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Magpie Moth Comocrus behri on Native Raspberry Rubus parvifolius

INTRODUCTION
Each of our gardens provides an opportunity to 
support the unique plants and animals of our  
local environment. 

The City of Casey has developed this 
booklet to help residents design and plant 
gardens – or even small patches within 
gardens – that will benefit our local wildlife 
by providing food and shelter, and act as 
stepping stones so they can move more 
easily across our landscapes.

A wildlife-friendly garden doesn’t have to be 
a big and difficult job - it can be as simple 
as providing a bird bath for the local birds 
to drink and wash in, or choosing native 
plants to fill a gap in a garden bed. 

There are many resources available to assist 
you in your journey to create a wildlife-
friendly habitat at home. This guide is one 

of them. The Gardens for Wildlife Program 
is another, providing residents with a way 
to connect with a network of like-minded 
people.

Throughout this guide we have also 
included inspirational stories of some 
of Casey’s habitat heroes, who have 
transformed their own properties and 
gardens into fantastic gardens for wildlife. 

Find out how to improve the outdoor 
spaces around your own home and start 
your wildlife gardening journey today.

Why do wildlife  
need our help?  
The Casey region contains a 
range of different vegetation 
types that are important habitats 
for indigenous (or locally 
native) species. Maintaining 
and expanding these habitats is 
key to sustaining biodiversity, 
which improves the chances of 
ecosystems remaining healthy 
now and into the future. 

Land clearing for farming and the ever-
growing population, introduced pests 
and weeds, together with the effects of 
a changing climate are increasing the 
pressures on our native wildlife. Native 
animal habitat becomes more isolated and 
fragmented as these pressures increase, 
making it difficult for wildlife to breed, 
forage, find shelter and move across the 
landscape. As a result, species diversity 
and abundance is in decline. 

Parks and reserves provide valuable 
sanctuaries for our local plants and  
animals and are wonderful places to 
explore. Creating wildlife-friendly gardens 
provides a safe urban space for our local 
wildlife to cross our landscape. 

Wildlife-friendly gardens can also provide 
us with hours of enjoyment. To sit at your 
window and watch birds feeding, to listen 
to the chorus of frogs at dusk, or spy a 
Krefft’s Glider Petaurus notatus soaring 
between trees – these experiences can 
help us connect to nature from the comfort 
of home.

Biodiversity 
The variety of plant and animal  
species that are found in a particular 
area. Biodiversity also includes the 
genetic differences within and between 
species and differences between the 
ecological systems where they live.

Habitat
The natural home or environment of an 
animal, plant, or other organism.

2  |  GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE
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What are indigenous plants? 
Indigenous plants are the plants that occur naturally in a given 
location. These species are suited to the conditions within the local 
environment, so are well-adapted to the soils, topography and 
climate of the local area. It is important to source your plants from 
your local indigenous nursery as they will have plants grown from 
seeds or cuttings that have been collected from the Casey region.   

Indigenous plants: 

• are perfectly suited to our local soils and 
climate

• have greater resistance to disease 

• require little maintenance to keep them 
looking healthy

• attract and provide food and shelter for 
local wildlife

• strengthen local wildlife corridors helping 
wildlife cope with climate change

• contribute to the preservation of Casey’s 
natural biodiversity

• reflect Casey’s natural character, 
preserving and enhancing a sense of 
local identity and place.

Native plants 

Many retail nurseries sell ‘native’ plants. 
This refers to any plant found in Australia, 
as opposed to an ‘indigenous’ plant that 
is specific to a region e.g. Casey. Many 
native plants, such as grevilleas and 
bottlebrushes, are excellent additions to 
a wildlife garden. However, some have 
the potential to become an environmental 
weed. For example, Bluebell Creeper 
Billardiera heterophylla from Western 
Australia was a popular native plant that is 
now aggressively invading bushland around 
Victoria. 

Original vegetation communities  
Vegetation communities are groups of 
plants that share a common environment. 
Species are indigenous to that place and 
naturally occur together because they have 
similar needs. 

City of Casey has eight main vegetation 
communities. These are referred to as 
Ecological Vegetation Classes (EVCs). 
The adjoining map reflects the original 
distribution of these eight EVCs as they 
were before European settlement. For 
greater detail and accuracy visit: www.
environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/
naturekit

Plants from your local EVC will be well 
suited to your property’s conditions. 
Planting a variety of species will bring 
biodiversity to your garden and the 
surrounding area. However, some species 
may not be suitable if there have been 
changes to the soil type in your area – 
such as loss of topsoil. Your local EVC 
can be used as a guide, but species from 
neighbouring EVC’s may be used instead. 

EVC Key

Plains Grassland/ 
Plains Woodland

Estuarine Flat Grassland

Heathy Woodland Coastal Saltmarsh

Grassy Woodland Plains Grassy Wetland

Swamp Scrub/ 
Swamy Woodland

Valley Grassy Forest

Matted Bush-pea Pultenaea pedunculata Bluebell Creeper Billardiera heterophylla
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Casey EVC map
Biodiversity Hotspots
Casey has a number of Biodiversity Hotspots that support a rich 
variety of indigenous plants and wildlife. Visit some of the following 
hotspots to connect with nature: 

1. Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne 
Cnr Ballarto Road and Botanic Driver, 
Cranbourne

2. Walsdorf Creek Reserve 
125 King Road, Harkaway

3. Blind Bight Foreshore Reserve 
Anchorage Drive, Blind Bight

4. Colley Street Nature Reserve 
Colley Street, Pearcedale

5. Hilltop Park Reserve 
4-10 McMahon Avenue, Cranbourne North

6. Lysterfield National Park 
Horswood Road, Lysterfield

7. Brookland Greens Reserve 
1070 Cranbourne-Frankston Rd, 
Cranbourne

8. Jessie Traill Reserve 
49 King Road, Harkaway

9. Morning Mist Reserve 
Browns Road, Cranbourne South

10. Rutter Park Nature Reserve 
2920 South Gippsland Highway, Tooradin

11. Woodlot Lane Reserve 
14 Woodlot Lane Tooradin

12. Churchill National Park 
Army Track, Lysterfield South 

Walsdorf Creek Reserve Woodlot Lane Reserve
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The ‘web of life’ in your backyard 
It might be small, but a garden is a complete ecosystem in itself. It is 
made up of living and non-living things that are all connected and 
that need each other to survive.

Fungi, bacteria, insects and worms make 
up a garden’s decomposers. They break 
down dead organic matter, such as leaves, 
returning vital nutrients to the soil and 
improving soil structure. Micro-organisms 
and worms aerate the soil and increase how 
much water filters down into the soil to the 
plant roots.

A garden’s plants are its producers. This is 
because they can produce their own food 
from sunlight. Plants are dependent on a 
healthy soil to obtain the nutrients and water 

they need to grow. Plant roots help bind the 
soil and provide nutrients for microscopic 
organisms that live in the soil.

There are two types of consumers in a 
garden: primary consumers (plant-eaters) 
like caterpillars, beetles, bees and butterflies, 
honeyeaters, seed and fruit-eating birds, 
possums; and secondary consumers 
(meat-eaters) like praying mantis, spiders, 
microbats, frogs, lizards, insect-eating birds 
and carnivorous birds such as kookaburras 
and owls.

PRODUCER 
Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata

PRIMARY CONSUMER 
Jewel beetle Castiarina sp.

DECOMPOSER 
Puffball fungi Lycoperdon sp.

SECONDARY CONSUMER 
Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen
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1 Southern Boobook Ninox boobook 
2 Grey-headed Flying-fox Pteropus poliocephalus
3 Tawny Frogmouth Podargus strigoides
4 Superb Fairy-wren Malurus cyaneus
5 Eastern Spinebill Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris
6 Australian Painted Lady Vanessa kershawi
7 Common Bluetail Damselfly Ischnura heterosticta
8 Striped Marsh Frog Limnodynastes peronii
9 Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard Tiliqua nigrolutea
10 Invertebrates
11 Southern Brown Bandicoot Isoodon obesulus

The garden ecosystem 

A Insect hotel
B Nesting box
C Hanging bird bath
D Frog pond
E Habitat logs
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Canopy layer
Provides shelter for 

animals that use 
hollows to raise

their young

Mid-storey
Nectar, pollen and
seeds from shrubs

and wildflowers
provide food. 

