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Canopy layer 
Provides shelter for 

animals that use 
hollows to raise 

their young 

Mid-storey 
Nectar, pollen and 
seeds from shrubs 

and wildflowers 
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provide shelter for 
small birds 

Ground layer 
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Superb fairy wren 
Malurus cyaneus
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Eastern spinebill 
Acanthorhynchus 

tenuirostris

Australian 
painted lady 

Vanessa 
kershawi

Striped  
marsh frog 

Limnodynastes 
peronii

Small 
invertebrates

Blotched blue-tongued lizard
Tiliqua nigrolutea

Southern brown bandicoot 
Isoodon obesulus

What makes a 
wildlife garden? 

Our unique local wildlife need food, shelter and water just like us. 
By learning about local species and making some  changes your 

garden you can create great habitat for all sorts of animals



Animals that you might see visiting your wildlife garden

Australian painted lady 

Vanessa kershawi

A beautiful black and orange butterfly with a wingspan of 

46mm, they can be seen feeding on native daises during 

spring. 

Striped marsh frog 

Limnodynastes peronii

These frogs lay their eggs in a floating foam mass in 

ponds and natural water bodies such as wetlands. 

Their call ‘bok’, sounds like a chicken’s cluck.  

Blotched blue-tongued lizard

Tiliqua nigrolutea

The largest of the skinks, these cold-blooded reptiles can 

be found sunbaking on warm sunny days. If you startle 

them, they will stick out their bright blue tongue and hiss. 

Small invertebrates

Beetles and bugs are important in the garden as they 

help break down dead plant matter and are an 

important food source for larger animals including 

birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians. 

Eastern spinebill 

Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris

Using their long bill and brushed tongue to reach the 

nectar in flowers these little honey eaters can be seen 

visiting grevillea and bottlebrush flowers. 

Superb fairy wren 

Malurus cyaneus

These small birds live in family groups. Males have 

bright blue and black feathers during the breeding 

season but turn the same light brown as the females 

after would. 

Southern brown bandicoot 

Isoodon obesulus

This rabbit-sized native marsupial is mostly active at 

night and will spend its time digging in search of fungi, 

insects and plant tubers to eat. 

Southern boobook owl 

Ninox boobook

The ‘Boo-book’ call of this nocturnal owl gave the bird 

its name. They feed on insects, as well as small 

mammals and reptiles, such as rats, mice and skinks.  

Grey-headed flying fox 

Pteropus poliocephalus

With a wingspan up to 1m these large bats spend the day 

hanging upside down in trees and head out at dusk in 

search of food. They feed on fruit and flower blossoms. 

Tawny frogmouth 

Podargus strigoides

A member of the nightjar family, these nocturnal motley 

grey brown coloured birds are well camouflaged, 

making them easy to mistake as just a tree branch. 
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