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Statement of Significance: ‘Hillsley’ November 2020 
 
Address: 90-104 Robinson Road, Narre 

Warren North  
Name: Hillsely Home Complex and 

Garden 

Place type:  Residential Grading: Significant 

PS ref no: HO57 Constructed: 1870 
 

 
Figure 1: Detail of curtilage for HO57 – shown by solid red line 
 
What is significant? 
Hillsley Homestead Complex and Garden located at 90-104 Robinson Road Narre Warren North.  

The significant elements of the place are located across two titles. Those on the land at 90-104 
Robinson Road, Narre Warren North are:  

• The Victorian brick homestead (c.1870) and its later additions (c.1935);  
• The driveway form and layout from Robinsons Road to the homestead including the turning 

circle, and associated planting of a variety of mature trees on both sides;  
• The rare specimens of Totara, Plum Pine and Himalayan Oak (included as plantings along 

the driveway);  
• The boundary plantings of trees, particularly those north of the house, including specimens of 

Smooth Arizona Cypress, Algerian Oak, English Elm and English Oak;  
• The interwar outbuilding  
• The mature garden located to the front and sides of the residence, including all mature trees 

and shrubs, any paths and their layout and all garden features. Of particular interest are the 
mature specimens of Coral Tree, Bull Bay Magnolia, Illawarra Flame Tree, Holly, Irish 
Strawberry Tree, Oleander and Windmill Palm.  

• The stone and earth cool store, located on a hill north east of the main residence;  
• The vernacular corrugated iron and timber shearing shed and yards, located north east of the 

main residence;  

The modern corrugated iron shedding, garages and fences are not significant. 
 
How is it significant? 
Hillsley Homestead Complex and Garden is of historical, aesthetic and scientific (botanical) local 
significance to the City of Casey. 
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Why is it significant? 
The farming complex at Hillsley is of historical significance as a comparatively rare intact example of a 
farm complex within the municipality, which demonstrates, through its fabric the history and variety of 
agricultural pursuits in the Narre Warren North area over a period of 100 years. The original 
homestead was constructed as the centre of a farming enterprise focussed on orcharding and 
cropping, demonstrated by the early surviving cool store, which, judging by its construction, dates from 
the 1870-1900 period. By the 1890s, the property was primarily focussed on grazing and vegetable 
growing, the shearing shed being evidence of the grazing pursuits, while the cool store continued to 
be used for storing vegetables. By the interwar period, orcharding and grazing had once again 
become the primary source of income for the family. The house also demonstrates historical changes 
in fashion, the Robinson family fortunes over time, constructed as a fine residence in the 1870s, it was 
extended and ‘modernised’ through the addition of render to its chimneys and sills, and a new wing of 
the house in c1935. There are relatively few examples of farming complexes with a variety of the 
original residence and intact farm buildings surviving within the locality. (Criterion A and B)  

It is of aesthetic significance for the fine Victorian residence, designed by George Washington 
Robinson and constructed in 1872, in its elevated garden setting. Several of the trees are also of 
outstanding aesthetic value for their size and form, including the Bull Bay Magnolia and Coral Tree in 
particular. (Criterion E)  

The range and variety of unusual specimens of trees in the garden are of scientific interest (botanical) 
as some are particularly rare in residential gardens of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, 
particularly the Himalayan Oaks and the Totara and Plum Pine specimens (Criterion B and F). 
 
Primary source 

Select Review of Casey Heritage Places (Context Pty Ltd, June 2018) 