Shrubs provide 
shelter for

small birds.

Ground layer
Insects and

fungi feed on mulch
and leaf litter - which also 

provide shelterShrubs
provide shelter for

small birds
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Many native animals depend on indigenous 
plants for food and shelter - from predators 
or the weather. Plants can also provide a 
safe place to raise their young. In return, 
animals help out the plants around them 
by pollinating plants, dispersing seeds, 
eating pests and contributing to healthy 

soils. There are no hard-and-fast rules with 
designing a wildlife-friendly garden. Once 
you understand the key habitat elements 
that will support local wildlife, you can begin 
to experiment and have fun finding new 
ways to build habitat at home. 

New Holland Honeyeater Phylidonyris novaehollandiae feeding on a banksia flower

GARDEN DESIGN Key design elements
Wildlife-friendly gardens come in many shapes and sizes– from 
large formal gardens to small balconies – any garden can support 
local wildlife. No matter what type of garden you want to create, the 
first step is to observe and plan. 

Consider how you use your garden and 
incorporate elements such as a shady seat 
where you can sit and watch birds and 
butterflies. 

Include feature elements such as a striking 
tree, a swathe of tussock grasses or a frog 
pond to create interest as well as habitat. 

Have a think about what type of wildlife you 
would like to see in your garden. Using this 
guide, you can pick many different habitat 
elements for your garden, to create an 
attractive space for them.

Consider the growing requirements of 
each plant species and group together those 
with similar requirements for water and light 
to maximise efficiency of water use.

Make sure you know how big the plants you 
choose will grow to avoid ending up with a 
60-metre gum tree close to your house! 

If you are thinking of replacing lots of plants 
in your garden, a staged approach is 
important. This way any animals that already 
use your garden won’t be ‘shocked’ when 
the plants are removed. Instead you will 
provide a slow transition to more wildlife 
friendly species.

The following section covers some key 
considerations for maximising the habitat 
value of your garden. 

 (NB)
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Layers 
A key to creating a wildlife-friendly garden 
is to create structural diversity – lots of 
different plants and layers. Aim to have a 
mix of trees, shrubs of different heights, 
grasses and groundcovers in your design.

Dead trees and shrubs can still provide 
habitat for many of our native wildlife. A few 
logs, rocks, sticks, mulch and leaves on the 
ground can also provide habitat for many 
local insects and lizards.

Note that logs and rocks should not be 
taken from bushland areas they are already 
providing habitat for the animals that live 
there. If you live in a bushfire-prone area, 
consider placing logs away from your 
house.

Diversity
Having lots of different indigenous plants in 
your garden helps provide a range of habitat 
and food sources for different wildlife. A 
healthy balance of different animals visiting 
your garden means that no one type of 
creature will get out of control and become 
a pest problem.

Aim to achieve a mixture of different plant 
heights, foliage densities (including open 
areas), plant surfaces (i.e. leaves and 
bark) and a range of species that flower 
throughout the year to provide a consistent 
supply of food.

TREES 
Provide food and shelter 
for birds, possums, gliders, 
bats, goannas and insects.

SMALL TREES AND  
LARGE SHRUBS 
Habitat for birds, possums,  
gliders, goannas and 
insects.

SMALL SHRUBS 
Provide food and shelter 
for birds, possums, gliders, 
lizards and insects.

GRASSES AND  
GROUNDCOVERS 
Provide food and shelter 
for birds, lizards, frogs and 
insects.

LOGS, MULCH  
AND ROCKS 
Provides habitat for lizards,  
frogs and insects.

Garden layers

Sticky Everlasting Xerochrysum viscosum Swordgrass Brown Butterfly Tisiphone abeona

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops

(NB)

(RS)

Food
Plants that produce nectar, pollen, fruit, 
seeds, leaves and roots provide food for 
many of our native animals. Dead plant 
material can also be a source of food for 
invertebrates. Insects that live and feed on 
the plants, mulch and soil in turn provide 
food for birds, lizards, frogs and mammals.

Host plants 
Some insects, such as butterflies, only lay 
their eggs on certain plants known as host 
plants like the Swordgrass Brown Butterfly 
Tisiphone abeona, Casey’s Gardens for 
Wildlife ambassador animal, that lays 
its eggs on Gahnia plants. Most native 
caterpillars are small, shy and nocturnal, 
leaving little evidence of their presence in 
your garden. If you want butterflies to visit 
your garden, include host plants such as 
Wattles (Acacia species) for Imperial Blue 
Butterflies (Jalmenus evagoras), Kangaroo 
Grass (Themeda triandra) for Common 
Brown Butterflies (Heteronympha merope) 
or Everlasting Daisies (Xerochrysum species) 
for Australian Painted Lady Butterflies 
(Vanessa kershawi).
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Water 
A reliable water source, particularly in 
summer, will help attract wildlife to your 
garden. 

A shallow birdbath on a pedestal next to a 
dense or prickly shrub will help protect birds 
from predators while they bathe and drink. 

A shallow dish of water at ground level will 
provide a much-needed drink for echidnas 
and lizards on a hot day. 

Add some branches and rocks to enable 
access for invertebrates that cannot swim. 

Frogs need a permanent or semi-permanent 
water source to keep their skin moist and 
provide opportunities to breed, so consider 
installing a frog pond if you have the space 
(See page 43).

Butterflies love to gather on a wide dish of 
damp sand or a small puddle in the soil. They 
take in water, essential salts and minerals 
from the soil.

Shelter  
Native wildlife need to find shelter from bad 
weather, predators and competitors. They 
need a refuge in which to build their homes 
and raise their young. 

Grasses, climbers, dense and prickly shrubs 
and mature trees can provide protection for 
a large range of insect, reptile, frog, bird and 
mammal species. 

Small lizards, microbats and invertebrates 
shelter in crevices under bark.

Logs on the ground provide shelter for small 
mammals, lizards, frogs and invertebrates. 
Likewise, rocks, particularly a small pile 
of rocks, provide shelter for lizards, frogs, 
invertebrates and the Lesser Long-eared Bat 
Nyctophilus geoffroyi.

Short-beaked Echidna  
Tachyglossus aculeatus in birdbath Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis

LOCA L GA R D ENS FO R  W I LD LI F E -  HA BI TAT HER O ES

“Anyone can have a wildlife garden,  
whether it is a few hectares or just a 

 single pot of wildflowers”. Eva

Eva and Ray live on 3½ hectares in 
Cranbourne South, a lot of which is dense 
scrubby remnant bushland. In the 12 
years that they have been there they have 
created a wildlife garden in the landscaped 
areas around the house, removed exotic 
species and added nest boxes, insect 
hotels and water sources at different 
heights.

Eva and Ray are passionate about plants 
and take great pleasure in photographing 
their garden visitors. They have even 
watched two families of Eastern Yellow 
Robins raise their young.

Koalas, wallabies, echidnas, blue tongues, 
microbats and a huge array of birds visit 
their garden.

Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis (left) and 
Striated Thornbill Acanthiza lineata

Short beaked Echidna Tachyglossus aculeatus

Insect hotel
(NB)

(EK)

(EK)

(EK)
(EK)
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The importance of tree hollows 

Trees with hollows are incredibly rich habitat. 
They provide shelter for our largest hollow-
nesting animals and the smallest insects all at 
once. Many species, such as the Powerful Owl 
Ninox strenua, depend entirely on hollows to 
survive. They provide refuge from the weather 
and predators, and safe sites for roosting 
and breeding. Sadly, hollow-bearing trees are 
disappearing, which displaces the animals that 
depend on them. 

