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EXTERNAL REFERRALS

Sometimes, a planning permit application needs to be referred to
other authorities for advice or consultation. For example, if you’re

proposing to change the access to aroad, your application may be
referred to the Department of Transport.
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What is the purpose of areferral?

The referral process provides an opportunity for Casey to get advice from relevant bodies to
inform whether a permit should be granted. Referrals in planning avoid the need for a second
permit process, after the planning permit is granted.

How do | know if my application needs to be referred?

The City of Casey will refer the application to other persons or bodies specified as referral
authorities under Clause 66 of all planning schemes. An authority may object to the granting
of a permit or specify conditions to be included on a permit.

What sort of things are referred?

Clause 66 identifies the types of proposals that may need to be referred.

Some examples include:

APPLICATION REFERRAL AUTHORITY

Clause 44.05 Melbourne Water or other appropriate
Special Building Overlay floodplain management authority.
Clause 52.05 (Signs) Head, Transport for Victoria

An application to display an animated or electronic
sign within 60 metres of a freeway or arterial road
declared under the Road Management Act 2004.

Clause 52.27 Liquor Licensing Victoria
An application under the Clause in association with a
bar, hotel or nightclub that is to operate after 1 am.

Clause 52.29 Head, Transport for Victoria
Altering or adding a new driveway/ crossover to an
arterial road

The Chief Commissioner of Police must be given notice of an application in association with
a bar, hotel or nightclub that is to operate after 1 am.
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Statutory time frames

A referral authority has 28 days in which to provide comments to the City of Casey. However,
a referral authority that requires any further information from Casey must request that
information within 21 days. After receiving the required information, the referral authority then
has 28 days in which to provide comments to Casey.

Types of referral authority

There are two types of referral authority: a determining referral authority and a
recommending referral authority.

Both types can object to the granting of a permit, decide not to object or specify conditions to
be included on a permit.

If a determining referral authority objects, Casey must refuse to grant a permit, and if a
determining referral authority specifies conditions, those conditions must be included in any
permit granted.

In contrast, Casey must consider the recommending referral authority’s advice but is not
obliged to refuse the application or to include any recommended conditions.

More information about referral authorities can be found here:

https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0021/97311/PPN54-Referral-and-
Notice-Provisions June-2015.pdf
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