Most eucalypt species produce natural tree 
hollows, although only old trees develop 
hollows. As they fall and die or are cleared, 
they cannot be replaced without 100 or more 
years of growth.

Avoid removing any established trees that 
contain hollows. Trees can provide this vital 
habitat long after they have died. Which is 
why you will see dead trees, also called stags, 
in nature reserves and bushland. They are 
essential for shelter and breeding for many 
birds such as parrots, treecreepers, kingfishers 
and owls. Mammals such as microbats, 
gliders, antechinus and phascogales also need 
hollows to survive. 

Consider adding species-specific nest boxes 
if your garden trees lack hollows. Be aware 
that different species of wildlife require different 
nest boxes to suit their needs.

Seek advice on  
the type of nest  
box required,  

where to locate  
it and how to  
maintain your  

nest box.
Brush-tailed Phascogale  
Phascogale tapoatafa nest box

Southern Boobook Owl Ninox novaeseelandiae

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus moluccanus

Build an insect hotel

Have fun with the kids and make an insect 
hotel!

You can use any untreated timber to make 
a frame. Add a simple roof overhang to 
keep the rain out. Avoid glues and paints 
that may be toxic. Create interesting nooks 
and crannies with a variety of natural 
materials such as straw, sheoak cones, 
pieces of wood, rolled up cardboard and 
drilled timber blocks.

If you are drilling holes in wood to create 
burrows, drill holes of varying size ranging 
from 5-10mm wide and 15-80mm deep. 
Make the holes smooth and blind (not right 
through the timber) and slope them slightly 
upward to help keep them dry. 

Or you can fill a pipe with clay and add 
some holes. Or simply bundle together 
some straws or bamboo and see who 
moves in!

Locate your insect hotel in a spot sheltered 
from strong sun, rain and wind. Consider 
making a few insect hotels and locating 
them in different sections of your garden 
such as a high sunny location and a low 
shady spot. 

Bamboo insect hotel

Timber insect hotel

Clay insect hotel

(IM)
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PLANTS FOR WILDLIFE
The City of Casey has a vast array of  
indigenous plants with more than 850  
recorded. Creating a garden with a  
diversity of plants of different heights,  
foliage densities and flowering times  
provides a wide range of habitats to  
attract and support a diversity  
of wildlife.

The following four pages contain a small  
sample of indigenous flora and how they  
benefit local wildlife. See Casey’s companion 
‘Indigenous Plant Guide’ for detailed descriptions 
of more indigenous plants and their growing 
requirements. Download the free guide from:  
www.casey.vic.gov.au/indigenous-plants-casey

BUTTERFLIES

INSECT POLLINATORS

SMALL BIRDS

HONEYEATERS

PARROTS

LARGE BIRDS

REPTILES

FROGS

MAMMALS

Golden Tip  
Goodia lotifolia

FAUNA KEY
Look out for these symbols which show which native animals are attracted to these plants.
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Black Wattle  |  Acacia mearnsii

The pollen-rich flowers are a food source for insects, 
honeyeaters, parrots and mammals. The gum 
provides food for gliders and possums. Birds 
attracted to plant-eating insects and large birds roost 
on the branches. The seeds are eaten by insects 
(especially ants), finches, parrots and small mammals.

Mealy Stringybark  |  Eucalyptus cephalocarpa 

The thick, fibrous bark of the tree provides shelter for 
invertebrates and microbats. Summer flowers attract 
butterflies, insects, honeyeaters, parrots and small 
mammals. Parrots tear open the gumnuts for the 
seeds. Plant-eating insects attract small birds. Ideal 
roost and nest site for larger birds.

Swamp Gum  |  Eucalyptus ovata var. ovata  

The open canopy provides an ideal roost for large 
birds. The rough bark provides shelter for insects, 
small lizards and microbats. The flowers provide nectar 
for butterflies, honeyeaters and small mammals. The 
seeds are eaten by parrots and the leaves by pos-
sums, Koalas Phascolarctos cinereus and insects. 
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Black Sheoak  |  Allocasuarina littoralis

The furrowed bark provides shelter for insects and 
small lizards. The small red flowers attract insects, 
honeyeaters and small mammals. The cones release 
winged seeds that provide food to insects (especially 
ants), finches and parrots. An excellent roosting tree 
for large birds.

Hairpin Banksia  |  Banksia spinulosa var. cunninghamii

The nectar-rich flowers increase nectar production 
as the weather cools down in winter. This provides 
a food source for insects, honeyeaters, lorikeets 
and small mammals. The foliage provides excellent 
shelter for small birds, honeyeaters and lizards.

(CC)

(RN)

(RJ)

(CC)

(SG)

(RB)

(SR)
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Prickly Moses  |  Acacia verticillata ssp. verticillata

Flowers attract insect pollinators, honeyeaters, 
parrots and small mammals. Host plant for 
numerous butterfly and moth caterpillars. The 
prickly shrub provides shelter for small birds and 
honeyeaters. The seeds are a source of food for 
insects, birds and mammals. 

Silver Banksia  |  Banksia marginata

The copious nectar-rich flowers attract butterflies, 
insects, honeyeaters, lorikeets and small mammals 
from near and far! Parrots such as the Yellow-tailed 
Black Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus funereus tear open 
the woody seed cones to eat the seeds. Excellent 
roosting and shelter for all birds.

Swamp Paperbark  |  Melaleuca ericifolia

The nectar-rich flowers attract butterflies, insects, 
honeyeaters, lorikeets and small mammals. Parrots 
and insects feed on the seeds. The dense shrub 
provides excellent shelter for small birds and hon-
eyeaters. The papery bark provides shelter for small 
lizards and insects.

Sweet Bursaria  |  Bursaria spinosa

Spines along the branches provide protection for 
small birds and honeyeaters to nest and shelter 
safely. Flowers rich in nectar attract butterflies, 
insects and honeyeaters. Seeds are eaten by insects 
and finches. 
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Common Correa  |  Correa reflexa var. reflexa

Nectar attracts specialist feeders such as honeyeat-
ers. The leaves provide food for plant eating insects 
which in turn is a food source for insect-eating birds. 
The dense foliage provides shelter for invertebrates, 
small birds, lizards, small mammals and frogs.

LO
W

ER
  L

AY
ER

 (6
0C

M
-2

M
)

Hop Goodenia  |  Goodenia ovata 

The flowers attract butterflies, native bees and other 
insects. The leaves provide food for plant-eating  
insects which in turn is a food source for insect-
eating birds. The shrub provides shelter and  
nesting sites for small birds, honeyeaters and  
small mammals. 

Spiny-headed Mat-rush  |  Lomandra longifolia ssp. 
longifolia

Leaves shelter insects, lizards, frogs and small 
mammals. Flowers are pollinated by beetles and 
nectar is sought by bees and honeyeaters. Seeds 
are a food source for ants and small birds. The 
leaves are an important food plant for the larvae of 
skipper butterflies.

Tall Sedge  |  Carex appressa

Excellent habitat and refuge for frogs, lizards, small 
birds and insects. Foliage is used as a nesting mate-
rial by birds. Flowers attract butterflies. Host plant for 
caterpillars of various native butterflies and moths. 
Small brown seeds are a food source for small birds 
and insects. 

Tasman Flax-lily  |  Dianella tasmanica

The flowers attract butterflies and insects while the 
fleshy, purple berries with small nutty seeds are a 
favourite of parrots, blue-tongue lizards and small 
mammals. The strappy leaves provide shelter for 
insects, lizards, frogs and small mammals.
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Common Tussock-grass  |  Poa labillardierei

Tussock shelters insects, lizards, frogs and small 
mammals. The flower heads attract butterflies and 
other insects. Leaves are an important food plant for 
numerous butterfly and moth caterpillars. The seeds 
attract insects, small birds and grass-parrots.

(RN)
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Cut-leaf Daisy  |  Brachyscome multifida

The flowers attract butterflies and insects while the 
dense, low foliage provides shelter and protection for 
lizards and frogs. Small seeds are eaten by insects, 
especially ants. Small birds are attracted to plant-
eating insects.

Grass Triggerplant  |  Stylidium graminifolium 

Insect pollinators are attracted to the flowers. The 
seeds are eaten by insects and small birds. The 
strappy foliage attracts plant-eating insects which in 
turn attract insect-eating birds. The foliage provides 
shelter to insects and small lizards.

Yellow Buttons  |  Chrysocephalum apiculatum  

The flowers attract insect pollinators such as hover 
flies. Are a host plant to caterpillars including the 
Australian Painted Lady Vanessa kershawi butterfly. 
Small wind-dispersed seeds are eaten by insects 
such as ants. The foliage of the plant provides shel-
ter for small birds, lizards and frogs. 
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Purple Coral-pea  |  Hardenbergia violacea

The flowers provide nectar for butterflies while the 
pollen is sought by native bees. A food plant for cat-
erpillars. The small, brown seeds released from pods 
are an important food source for ants, finches and 
parrots. The foliage provides excellent shelter and 
nesting sites for small birds and small honeyeaters.

Small-leaved Clematis  |  Clematis microphylla var. 
microphylla 

Provides excellent protection and nesting sites for 
small birds. Flowers are a nectar source for butter-
flies and insect pollinators. The leaves provide food 
for plant-eating insects. The seeds are eaten by 
insects such as ants.

LOCA L GA R D ENS FO R  W I LD LI F E -  HA BI TAT HER O ES

“Habitat gardens can be any size. There are  
no restrictions. Space and your mind are the  

main limiting factors!”  Roger & Gwen

Plants are a very important part of 
Rodger and Gwen’s lives. Between 
them they have authored more than 30 
books on native plants and have been 
involved in the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne since its early days. In the 
few short years since moving to Berwick 
they’ve transformed their small lawn into 
a biodiverse oasis for local birds and 
insects.

“Habitat gardens can lead us to a better 
understanding of the importance and 
complexities of ecological systems. The 
key to habitat gardening? Stop, stand, sit, 
look & listen again and again. Observing 
what species are present makes us better 
gardeners, and more connected with 
nature,”says Roger.

Helliotrope Moth Utetheisa pulchelloides

Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo  
Calyptorhynchus funereus

(RE)
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Weeds - unwanted plants
Non-native or ‘exotic’ plants can be useful for 
shade, structure, colour and interest in the 
garden. However, they also make up the vast 
majority of Australia’s invasive weeds and 
include many introduced aquatic and semi-
aquatic plants used in ponds and aquariums.

Some non-indigenous Australian plants are 
also environmental weeds and should be 
avoided.

Weeds are a problem because they out-
compete indigenous plants for light, water 
and nutrients. In a short period of time they 
can change local ecosystems by replacing 
indigenous plants so that habitat no longer 
supports native birds and animals. 

Weed seeds and cuttings can be carried 
many kilometers by water, wind, birds, 
animals, vehicles and on clothing. Weeds 
can also spread by people dumping garden 
waste in reserves and waterways. These 
weeds are often referred to as garden 
escapees.

Below are examples of a few of these plants 
that have become weeds in the City of 
Casey. For more information on identification 
and control please download Casey’s 
companion ‘Weed Identification Guide’ 
www.casey.vic.gov.au/identify-remove-weeds

Blue Periwinkle 
Vinca major

Gazania 
Gazania linearis

Cherry Plum 
Prunus cerasifera

Cottamundra Wattle 
Acacia baileyana

Fresia 
Freesia leichtlini

Japanese Honeysuckle 
Lonicera japonica

ATTRACTING LOCAL WILDLIFE
The following animals live in the Casey area or pass 
through regularly. Many are under pressure from the 
loss, degradation and fragmentation of their habitat.

You may see some of these animals in our local parks 
and reserves. You can help our unique wildlife by 
creating a wildlife-friendly garden, keeping your cat 
indoors, practicing chemical-free pest control and 
driving carefully on our roads, especially at night.
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Attracting butterflies
Butterflies will move over large distances to 
find nectar-producing plants (e.g. daisies, 
banksias and wattles) to feed on and host 
plants to lay their eggs (e.g. grasses, wattles, 
gahnia and bursaria).

Recipe:

• Incorporate a range of plant sizes that 
cater for butterflies that fly at various 
heights, as different species will fly around 
grasses, groundcovers, shrubs or mature 
trees.

• Add a dish of damp sand. Butterflies take 
in water and essential salts and minerals 
from the soil.

• Include a flat rock or paver for butterflies to 
bask in the morning sun.

• Butterflies are not strong fliers. Provide 
protected areas where they can shelter 
from wind and rain. Messy patches are 
great!

• Practise natural pest control (Pg 54).

• Plant a range of host plants for different 
butterflies to lay their eggs on. For 
example Australian Painted Lady Butterflies 
Vanessa kershawi prefer Yellow Buttons 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum and other 
everlasting daisies, while Common Grass-
blue Butterflies Zizina labradus prefer plants 
in the pea family such as Purple Coral-pea 
Hardenbergia violacea and Austral Indigo 
Indigofera australis.

Threats: 

• Insecticides. 

• Lack of habitat. Butterflies

Look for the butterfly icon in the Plants 
for Wildlife section (pp 20-24) for 
plants that provide food and shelter for 
butterflies. 

Common Grass-blue Butterfly  
Zizina labradus

Yellow Admiral Butterfly  
Vanessa itea

Australian Painted Lady Butterfly  
Vanessa kershawi 

(IM)

Hover fly Melangyna viridiceps on  
Bulbine Lily Bulbine bulbosa

Fiddler Beetle 
Eupoecila  australasiae

Chequred Cuckoo-bee 
Thyreus caeruleopunctatus

Look for the bee icon in the Plants for 
Wildlife section (pp 20-24) for plants that 
provide food and shelter for invertebrate 
pollinators.

Insect pollinators

Attracting other 
invertebrates
Native invertebrates such as bees, ladybirds, 
ants, moths, beetles, hover flies, spiders, 
lacewings and dragonflies benefit the 
environment and health of your garden in 
many ways. They are our plant pollinators, 
our pest eaters, our waste recyclers and 
an important source of food for many 
native birds, frogs, lizards, mammals and 
other invertebrates such as spiders and 
praying mantids. Most spiders in the garden 
are harmless to people and are excellent 
controllers of unwanted pests.

Pollinator insects include many species of 
native bees, butterflies, moths, flies, wasps, 
hover flies, beetles, thrips and some ants. 

Recipe:

• Provide water that is accessible for 
invertebrates that can’t swim. They need 
to stand on the edge of a plant or floating 
material. A shallow dish with pebbles also 
works well. 

• Leave some messy patches in your garden.

• Use bush mulch on your garden beds (pg 51).

• Practice natural pest control (pg 54).

• Add an ‘insect hotel’.

• Plant grasses and rushes for egg-laying 
pollinators. Examples include Kangaroo 
Grass Themeda triandra, Mat-rush 
Lomandra sp. and Flax-lilies Dianella sp.

• Plant a range of different plants that flower 
across the seasons.

Threats:

• Insecticides.

• Lack of habitat.
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Christmas Jewel Spider 
Austracantha minax

Eucalypt Shield Bug 
Poecilometis patruelis

Tau Emerald Dragonfly 
Hemicordulia tau

(RE)

St Andrew’s Cross Spider 
Argiope keyserlingi

(IC)

Praying Mantis 
Orthodera ministralis

(RE)

Mistletoe Moth 
Comocrus behri

(MS)

LOCA L GA R D ENS FO R  W I LD LI F E -  HA BI TAT HER O ES

“It’s a rewarding feeling to know that  
while we like an attractive garden, it also  

provides a valuable food and pollination source  
for many insects”. Belinda

We have encountered a lot of butterflies 
and bees as a result of our native garden. 
It’s very rewarding to see how full of life 
the garden is. To us this is so important 
as bees are on the decline and are so 
crucial to pollinating our food, we literally 
could not live without them. I hope as our 
trees establish, we’ll start to see more bird 
life too. The next project is a bird house 
to encourage birds to visit the garden. 
The biggest lesson we have learnt is you 
can make a difference, no matter if your 
backyard is big or small”.

The bonus of wildlife and sustainable 
gardening is it does not have to look like 
the ‘native’ vegetation we associate with 
‘the bush’. Colour and foliage are the two 
things to remember if you have your heart 
set on a wildlife garden that looks good 
AND promotes good biodiversity.
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Attracting small birds
Small birds help control insects, recycle 
nutrients and disperse seeds. Birds such 
as pardalotes, robins, wrens, fantails and 
thornbills feed on insects. Finches and 
silvereyes feed on berries and seeds.

Recipe:

• Provide a shallow dish of fresh water in an 
elevated position near a prickly or dense 
shrub.

• Create open areas for foraging.

• Mulch garden beds to attract tasty insect 
treats.

• Practise natural pest control  
(pg 54).

• Plant dense or prickly shrubs for protection 
and safe nesting sites.

• Prune shrubs to create a denser form.

• Plant a range of plants including  
prickly wattles, tea-trees, correas  
grasses and climbers.

• Keep cats and where possible dogs inside, 
especially at night.

Threats: 

• Carnivorous birds and territorial birds such 
as Noisy Miners Manorina melanocephala 
and the introduced Indian Myna 
Acridotheres tristis.

• Cats and dogs living outside.

• Pesticides.

• Lack of habitat.

Small birds

Look for the small bird icon in the Plants 
for Wildlife section (pp 20-24) for plants 
that provide food and shelter for small 
birds. 

Superb Fairy-wren 
Malurus cyaneus

Spotted Pardalote 
Pardalotus punctatus

Red-browed Finch 
Neochmia temporalis 

(RH)

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Eopsaltria australis

Grey Fantail 
Rhipidura albiscapa

Striated Thornbill 
Acanthiza lineata

Silvereye 
Zosterops lateralis

Willie Wagtail 
Rhipidura leucophrys

Welcome Swallow 
Hirundo neoxena

(CL)
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New Holland Honeyeater 
Phylidonyris novaehollandiae

Eastern Spinebill 
Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris

Juvenile White-eared Honeyeater  
Lichenostomus leucotis

Attracting honeyeaters
Honeyeaters are very active birds that need 
a rich supply of nectar and pollen-producing 
flowers to keep them fuelled. They have a 
brush-tongue they use to collect nectar and 
pollen. Honeyeaters can be protective of a 
good supply of food and quite aggressive 
towards other nectar feeders. They also 
need insects in their diet so, despite their 
name, don’t be surprised if you see them 
snapping at some bugs.

Recipe:

• Include a shallow dish of fresh water in 
an elevated safe position for bathing and 
drinking.

• Practise natural pest control (pg 54).

• Plant dense or prickly small and  
large shrubs for protection and  
safe nesting sites.

• Plant a range of nectar-producing plants 
that flower across the seasons.

• Keep cats and where possible dogs inside, 
especially at night.

Threats:

• Carnivorous birds and territorial honeyeaters 
such as Noisy Miners Manorina 
melanocephala and the introduced Indian 
Myna Acridotheres tristis. 

• Cats and dogs living outside. 

• Pesticide.

• Lack of habitat.

Look for the honeyeater icon in the 
Plants for Wildlife section (pp 20-24) for 
plants that provide food and shelter for 
honeyeaters.  

Honeyeaters

Brown-headed Honeyeater 
Melithreptus brevirostris

(RG)

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
Lichenostomus melanops

(BS)

Red Wattlebird 
Anthochaera carunculata

(MO)

Lewin’s Honeyeater 
Meliphaga lewinii

(AV)

Yellow-faced Honeyeater  
Lichenostomus chrysops

White-plumed Honeyeater 
Lichenostomus penicillatus

(NB)
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Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo 
Calyptorhynchus funereus

(NB)

Swift Parrot 
Lathamus discolor

Endangered

Crimson Rosella 
Platycercus elegans

Gang-gang Cockatoo 
Callocephalon fimbriatum

Galah 
Eolophus roseicapilla

Parrots

Look for the parrot icon in the Plants for 
Wildlife section (pp 20-24) for plants that 
provide food and shelter for parrots.

(NB)

(MP)

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Cacatua galerita

Red-rumped Parrot 
Psephotus haematonotus

Rainbow Lorikeet 
Trichoglossus 
moluccanus

Musk Lorikeet 
Glossopsitta 
concinna

Attracting parrots
Parrots feed on a wide variety of plants. 
Nectar-feeders such as the Musk Lorikeet 
Glossopsitta concinna, have a brush-tongue 
to collect nectar and pollen. Seed-eaters 
such as Red-rumped Parrots Psephotus 
haematonotus, feed on wattles, banksias, 
eucalypts and grasses. Long-billed Corellas 
Cacatua tenuirostris dig in the ground for 
tubers. Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos 
Calyptorhynchus funereus love to find grubs 
hiding under tree bark and crack open seed 
pods and wooden fruits to extract seeds.

Recipe:

• Include a source of fresh water, especially 
for the seed-eating parrots that become 
very thirsty.

• Plant a range of nectar, pollen and seed-
producing plants.

• Add a tall tree for perching, roosting and 
nesting.

• Keep tree hollows for birds to nest in or 
install species appropriate nest boxes. 

• Practise natural pest control (pg 54).

• Keep your pets inside at night.

Threats:

• Carnivorous birds and territorial birds such 
as Noisy Miners Manorina melanocephala.

• Cats and dogs living outside.

• Lack of habitat, especially hollows.

• Pesticides (grain-based mouse and rat bait).

• Introduced Indian Mynas Acridotheres tristis 
and European Honey Bees Apis mellifera 
that use hollows. 

(AA)
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Attracting large birds
Birds such as Tawny Frogmouths Podargus 
strigoides, Australian Magpies Gymnorhina 
tibicen, owls, eagles, Laughing Kookaburras 
Dacelo novaeguineae and butcherbirds are 
carnivorous and feed on small mammals, 
lizards and large insects. A few large birds, 
such as the Common Bronzewing Phaps 
chalcoptera and Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps 
lophotes are seed-eaters that mainly feed on 
grass seeds.

Recipe:

• Provide a source of fresh water for birds to 
bathe in and drink.

• Include a few tall trees for perching, 
roosting and nesting.

• Keep tree hollows for larger birds or install 
species appropriate nest boxes.

• Practise natural pest control (pg 54).

•  Keep cats and where possible dogs 
inside, especially at night.

Threats: 

• Other carnivorous birds.

• Cats and dogs living outside.

• Pesticides that may cause primary 
poisoning from eating grain-based mouse 
and rat bait or secondary poisoning from 
eating poisoned animals. 

• Lack of habitat, especially large tree 
hollows for owls.

Common Bronzewing 
Phaps chalcoptera

Tawny Frogmouth 
Podargus strigoides

Laughing Kookaburra 
Dacelo novaeguineae

Large birds

Look for the large bird icon in 
the Plants for Wildlife section (pp 
20-24) for plants that provide food 
and shelter for large birds. 

(MO Sacred Kingfisher 
Todiramphus 
sanctus(AS)

Australian Owlet-nightjar 
Aegotheles cristatus

(RF)

Crested Pigeon 
Ocyphaps lophotes

(BE)

(BP)

Grey Butcherbird 
Cracticus torquatus

(NB)

Southern Boobook Owl 
Ninox novaeseelandiae

(AC)
Powerful Owl 
Ninox strenua(NW)

Threatened
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Reptiles

Look for the lizard icon in the Plants for 
Wildlife section (pp 20-24)  
for plants that provide food and  
shelter for lizards, skinks and geckos.

Attracting reptiles
Blue-tongued lizards, Marbled Geckos 
Christinus marmoratus and little Garden 
Skinks Lampropholis guichenoti generally 
prefer to snack on insects, but are 
opportunists that will also eat berries 
and seeds. Avoid using snail baits, even 
pet-friendly ones can harm wildlife. Many 
an Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard Tiliqua 
scincoides has unfortunately died after eating 
either the snail bait or the dead snails.

Recipe:

• Flat rocks, pavers or roof tiles positioned in 
a protected, sunny spot provides a place 
for reptiles to warm up.

• Mulch garden beds to attract insects for 
them to eat.

• Practise natural pest control (pg 54).

• Include a fresh, shallow water supply on the 
ground.

• Plant tussock grasses for protection.

• Provide cool shelter such as dense shurbs.

• Keep cats and where possible dogs inside, 
especially at night.

Threats: 

• Carnivorous birds. 

• Cats and dogs living outside.

• Pesticides.

• Lack of habitat.

Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard 
Tiliqua scincoides scincoides

(NI)

Southern Marbled Gecko 
Christinus marmoratus

(WM)

Common Garden Skink 
Lampropholis guichenoti

(NP)

Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard 
Tiliqua nigrolutea

(JB)

Tiger Snake 
Notechis scutatus

Snakes 
Snakes perform a vital role in the 
environment by preying on rats and mice. 
Snakes are secretive and generally avoid 
busy residential areas. But they may 
occasionally appear in a suburban garden 
when looking for water or a meal, during 
the mating season or during hot summer 
months to escape the heat. You can make 
your garden less appealing by ensuring you 
avoid having stacks of timber, tin or rubbish 
lying around, keeping lawns mown, and sit 
your compost bin on chicken wire. If you 

encounter a snake in your garden do not 
try and handle it yourself. Not only is this 
dangerous, but it is illegal to kill a snake. 
Instead, contact a professional snake 
catcher.

Jackie Dragon 
Amphibolurus muricatus

Common Snake-necked Turtle 
Chelodina longicollis

(JB)

(GP)

Delicate Garden Skink  
Lampropholis delicata

(DF)

Southern Weasel Skink 
Saproscincus mustelinus

(RN)

(DF)
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Attracting frogs
Frogs need water to lay their eggs and for 
tadpoles to grow into frogs. Tadpoles feed 
on algae and decaying vegetable matter. 
Frogs spend their non-breeding life away 
from water and eat insects. They are actually 
very quiet during this time. You have two 
options for attracting frogs to your garden. 
One is to build a frog pond that will attract 
breeding frogs. Males will sing their chorus 
from the pond to attract a female, where she 
will join him and lay her eggs. The second 
option if you have a moist, shady area in 
your garden is to create a frog hide-away for 
non-breeding frogs to burrow under a log or 
mulch and quietly hop about feeding.

Recipe for a frog pond:

• Locate your pond in a low-lying section of 
your garden that has 70% shade.

• Avoid locating your frog pond under trees 
which may drop leaves.

• Ensure your pond includes shallow entry 
points and deeper sections for potted 
aquatic plants.

• Add rocks and logs and cover the bottom 
with gravel.

• Fill with rainwater or tap water (chlorinated 
tap water needs to stand for 5 days).

• Add a variety of indigenous aquatic and 
semi-aquatic plants as well as plants that 
thrive in moist soil 

• Practice natural pest control (pg 54).

• Keep pets indoors or prevent them from 
entering your pond surround.

• Avoid pumps and do not add fish.

Sand
Po
nd

line
r

DAMP 
ZONE

SHALLOW  
WATER ZONE DEEP WATER ZONE POND SURROUND

SUBMERGED ROCKS & LOGS FOR ALGAL GROWTH

ROCKS & LOGS  
FOR SHELTER

SUMMER LOW  
WATER LEVEL

WINTER DEEP  
WATER LEVEL

Cross-section of frog pond

A pond with submerged 
rocks and logs can attract 
frogs to your garden.

LOCAL  GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE -  HABITAT HEROES

“The wildlife of Australia is  
just so unique, being able to get close  

is a special experience”. Dave
When Dave and his wife Shari arrived from 
Canada over 20 years ago, they were 
amazed by the wildlife they encountered 
in Melbourne’s suburbs. They moved 
to a house next to Cranbourne Botanic 
Gardens in 2002 and took to transforming 
their acre of ‘barren’ lawn into a habitat 
garden despite having no gardening 
experience. “We decided: let’s give two 
thirds of the property back to nature,” 
explained Dave. Dave has now planted 
thousands of indigenous seedlings and 
recreated the many layers of bush habitat 
starting with the strappy understory layer, 
which local bandicoots love. He has even 
replaced his timber fence with a ‘green 
fence’ of dense shrubs to allow small 
creatures through to the garden.

Southern Brown Bandicoot  
Isoodon obesulus ssp. obesulusLizard lounge
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Recipe for a frog hide-away:

• Find a moist, shady area in a 
quiet part of your garden.

• Provide shelter such as logs with  
holes and loose bark or rocks.

• Plant lots of groundcovers,  
grasses and small shrubs. 

• Add chunky wood-based mulch.

Threats: 

• Cats and dogs living outside. 

• Carnivorous birds.

• Lack of habitat.

Look for the frog icon in the Plants for 
Wildlife section (pp 20-24) for plants that 
provide food and shelter for frogs.

Frogs

Common Eastern Froglet 
Crinia signifera

(AP)

Growling 
Grass Frog 
Litoria 
raniformis

Endangered

(MQ)

Striped Marsh Frog 
Limnodynastes peronii

(IM)

Southern Brown Tree frog 
Litoria ewingii

(JB)

Pobblebonk 
Limnodynastes dumerilii

(JB)

Small mammals

Look for the small mammal icon in the 
Plants for Wildlife section (pp 20-24) 
for plants that provide food and shelter 
for small mammals. 

Short-beaked Echidna 
Tachyglossus aculeatus

Common Brushtail Possum 
Trichosurus vulpecula

Common Wombat 
Vombatus ursinus

(ST)

(NL)

(MC)

Attracting mammals
Small native mammals that are most likely to 
visit your garden include the Common Ringtail 
Possum Pseudocheirus peregrinus, Common 
Brushtail Possum Trichosurus vulpecula, 
Krefft’s Glider (formerly known as Sugar 
Glider) Petaurus notatus, microbats, native 
bush rats and the Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Pteropus poliocephalus. You may see larger 
mammals in nearby parks and reserves.

Recipe:

• Microbats like large old trees with hollows 
or loose bark.

• Plant a range of indigenous plants that 
flower across the seasons and attract 
insects.

• Provide trees with hollows or species-
specific nest boxes.

• Plant eucalypts away from the house  
if you have the space to provide both  
food and shelter.

• Consider the spacing of trees to allow easy 
movement for tree-dwelling species.

• Provide a water source at ground level.

Threats: 

• Habitat loss (especially tree hollows). 

• Cats, dogs and foxes.

• Vehicle collisions.

• Power lines.

Krefft’s Glider  
Petaurus notatus
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Rakali 
Hydromys chrysogaster

(IM)

Common Ringtail Possum 
Pseudocheirus peregrinus

(GA)

Swamp Wallaby 
Wallabia bicolor

(RS)

Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Isoodon obesulus ssp. obesulus

Endangered

Lesser Long-eared Bat 
Pteropus poliocephalus

(JB)

Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Pteropus poliocephalus

(KM)

(RS) (RX)

Vunerable

Living with wildlife
Creating a wildlife-friendly garden supports a multitude of native 
wildlife that is often under pressure to survive. Occasionally we 
encounter a few challenges with wildlife in our gardens that can 
usually be managed.

Feeding wildlife 

Pacific Black Duck 
Anas superciliosa

Don’t feed the ducks!

Feeding wild ducks human 
food, such as bread, can lead to 
nutritional imbalances, increase the 
risk of disease and lead to ducks 
losing the ability to find their own 
food. Admire these lovely birds 
and leave them to feed on their 
natural diet of aquatic plants, small 
crustaceans, molluscs and aquatic 
insects.

(RH)

Rainbow Lorikeet 
Trichoglossus moluccanus

Avoid supplementary feeding

Tempting as it may be to put out 
seed for parrots or nectar for 
honeyeaters, you may be causing 
them more harm than good. Wildlife 
can become dependent on artificial 
food that may in some situations 
lead to malnutrition. Feeding 
stations can attract numerous birds 
to the same area on a regular basis. 
Multiple birds eating and defecating 
in these small areas can greatly 
increase the spread of disease. A 
constant supply of ‘easy’ human 
food can also disrupt the natural 
population density within an area. 
Rather than artificially feeding 
wildlife, plant lots of food-producing 
native plants.
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Wildlife road safety

Wildlife vehicle collisions significantly 
contribute to death and injury of many 
wildlife species. Reducing your driving 
speed at dawn, dusk and night-time will 
give you more time to spot wildlife and 
give the animals an opportunity to move 
off the road. If an animal appears dazzled 
by headlights, flash your lights a number of 
times if it is safe to do so.

Indian Myna Acridotheres tristis Birdbath 

Netting  

If you want to protect your 
fruit trees and veggies from 
wildlife visitors by using 
netting ensure it meets 
regulations. Only netting 
with a mesh size of 5mm x 
5mm or smaller can be used. 
Failure to do so can result in 
a fine.

Visit: www.agriculture.vic.
gov.au/livestock-andanimals/
animal-welfarevictoria/pocta-
act-1986/protecting-fruit-
trees-andwildlife

Responsible pet 
ownership

Domestic cats and dogs are 
one of the main threats to 
our native wildlife. Ensure 
your efforts to attract native 
wildlife to your yard are not 
undone. Keep cats and 
where possible dogs inside, 
especially from sunset to sun 
rise. Keeping your cat inside 
or confined to an outdoor 
cat run also helps them stay 
safe too.  

Tree guards 

If your young plants are in 
danger of being eaten it is 
worthwhile protecting them 
with staked tree guards until 
they are established.

Domestic cat Tree guardFinger test

Injured wildlife 

Always treat wildlife with 
caution, especially when 
distressed or injured. They 
may react unpredictably, 
carry disease and can be 
dangerous. If you find sick, 
injured or orphaned wildlife 
do not handle the animal 
unnecessarily. Stress can 
kill wildlife. If safe to do 
so place the animal in a 
dark and quiet box, do not 
attempt to give it any food 
or water. Take the animal 
to your closest vet where 
they will assess the animal 
and contact a wildlife carer. 
Alternatively contact a wildlife 

rescue organisation for 
assistance and follow their 
directions. 

Some baby birds such 
as Australian Magpies 
Gymnorhina tibicen will leave 
the nest before they can fly. 

This is normal behaviour and 
if you watch for a while, you 
will see their parents are still 
feeding and looking after 
them. 

Be prepared in case you find 
injured wildlife. Add to your 
phone: 

Wildlife Victoria  
03 8400 7300

Wildlife Rescue and 
Information Network   
0419 356 433

Wildlife Rescue and 
Emergency Service   
0427 301 401

Rescued baby Common 
Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus 
peregrinus

Deter pests

Pest animals are a threat to our native wildlife 
due to predation and competing for limited 
resources like food, water, shelter and 
nesting sites. They are also known to carry 
diseases that can spread to native birds, 
domestic pets and people. 

Indian Mynas Acridotheres tristis, foxes, 
introduced rats and mice love nothing more 
than an easy feed. This may be from a pet 
food bowl or bird feeder. Feed pets indoors 
or where these pest animals cannot access 
their bowl and clean up any uneaten food. 
Remove artificial feeding stations. Ensure 
compost bins and rubbish bins are covered 
and block holes in roofs and eaves. For 
information visit: www.casey.vic.gov.au/
problems-animals

Birdbaths

Birdbaths and water dishes provide wildlife 
with a source of drinking water and a place 
to bathe. However, it is important to locate 
it in a safe place and remember to clean 
and change the water regularly. Water can 
easily become polluted and smelly, become 
a mosquito breeding ground and spread 
disease between birds and other wildlife. Use 
a mix of vinegar and water and a scrubbing 
brush to clean your birdbath, keeping your 
feathered and other wildlife visitors happy 
and healthy. 

(JM)
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PLANTING AND GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE
There are four important elements to planting a 
successful wildlife garden 

PLANT SELECTION  |  SITE PREPARATION  |  PLANTING TECHNIQUE  |  MAINTENANCE

Plant selection 
Success in the garden starts with choosing the right plant  
for the right spot.  

To find the ideal spot for your plant, consider 
its soil, moisture and sunlight requirements 
and potential size when fully grown. Plant 
labels and nursery staff can assist you with 
selecting suitable plants. Also consider how 
plants may interact with each other, 
especially the impact large trees may have in 
your garden as they mature. 

It’s a good idea to know exactly where you 
are going to plant something. This will help 
avoid failed plantings or other issues in your 
garden. For example, if not carefully selected 
and positioned, large trees may shade out 
sun-loving plants underneath them, impact 
nearby buildings or plumbing with their 
vigorous roots, or create problems with 
leaves dropping in gutters.

If you live in a hire fire risk area or have a 
Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO) on 

your property it is important to remember to 
follow any guidelines on plant selection and 
placement. For landscaping guidelines in a 
bushfire risk area visit: www.cfa.vic.gov.au/
plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property/
landscaping 

When choosing plants from a nursery, 
remember that plants in larger pots will not 
necessarily give you better results. 
Tubestock (plants in 15cm tall plastic tubes) 
will generally catch up with and outgrow 
larger, more mature stock. They are also 
easier to establish in difficult sites with poor 
soils.

For information on plants which are local to 
the Casey region refer to pages 20-24 or the 
companion Indigenous Plant Guide.

Site preparation    
To find the ideal spot for your plant, consider its soil, moisture and 
sunlight requirements and potential size when fully grown. 

Weeds

Weeds should be controlled 
prior to planting to reduce 
competition and for post 
planting maintenance.

Hand-weed any pest plants 
from the site or cover with 
layers of newspaper or 
cardboard before mulching. 
Avoid using herbicides as 
they can build up in the 
soil and are harmful to soil 
organisms and all wildlife 
within the food chain.

Mulch

Good quality mulch should 
be spread over your garden 
to a maximum depth of 
10cm prior to planting. Water 
your soil before laying mulch. 

Using mulch can improve soil 
structure, nutrient availability 
and water retention, and 
prevent future weed growth. 
Check if there is any existing 
indigenous vegetation to 
ensure you do not mulch 
over the top of it. 

Make sure that the mulch 
you buy is made from 
a sustainable resource. 
Chipped waste wood and 
green waste mulches are 
generally a good option. 
Use a native bush mulch 
rather than pine bark mulch 

as it is low in nutrients. As 
the mulch decomposes the 
nutrients returned to the 
soil will be more suitable to 
native indigenous plants. 
When spread on your garden 
it will create a natural leaf 
litter look and provide habitat 
for insects and lizards to 
shelter and feed.

Avoid using much that has 
been made using weedy 
plant species, so you don’t 
introduce any weed seeds 
or plant material into your 
garden. 

Once spread it is good to 
let your mulch settle for a 
couple of weeks before 
planting into it. 

Bush mulch around Yellow Buttons  
Chrysocephalum apiculatumHand weeding
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Mulch

Backfill

Rootball

Planting

1. Give your potted plant a good water or 
soak in a bucket of water prior to planting.

2. Move back the mulch and dig a sloping, 
shallow hole 2 to 3 times the width of the 
pot and as deep as the pot.

3. Fill the hole with water and allow it to drain 
before planting.

4. Upend your pot. Any roots protruding 
through the bottom can be pruned before 
its removed. Holding the pot upside down 
gently tap the bottom of the pot until the 
plant is removed. You may need to gently 
squeeze the pot to loosen it. There is 
generally no need to tease or separate the 
root ball, it is better not to disturb the root 
system.

5. Place the plant in the hole so that the top 
of the root ball is level with the top of the 
hole.

6. Backfill loose soil around the plant and 
press down firmly.

7. Fashion a circle of raised soil around the 
edge of the root ball to form a watering 
basin.

8. Water thoroughly to settle the soil around 
the plant.

9. Replace the mulch up to the edge of the 
root ball. Do not mulch up to the stem as 
this may cause collar rot.

Maintenance of your wildlife garden
Gardens planted with indigenous plants generally require less 
maintenance than gardens planted with introduced plants.

Watering

Indigenous plants generally need less water 
than introduced plants.

Water in the evening or early morning to 
prevent water evaporating before it reaches 
your plant roots.

Give your plants a slow, deep water at a rate 
that the soil can absorb the water.

Tree Guards

Protect young plants as they grow if they are 
at risk of being eaten or trodden on.

Mulch

Top up your mulch as it breaks down. 

Remember not to mulch right up to the stem 
of your plants as this can cause diseases 
such as collar rot.

Avoid using mulch that is too fresh (e.g. 
recently chipped branches) when mulching 
around your plants as it removes nitrogen 
from the soil as it breaks down. Yellowing 
plants could be telling you that your mulch 
was too fresh.

Avoid using very fine mulch or grass clippings 
as a mulch as they tend to mat together 
forming a dense layer and can introduce 
weedy grass seeds into your garden. It is 
better to add these clippings to your compost 
bin or council green waste bin.

Mulch conserves 
water, reduces 

weeds, helps keep 
the soil temperature 
even, adds nutrients 
and creates habitat! 



54  |  GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE  |  55

Natural pest control

Herbicides and pesticides from our garden 
can enter our stormwater system, where 
they pollute local waterways and harm plants 
and wildlife. By using non-chemical pest 
control we create healthier habitats. 

Consider:

• Checking your garden regularly for pests.

• Attracting predatory animals to your 
garden. Not only do birds, bats, frogs 
and lizards eat pest insects, but so do 
ladybirds, praying mantis, hover flies and 
dragonflies.

• Removing pests by hand or spray with a jet 
of water.

• Trying home remedies such as linseed oil in 
a shallow dish to catch earwigs.

• Placing ground up egg shells around plants 
to deter snails.

Fertiliser

Indigenous plants generally do not require 
fertilising as they have adapted to suit local 
soils. 

A good mulch will slowly break down and 
add nutrients to the soil. 

If you do fertilise your indigenous plants, 
there are commercial products available for 
native plants that are slow-release and low in 
phosphate.

Fuel reduction 

If you live in a high fire risk area, make sure 
you prepare your property. Here are a few 
things you can do:

• Clean leaves and debris out of gutters 
and off roofs.

• Moving any flammable material away from 
buildings.

• Keeping grass short. 

• Cleaning up any piles of dead vegetation 
or branches that are classed as ‘fine 
fuels’ (smaller than your little finger, about 
5cm in diameter).

• Have a bushfire plan.

For further information on being fire ready 
visit: www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-
to-prepare-your-property

Common Spotted Ladybird Harmonia conformis eating 
a nymph of the Green Peach Aphid Myzus persicae

 attract predatory 
animals to your 

garden

Become a citizen scientist! 
You might like to record your wildlife observations. The 
iNaturalist platform helps you to share your observations, see 
sightings near you and have your records added to the national 
biodiversity database for use by others including scientists. 
Find out more at https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 

Or participate in backyard wildlife surveys such as: 

• Aussie Backyard Bird Count www.aussiebirdcount.org.au

• Wild Pollinator Count www.wildpollinatorcount.com

• Frog ID week www.frogid.net.au

• Frog Census Melbourne Water 
www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/get-involved/be-citizen-
scientist/frog-census
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REFERENCE AND ADVICE
Nurseries 

Cardinya View Nursery 
Berwick: 9769 9887 
www.cardinya-view.business.site/

Southern Dandenongs 
Community Nursery 
Belgrave: 9754 6962 
www.sdcn.org.au

Green Circle nursery 
Beaconsfield Upper: 0407 304 061 
http://www.greencircleplantnursery.net.au/

Conservation Collective 
Somerville: 0457 001 784 
www.conservationcollective.shop/

Cardinia Environment  
Coalition Nursery 
Tynong: 03 5941 8446 
cecinc.net.au/cec-nursery/

Cranbourne Growing Friends 
www.rbgfriendscranbourne.org.au/group/
growing-friends

Further reading

Bishop A.B Habitat – a practical guide 
to creating a wildlife-friendly Australian 
garden, Melbourne, Murdoch Books, 2018. 

Stewart, Angus & Bishop A.B The 
Waterwise Australian Native Garden – A 
practical guide to garden design, plant 
selection and much more, Murdoch 
Books, 2019.

Blood, Kate Environmental Weeds: A 
Field Guide for SE Australia, CH Jerram 
and Associates, Melbourne, 2001.

Bull, Marilyn Flora of Melbourne, 4th 
Edition, Hyland House Publishing, Carlton. 
2014.

Scott, Rob et al. Indigenous Plants 
of the Sandbelt: A Gardening Guide 
for South-east Melbourne, Bloomings 
Books,Melbourne. 2002.

Useful websites

Birdlife Australia 
www.birdlife.org.au

Sustainable Gardening Australia 
www.sgaonline.org.au

Agriculture Victoria  
www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity

Weeds Australia 
www.weeds.org.au/

Gardens for Wildlife Victoria 
www.gardensforwildlifevictoria.com/

inaturalist 
www.inaturalist.ala.org.au/

Atlas of Living Australia 
www.ala.org.au

Land for Wildlife 
www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/protecting-
wildlife/land-for-wildlife

Biodiversity:

The variety of plant and 
animal life in a particular 
habitat.

Competitor: 

An organism that competes 
with another for resources 
such as food, water or a 
mate.

Degradation:

The process by which 
something is made worse.

Density: 

The number of individuals of 
a species that occurs within 
a certain area.

Diversity:

The number of species and 
abundance of each species 
that live in a particular 
location.

Fauna:

All the animal life present in 
a particular region, habitat 
or time.

Flora:

All the plant life present in  
a particular region, habitat 
or time.

Fragmentation:

The process of breaking 
into pieces or being divided 
into parts. It is used in this 
booklet to describe the 
gradual removal of habitat 
so that only fragments 
remain.

Habitat:

The natural home or 
environment of an animal, 
plant, or other organism.

Hollows:

A hole or empty space 
that naturally forms within 
a large, mature tree. Many 
animals use these for shelter 
and nesting.  

Indigenous:

The plants and animals  
originating or occurring 
naturally in a particular 
place. For example within 
the City of Casey.

Native:

Used to describe the plants 
and animals from a specific 
country. For example plants 
from Australia.

Nocturnal: 

Being active at night rather 
than during the day.

Predator: 

An animal that hunts and 
eats other animals as their 
main food source.

Structural diversity:

Having a variety of plants 
growing in an area that are 
different in their size and 
shape. 

Vegetation:

The plant life of a region or 
the plant community.

Weeds:

Any plant growing where it is 
not wanted.

Wildlife:

Animals, birds, insects, etc. 
that are wild and live in a 
natural environment.

GLOSSARY



Acknowledgement of Country 

The City of Casey proudly acknowledges the Traditional Owners, 
Casey’s Aboriginal communities and their rich culture and pays 
respect to their Elders past, present and future. We acknowledge 
Aboriginal people as Australia’s First Peoples and as the Traditional 
Owners and Custodians of the land on which we work and live.

Contact City of Casey 
03 9705 5200
NRS: 133 677 (for the deaf,  
hearing or speech impaired) 
caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au

casey.vic.gov.au

facebook.com/CityOfCasey 
@CityOfCasey

PO Box 1000
Narre Warren VIC 3805

Customer Service Centres
Bunjil Place 
Magid Drive, Narre Warren

Cranbourne
Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre


