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This 3rd Revised 
Edition of the 
"Early Days of 
Berwick" has 
been published 
by the Rotary 

Club of Berwick 
in the 75th year 

of Rotary. 
R W. Rankin 

President 1980. 

OBJECT OF ROTARY 
The object of Rotary is to encourage and 
foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy 
enterprise and, in particular, to encourage 
and foster: 

First. The development of acquaintance as 
an opportunity for service; 

Second. High ethical standards in business 
and professions; the recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful occupations; and the 
dignifying by each Rotarian of his occupation 
as an opportunity to serve society; 

Third. The application of the ideal of service 
by every Rotarian to his personal, business, 
and community life; 

Fourth. The advancement of international 
understanding, good will, and peace through 
a world fellowship of business and profes
sional men united in the ideal of service. 
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COAT OF ARMS 

The historical rese.arch in ¢evising a symbolic Coat of Arms for 
The City of Berwick ~as assigned to N. E. Beaumont and the design 
and drawing to Coloftel A. G. Puttock, O.L.B., P.H.S.A., President 
of The Heraldry s9:ciety of Australia. 

The Coat of Arms was approved by The College of Arms, 
London, and granted Royal Warrant on April 8th, 1976 by Her 
Majesty Queen Eii2:'abeth the Second. 

On the 25th March, 1977 at a Dinner at the Doveton Hall, His 
Excellency The Hinourable Sir Henry Winneke, K.C.M.G. 
K.C. V.O. O.B.E., K.11St.J. Q.C., Governor of Victoria presented the 
Letters Patent of the;[Armorial Bearings to the Mayor of the City of 
Berwick, Cr. Thom~s, J.P. 
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""'llu hmcrial ~eorin.9s anil St'PP"rtus offbt 
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EXPLANATION OF THE VARIOUS COMPONENTS OF 
THE CITY 0F BERWICK'S COAT OF ARMS 

The Crest - The Helmeted Honey Eater 
The Helmeted Honey Eater (melliphaga cassidiso) is regarded as 
Australia's rarest bir4 and the upper reaches of the Cardinia Creek 
(the eastern boundary of the City) is one of the three remaining 
habitats of this bird.,, 

It is a most ornate '~pecies, clad on the back, wings and tail in a 
greenish brown shade and with a brease of jonquil yellow, while 
most of the head ab.d neck, including the helmet or crest, is 
resplendent in gleaming tones of lemon yellow. 

The Honey Eater siands on a tree stump, the symbol of a living 
tree, which signifies that the City of Berwick widely known for its 
pleasant outlook and for its many trees, both native and exotic. 

The ,Wreath - A Mural Crown 
The mural crown sta.nds for Municipal Affairs - the symbol of 
Local Government. 

The Shield 
The shield is dividecj into four quarters:-

ln the upper quart'er, the buckle is the symbol for "success by 
endeavour". This ~ymbol was chosed to signify that the City of 
Berwick is a new Nlunicipality and will depend on the hard work 
of its Councillors, Officers and Citizens to lay a solid foundation 
for the future. :: 
The left quarter depicts a bull's head, which is significant in four 
respects: 

there are many, properties in the City of Berwick presently 
running both beef and dairy cattle 
the original insignia of the Berwick Shire Council, established 
in 1868, was a bull's head. This insignia was used by the 
Shire until the 1960' s and serves as a link between the new 
City Council an~ the previous Local Government body for the 
area, the Berwipk Shire Council 
there is a bull included in the insignia of the Berwick and 
District Agricultural and Horticultural Society. The insignia 
of the Berwick Agricultural Society incorporates that of the 
parent body - the Port Phillip Farmer's Society, established 
in 1848 
the Berwick djstrict produced the Ayrshire bull, Lord 
Beaconsfield, th'e foundation bull from which, crossed with 
Shorthorn cows;: the now famous Illawarra breed of cattle 
originated. 

In the right quarte:r is a lamb, representing primary produce. 
When the district w,as first settled farming was the major pursuit 
of the residents. Th'e success and development of the area in the 
early years was du.e .to a .gr.eat extent to the endeavours of the 
farming community,. 
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The lower quarter shows a bear muzzled and chained to the base 
of a . tree. This symbol is taken from the Coat of Arms of 
Berwick-upon-Tweed, indicating our link with Berwick-upon
Tweed, England. The generally accepted belief regarding the 
name "Berwick" is that Captain Gardiner, the first settler, came 
from Berwick-upon-Tweed in the north of England, and called 
his run "Berwick". The early surveyors working in the district 
gave their address as "care Berwick, Westernport" and soon the 
name became more widely known as the name of the district. 
Berwick City Council and the Shire Council before it have, over 
a period of years, corresponded to form a link with Berwick
upon-Tweed Council, England. 

The Supporters - Two Black Horses 
These horses are included for two reasons:-

to represent the significance of the horse in the early days and its 
part in transportation along the Princes Highway, particularly 
during the coaching days 
it is widely known that the City of Berwick presently has one of 
the highest densities of horses of any area in Victoria. 

The Base - A Bluestone Wall 
This wall signifies the importance of quarrying. Wilson's bluestone 
quarry commenced operations in Berwick in 1870 and is still 
functioning at the time of adoption of the Coat of Arms. The ballast 
for the Gippsland Railway was provided from this quarry and for 
many years the quarry provided a major source of employment for 
the Berwick and Narre Warren townships. There are a number of 
other quarries in the area and quarrying remains a major industry in 
the City. 

The Motto - "Recte Omnia Duce Deo" 
This translates to - "God being my guide, all things will be rightly 
done." 
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PREFACE 

IT is a privilege to write a short introduction to this excellent 
little book; It is a piece of work for which many people will be 
grateful, and the Authors are to be commended for their zeal in 
placing on record, before it is too late, another local history. 

The people described in this book are from life, the events 
historical, and it tells of the people in earlier days. 

The story unfolde<l by the Authors is fascinating and to me, 
is particularly interesting for several reasons. 

I find two personal links with the district. Firstly, through 
reference to "Cadle's Flour Mill" at Dandenong. This is Joseph 
Draper Cadle, my grandfather. The second link is through a 
silver inkstand, in front of me as I write. It bears the following 
inscription which refers to my father:-

"Presented to Mr. James McComb on his leaving the 
district, by Members and Office Bearers of the Wesleyan 
Church in the Berwick Circuit, Berwick, Oct., 1875." 

The great value of this book lies in the fact that it contains so 
much local history. I hold the view that our schools should start 
with their own history, then proceed to find out how they fit into, 
and form part of, the history of the Town or City in which they 
are situated, then of the Municipality, the District, the Region, 
the State and the Commonwealth. From here we can go on to 
the Empire and the World . 

From the historical point of view, this book is a very valuable 
contribution, and adds another desirable chapter to the history 
of our State. 

The paramount problem of our time is how to develop the 
individual on the one hand, and on the other hand, how to fit 
the individual into the community. Perhaps these records will 
help us to understand how the people in earlier years progressed 
towards this desideratum. 

H. S. McCOMB, L.s., r .R.1.c.s., 
F.R. MET. S., F,V,I.S . ( LOND.) 

A.M.I.E. (AUST.) 

President, Historical Society of Victoria 

Melbourne, 
August, 1948. 
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Border Hotel (Ye Berwick Inn) and Mr. Geordie Brown 's S to re, Berwick, 1857, showing Melbourne Road (Prince's Highway) 
Pho tograph by courtesy of Mr. T. Warne, Gloucester Avenue. Berwick. 
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FOREWORD 

Professor Walter Murdoch, M.A., when reviewing the first 
edition of this book, has written that when he was a schoolboy 
history meant at least for the lower forms, the history of England: 
and it began in 1066, but when we reached the upper classes we 
were given a smattering of Roman and Greek history and could 
answer examination questions about Tarquinius, Superbus, Scipio 
Africinus and Alcibiades. But these were luxuries; we regarded 
the history of England as what really mattered-if history really 
mattered at all to us, which most of us doubted. 

Revolt against this way of teaching we'nt into two directions. 
First, there were the people who timidly suggested that the history 
could not possibly be understood except against a background of 
European history. Growing bolder, they asked why we should stop 
at Europe, the smallest of the continents. 

The history of any country can be understood only if we have 
studied the history of the world. Before we can make out what 
great soldiers and statesmen were up to, we must know something 
of what the mastodon and the plesiosaurus were up to, and 
H. G. Wells wrote his "Outline of History" to show how the story 
of the planet could be taught. 

But why, said the bolder spirit, stop at the planet? How and 
when did the earth come into existence? We must not take a 
narrow planetary view of history; children must be taught cos~ic 
history. After all, why concentrate on one little star· whizzing 
round a sun which is itself only a very second rate body? But the 
revolt against the old way of teaching history took another, and 
an opposite direction. How on earth, it was asked, can you expect 
people to be interested in shadowy persons such as King John or 
William Pitt, or in vague abstractions like Magna Carta or in 
happenings in places they have never seen? 

You have begun on the wrong end. You must start, not with the 
remote, in time and space, but with the near and the recent. 
Youngsters should learn the history of Australia before we tell 
them about Europe or America and the best way of learning the 
history of Australia is to begin with the history of their own 
township. Berwick and district's history goes back 100 years which 
is just the right length of time; that is to say, long enough to 
give young people an idea of what history really means and not 
so long as to carry them into the mists of antiquity. 

Children will study the doings of pio1,1,eers who are their own 
great-grandfathers, and who carved out of this once heavily timbered 
country the farms they pass on their way to school. 

It would be an excellent thing if every township and town in the 
country had a book devoted to its early days, to the ups and downs 
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of its progress, to what it now is. It is suggested that our Education' 
Departments shoulp proclaim a "History Week" devoted to a 
collection by the qhildren of such bits of local history as they 
can extract from t!:1e memories of their elders. (They will learn 
among other thii:igs how fallible memories are apt to be.) If you 
say that it is takiryg a deplorably parochial view of history my 
reply is that that i~ so. I maintain that before you can take an 
interest in what ha:ppened in Rome 1000 years ago you must be 
interested in that ihich happened last week in your own parish. 

Blithedale, 
South Perth, W.A .. 

22/10/58. 

WALTER H. MURDOCH. 

FOREWORD TO THE THIRD EDITION 

With the establis~ment of many new homes in the district, and a 
considerable increase in population in the l 960's and l 970's, a 
renewed interest in its history became apparent. The two earlier 
editions of" Early Pays of Berwick" had met with success and had 
been sold out. There existed a demand for a re-issue. The Rotary 
Club of Berwick res'olved to re-publish the book; this was to be done 
in the original form in order to save costs, but with the addition of 
further information ':Which had been received as a result of the earlier 
editions. 

Professor R. M. Crawford, Professor of History at the University 
of Melbourne, had 1jwritten:- "that he had been impressed by the 
interest taken in th\)ir past history by people in country centres. It 
would become more difficult to write these histories as the years 
went by, hence his ipterest in discovering and preserving the records 
on which they must;be based, and he suggested their compilation for 
those towns and d,istricts which had as yet no written history. 
"Early Days of Berwick" was used by his students as a local history 
textbook." · 

Acknowledgement was also received from the University of 
Adelaide. Favourab)e comments from Professor Medley encouraged 
confidence in a fuhher presentation of the book when the need 
arose. The need no'\v appears evident, and when I was asked by the 
Rotary Club ofBenyick for permission to reprint the second edition, 
and to compile additional information that had been received, I 
readily agreed. ' 

Berwick, 
August, 1979. 

NORMAN E. BEAUMONT. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It is in the events of the past and the principal annals of the 
early history of the district that we write. We have reached an 
epoch constituting a turning point in our history-a departure 
from the old to the new-a line of demarcation distinct between 
earlier and later days. The object being to set out the recordings 
over the years, keeping within the terms of reference of the title 
of the book. In a sparsely settled area individuality is more 
recognizable and the actions of men can be more easily evaluated 
.and come more immediately under notice of their fellows than in 
more populous places-thus it is we are able to distinguish those 
who played a worthy or conspicuous part in our development, 
whether it be unremitting hard work in overcoming the problems 
and difficulties of settlement in erecting their homes, often of slab 
.and bark huts in heavily timbered country, or of the more public 
minded, advancing the progress of settlement in roads, coaches, 
mails, schools and churches. All however played their part and 
served their time and generation. Those who would know the 
early history of Australia must perforce know something of its 
early. settled districts. 

In compiling this history it has been our endeavour to record 
the happenings over the years as accurately and faithfully as 
possible. If inaccuracies have occurred we hope allowances will 
be made. Unfortunately so many of our pioneers have been 
allowed to pass to the Great Beyond without their recollections 
having been written. In many instances we have to rely on the 
next generation-their children-to recount the experiences and 
recollections of their pioneer parents. Some names of pioneers and 
early settlers of the district have possibly been omitted; if so, it is 
regretted and whenever names which should have been included, 
or errors detected, it will be rectified whenever a fitting opportunity 
is presented. It is with the pioneers who opened the way and with 
the men and women who followed, who built their homes and 
tended our beautiful countryside that this record deal's. As years 
roll on it is hoped it will prove a work of reference. The Pioneers 
gave our Commonwealth its character and initial impetus for us to 
build on. They have passed from the scene of their labours. Their 
names deserve to live. May this record serve as a tribute to our 
district pioneers and to commemorate their enduring memory. 

January, 1959. 
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EARLY EXPLORATION 
AND SUBSEQUENT SETTLEMENT 

This part of Victoria in which our district is situated was 
discovered on 4th January, 1798. When Bass on his memorable 
journey in an open whaleboat from Sydney, found the existence 
of a strait between Van Diemen's Land (so designated until the 
year 1856 when it was renamed Tasmania) and the Mainland. 
Whilst proceeding along the coast, Bass noticed an entrance and 
sailed through it to enter Westernport Bay. In 1801 Lieut. Grant 
in H.M.S. Nelson entered Westernport and planted trial plots of 
wheat, maize arid potatoes on Churchill Island. Westernport was 
again seen by Flinders in April, 1802, from the summit of Arthur's 
Seat, Mornington Peninsula. 

An important event to come later was the action of the authorities 
in Sydney in the year ,1826 in founding a settlement on its shores 
in order to forestall its colonization by the French. Previously a 
French expedition had been landed there before the military 
detachment sent from Sydney in command of Capts. Wetheral and 
Wright, to take formal possession, arrived there but the French 
had departed again; however, the settlement being found 
unsuitable the military detachment did not remain there either, 
and it was abandoned in less than a year. By 1836 there were a few 
settlers dotted round · Port Phillip District which was included 
within N.S.W., and also the Hentys were at Portland Bay in 1834. 
However, it was left to McMillan to make an overland trip in 
1839 to this South-east corner of the continent in the vicinity 
of the Snowy, Buchan, Tambo, Nicholson, Mitchell and Latrobe 
Rivers, and thus figured as the discoverer of this section of 
Gippsland. He was followed a year later by Strzelecki in 1840, 
who came through from the roof of Australia, giving Mount 
Kosciusko its name, then pushing through the dense forest to 
Wes tern port. 

The official report of Strzelecki which appears in the House of 
Commons Papers in 1841, 'Vol. 17, reads: "On account of the 
cheering prospects to future settlers, which this country holds out, 
and which it was my lot to discover, I took the liberty of naming 
it in honour of His Excellency the Governor-Gippsland. " 
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(Sir George Gipps was Governer of New South Wales from: 
1838-1846. This reBort was dated June 26th, 1840.) · 

In 1835 Batman ::had also crossed over Bass Strait from Van 
Diemen's Land on t~e schooner "Rebecca" and entered Port Phillip, 
made his way up the Yarra for a short distance of about six miles 
where he found goo~ water, and very deep and made the prophetic 
entry in his journal:! "This will be the place for a village," writing 
of what was to bec~me the site of the future City of Melbourne. 

The district was kpown as Port Phillip and as such it was known 
until 1851, when 'it '.:Was severed from New South Wales and with 
the Murray River as!\its northern border constituted the new Colony 
of Victoria, so named after Queen Victoria who had come to the 
Throne some thirteen years previously. 

As to the first settler in our district there is a conflict of evidence 
but it will be seen:i subsequently from the foregoing exploratory 
dates it was only a;; matter of some two or three years later that 
settlement took plac~ in our own district. 
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night, a very necessary precaution in those days as the dingoes 
were very keen on mutton as a change from kangaroo or other 
native game which were very much fleeter of foot to catch than 
the sheep. The early settlers of Van Diemen's Land, later Tasmania, 
were not troubled with these pests as were our own early 
settlers. It is thought that ~he dingoes entered Australia from 
the north and worked their way across the continent but they had 
not penetrated as far south as to reach Tasmania before it was cut 
off from the mainland by the seas of Bass Straits submerging the 
sunken land mass between. It is thought that the Tasmanian 
devils at an early period also inhabited the southern districts of 
Victoria but with the advent of the dingoes from the north they 
were soon exterminated, as the dingo was a much more active 
and formidable animal than the slower moving Tasmanian devil. 
As the dingo did not get across to Tasmania so the Tasmanian 
devil got leave to exist there but became extinct on the mainland. 
However, in and around Dandenong and Berwick they caused 
serious depredations in the scanty numbers of sheep of the time. 

Dandenong was heavily timbered red gum country, _other trees 
being the sheoke, the lightwood, the wild cherry, the peppermint 
gums and bottlebrushes. Young specimens of these trees have 
recently made their appearance on the right hand side of the 
Prince's Highway as you go from Berwick to Dandenong and 
the Country Roads Board has wisely protected them with an 
enclosure. These are banksia, marginata, the silver banksia. The 
undergrowth consisted of dwarf scrub, kangaroo grass, heath and 
bracken and, round the creek side, laurels, myrtles, wattles, native 
shrubs, ferns, wild raspberries and wild black currants. 

Of the plants more or less specifically referred to by the early 
writers, the common heath has disappeared with the advance of 
settlement but representatives of most of the others are still to be 
seen growing around the Dandenong Creek in the Dandenong 
Park, particularly the wild black currants, Coprosma quadrifida. 
Another interesting plant to have survived unnoticed and still to 
be seen flourishing within a few feet of the highway is the "Tree 
Violet," Hymenanthera dentata. Is is worthy of note that the 
greatest botanist Victoria has had, Baron Sir Ferdinand von 
Mueller, knew the district well and visited Mr. Geo. W. Robinson 
at Narre Warren North frequently and gave him trees and plants, 
which are still to be seen growing on the Hillsley property. Baron 
von Mueller makes frequent references in some of his books to 
plants found growing on the Cardinia Creek. 

Dandenong was a beautiful verdant valley but it was soon to 
become trarisformed on account of its splendid red gum timber. 
A settlement began of timber getters. Their huts were of wattle 
and daub. Dunn's and Dunbar's hotels were built in the late 
1840's at the corner of what are now Scott and Lonsdale Streets, 
Dandenong. Dunbar's was typical of the times, built of palings 
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and shingles, a bar' with a shallow ver::ndah in front and Ranked 
by living rooms on: one side, and later by a store and post office. 
Mention is made of,i Dunbar's because, later, land auction sales took 
place there. It w~s also, in turn, Road Board and Council 
Chamber, Church and Court House. Mr. Dunbar was doing a 
medical course in Ireland when quinsy put an end to his studies 
and he decided to ,come to Australia, where he took up his new 
line of business, but'Jhe often made his medical knowledge available 
to aborigines and wµites alike. The sawyers of this early settlement 
took out thousands :of feet of timber for works on the infant city 
of Melbourne, espedally for planking the wharves. There was very 
little money in the1 labour of timber getting, but it entailed any 
amount of hard work. The practice was to be up before daybreak, 
have breakfast by candle or lamp light, then work commenced in 
the bush. A tree was selected and felled and the limbs dressed 
off. If a saw-pit was within easy distance, a bullock team was 
employed to snig tli.e tree to the pit. If a saw-pit was not handy, 
011e was dug close 9y and the sawyers took up their positions, one 
on rop of the pit ai;id another beneath. They then sawed the log 
into requisite lengths with a hand pit saw and broke it down to 
timber of required dimensions. The saw9ust the man below got 
in his eyes can well be imagined. This procedure was also carried 
out in Berwick b~t in a different class of timber-principally 
messmate for exterior work and white gum for interior work. 
Hand-sawn beams, : beautifully mortised, are still to be seen at 
Green Hills, the property of Mr. A. I. D. Aitchison, formerly Old 
Ardblair. For sheet piling the wharves, planking of dimensions 
9 in x 2 in. x 27 ft: was needed, the price being 12/- per 100 ft., 
deliven;d. Of this ~um the bullock driver received half, his job 
being to haul the logs to the saw-put and cart them when sawn to 
the city wharves th'~n in course of construction. The other half 
went to the sawyers. Those were the days when men and boys, 
and women too, worked hard, and when there was no eight-hour 
day or forty-hour week. At that time, by daylight, everybody 
who was fit was at work, and until it was too dark to use an axe 
the axe could be he;ird ringing in the trees and the saw at work 
in the pit. On occasions sawyers sometimes worked by lantern 
light till late at night to fulfill an order and allow the bullock 
teamster to get away with his load of timber. The same men 
would be at work again at daybreak next morning. They were 
a tough breed of mep and truly great pioneers. 

The red gum country extended on both sides of Dandenong 
and went back towards Melbourne for a considerable distance, but 
the best trees were felled in and round Dandenong. Trees around 
Grassmere, Hamptori Park and the intersection of Cranbourne and 
Pound roads were felled and most of the timber was sawn into 
blocks for paving the streets of Melbourne. As we proceed along 
the Prince's Highwa:)' about Dandenong we can look with a good 
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deal of affection on the remammg old red gums which afford a 
connecting link with our past history and see to it that those left 
by the roadside are preserved and not wantonly destroyed without 
thought or care. 

It is pleasing to note that in this regard the newly established 
factories of General Motors-Holden, and Heinz on the Prince's 
Highway, have used every endeavour to preserve the trees within 
their areas, and indeed a fine specimen of the Dandenong red gum 
occupies a triangular plot directly in the middle of G.M.-Holden's 
entrance diverting the flow of inwards and outwards traffic 
roundabout. This company is to be congratulated in setting a 
splendid example in tree preservation which some of our axe-minded 
governmental bodies might well follow. 

LEGISLATION AND POLICE CONTROL 

In the earliest times the police activities were under the control 
of New South Wales and thus in and around Dandenong mounted 
troopers from over the border collected fees from the timber getters 
from each of whom was exacted a charge of 10/- a year. On 
livestock the assessments were: Upon every ram, ewe, wether, or 
weaned lamb, the owner was taxed ½d.; a bull, ox, cow, steer or 
calf l½d.; a horse, gelding, mare or foal, 3d. This obtained from 
1839 until about 1850, when it was cancelled but a much higher 
rate was imposed when our legislators got their chance after the 
1st July, 1851, when the Separation Bill from New South Wales 
was enacted, and the actual independence of Victoria commenced. 

BOUNDARIES 

On the 16th July, 1855, there was an Act passed to enable Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria to assent to a Bill to establish a Constitution 
for the Colony of Victoria. 

In that Bill, the Legislative Assembly Electoral Districts were 
described. The Berwick district lay within Mornington which 
was described as follows: Bounded on the north by part of the 
Southern Boundary of the County of Evelyn, being the Dividing 
Range, from the source of the River Buneep Buneep (Bunyip) to 
the source of the Deep Creek, thence by that Creek and a line 
south, two miles fifty-eight chains from that Creek to Dandenong 
Creek, thence by that Creek to the Carrum Swamp, by that Swamp 
and the Mordialloc Creek Co its mouth at the Long Beach below 
Ben Ben Gin, thence by the shores of Port Phillip Bay to Point 
Nepean; on the south-west and south by the sea coast from Point 
Nepean to Cape Patterson; on the East by a line north from Cape 
Patterson to the W arringrin Range, thence along the said Range 
in a northerly direction to the mouth of the Buneep Buneep 
River, and by that River to its source in the Dividing Range, 
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'including French Jnd Phillip Islands and the small Islands in 
Westernport Bay. ffhus the electoral boundaries· were vastly 
different from that of today. 

Writs were then , issued for the election of the first Victorian 
Council but the Cbnstitution Bill was not proclaimed until the 
16th October, 1855. 

The South Provihce extended across the north of Melbourne 
and took in Mornington and districts practically as far as Bunyip. 
Evelyn and Mornington are joined as one electorate. 

Result of electiorj. to the First Parliament under Responsible 
Government of Members for the South Province which included 
Mornington, and of a Member for the Electoral District of Evelyn 
and Mornington. 

South Province. 

Election held 29th August, 1856. 

Members elected 

Donald Kennedy . . . . 
Thomas Herben Power 
William John Turner Clarke 
Thomas McCombie .. 
John Barter Bennett .. 

Other Candidates 
Andrew Russell .. 
John Ca~re Riddell .. 
George $herwin . . . . 
Michael ::Barry . . . . 

Votes received 

645 
513 
490 
460 
447 

315 
312 
242 
77 

Electoral District of Evelyn and Mornington. 

Ele~tion held 21st October, 1856. 

Member elected Votes received 
William ,Acland Douglas Anderson 248 

Other Candidates 
W. Pend\:r . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 
W. Craig . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
W. B. B\.irnley . . 27 

IMPORTATIONS AND EARLY PRICES 

The prices of livestock which prevailed previous to this period 
are taken from the official documents and assumed to be correct. In 
1800 a cow was valued at £80, a horse £90, a sheep £7 /10/-. 
A carpenter's day's }"age was 5/- and a labourer's 3/-. In heavily 
timbered country £:3 was paid for clearing an acre of land and 
10/- for reaping an ~ere of crop. A bootmaker got 3/- for making 
either a pair of women's or men's boots and a tailor got 6/~ for 
making a man's cqat. In a letter on a Government document 
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dated Kingston, Tasmania, 18th· June, 1885, there appears this 
information. In 1786, at Cape Colony, the following stock were 
shipped for Van Diemen's Land. A bull, seven cows, one calf, 
one stallion, three mares, three colts, and a number of goats, ewes, 
rams and pigs. These, doubtless, were forerunners of the future 
flocks and herds of Australia; also shipped at the same time were 
fig trees, sugar cane, vines, quinces, apples; pears, strawberries, 
oaks, seed wheat, barley, onions, rice and corn. From Rio de 
Janeiro, there were shipped seeds and plants of coffee, cocoa, cotton, 
oranges and lemons and last, but not least, prickly pear. Mention 
of this last fact is made for a reason which the reader will see 
later. It is necessary also to make mention of the commodities 
and their prices, which had to be imported to give a better 
appreciation of the background of our early pioneers and the 
conditions wh~ch prevailed in their youth and the years previous 
to the settlemdnt by them of our dj'strict. 

In -the early S0's there were many ticket-of-leave men about the 
district who had been transported to Van Diemen's Land, but 
who had later been released on a conditional pardon and had come 
across t.o Victoria; but they periodically returned to Van Diemen's 
Land to report. There were good and bad amongst them and 
some engaged in the timber getting. A strong gang of cattle 
thieves and duffers in the early days operated in the Lower 
Gippsland district and drove the cattle from Cape Schanck to 
Westernport, thence onwards through Gippsland Upper to Monaro 
in New South Wales. The bushrangers and cattle lifters had a 
better knowledge· of the bush than very often had the troopers 
and frequently got away as they were well mounted on first-class 
horses. Others more local operated at night and drove the cattle 
away to Melbourne and the gold diggings up country. 

THE ROADS 

D~ivers of vehicles or stockmen were not permitted to go over 
the roads without paying for their use. Rates had at that time 
not been levied on citizens for the construction and upkeep of 
roads, so the old English method of collecting fees by the erection 
of Toll Bars at given points on the roads was instituted and those 
requiring to pass had to pay toll. The amount varied in different 
districts but a charge of 6d. prevailed at various Toll Bars. There 
was always opposition to them but they remained in use for 
many years. The Councillors or Members of the District Road 
Board were either not expert in raising loans or were before their 
times. Many tried to evade the Toll Bars but there was a severe 
penalty attached to it. The Act provided that if any person· 
refused to pay the toll the Collector could seize and distrain any 
horse, beast, cattle, carriage or other vehicle in respect of which 
any such toll was payable, or the ~oods and chattels of the person 
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refusing to pay toll,j and if the toll with reasonable charges for 
such seizure and di!stress were not paid within four days, the 
animals, goods, or c~attels seized could be sold and the proceeds 
applied in payment pf such tolls and charges. 

EXEMPTION FROM TOLL 

It was enacted that: no toll was to be demanded from any person 
in Her Majesty's service or in the employment and service of 
Government or from1 any person going to or returning from any 
place of public worsqip or any funeral or of or from any minister 
of priest of religion." Any person taking the benefit of exemption 
from toll which thes~ circumstances permitted, forfeited and paid 
any sum not exceeding five pounds, so the Collector or Keeper 
of the Toll Bar had to exercise care in his duties. Toll gates were 
at the Dandenong C'reek Bridge, the Toll Keeper being Mr. M. 
H. Gardiner. Old stones of the bridge are still to be seen in close 
proximity to the ne~ structure. Another toll gate was at the 
Heatherton and Mafo Road and Brighton Roads. To pass on 
towards Berwick, the· junction of Cranbourne and Berwick Roads, 
that is the junction qf the Prince's Highway and the South Coast 
Road, which incidentally is situated on the 38 parallel of south 
latitude, was a verit,able quagmire in winter and an appalling 
gridiron in summer.;: This was brought about by the travelling 
mobs of cattle comirig in from Gippsland. The cattle travelling 
over the road madeil ridges across the track and these in time 
became so deep that the cattle had to step high to negotiate them. 
The road was made ,lthree chains wide on this account to accom
modate the mobs. The Roads Act of 8th February, 1853, laid 
down that all main ri>ads shall be in all places, not less than three 
chains in width, incliiding footpaths and exclusive of any bank, 
ditch or fence. Ve~!icular traffic represented mostly by bullock 
drays had to diverge and make fresl1 tracks through the adjoining 
bush. 
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THE FOUNDATION IS LAID 

ORIGINAL SETTLERS 

Passing on towards Berwick there was very little habitation 
but where Narre Warren now is there was an early settler, 
Mr. Thos. Walton, Cr. A. Robinson's maternal grandfather. 
Mr. Walton owned the property now owned by Mr. John Lloyd. 
Mr. Walton arrived in Australia in 1844 and took up the Narre 
Warren property about the year 1855, but he later left the district 
and in 1868 bought the lease of 1500 acres on the Tarago where 
the remains of his old dwelling still remain. He described this 
as the Tarween Run, between the Bunyip River and Shady Creek, 
and for which he paid £ 45 but related that it was not worth 
45 pence. At Narre Warren, also in Mr. Walton's time, there was 
the old Mornington Hotel kept by Mr. J. Gardiner on the corner 
of the Highway and North Narre Warren Roads. It was later 
kept by Mr. John Payne but eventually was dismantled by the 
late Mr. Webb who afterwards owned the property for many years. 
The site of the old hotel is marked by the present Narre Warren 
Fallen Soldiers' Memorial Arch. 

The hawthorn hedge fronting Mr. John Lloyd's property was 
planted by Mr. Walton from haws sent over from Van Diemen's 
Land. 

So we pass on to Berwick, heavily timbered, black volcanic hill 
country. There is a conflict of evidence as to who was the first 
settler here in our own district. Mr. H. H. Peck, in his "Memoirs 
of a Stockman," writes on the authority of Mr. T. Patterson, who 
was born in the district in the 50's on his father's station, 
"Barnibyrnong," and who died at the age of 95 years, that 
Terence O'Connor, who took up the Cardinia Creek lease in 1838, 
was undoubtedly the first district resident squatter. This is also 
supported by Alexander Sutherland, M.A., in "Victoria and Its 
Metropolis," published in 1888, wherein he writes: The first man 
who had crossed the Dandenong Creek from Melbourne had 
been John Highett who seems, in 1836, to have taken his stock 
to the neighbourhood of the site of the present Frankston. He 
was closely followed by Terence O'Connor who settled on the land 
about where Berwick now is. Terence O'Connor's run included 
the present township of Berwick, one of the most picturesque in 
the State. He sold to Captain Gardiner whose brother, Abraham 
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Gardiner, lived on Ihe run until the leases were subdivided and 
sold when the BuJ:hanan brothers and Wilson brothers bought 
some of the best of it. 

In this latter co!'lnection it is recorded without doubt from 
District Road Board records in the first Minute Book, that on 
Wednesday, 18th January, 1854, at Captain Gardiner's sale held 
at Dunbar's Hotel, bandenong, the land on which the Buchanan 
and Wilson familie~ settled, was sold by auction by Messrs. P. 
Davis and Co., auctioneers, the surveyor being Mr. Alfred Sikes, 
Two other purchasers at the same sale were Messrs. Brisbane and 
Rumph. The Government sale was in 1853 when the Wilsons 
bought the property in the vicinity of Hallam. My grandmother, 
Miss Anne Wilson at that time, the eldest sister of the brothers 
William and James Wilson, accompanied them to the district and 
later kept house for them. When first they came they lived in 
tents pitched on a sp!}t between the Water Hole below the Berwick 
bluestone quarry and the Quarry Hills House, which is now the 
oldest home in Berw:ick. 

The other version, as to the first settler in Berwick is taken 
from the late Mr. ($. W. Robinson's writings. He states: "The 
first man to settle in Berwick was Captain Gardiner, who had a 
cattle run on Crown ,,Lands about 1837." He afterwards purchased 
land from the Cro~n and had a house on the property, now 
known as Edrington; the home of the late Colonel Ryan, M.H.R., 
and the Right Hon. :~nd Mrs. R. G. Casey. A very early resident, 
the late Mrs. Euphemia Wilson, writes that Captain Gardiner held 
the lease from the Crpwn, and when the land was resumed, he had 
the right to take up iithis block on a presumptive right at 20/- an 
acre. He also purchased three or four miles round the township 
which he bought ditect from the Crown, and all the old Parish 
Plans show his narpe past Narre Warren Railway Township. 
However, Mr. G. \\(j. Robinson also writes that the· first land of 
which anything is kn:own was cultivated by Mr. Terence O'Conner 
near the Cardinia Creek, near where the Berwick Shire Pound 
now is. He grew Barley and carted it to Melbourne, probably 
about 1838-1840. ' 

Notes taken from ,Victoria and its metropolis; and from notes 
compiled by Dr. Arthur South, whose father- landed in Melbourne 
in 1835 and kindly supplied at the request of Mr. R. H,- Hughes, 
of Beaconsfield Uppef. 

In 1836 Captain Gardiner had visited the Port Phillip settlement 
with Gellibrand from,; Tasmania and this inspection impressed him 
of the district's possibilities. He held leases in New South Wales, 
and as some of the ~quatters of New South Wales, after having 
had a series of good seasons, were beginni~g to experience the 
miseries of drought,:! Captain Gardiner decided to overland his 
cattle to a more favo4red area. He joined with Captain Hepburn 
and Joseph Hawdon, an experienced cattle breeder from Durham, 
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England, and who was also a good bushman, and brought the 
mob of cattle through from the Murrumbidgee to the Yarra. They 
arrived in the latter end of 1836, a year after Batman and Fawkner 
founded the new settlement. Gardiner depastured his cattle at 
what is now known as Hawthorn on Gardiner's Creek, near to 
where Scotch College now stands. 

They found the settlement to be only in a very primitive state, 
consisting of a few turf and slab huts. The settlers had no cattle 
for consumption, fresh mutton was rare, sheep being kept strictly 
for breeding purposes, and salted provisions the order of the day, 
so that the prospects of fresh. beef was indeed welcomed. The 
districts of Kew, Hawthorn and Toorak for a long time fattened 
the fine cattle of Gardiner, but with the growth of the settlement, 
he took up an extensive run whose western boundary was 
Gardiner's Creek extending to the eastward, past the Cardinia 
Creek to an indefinite eastern boundary. He later moved his 
western boundary to near Dandenong and built a homestead on 
the Cardinia Creek, on the site of the home and on the property 
now owned by Mr. H. D. Bell, just to the south of Mr. Luke's 
Montuna Golf Links Hill. The house was pulled down during 
the ownership of Mr. Fuller, when the present home was erected. 
It would appear that the home on the "Edrington" (Melville 
Park) property was occupied by Mr. Abraham Gardiner, Captain 
Gardiner's brother. Captain Gardiner also became subsequently a 
Melbourne banker and merchant. 

During the earlier period the Government, subsidised Captain 
Gardiner, to build accommodation and a look-out from Mt. Misery, 
Beaconsfield, to look over Westernport Bay and Port Phillip 
Bay. On occasions a ship would enter Westernport Bay in mistake 
for Port Phillip Bay. A telescope was provided on Mt. Misery 
and whenever a ship was observed to have entered Westernport 
Bay one man rode over and raised a big smoke to attract attention 
and another rode to Melbourne with the intelligence. 

The aboriginal word Cardinia ("Karr-Din-Yarr") was inter
preted to mean "Looking at the Rising Sun." As the Cardinia 
Creek flows south into Westernport Bay, the meaning would 
appear obscure, but to the Yarra Yarra tribe, looking towards the 
Bunnurongs -(Kar-Din-Yarr's territory), it was to the east, 
therefore to the rising sun. 

The early Gippsland explorers kept close to the foothills as the 
lower land was covered with tea-tree a:nd swamps. Traffic followed 
along the track they blazed-the old Melbourne road. Thus we 
find the road passes close to the south of Mt. Misery at Beaconsfield. 

The early pastoral licensees of the district were Terence 
O'Connor, September, 1838, Cardinia Creek No. I, to May, 1851; 
Robert Henry, Cardinia Creek, October, 1842, to May, 1851; 
Alexander Patterson, St. Germains, arrived at Port Phillip 1841, 
Cardinia Creek, January, 1848, to August, 1873; James Lecky, 
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Gin Gin Bean, April,! 1846, to March, 1858; Wm. Bowman, Panty 
Gurn Gurn, or Coro~bile, 1850 to 1873; Ralph Brunt, July, 1871. 

In 1849 a Public Round was established at Tea Tree Creek on 
the run occupied by 

1

Mr. Terence O'Connor at the crossing place 
of the Tea Tree Cre~k on the Westernport Road, and was called 
the Dandenong Poun::d. Mr. Thos. Rees was the poundkeeper. 

The Wilson family i::ame from Fintona County, Tyrone, Ireland, 
and arrived at Port Ph'.illip in 1841, by the "Frankfield". The family 
consisted of the parerits, three sons (William, James and Thomas) 
and two daughters (Anne and Catherine). William and James 
bought land at Berwick in 1854, but Thomas remained at Brighton 
where the family first kettled. · He carried out the building of some of 
the early public buildings and homes of Brighton and also built some 
early homes in Berwick. A public man for many years, he was 
Mayor of Brighton ori the occasion of the visit to Brighton of the 
Prince of Wales at ~hose reception he presided and, remarkably 
enough, he was Maypr of Brighton 50 years previously. 

William Wilson m~rrietl Euphemia Brisbane, who hatl arrived 
from Blairgowrie, Scotland, in 1840, as a child of two years of age. 
Her mother died on · the voyage out and her father, who was a 
cousin of the Governor of New South Wales, died when she was 
14 years of age. H~r relatives then arranged for her to attend 
boarding school and,: on completion of her education, she came 
to Berwick to keep hfmse for her brothers, John, Peter and James 
Brisbane. At 20 year'.s of age she married William Wilson, their 
family consisting of:: William Wilson, junior, who became the 
well-known quarrying contractor and who in later years took a 
great interest in Berw,ck shire affairs and was president for several 
years. Cr. J. B. Wi,lson farmed the Quarry Hills Farm for a 
number of years. H~ was 17 years a member of the Berwick 
Shire Council, nine ,years a member of the Cranbourne Shire 
Council, and when he retired to Brighton in 1924 he entered the 
South Ward of the Brighton City Council and was Mayor in 
1929. Another son, A,ndrew, went to the goldfields of the Yuko11 
and Alaska, where he died. Mrs. Wilson had two daughters-· 
Mrs. Chas. Gibbings Kent and Mrs. G. Ballantyne-Mrs. Kent 
being the mother of Miss Kathleen Kent, to whom we are indebted 
for many of her granomother's recollections. Miss Kent held office 
as Berwick branch president of the Country Women's Association, 
and later as West Gippsland Group president. 

Mr. James Wilson inarried Anne Eliza Lindsay from the South 
Coast of New South \Y ales, their family consisting of five daughters 
-Mrs. Crisp, Mrs. ·Smith, Mrs. Bamford, Mrs. Farrell, Mrs. 
Lindsay, and one son,: Mr. G. L. Wilson. 

Anne Wilson marrjed James Buchanan, their family consisting 
of Mrs. William Wilson, junior, Mr. George Buchanan, and 
Mrs. L. D. Beaumon~. 

11 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

Ghin Ghin Bean Station was on the Cardinia Creek, about four 
miles south of Beaconsfield. This property of 2000 acres of freehold 
and many thousands of acres of Crown Lease, was taken up by 
Robert Henry, of King's Lifeguards, who arrived from Scotland 
with a young family. 

In 1847 John, the youngest child, was born at the station. 

In the summer of 1851, on the 6th of February, a terrible fire 
swept the greater portion of the Colony and the day has gone 
down in history as Black Thursday. 

At 12 o'clock the temperature was 110 degrees in the shade, 
but at 4 p.m. was 113 degrees with a sLrong wind from the 
North-North-West. Vast gusts of dust and smoke obscured the sun. 
Great preparations had been made for a Race Meeting that day at 
Eumemmering where the early race meetings were held, but the 
fire rushed the course, causing both sport and sportsmen to decamp 
without ceremony, and doing such damage that the inn was about 
the only house left standing in the neighbourhood. Everyone left 
for home, riding through miles of burning country, many to arrive 
at their homes to find them a charred mass of ruins. Robert Henry 
arrived home to find the whole country blackened, but his home
stead still intact. The children had all been taken by a nursemaid 
to a big waterhole in the Cardinia Creek, a few chains from the 
house, where they remained in the water whilst the fire swept _by. 
The youngest child, John, was held in the arms of the nursemaid, 
whilst only their heads remained above water, the heat of the 
passing fire being so intense. 

The homestead was saved by the mother and eldest boy, Robert, 
then a lad in his teens. Darkness overspread all Gippsland. It 
was at first perceived about one o'clock and gradually increased in 
intensity as to hide from sight the nearest objects. The fires 
extended from Cape Otway to Cape Schanck and northwards to 
the Murray. The local aborigines sagely declared that the "bright 
fellow" (pointing towards the sun) had got the blight .in his eye. 

The property Ghin Ghin Bean taken up by Robert Henry 
was afterwards sold to Terence O'Connor, in whose family it 
remained for more than sixty years. His daughter, Miss Sarah 
O'Connor, also owned the property now known as "The Meadows" 
on the west side of the Cardinia Creek now owned by Mr. M. F. 
Rose. 

The Ghin Ghin property holds a record unrivalled by any other 
in Victoria insofar as it fattened a bullock which was shipped alive 
to an exhibition in London in the seventies as an advertisement 
to entice settlers to come to the rich lands of the Colony of Victoria. 
The native name, Ghin Ghin Bean, is said to mean Deep Dark 
Waters and refers to the Deep Water Hole in the Creek which 
gave the name to the property and which was owned later for 
many years by the Brunt family. 
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In this hole the blacks used to spear fish which they would 
barter with Mr. Henry for other food. The fish were both plentiful 
and of great size in ''those days, head and tail extending over an 
old-time milk dish. 

The Henry family moved to Ballarat but in 1863 Robert returned 
to Berwick and took up a big area of country from Sir William 
Clarke extending from Golf Links Road to Lyndhurst. During 
the time Robert Henry held this property he depastured a 
substantial herd of Shorthorn cattle, amongst which the first known 
case of pleuro-pneumonia occurred. The Government Department, 
knowing the seriousness of this dread disease in England, ordered 
all the cattle to be shot and the young men of the district with 
their muzzle-loading guns met on an appointed day and these 
beautiful cattle were ~hot, being a heavy loss to the owner. The 
late Mr. James Lecky, junior, was one of the young men who 
took part in the unfortunate occurrence. He described it as a 
ghastly slaughter of a fine herd of cattle, most of which were 
unaffected by the disease. 

John Henry, whose.: life was saved by the nursemaid on Black 
Thursday, became one of the early pioneers of Warragul. In 1893 
he and his family of 1six acquired the I.Y.U. Estate at Pakenham 
and it is of interest to' note that in 1905 he leased from Miss Sarah 
O'Connor the property known as "The Meadows" where he was 
born and which had been purchased by the O'Connors sixty years 
earlier, from his father. His two sons, Alan and Evan Henry, 
took over the lease of "The Meadows" comprising 900 acres. Alan, 
who was one of the founders of the Narre Warren Light Horse, 
later went to the Dubbo district in New South Wales. His brother 
Evan continued the l~ase and worked the property from Quarry 
Hills, where he went ti'/ reside after his marriage to Nancy, daughter 
of William and Ann }Nilson. 

About Officer the l!nd was taken up by the Officer family, of 
Zara Station, Deniliqdin, N.S.W. The remains of the old home
stead, surrounding by: beautiful English trees, is still showing on 
the left of the Prince's Highway as you enter Officer. 

Mr. Alexander Pat~erson, J.P., arrived with his parents from 
Scotland at Adelaide, S.A., in 1839. In 1848 he acquired 
St. Germains Station on the Cardinia Creek, nine square miles of 
good country. When Westernport was surveyed he bought portion 
of it. He was the fir~t to bring Shorthorn cattle to the district, 
which grew to a great lsize on the creek flats and swamp reed beds. 
He went in extensively also in breeding horses and sheep. He 
was a member of compiittee of The Port Phillip Farmers' Society. 
He was for fourteen :years a member of the Cranbourne Shire 
Council and Secretary :ind Treasurer and member of the Monington 
branch of the Port P:hillip Farmers' Society. He died in 1896 
and was buried in the Cranbourne cemetery. 

13 
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Mr. James Lecky, his brothers and sisters, were early settlers on 
the Ghin Ghin Bean run in 1846. Some members of the family 
also acquired the Broom Hedge property at Cranbourne. Miss 
Sarah Lecky married Mr. Alexander Crichton, an early resident 
of Berwick, and Mr. James Lecky, junior, married Miss Duff, the 
daughter of the Rev. Alexander Duff, M.A., the first Presbyterian 
minister for both Cranbourne and Berwick. Mr. Lecky was an 
early member of the Mornington Farmers' Society. He was born 
in Stewartstown, Ireland. On his Cardinia Creek property, 
"Cardinia Creek," he engaged in grazing and was a notable breeder 
of blood horses. He also was a very successful racehorse o-.vner 
and in the 90's was one of the largest stake winners in the State. 
Cardinia Park is now owned by Mr. G. J. Dodson. 

James Lecky, senior, died in 1884. James Lecky, junior, died 
in 1939, aged 98 years. Both are buried in Cranbourne cemetery. 
Mr. James Lecky's (junior) two sons-Jim and Mervyn-paid 
the supreme sacrifice in World War I. 

The Greaves family, early residents of the districts, played a big 
part in its development. Arriving in 1849, Mr. R. Greaves acquired 
a dairy farm at Cranbourne in 1854. About 1865 Mr. James 
Greaves settled in Dandenong and quickly set up the premier 
business there. He was in business with Mr. Alexander Crighton in 
1869 but afterwards engaged in farming and subsequently acquired 
"The Springs" property. The Greaves family were always noted 
horse breeders and introduced many notable sires into the district 
of Clydesdales, trotters and Shetlands and, worthy of mention, 
the Welsh pony Hero from which sprang the famous breed of 
Dandy ponies. The early ploughing matches were held on "The 
Springs" property. A highly respected man and Justice of the 
Peace, Mr. Edwin Greaves died in 1934. 

He had a family of four sons and a daughter-the late Mr. E. 
Greaves, of Dandenong and "Melby Park," Cranbourne; Cr. G. 
F. Greaves, J.P., Councillor of the Berwick Shire; Mr. S. A. 
Greaves, J.P., member of the Council of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Victoria; Mr. C. L. Greaves, of "The Springs," Berwick; 
and his daughter, Mrs. Herbertson, of Lexton. Cr. W. C. 
Greaves, J.P., Councillor of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
Victoria and member of the Cranbourne Shire Council, is a grand
son of the late Mr. William Greaves, of Cranbourne. Throughout 
the greater part of the second World War Mrs. S. A. Greaves was 
Commandant of the Berwick Branch V.A.D.'s, a Past President 
of the Red Cross and President from its inception in 1933 and for 
17 years thereafter of the Berwick Auxiliary for the Institute of 
the Blind. 

The anniversary of the foundation of the Berwick branch of the 
latter took place in 1958 at which the President, Mrs. C. F. Greaves, 
presided. Mrs. S. A. Greaves was guest of honour in recognition 
of her long years of service. 
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Mr. Ralph Brunt and his cousin, Mr. Wm. Brunt, were early 
settlers. Arriving from County Tyrone, Northern Ireland, they 
engaged in farming in the district, Mr. Ralph Brunt at Berwick 
and Mr. William Briunt at Cranbourne. Mr. Ralph Brunt later, 
in 1871, took up a ldsehold on the Cardinia Creek and afterwards 
acquired portion of the Ghin Ghin Bean run. 
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THE DISTRICT BECOMES ESTABLISHED 

THE NAME OF BERWICK 

In earliest <lays our locality was known as the Kardinia Creek 
area but later as to how the district became known as Berwick, 
the generally accepted belief is that Captain Gardiner came from 
Berwick ~n Tweed, North of England, and called his run Berwick. 
When the early surveyors came to the district they naturally made 
their camp near a habitation where they could get their supplies of 
fresh beef and mutton and other provisions an<l had also an address 
to which they could get their mails directed. They had to keep in 
touch with the Crown Lands Department in Melbourne so that 
despatches might go to and fro. All mails at that time beyond 
Dandenong were mailed Westernport which encompassed a big 
area and was very indefinite unless especially known to the mounted 
mailman. Thus the early surveyors working in the district gave 
their address as care Berwick, Westernport, and soon the name 
became more widely fixed as the name of the district. 

BERWICK TOWN SITE 

In February, 1861, Sir Henry Barkly as Governor in Council 
with the advice of the Executive Council proclaimed the Berwick 
Town site which was for the main part situated on the East si<le 
of the Berwick Hill, the opposite side to which it was ultimately 
built, also the Berwick Common was .proclaimed in 1861 and 
comprised 120 acres on the East side of the Berwick Hill running 
down to Cardinia Creek. 

From the Port.Phillip Government Gazette, July 26, 1848, appears 
the following:-

His Honor the Superintendent having been pleased to approve 
of the establishment of Post Offices at the undermentioned places, 
notice is hereby given accordingly. 

At Dandenong-John Dunn to be Postmaster. 
In July, 1848, Thomas Stephens' tender was accepted for the 

conveyance of Overland Mails between Dandenong and Alberton 
once a fortnight for £220, to connect with the mail established 
at Dandenong, leaving Melbourne at 1.45 Tuesday, and arriving 
at Alberton at noon the following Saturday. The mail left 
Alberton every second Thursday and arrived at Melbourne at noon 
on Monday. 
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BERWICK, 1877 
From a woodcu t, by cour tesy of Mr . Be r t Luke. Beaconsfiel d . 
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Brisbane Street, Berwick (near Miss G. O'Sullivan's Corner), about 1880 
Seated on waggon, left to right: late Cr. John Gardiner, late Mr. James Gardiner, late Mr. E. Sibert. Standing: late Mr. G. Church. 

Photograph by courtesy of the family of the late Mr. and Mrs. James Gardiner. 
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In 1849 tenders I-Vere called for the conveyance of mails from 
and to Melbourne ,and Dandenong by way of Brighton once a 
week. From and to Dandenong and Alberton by way of Mount 
Ararat, Tyers Cut and the Flooding Creek in Gippsland once a 
fortnight. 

In 1857 there was' one mail a week each way between Melbourne 
and Dandenong, l~aving Melbourne on Tuesday at 12.30 p.m., 
arriving Dandenong 5 p.m., and on Monday it left Dandenong 
at 6 a.m., arriving Melbourne 11 a.m. 

The earliest mail~ were carried by horsemen conveying the mail 
bags a certain distatjce out from Dandenong and at one period the 
first section was to Berwick; other riders then relieved them. 
Taking the mails through by wheeled vehicles, other than bullock 
drays, was uncertaiq, tedious and dangerous, the track being rough 
and through virgin bush necessitating great care and free use of 
the axe. The run friom Dandenong to Berwick. was ridden by Jim 
Ready and Jack B'.pwman. Later Jack Bowman drove a pony, 
"Billy," in an American waggon over the route and took up to 
six passengers which was not a bad performance for a 14-hand 
pony, for such he was. Previous to this it has been recorded that a 
mail service was established betwen Dandenong and Palmerston, 
(now Port Albert) and Alberton, in 1848 by way of Flooding Creek, 
now Sale. This route passed through our own district but thence 
onwards it followed a more southerly direction to the eastward 
than the present-day,,highway in order to avoid the heavily timbered 
country of West Gippsland and it was not until 1862 that the 
direct route to Sale was made possible. 

SURVEYORS AND SURVEYS 

In 1850 a family named Bowman settled at Panty Gurn Gum 
about Beaconsfield. "Later in the early 50's they opened the hotel 
at the Cardinia Creek cattle crossing, later bought by Mrs. Souter, 
and is now the Centre Hotel, Prince's Highway, Beaconsfield. 
Mrs. Souter was followed by a family named Gissing. Where the 
Berwick township qow stands was a heavily timbered forest and 
was known as the R!eserve, as it had been surveyed for a township, 
but the earlier settlement of Berwick was on the east side of the 
Berwick hill towards Beaconsfield as water was available from the 
Cardinia Creek. The first survey of the district was made by 
Mr. H. B. Foote in, 1852. 

This was north ap.d south of the township for a width of two 
miles east and west. An additional survey was made on the 
south-east by Mr. Stprey in 1854 and Mr. T. Couchman made the 
north-east survey of' the Parish Boundary in 1855. Very few of 
the genuine buyers' ij.ames appear on the original plan of the Parish 
of Berwick. This is,, accounted for by the activities of land-jobbers 
and speculators. Land selectors came to the district when the 
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country was thrown open to them. Runs had been rapidly selected 
around Dandenong by 1850 when they moved further into 
Gippsland, the larger holdings around Pakenham proving a 
greater attraction and more suitable to men who wished to make 
homes and fortunes in Australia and were not afraid of hardships 
and hard work. Very little land was available for selection after 
1860. The first residents around the township Reserve prior to 
the sale of Township lots were Terence O'Connor, Wm. Bowman, 
J. Inglish, W. and J. Wilson, C. Forrester, F. Barr, and Brisbane 
Brothers. 

Another early surveyor was Mr. John Barker, of Cape Schanck 
Station. The late Cr. John Gardiner received his early training 
as a surveyor and engineer whilst apprenticed to Mr. Barker. 

EARLY ACTIVITIES 

Potatoes and wheat were largely grown about this time, wheat 
bringing up to 25/- per bushel and potatoes up to £30 a ton. 
This produce was carted away to Melbourne and the gold diggings 
as far away as Castlemaine and Bendigo, to which centre my 
grandfather, James Buchanan, carted produce by bullock waggon. 
In 1858, wheatgrowing being in full swing, a steam threshing 
machine made its appearance and a flour mill was erected by 
Mr. Egglestone in Wilson Street at the rear of Mr. Edebohl's 
property, where the old excavation is still to be seen. Wheat was 
grown on the Buchanan's "Ardblair" and Wilson's property, cut 
by hand by reaping hook and flailed out and winnowed. Both 
men and women undertook this work. Gold medals dated 1858, 
one awarded by the Port Phillip Farmers' Society, the other, won 
at the Paris Exhibition for wheat, were won by J. Buchanan and 
James Wilson respectively for wheat grown on these properties. 

The price of wheat dropped as more suitable wheat areas 
developed and the district farmers gave up growing it and went 
in for dairying and cheese-making which were then continued for 
many years on Buchanan's, Wilson's, Barr's, and Wanke's farms. 
L. D. Beaumont was the last of the older generation to make 
cheese on the farm and the last cheesemaker in the district was 
Mr. Dudley Newport who previously farmed Sir Sidney Sewell's 
Roads End Farm. 

The white cockatoos were very troublesome on the ripening 
wheat crops and the local ~oys often earned their first money 
scaring the cockatoos off the crops. The native cats previously 
mentioned were a pest amongst the poultry but they appeared to 
contract some form of epidemic and they died out and now appear 
totally extinct. In 1858 parts of the district became overrun with 
prickly pear. Some residents cut them down and beat them soft 
so that cattle would eat them. Tenders were called for the 
eradication of the pest. The last evidence of them which 
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persisted until late ::years was on a property on the Narre Warren
Cranbourne Road. :This connects the previous reference to prickly 
pear shipped from" Rio de Janeiro some 72 years earlier. 

The sheep gradually increased their numbers in the district and 
sheep washing became necessary. This was done in selected pools 
in the Dandenong ,and Cardinia Creeks. A wash was prepared of 
tobacco leaf for its nicotine content to rid the sheep of their 
parasites. 

In 1856 Mr. G. W. Robinson arrived. He was sent by his 
parents on a visit i:o his uncle, Mr. J. Inglis, who was owner of 
Lot 16, Parish of., Berwick, now known as "Grassmere," the 
property of Mrs. S. A. Greaves, a granddaughter of James and 
Ann Buchanan. M:r. Robinson traversed Track No. 2, as referred 
to in the opening' paragraphs, from Prahran to Oakleigh. The 
Yehicle he travelled in was a dog cart built in Melbourne at a cost 
of from £100 to £120. It is interesting to note that his grandson, 
Mr. Norman Robinson, who recently bought the property across 
the road, now resides immediately opposite to where his grandfather 
came originally so~e 102 years earlier. Mr. Inglis was previously 
in business at Diggers Rest but wished to relinquish it and go 
on the land. My grandfather, James Buchanan, knew Mr. Inglis 
when passing through Diggers Rest on his way with provisions 
fc;>r the gold diggjngs and advi!ied him to buy the Grassmere 
property at Berwick, which Mr. Inglis did. He also established 
a store on the property before 1856 as it was there when 
Mr. Robinson arri;ved. Coins recently dug up on the site by 
Mr. S. White bear the dates 1853 and 1858. On these coins appear 
what is very simi~ar to the Australian Coat of Arms of today 
except that the kangaroo and emu appear in reverse positions. 
Mr. Inglis' health broke down and my grandfather then took 
the property over from him. Again we find some conflicting 
evidence as to the first store in Berwick. One writer mentions 
the first store being opened by Mr. Brisbane right opposite the 
Edrington gates about 1855; people named Middleton afterwards 
being in it. Anotner writer says the first shop also used as a 
post office was built by Mr. Abraham Gardiner about 1859 on his 
land adjoining the Main Road near the present post office. It was 
rented by Mr. Robert Bain, founder and first licensee of the Border 
Hotel. The previous writer mentions this as the first store on 
the Melbourne or \'\est side of the Berwick Hill and gives the date 
1857 and fixes the position as between Miss Wade's and the Church 
of Christ. However, Mr. Bain transferred his store down between 
the Border Hotel ;ind where Mr. Loveridge's store now is. He 
sold this store to Mr. George Brown who was married to a sister 
of the late Mrs. Ro\x:rt Bain. Mr. Brown carried it on successfully 
for many years. Our old historic landmark, the Border Hotel, 
was granted its lice'nce m 1857. 
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It is a matter of interest here to mention that the Surveyor 
General Inn, situated on the Hume Highway, at Berrima, N.S.W., 
established ·in 1834, claims to be Australia's oldest inn. 

In 1863 the hotel, in some old records, was referred to as the 
Old Berwick Hotel. However, the name Border Hotel prevailed
another link with the Border Town of Berwick-on-Tweed, Mr. 
Robert Bain's birthplace. The bricks in its construction were 
hand. made, taken from clayholes, now used as waterholes about 
the_ district. The first portion was the one-storey triangular section 
now used as a bar. Just before the railway construction Mr. Bain 
added the two-storey section. After his death in 1887 Mrs. Bain 
built the western section. The archway in the hotel yard bears 
the date 1876 but we now know the first portions were very much 
earlier than this. The old name had been given up of late years 
but it is pleasing here to note that Mr. Blackburn, the present 
owner, has maintained the old-world atmosphere of this fine old 
landmark where much of our early history was enacted within its 
walls as is later shown and now known as "Ye Berwick Inn." 

It has been suggested that the name Border Inn, like Berwick 
itself, referred back to the Scottish Border area. However, what 
appears to be a more probable solution is that at a very early age, 
possibly the late 1840's, the district was marked out for Police 
administrative purposes embracing the Port Phillip area and with 
its limits West and East at Bacchus Marsh and Berwick respectively. 
The name Border Inn persisting for the greater part of the century 
at each of their limits and still does as far as Bacchus Marsh is 
concerned; also as is shown later when the original Port Phillip 
Farmers' Society was formed, two branches, one at Berwick and 
one at Bacchus Marsh, were formed so that district links existed 
between these two places. 

ROADS 

In the Government Gazette, Tuesday, Nov. 11, 1856, tenders 
were called to erect a bridge over the Cardinia Creek on the 
Gippsland roundabout, eight miles beyond Dandenong. Eleven 
tenders were received from £300 to £620. The successful tenderer 
was Mr. T. Falls for £300. 

In 1858 the Government undertook the formation of a road 
from Melbourne to Sale and made an allocation of £30,000 for 
the section from Melbourne to Bunyip. This road started from 
the old Star Hotel, Windsor, which was then a celebrated hostelry. 
Gradually the formed road crept on its way through the bush to 
Gippsland. Messrs. Cox and Bennett were the contractors and a 
first-class job they made of it. The difficulties that the contractors 
had to face and overcome were stupendous, but they did, and the 
road bed to-day testifies to the thoroughness of their work. This 
work was undertaken before the advent of The Berwick District 
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Road Board which'. was created on the 24th October, 1862, and 
embraced what is how Fern Tree Gully and part of Cranbourne 
Shire. A public meeting was called for the 14th November, 1862, 
and John Brisbane, J.P., was appointed chairman, Robert Bain 
hon. secretary. The first members were Michael Bourke, 
Eumemmering; Francis Barr, Berwick; John Brisbane, Berwick; 
John Startup, Nar-War-Goon; David Connor, Bunyip; John Pitman, 
Pakenham; John Troup, Berwick; James Buchanan, and Gotlieb 
Wanke, Berwick. 

At that public meeting James Wilson and Robert Buchanan 
moved that 1/6 per acre of cultivation land be the rate of 
assessment (lost). : Messrs. Hallam and Gotlieb Wanke moved 
the rate be 1/- (carried). On the 20th November, 1862, Messrs. 
Barr and Startup moved that a secretary be appointed, the position 
to be advertised three times in "The Argus" and put on every 
Public House door fo the district. From six applicants, Mr. Robert 
Bain, of the Border Hotel, was appointed at a salary of £ 10 per 
annum. The ridfogs consisted of Berwick, Pakenham and 
Scoresby. Mr. J. T'. Higgins was appointed smveyor and collector 
at a salary of £ 120: per annum. Meetings were held at the Border 
Hotel, Berwick, the rent being £ 15 per annum. The Border 
Hotel was very cdnvenient for Berwick and Scoresby members 
but not for the Pakenham members, so they compromised and held 
meetings alternatively at the Gippsland Hotel (Mrs. Souter's) on 
the Cardinia Creek Crossing and the Border Hotel. Mr. Robert 
Bain offered a township lot on top of the Berwick Hill as a site 
upon which to buil~ a District Roads Board Hall. This generous 
offer was accepted ~nd a hall was built in Bain Street. A beautiful 
oak tree marks the approximate site of the old hall. In 1864 a 
deputation from Be~wick and Oakleigh, Dandenong and Mulgrave 
to the Government'~asked that the roads should be partially main
tained by fees colle;cted from the lucrative toll gate on St. Kilda 
Road at the approaches to Prince's Bridge provided by the ever
increasing traffic to· the now thriving city of Melbourne. In this 
our early deputatio:h was unsuccessful. Also, later in 1864 there 
was an agitation t0 have the tolls abolished. Whether this was 
the sequel is not known. 

The Shire of BeFwick was proclaimed on the 12th May, 1868, 
and the first meeting took place on the 30th May, 1868. Those 
present were Cr. :Wilson (President), Councillors D. Connor, 
H. Smith, F. Barr; J. Brisbane, J. Smith, T. Dobson and James 
Buchanan. 

POLICE COURT 

The first Police Court Sessions was held at the Border Hotel on 
the 5th May, 1865,"the first presiding Justices of the Peace being 
Messrs. W. A. C. a1Beckett (Chairman), C. Rossiter, Francis Barr 
and James Buchanan. However, the first Police Magistrate, Mr. H. 
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B. Lane, did not preside at the Berwick Court until 31st August, 
1866. Mr. J. G. Dobson was the first Clerk of Courts. An old 
record states that the building in which the Court is held is the 
property of Mr. Robert Bain and rented to the Government at 
£20 per annum, for the Court Room and also for the use of a 
small parlour adjoining should the Magistrate require it to consult 
in. The building is in good order. The furniture is the property 
of the Government and is in good condition as well as the 
books. There is no fireplace in the Court Room. Signed J. G. 
Dobson, _C. of C., dated September, 1866. After the District 
Roads Board Hall was built, the Court was then held there 9n 
alternate Fridays. Mr. James Wilson took his seat on the Bench 
on the 17th July, 1868. The first cases heard were of a quaint 
nature, being for keeping unregistered dogs, shooting and maiming 
three geese, for which the penalty was one penny and 10/- costs 
of the Court; illegally detaining a fruit tree; driving away cattle; 
illegal occupation of Crown Lands and unlawfully killing two 
kangaroo dogs. The manager of the Berwick Town Common also 
prosecuted offenders depasturing cattle without being entitled to. 
Numerous cases of cattle stealing, the illegal posession of hides 
with the brands defaced or conveniently missing were also recorded. 
Berwick was also the Licensing Court for places as far distant as 
Brandy Creek (Buln Buln), Whisky Creek, Cannibal Creek, Mount 
Ararat, Pakenham, Fern Tree Gully, Ringwood, Longwarry, 
Langwarren, Crossover, Labertouche, Lang Lang, Sorrento, Tarwin, 
Sherwood, Bunyip, Nar-Nar-Goon, Tooradin, Grantville, Hastings, 
Cranbourne, Bayswater. Berwick Licensing Court thus served over 
a wide area embracing all the Mornington Peninsula, Central 
Gippsland and South Gippsland as far as Tarwin. Brandy Creek 
later licensed the Central area until the railway was put through 
when W arragul superseded Brandy Creek. Yarram area was 
administered from Sale. 

There were numerous gold mining companies going about this 
time in 1870. To mention two, there were the Berwick Amalga
mated Quartz Mining Co. and the Happy-Go-Lucky Gold and 
Quartz Mining Co. As they brought numerous cases before the 
Court for the non-payment of calls they could not have been too 
payable. In later years I heard my father speaking of another gold 
mining show in the district called the "Go Bung" which did not 
have a very promising name, to say the least of it. 

Previous to the institution of the Court at Berwick, cases were 
heard in Dandenong, where they had a Court of Petty Sessions 
as early as 13th February, 1858. Messrs. R. C. Walker, Wm. 
Thomas, Chas. and J. Wedge, Jas. Adams were the early Justices 
and Mr. John Brisbane, J.P., attended from Berwick and adjudicated 
at the Dandenong Court in those days. To us to-day some of 
the sentences imposed would appear severe. Having some turkey 
eggs unlawfully in possession and the theft of a blanket occasioned 
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two months' impri~onment. Another was fined 10/- with 8/9 
costs for calling out' "Cuckoo Mopoke" at the informant whenever 
he saw him on a public road, there being others close by at the 
time and by so doing the defendant was disturbing the peace. 
Many of those who appeared in the Court were incapable of 
signing their own names and were merely able to put their mark 
against evidence they had given. Others signed their names 
almost illegibly. A,pout this time Berwick served as the centre 
for the establishment of the newly settled district of Brandy Creek 
as the territory about W arragul was then known and amongst the 
first settlers coming :!from Berwick district were Mr. Thos. Walton, 
Mr. John Henry and his sister, Mrs. John Rogers, whose husband 
was one of the pioneers of Brandy Creek. Dr. Elms, an early 
resident Berwick d~ctor, treated cases at Brandy Creek thirty-five 
miles a·.vay, being their nearest doctor. Accident cases were also 
brought into him at Berwick; on one occasion, from forty miles, 
the patient being brought down by waggonette, 'leaving Brandy 

· Creek at one o'clock in the afternoon and not reaching the doctor 
at Berwick until sunrise next morning. Previous to the post office 
being transferred to Brandy Creek, Shady Creek was the only 
place between Berw1ck and Traralgon where there was a post office 
with a telegraph instrument. In 1876 the Rev. W. L. Morton 
was inducted at Berwick and was the first Presbyterian minister 
to conduct service in the Brandy Creek area .. As previously stated, 
Berwick was also t~e first Licensing Court. It is thus shown that 
Berwick played some part in the establishment of early Warragul. 

Dr. Stephenson was the first resident doctor and was in practice 
at Berwick in 1861 for a period of five years. The fees were 5 /
for a visit and 2/6 surgery consultation. Unfortunately it would 
appear that at the time there were insufficient people and money 
too scarce to support a doctor, and it was claimed that doctors' 
fees were the last people thought of paying. Dr. Stephenson died 
at an early age al).d left a wife and four young children in 
impoverished circumstances. There were no widows' pensions or 
child endowment ir;; force in those days to afford relief and so it 
was that the Berwidk residents rallied around the widow and her 
four young children ,and bought a quarter acre of land, fenced with 
two rails and palings and erected thereon a two-roomed W.B. 
house with a double''brick chimney and made a free gift of it to her. 
This was on a piece: of land adjoining the present Boy Scout Hall 
and near where there is still to be observed an old quarry site 
fronting Rutland Road. The family helped the mother, and one 
lad obtained a job for himself, working after school and on 
Saturdays, the pay being 1/6 a week. 

Previous to Dr. E~ms there was a visiting doctor one day a week 
who came from Cr:anbourne; before this the nearest doctor was 
Dr. Black, of Oakleigh. Dr. James, then Dr. Bennie, practised 
in the district for many years, later followed by Dr. Muir and 
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BERWICK, 1887 

Showing street trees planted by late Mr. G . W. Robinson, late Mr. Henry Searle, and late Mr. Robt . Bain 

Photograph by courtesy of Mr. T . Warne, Glouceste r Avenue, Berwick. 
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Berwick Railway Station, Main Gippsland Line, 1877 
From a woodcut, by courtesy of Mr. Bert Luke, Beaconsfield . 
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passengers changed ;!coaches within the Border Hotel yard. The 
coaches then returned from whence they came and the passengers 
proceeded on their journey. 

These coaches had nothing to do with the Sale coach. They 
came from Brandy Greek. The Sale coach called at Souter's-Hotel, 
Beaconsfield. It went through at 1.30 in the morning and 
4.30 p.m. outwards) The contract for carrying mails between 
Dandenong and Berwick was secured in 1875 by A. W. Bowman 
who took passengers for a 2/- fare each way and by Cobb and Co. 
to Berwick for 3/-.' Cobb and Co. amended their fare in 1876 
and charged 3/- from Melbourne to Dandenong and 2/- from 
Dandenong to Beriwick. Mrs. Dunbar also ran a line of 
coaches between Melpourne and Brandy Creek and Melbourne and 
Tooradin in 1876. '. Cobb and Co. had their own stables in 
Dandenong but their coaches did not run to Berwick until the 
main road was formed in 1865. In the same year Jabez James, 
of Cannibal Creek, tnade application to the Berwick Court for a 
stage carriage licenc~ but the application was refused pending the 
exhibition of the stage carriage being placed on view to the Berwick 
Court. 

My mother, Mrs. L. D. Beaumont, has recollections as a child 
of having made the Iourney by coach in company with her mother 
to Brighton, the chief incidents which impressed themselves on 
her mind being, climbing up the steps of the coach which they 
joined at the Border' Hotel, Berwick; pulling up at the toll gates 
at Dandenong; having slept for the most part; and on arrival at 
Brighton her grandmother giving her nasturtiums in her soup. 
Such are the incident~ which impress themselves on a child's mind. 

THE RAILWAY 

At the time we a~e now writing of, the railway was in course 
of construction. A Railway Construction Bill was laid upon the 
table of the House .in 1874 for the construction of a railway to 
Gippsland. It was ,built in five sections and finished on the 
following dates:-lst June, 1877, Sale to Morwell; 8th October, 
1877, Oakleigh to Bunyip; 1st December, 1877, Moe to Morwell; 
1st March, 1878, Mo~ to Bunyip; 1879, South Yarra to Oakleigh. 

Parliament long debated whether to take the line from Oakleigh 
to Brighton Beach but eventually South Yarra and Prince's Bridge 
stations were built. "A licensed surveyor engaged in the survey 
was Mr. Benjamin Langford, father of Mrs. Hughes, Wilson Street, 
Berwick. · 

Stone from Mr. Wm. Wilson's quarry was used to ballast the 
line. It was opened ~y Mr. Wm. Wilson, senior, in the year 1859 
on the property knqwn as Quarry Hills. For about twenty-five 
years Mr. Wilson let: the right to remove stone to contractors on 
a royalty basis. For the section of the railway from Oakleigh 
to Bunyip 70,000 cubic yards of stone were removed in its 
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construction. About 1884 Mr. Wm. Wilson, junior, started con
tracting and took over the quarry from his father and shortly 
afterwards constructed a siding from the Berwick railway station 
to the foot of the hill on which the quarry is situated, a distance 
of three-quarters of a mile, and also erected a stone crushing 
plant at the quarry. The average output of broken metal when 
the machinery was in full swing was about 180 cubic yards a day. 
This quarry with extension into Mr. Geo. Wilson's, is now worked 
by Bay View Limited, a public company which has installed a 
modern crushing plant and utilising heavy earth-moving equipment 
to remove overburden has an output of 750 cubic yards per day. 

Mr. Wm. Wilson, senior, was a very old Colonist. Arriving in 
Victoria in the year 1841, a Colonist for 66 years, he died in 1907 
and was buried in the Berwick cemetery. His wife, Mrs. Euphemia 
Wilson, to whom we are indebted for some of these early. recol
lections, died in 1920. Before her marriage she was Miss Brisbane. 
An incident in connection with the railway impressed itself on 
Mrs. Beaumont's memory. As a little girl she was sent by my 
grandmother to take a letter to my grandfather, James Buchanan, 
who was working in a paddock on "Ardblair." It told of the 
death of one of my grandfather's parents in Scotland. After reading 
it he let it fall out of his hand and as it flutterea to the ground 
my mother heard the whistle of the first train to run on the 
Gippsland line. This was before the line was actually ready for 
traffic but, when it was, a picnic was held on Mr. Gibb's property 
(Rt. Hon. R. G. Casey's), 200 people coming up from Dandenong 
in trucks. They brought with them a Scottish piper. About 50 
Berwick people were present. This was on 22nd November, 1876, 
but the official opening was not until about 7th October, 1877. 
Many families came to Berwick at the time of the construction 
and remained to settle in the district. On one occasion about this 
time the local school teacher had displeased the mothers of the 
children from the construction camp and the mothers arrived in a 
body and chastised the unfortunate teacher. 

Shortly after the railway was opened in 1877 Mr. James Gibb 
had a land sale. This was from Gloucester Avenue and Clyde 
Road corner to the railway and comprised about 30 acres. All 
was sold in one day and is the most recent section of the Berwick 
township. 

A well-known property through which the railway passed was 
the Fermoy property of Mr. John Sweeney between Narre Warren 
and Berwick. Mr. John Sweeney came from Fermoy in Ireland 
to Australia in 1856. He for some time engaged in mining at 
Johnson's Reef, Bendigo, but in the 60's engaged in dairy farming. 
He later acquired the property of Mr. Walter Stewart, who was 
the first farmer in the district to send whole milk to Melbourne, 
which Mr. Sweeney did very soon afterwards. Messrs. Sweeney 
Bros. were the first to send whole milk to Melbourne by road 
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transport. Mr. John] Sweeney, together with Mr. William Wilson, 
junior, also bought portion of Sir William Clarke's Estate. 

Early residents living on the eastern side of Berwick were 
Mr. and Mrs. W. M:. White (a highly thought of man, Mr. White 
was a warder of one of Melbourne's early public mental insti
tutions), Mr. and Mrs. P. McMullen, Mr. and Mrs. A. Hudson, 
Mr. Campbell, Mr. 'and Mrs. Giblin, Mr. Carney, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ginty, Mr. and Mr{ J. Gardiner, Mr. and Mrs. Nixon, Mr. and 
Mrs. Chalk, Mr. an,d Mrs. Peter O'Neil, Captain Vail, Mr. and 
Mrs. Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. Antie, Mr. anc.l Mrs. 
Hobbs, Mr. and Mr:s. Curtoise. About 1860 Mr. A. Lamont had 
a property on the 'south side of Berwick. Mr. Ridgeway and 
Mr. B. Linehan were early settlers in the same (Clyde) area, as 
also were the Twyford family. 

Mr. James Funst01:1 (1826-1894) and his wife, ~.tfrs. fane Funston 
(I 829-1919), came £rpm the neighbourhood of Inniskillen, Northern 
Ireland, about 1857 and were in Berwick about the early 60's, first 
at Beaconsfield and 'later in Peel Street, Berwick. Messrs. Frank, 
George and Alan Funston are grandsons. 

Mr. Lewis Vieusseux, the father of Mrs. Emma Groube, lived 
in the solidly built c,ement faced home on the west end of Reserve 
Street next to Clyd~ Road. 

The pioneer settlers James and Robert Buchanan and James and 
William Wilson originally farmed their properties in partnership 
with their respective: brothers but as their families grew they c.lis
solved their partnerships and divided their properties. In the case 
of the Buchanan Brothers, one brother made the division unknown 
to the other, then in✓ited his brother to draw one of the two straws. 
Should he pull the longer straw he had first choice of the division, 
if not the choice wJs that of his brother's choosing. 

This was done and James Buchanan drew the Ardblair property 
which at the time also embraced Capt. and Mrs. Fyffe's property. 
Robert Buchanan's ::division consisted of what is now Mr. W. 
Gamble's "Burnbank" property, on which the homestead was 
situated, Mr. Duff's i"Downs" property, and Mr. and Mrs. Webb's 
"Cloverfield" property, and Lady Sewell's "Roads End" property. 
James Buchanan also, had Mrs. S. A. Greaves' "Grassmere" property. 
Mrs. E. C. Henry's "Mansfield" property and Mrs. Keith Andrews' 
property, which incl4des the present Show Grounds and Air Fields 
now leased to the Rt. Hon. R. G. Casey, M.H.R. In the case of 
the Wilson Bros., the division of the Wilson house property was 
made on a diagonal Ene from a point opposite the Berwick Hotel, 
running north-east over the Wilson Hill to a point on Hessel's 
Road. The choice resulted in James Wilson obtaining the Northern 
Section with a frontage to the Lyall, Harkaway and Hessel's Roads, 
and William Wilson iobtaining the Southern Section with a frontage 
to the Gippsland Road now known as the Prince's Highway, and 
Hessel's Road. 
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FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
TAKES PLACE 

EARLY BUSINESSES 

It is always fitting that much of the credit for a town's progress, 
let alone its establishment, should be given to its earliest residents 
and pioneer settlers in the neighbourhood, as it was their foresight 
and their labours which to a large extent were responsible for such 
development. 

In 1857 Mr. Archie Nichol started a blacksmith's shop aclioining 
Mr. Bain's original store, that is next the Church of Christ, but 
this b_usiness was acquired by Mr. Henry Searle a couple of years 
later and transferred to the opposite side of the street, just above 
Mr. Thomas's present business premises. Mr. Searle carried this 
on for many years. Mr. Searle's eldest son enlisted trom Berwick 
and served at the South African War and remained to reside in 
South Africa at the conclusion of hostilities. Mr. Leggat was also 
an early blacksmith. 

The wheelwrighting business of Mr. Grant started in 1855 or 
1856 above Mr. Searle's premises. Mr. Grant later moved his 
business down on to the site below the picture theatre. His son, 
Mr. John Grant, carried on the business after his father, and the 
buggies, drays and jinkers constructed became well known and 
sought throughout Gippsland. 

Simon Paternoster was born in Kent, England, in 1832 and came 
to Victoria in 1852 by the ship "Dinapore." Although he had 
learnt the drapery trade in England he went to the Gold Diggings, 
remaining there for ten years before coming to Berwick. Here he 
began business in High Street, as a general storekeeper, dealing 
in groceries, drapery, stationery, chemical wares, ironmongery, boots 
and shoes, hay and corn, paints and oils. He did an extensive trade, 
trading as far away as Gembrook. He also established a store in 
Beaconsfield and Pakenham, and his sons also operated a Eucalyptus 
Distillery on the Cardinia_ Creek, producing the Gum Leaf brand 
of eucalyptus oil, which was very much in demand at that time 
by the Melbourne football clubs as a training oil. 

In 1875 Mr. Samuel Cameron, a native of Scotland, bought the 
store in High Street, which was formerly established above the 
Border Hotel, kept by Mr. G. Brown. 

He came to Victoria by the "Orient" in 1874, subsequently 
going to Dunedin and Southland in New Zealand but returned 
and was in business in Berwick for ten years. 

An earlier store was etablished by Mr. J. Crean about oppos_ite 
the State school. An old tree recently blown down and remams 
of an old) well mark the site. 
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In 1879 Mr. John Longmore opened a boot store in High Street, 

and his business was a good one, as the large number of quarry
men employed at tJ;ie quarry, and people generally throughout the 
district, obtained tµeir requirements from this shop which was 
afterwards carried on by Mrs. Longmore. 

Mr. Longmore c~:me to Victoria in 1842 by the ship "Ellen Kay" 
from England where he was born in 1819. He opened a shop in 
Geelong where he 11emained for fifteen years. He then went to the 
Bendigo, Ballarat and Forest Creek Diggings, where he met with 
fair success. 

After trying farIT1ing at Geelong he came to Berwick where he 
bought two acres of land for £ 360 and entered on his original 
business of selling I.boots and shoes. 

Mr. James Richa;rdson and Mrs. Richardson came to Berwick 
from Berwick-on-Tweed, Scotland, and were highly respected old 
residents. Mr. Ricfu.ardson established an early carrier's business 
to Melbourne, and <)fterwards acquired a butchering business which 
he carried on for many years on the Clyde Road on what is now 
the vacant land fronted by the magnificent silver poplars and oak 
trees. A memorial tablet is erected to his memory in the Berwick 
Presbyterian Church, as he was a great churchman. The tablet 
bears the inscription: "To the Glory of God and in loving memory 
of James Richardson, Berwick-on-Tweed, 1836-Berwick, 1916. 
One of the first Elders and for forty years a faithful worshipper 
of this church to which he gave generous support and untiring 
service. 'Steadfast, ,unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.' 1 Corr.'' 

An early establis~ed paint and decorator's business was that of 
Messrs. J. and C. Warne in Station Street, now Gloucester Avenue. 

Mr. Trounson was one of the original Berwick bakers. 
Mr. Fossey was tqe first resident banker of the Commercial Bank 

at Berwick. Previous to this, Mr. Sutherland visited from Dande
nong and transacte'l:! banking business at the Border Hotel. The 
bank premises werb on land owned by Mr. Bain, who sold to 
Mrs. James Wilson~ who finally sold to the bank in 1914. The 
bank was burnt do/Nn about the year 1909 but was rebuilt to its 
original design. M~. Fossey married Miss Ramsden of Harkaway. 

Mr. A. E. Loveridge, from Hull, England, established his first 
s,tore in Berwick in Peel Street, above the State school, before 
acquiring his business in High Street. He married Miss Crean, 
daughter of an early resident. Their son, Mr. J. S. Loveridge, and 
grandson, Mr. E. Loveridge, still control the business and also a 
branch store at Upper Beaconsfield. Their elder son, Mr. Ellis 
Loveridge, established a business at Ouyen. The High Street 
store had earlier been the business of Captain Hallet, Mr. Hope and 
later, Mr. Flett. 

Messrs. Meyer Br:os., general storekeepers, were located for over 
40 years in Gloucesfrr A venue and carried out an extensive business 
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throughout the district. Mr. N. E. Meyer and one sister resident 
at Doveton now represent their generation of a family associated 
with the district since its earliest days. 

An early hairdresser in business in Berwick was Mr. Alf. Smith, 
who came from Kent, England, and Mrs. Smith from Launceston, 
Tasmania. He carried on his business at his premises in High 
Street for many years. Some members of the family have remained 
in the district. Their grandson, Mr. Syd. Smith, J.P., is the building 
inspector for the Shire of Cranbourne. 

Mr. R. J. Espie carried on his trade as a blacksmith for many 
years on the vacant block of land opposite Mr. McNabb's Berwick 
Garage. 

Mr. Alex. Miller was for many years a builder an<l contractor in 
Berwick, having his timber yard on the Clyde Road frontage. He 
came from Swansea, Tasmania, and his wife was Miss Henderson 
before her marriage. It was claimed that she was the first white 
child born in Berwick. Her father, Mr. T. Henderson, had 
Berwick's first timber yard. Mr. Otto and Mr. Mahony Fritzlaff 
did the carpentry work with Mr. Miller for many years. 

Mr. Poole, who established a drapery business in High Street, 
was largely responsible for the formation of the Ilerwick Boulevard, 
in which he took a great interest, and up to that time it was 
largely an open and vacant space. The business was acquired by 
Mr. Moffat and later by Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Moore. 

Being the centre of primary production there has always been 
need of a saddler in the district and in this respect Berwick has 
been fortunate. The early sa<l<ller was Mr. Buck, followed by 
Mr. Brock, Mr. Joe Batcheldor, and now Mr. George A<lams. 

Mr. Rushton, about 1905, had a photographic studio in High 
Street. 

Miss Gould, Mrs. French (afterwards Mrs. J. W. Ogilvy) and 
Miss Liston were Berwick postmistresses. 

Mr. A. E. Thomas edited and printed a weekly newspaper over 
a number of years before transferring to Pakenham East. Mrs. 
Thomas was a foundation member of Berwick Red Cross. Their 
daughter, Miss Beatrice Thomas, is now the Berwick Shire Secre
tary, and their son, Mr. Herb. Thomas, is the proprietor of "The 
Pakenham Gazette." Mr. J. F. Sturken and Mr. R. Pinkerton 
later had printed by "Stock and Land" a weekly district paper, 
"The Berwick County Times." 

DISTRICT RESIDENTS 

Mr. William Dorey lived at the present site of the Pound. He 
worked at the quarry on the "Edrington" property. This quarry 
supplied some stone for the railway construction, but as it was 
found to be very hard to break, operations were not continued. 
Mr. R. Redfern, Mr. T. Henderson, Mr. Hook, Mr. T. Butler, 
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Mr. Dallon and Mr. Frank Mazzenti and their families lived in 
this eastern early settJed area of Berwick. Mr. Butler and Mr. 
Dallon were both eatly brickmakers. Mr. Mazzenti came from 
the Island of Corsica and was a seafaring man previous to settling 
in the district and was employed on timber work. 

In the early days some of the families living on the creek took 
out a Miner's Righi: which entitled them to an acre of land at 
5 /- per year. On this area of land they erected a wattle and 
daub dwelling and re:sided there. As time went on the Govern
ment resumed this laqd and proclaimed it as a park, and obliged 
the settlers to vacate tne area. Mr. John Dinney, who lived on the 
opposite side of the creek, where the Beaconsfield football ground 
now is, defied this edict and refused to shift and, although the 
Government fenced him in, he lived there until he died. He was 
for some time Pound Ranger and bought a horse for the purpose, 
but as he found he e0uld not ride, gave the job up. 

Residents in the township area were Mr. Dan Madden, Mr. and 
Mrs. W. Mackay, Mr. and Mrs. Funston, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 
Missen, Mr. Waters, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Cowe, Mr. and Mrs. 
SheriH, Mr. Jackel, M'.r. Skewes, Mr. Duncan, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Pateman, Mr. Peter Gardiner, Mrs. Force, 
Mr. and Mrs. Adamsqn, Mr. and Mrs. Wade. 

In Gloucester Avenue the Trethowans and Hartleys resided. 
Mr. Charley Hartley,' the well-known Jersey breeder, spent his 
early youth in Berwick. At the Jubilee Show, Misses Dorothy and 
Daisy Hartley and Mis,s Marcia Kent were successful competitors in 
the children's school work. Mr. Michael Holt and his family lived 
many years in Berwick and Mr. John Holt, his son, the well-known 
trainer, was born in the district. The present-day successful horse 
trainer, Mr. E. J. Willmott, and his brothers were also brought up 
in the district. 

Mr. Richard Grice owned the "Eyrecourt" property. He drove 
a four-in-hand which I he handled with skill and which made a 
picturesque spectacle. ·jrhe tablet erected in the Berwick Boulevard 
in 1912 is to the m~mory of Mr. Richard Grice, who was a 
Councillor of the Cranbourne Shire Council. 

Mr. Alex. Pearson, 'son of Sir William Pearson, of "Kilmany 
Park," afterwards acquired the property, which was later in the 
ownership of Mr. Lionel Grimwade, a Vice-President of the 
Berwick and District A. and H. Society, who inaugurated the 
Life Membership of that body, being its first financial Life Member. 

Trained at the Osborne Naval College, England, for the Royal 
Navy, the late Lionel Grimwade took part in the landing at 
Gallipoli. He donated,,the naval pinnaces, Gallipoli landing orders, 
which are hung in the Berwick Soldiers' Memorial Hall. He was 
also instrumental in having a photograph of Berwick, Victoria, 
together with a boomerang, sent to H.M.S. "Berwick," then on 
the China station. Captain Eric G. Robinson, V.C., acknowledged 
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receipt of the gift, which was hung in the wardroom of that 
ship. He also sent a photograph of H.M.S. "Berwick," which is 
hung in the Memorial Hall, Berwick. 

Mr. J. B. Pearson, a Councillor of The Royal Agricultural Society 
of Victoria, owned the "Brentwood" property, later acquired by 
the late Mr. H. C. Pennefather, of "Ardsley," who was known 
throughout Australia as an eminent sheep classer, classing many 
of the famous studs. The property "Brentwood" is now in the 
ownership of Col. C. M. Thomas, who in 1959 won the Victorian 
Fodder Conservation State Championship for dairy farm under 
<lry farming conditions. 

Two Crimean War veterans, Mr. Drummond and Mr. Adams, 
resided in High Street, Berwick. These two old gentlemen, 
wearing their Crimean War medals, could often be observed sitting 
in the Boulevard, enjoying the sunshine. It was said that Mrs. 
Drummond was contemporary with and associated with Florence 
Nightingale, nursing at the Crimea. 

Mr. James W. Ogilvy and his family lived on Buchanan's Road 
for many years. The son of one of Melbourne's earliest solicitors, 
Mr. Ogilvy was enrolled as one of the first pupils when Scotch 
College, Melbourne, was opened and he also witnessed the 
departure of the Burke and Wills Expedition in 1860. His son, 
Mr. Arthur Ogilvy, together with Dr. Elm's son, Jack Elms, 
were both Berwick enlistments and served in the South African 
War, 1899-1902. Their photographs hang in the Mechanics' 
Institute. 

Mr. William Tetley, an old Harrovian, and his family lived on 
his property at the eastern end of Buchanan's Road. He was 
possibly the first grazier in the district to recognise the importance 
of top-dressing pastures. 

Mr. H. H. Ryan and family occupied the "Burnbank" property 
for a number of years, Mr. Ryan being a director of the New Loch 
Pyne Gold Mine, Matlock, and associated with The Long Tunnel 
Gold Mine, Walhalla, Victoria. 

Mr. John S. White, who was afterwards State Member for South 
Melbourne, resided in the district. 

Mr. Malwyn a'Beckett, brother of W. A. C. and E. a'Beckett, 
married Miss Affra Robinson, a sister of Mr. G. W. Robinson, 
and they established their home "Manuka" on Manuka Road, 
Berwick. Their family consisted of three sons and four daughters. 
This home is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Hayes. Many 
fine old trees and camellias of early days still flourish in this well 
kept garden. 

Mrs. Fanny Hume Hutchinson, who was resident in Peel Street, 
Berwick, for twenty-nine years, was the granddaughter of Hamilton 
Hume, the early explorer who came to Australia in 1790 and with 
Hovell made their memorable overland journey to Port Phillip 
in 1824. 
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BERWICK, 1891 

From an oil painting by Hrrb. Woodhou se . by courtesy of Mr. N. E. Beaumont 
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Berwick Shire Hall about 1900 and Shire Councillors, summit of Berwick Hill , Prince 's Highway, Berwick. 
J.B. Wilson <3rd from left ), John Ure <6th), Hodgson, Shire Sec. (7th ) . J. Gibb <8th), J. Ramage <10th). 

T. Bourke (12th). and contemporaries 
Pho tograph by cour tesy of Miss K. Ke nt. B erwick. 
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Mrs. Hutchinson was! the daughter of Mr. George Barbour, a first 
settler of the Kiewa 1/alley, where he owned the Gundowring 
Station, and who had married Hume's daughter. Her grand-uncle, 
John Kennedy Hume, 'a brother of the explorer, Hamilton Hume, 
was shot dead by the bushranger, Witton, at Gunning, New 
South Wales, in 1840. :: For this crime Witton was captured alive. 
He was taken to Sydney, tried and sentenced to be hanged at 
Goulburn gaol. Seated on his coffin in a one-horse cart, he was 
taken-in company wid,h the pock-marked, knock-kneed hangman, 
named Green-by mad a hundred and thirty miles to Goulburn 
under escort of sixteen dragoons. There Witton was hanged 
publicly with much ceremony on 19th March, 1840.-(The Wild 
Colonial Boys, Frank 'Clune). The trial took place before the 
appointment of Sir Wm. a'Beckett to the Court of N.S.W., but 
who later sat in judgrtlent of many of tl\e early bushrangers. 

Mrs. Hutchinson's Berwick home, "Dhuringa," is now in the 
ownership of her nephtw, Mr. Louis Bayer, and Mrs. Bayer. 

Another district resident relative to one of our early Australian 
explorers is Mr. L. W. Eyre of Brisbane Street, Berwick, he being 
of the same family as Eaward John Eyre who in 1839-1841 explored 
the Lake Torrens and Lake Eyre areas in South Australia, and 
made his dramatic das.h across to Western Australia along miles 
of barren lands, skirting the Great Australian Bight, and lost his 
sole white companion iµ the attempt. 

In 1836 tree ferns for the Californian Exhibition were obtained 
in the district. About :;three dozen were packed up in zinc-lined 
cases and shipped to C:alifornia. The ship sank in sight of the 
coast and the tree ferns were under water for about a fortnight, 
but they were in a g6od state of preservation when they were 
recovered. The street !trees of Berwick came from a Geelong 
nursery and as they wtte damaged they were obtained at reduced 
rates. , 

In 1889 a brass band :was started in Berwick. The band met for 
practice in the Shire Ball. The members soon became efficient 
and used to play at cqncerts, and every Saturday afternoon they 
played on the balcony pf Bains's Border Hotel at the expense of 
the proprietress. The band broke up when there was a report of 
a gold find in South Gippsland and some members left the district, 

' taking their instrument~ with them. 
The fine big trees p~st the "Edrington" gates to the Cardinia 

Creek on the Highway': were planted by the late Mr. James Gibb, 
M.H.R., who represented the Flinders Division from 1903 until 
1906. He owned the "Edrington" property and was a recognised 
breeder and judge of 1}.yrshire cattle. He later sold the property 
to the late Mr. S. P. ,McKay, a West Australian squatter and 
successful racehorse owner. Mr. McKay sold to the late Mr. A. S. 
Chirnside. It is of i4terest that two owners of "Edrington," 
Mr. Jas. Gibb, M.H.R., and Colonel R. P. Ryan, M.H.R., 
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became the representatives for the Division of Flinders. The 
property is now in the ownership of Mrs. and The Rt. Hon. R. G. 
Casey, Minister of External Affairs. 

The post office, before the present structure, was a woo<len 
building situated below the Berwick Pharmacy. The police station 
has had several moves, having occupied premises on both si<les 
of High Street. One of the Berwick constables was afterwards 
transferred to Mansfield, where he was shot by the Kellys. 

Constables Gleeson an<l Shannahan, early members of the Police 
Force, ha<l charge of the Berwick Police Station. Constables Steele 
and Sgt. Hehir were in later years in charge. 

ABORIGINES 

In the early <lays of settlement numerous aborigines were about 
the district but now only occasional relics of them are found. They 
belonged to the Bunurong tribe. Camp activities were carried on. 
They were sheltered by the dense vegetation of the district. Women 
visited the creek and gathered fresh water mussels, small animals 
and vegetable foods, the men speared fish an<l hunted the kangaroo 
and emu and captured opossums and snakes; the children played 
around the camp or disported themselves in the water in shallow 
pools in the creek. 

The late Mrs. Hobbs, as a child, remembered them on the 
Cardinia Creek. She had a musical box, turned by hand, which 
was of great interest to the natives, and they gathered round to 
hear the music. My mother also remembered them on one occasion, 
asking my grandfather for tobacco, when they were about Messrs. 
Sweeney's hill on the Highway going into Dandenong. There 
was a tree, near the Grassmere swamp, out of which the natives 
had cut a bark canoe, but unfortunately it was destroyed by fire. 
A stone axe was also ploughed up on the same property. Mr. A. 
S. Chalk speaks of another tree still standing on the Cardinia 
Creek out of which the natives had cut a canoe. On Mr. Bailleau's 
and Mr. Alan Jones's properties, formerly owned by Mr. Scott A. 
Sharpe, numerous relics of the aborigines were found, stone axes 
ploughed up and blackfel!ows' middens uncovered, where in days 
gone by they had cooked their freshwater mussels, opossums and 
other native game. The low-lying country to the south of Berwick 
was an old seabed, extending beyond Cranbourne to the coast 
and fossilised seashells and sand denote it. The field naturalists 
maintain that particular orchids which grow denote the high water 
mark of the old sea which covered this area. It was in this area 
that the famous series of Cranbourne meteorites (the largest 
weighing 4.1 tons) came into prominence as far back as 1854, 
when No. 1 meteorite was discovered. In 1862 it was removed 
and sent to Melbourne to be shipped finally to the British Museum, 
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where it is now preserved in an atmosphere of nitrogen. Since 
that time nine other meteorites have been located in that area. 
The most recent discovery, it is believed, was in 1928. 

BIRD LIFE 

Berwick district is renowned by the presence of a rare and 
distinguished native bird. 

It may not be generally known that along the margins of the 
upper reaches of the Cardinia Creek there dwells the beautiful 
helmeted honeyeater (Melliphaga cassidiso). It is regarded as 
Australia's rarest bird ( disregarding those that are extinct or on 
the verge of extinction) as it is found only in three localities (all 
in Victoria), including the abovementioned habitat. It is a most 
ornate species-clad on the back, wings and tail in a greenish
brown shade, with a breast of jonquil yellow, whil_e most of the 
head and neck, including the "helmet" or crest, is resplendent in 
gleaming tones of lemon yellow. The bird has pleasant call notes 
but is not famed as a songster. It feeds on insects, nectar and 
pollen obtained from the blossoming native trees and shrubs. 
When it is realised that the Australian region possesses over seven 
hundred separate species of birds ( a wealth of avifauna not sur
passed by any other country in the world, and only approached 
in number by one other land, South America) the Berwick
Beaconsfield district should feel proud of the great distinction 
that has been conferred upon it by the possession of this ornitho
logical gem. Overseas ornithologists when visiting this State never 
fail to visit its abode in order to try to view the bird in the flesh. 
The Berwick area is fortunately rich in bird life generally, which 
occurrence very materially assists the man on the land in coping 
with the myriad insect pests which, without our insectivorous birds 
to keep them in check, would increase to such an extent as would 
spell ruin to the whole community. 

Another bird in our district which should be mentioned is the 
shy and uncommon blue-billed duck (Oxyura australis). This 
bird dwells on the swamps in the "Grassmere property." One is 
well rewarded in catching a glimpse of this interesting bird. 

Other birds for which the district is noted are the kookaburra, 
bell birds, yellow-tailed thornbills (tits), whip birds, oriole har
monious thrush, rufous whistler, yellow faced honeyeater, willy 
wagtail, grey fantail, sacred kingfisher, jacky winter, white-backed 
magpie and mud and ground-larks. 

Of the imported birds the English skylark has become well 
established and adapted itself to the Berwick countryside and is 
one of our most prized feathered immigrants. 

The bush fires are a menace to our wild life. Over past years 
a considerable portion of the honeyeater country along the Cardinia 
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Valley has been burnt out. It is most regrettable that these fires 
occur and it is to be hoped the bush recovers and the birds return 
to their native habitat. 

Many of the beauty spots in the locality mentioned are being 
somewhat rapidly devastated by fire and other instruments of 
destruction, and with all for no adequate reason or result. Future 
generations will have very valid reasons for denouncing their 
forebears for their selfish thoughtlessness in having destroyed the 
heritage that should have been passed on unharmed to those who 
come after them. 

Most of our early pioneers have now passed away. Mr. Terence 
O'Connor died in 1887, aged 88, and his niece, Miss Sarah 
O'Connor, had erected his headstone in the Berwick cemetery. 
My mother remembered his burial. As a child she accompanied 
my grandfather, who placed some planks over the grave as for 
some reason it was not possible to fill the grave in immediately. 

Mr. James Wilson died in 1910. Both in his private life and as 
a public man he was greatly esteemed. He came to Victoria in 
the year 1841 from Fintona, Ireland, and for over SO years resided 
in Berwick. As Justice of the Peace, a member of the Shire 
Council of Berwick,. committeeman of the Agricultural Society, 
and member of the Council of the Royal Agricultural Society of 
Victoria, he did sterling work. He was an enthusiastic believer 
in the importance of securing the best strains of stock for successful 
farming in Victoria, and in company with his son, the late Mr. 
George L. Wilson, undertook a tour of the Home counties, 
which resulted in the importation of strains of Ayrshire cattle and 
Hampshire sheep which won championships both in New South 
Wales and Victoria. 

Mr. G. L. Wilson was elected to the seat of his father, Mr. James 
Wilson, on the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria in 1910, 
and held it until 1940, during which period he was elected Vice
President. He was appointed a Trustee in 1940 and held that 
position until his death in 1943. In July, 1950, his son Mr. G. P. H. 
Wilson, was elected to the Council of the Royal Agricultural Society 
of Victoria and had the distinction of being the only representative 
of a third generation on the Council. Mr. G. P. H. Wilson was 
appointed Vice-President of the R.A.S. of Victoria in November, 
1957. He also was President of the Berwick A. & H. Society in 
1950 and 1951, and of Dandenong A. & H. Society in 1953. 

In 1952 Mr. Wilson won the Nuffield. Foundation Travelling 
Scholarship for Australian farmers. It was the first scholarship 
awarded to the State of Victoria and entitled the recipient to 
nine months, including travelling time, to study the latest farming 
methods in the United Kingdom. 

The Wilson House property after being cleared of virgin forest 
country was devoted by the late Mr. James Wilson to dairying 
and cheesemaking. A notable success was achieved by Mr. James 
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Wilson when in 1876 he won the medal for one bu.she! of wheat 
at the Paris Exhibition. The wheat was grown on the Wilson House 
farm. 

The late Mr. G. L. Wilson engaged in Ayrshire cattle breeding, 
of which he was a noted breeder and interstate judge. He also 
through importations established a fine flock of Hampshire stud 
sheep. Dairying operations were for the purpose of supplying whole 
milk to Melbourne. 

When Mr. G. L. Wilson dispersed his Ayrshire cattle stud to 
the late Mr. S. P. McKay of Northam, Western Australia, he then 
engaged his attention to beef cattle grazing pursuits and the 
breeding of Stud Hampshire and Shropshire sheep. 

When his son, Mr. G. P.H. Wilson, took over the Wilson House 
property on the death of his father, and as a result of his 
observances overseas, he decided that the best possible use to which 
the property could be put in the main was to revert to dairy
farming, to which it was eminently suited. By the application of 
scientific farming methods and the use of artificial manures, 
principally potash, production levels per acre were greatly increased. 
Two-thirds of the property is now engaged in dairying production 
for th,e whole milk supply to Melbourne; whilst the remainder is 
devoted to a Dorset Horn sheep stud and raising of beef cattle. 

The Hon. James Buchanan, M.L.C., passed away in 1914, shortly 
after the outbreak of the First World War. He was a highly 
respected man of kindly and genial disposition. He was born in 
Scotland in 1827 and arrived at Port Phillip in 1849 by the ship 
"Reaper." He first followed pastoral pursuits on the Edward River, 
New South Wales, where Deniliquin now stands. He then went to 
the Castlemaine and Bendigo gold diggings. In 1851 he commenced 
farming in the Plenty district where he engaged in mixed farming 
and the breeding of Ayrshire cattle, having purchased the early 
importations of Mr. Wills of Point Henry. A successful wheat
grower in the Gippsland district before the Mallee and Wi:nmera 
lands were opened up, he was awarded the gold medal of the Port 
Phillip Farmers' Society in 1858. He bought "Ardblair" in 1854. 
He was an early member of the Mornington branch of the Port 
Phillip Farmers' Society, a first member of The Roads Board and 
Shire Council, and a Justice of the Peace of the first court held in 
Berwick. He represented the Southern Province in the Legislative 
Council in 1876 and represented the district for 24 years. He was 
appointed to the first Railway Standing Committee of Victoria in 
1890 in the Bent Ministry and to the first Council of the Dookie 
Agricultural College, and was a member of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Victoria. After relinquishing farming on Ardblair, he 
built the "Burr Hill" home and on the property established a fine 
vineyard and made his own wine. The wine cellars are still existant 
at "Burr Hill," now in the ownership of Mr. Norman Steele. 
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On his retirement from the Legislative Council in 1900 Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, on the advice of the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, the Right Honorable Joseph Chamberlain, directed 
that he should retain the title of "Honourable" for life in 
recognition of his long and valuable services to the State of Victoria. 
The following is an extract from a letter of congratulation sent to 
the Honourable James Buchanan by the President of the Legislative 
Council, Sir William Zeal, on the 6th April, 1900:-

"I am sure this distinction will be prized by you in the 
evening of your life, and it will afford particular gratification 
to those of us who were so intimately allied with you and who 
learnt to appreciate the unselfish and highly praiseworthy 
attention you gave to all public questions." 

He bequeathed his home and grounds to the Berwick Presby
terian Church, who erected a tablet to his memory, bearing the 
following inscription:-

"To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Hon. 
James Buchanan, M.L.C., Glasgow 1827-Berwick 1914, 
whose deeds of kindness and public spiritedness enriched this 
community. To this church he bequeathed his late residence 
and land for a manse in perpetuity. 

" 'God is Love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in 
God and God in him.' 1 John 4-16." 

Andrew Buchanan was one of the first persons born in the 
Berwick district. His parents came to the Colony of Victoria in 
1849 and purchased the farm, "Burnbank," at Berwick in 1854. 
It was on that farm that Buchanan was born, also his brother 
James and sister, Mrs. Alexander. The property is now owned by 
Mr. W. Gamble. 

The Buchanans spent their school days in Berwick; Andrew 
worked on his father's farm and subsequently part of the farm 
came into his possession and for many years he carried on dairy
farming and cheese making. He later sold out and bought a 
property at Flinders. His father, Robert Buchanan, learned the 
trade of wheelwright in Scotland, his native place. Coming to 
Victoria in 1849, he worked at his trade on the Plenty River for 
a year, and at Campbellfield for two years. He was then attracted 
to the diggings at Ballarat where he remained for eighteen months. 
After another two years on the Plenty he settled at Berwick and 
purchased 600 acres at £2/10/- per acre. He indulged in general 
and dairy farming and cheese making, at one time milking 120 
cows, amongst which were two Champion Prize Ayrshires of the 
colony. Landing in Victoria with £ 18, in less than 40 years his 
assets increased to more than £20,000. 

His grandsons are Mr. J. Buchanan, of Flinders, Mr. Robert 
Buchanan of Goulburn Valley and Mrs. D. Wadelton of Girgarre. 

Mr. J. Buchanan, a noted Ayrshire breeder, is now on the Council 
of the Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria. 
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L. D. BEAUMONT 

Mr. L. D. Beaumont, born in Huddersfield, Yorkshire, England, 
in the year 1860, was educated at one of England's greater public 
schools, "The Bedford Grammar School." On leaving school he 
was apprenticed to the Tea trade in Fenchurch Street, London. 
Closely linked with the tea trade in those days were the fast 
Clipper sailing ships which raced home from China to bring the 
first shipment of the new season's tea to London, prizes being 
awarded for the first cargo landed. It was possibly this influence 
in his life which inspired him to take up a seafaring life in his 
early manhood. 

Embarking on the sailing ship "Zealandia," he undertook a 
three 1nonths' voyage to New Zealand, where he entered the services 
of the Union Steamship Co. of New Zealand in 1883, and served 
for a period of nine years as a Purser in some of that company's 
earliest ships, notably the "Wairarapa," "Waihora," "Wanaka," 
"Fijian," "Te Anu" and "Rotomahana," well known ships to an 
earlier generation and at that time engaged in the New Zealand, 
Australian and South Sea Island trade. 

It was on one of these voyages in the year 1889, Mr. Beaumont 
met his future wife, Miss Ellie Buchanan, she being a passenger 
on board the s.s. "Fijian" in the company of her father, the Hon. 
James Buchanan, who was a member of a Victorian Parliamentary 
Party visiting the Islands. The s.s. "Fijian" ran on a reef off the 
coast of the Island of Tanna in the New Hebrides group and 
became a total wreck. The island was peopled by a very cannibal
istic tribe of natives and both passengers and crew spent a most 
perilous time on the island before being rescued by a passing ship 
and returned to Sydney. 

After his marriage in 1892 he relinquished the sea and took up 
farming pursuits at "Ardblair," Berwick. He bred a notable herd 
of Ayrshire Stud Cattle, engaged in cheese making on the farm 
and also established the first stud of Southdown sheep in the 
district, the nucleus of which he introduced from the late Chas. 
Grubb of "Strathroy," Tasmania. 

Furthering this interest in the betterment of livestock breeding 
he made a later importation of a Suffolk Punch stallion "Sprough
ton Earl," from Ipswich, Suffolk, England, in 1906, together with 
some Southdown sheep. This horse took principal awards at the 
Melbourne Royal Show and left a fine stamp of farm horses in the 
district. 

He was an Elder of St. Andrew's Berwick Presbyterian Church 
when the first appointments were made during the Ministry of the 
late Rev. W. S. Whiteside, B.A., and honorary secretary and 
treasurer for a number of years. 

During his public life Mr. Beaumont was very interested in the 
establishment of the Berwick Girls' School, becoming the first 
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treasurer, to raise finance in its promotion. The school developed 
into the now well known St. Margaret's Girls' School, Berwick. 

He took a keen and active interest in the Berwick and District 
A. & H. Society, and indeed was the President when it was so 
named in 1918 after the alteration from its old title of "The 
Mornington Farmers' Society." He was one of the first recipients 
of the Society's highest honour, it having conferred an Honorary 
Life Membership on him in the year 1925. His death took place 
in 1954 in his 94th year. 

LATER DAYS OF BERWICK SHIRE COUNCIL 

In 1890 the population of Berwick was 636, and that of the shire 
4125; 8077 acres were cultivated in oats, peas, beans, potatoes, 
introduced grasses and hay. The area was 384 square miles, and the 
net annual value of ratable property was £60,664. 

On 24th November, 1901, the Council decided to shift from 
Berwick. It was agreed that the business of the Shire be transacted 
at the Shire Hall, Berwick, until the end of February, 1902, but 
the meetings were to be held in Pakenham. The sitting councillors 
at the time were Cr. H. James (President), Crs. H. Barr, J. B. 
Wilson, E. Vieusseux, T. Bourke, D. Bourke, Kraft, G. Martin, 
Douglas, Field, McNamara, J. Ure, senior, and R. C. Clements. 

The Pakenham Mechanics' Institute was rented for £ 12 per 
annum, and if the Council took it for a period of five years 
instead of three years, the Mechanics' Trustees would provide office 
accommodation. The reason for the change was the creation of 
the Iona Riding, when it became more central for the wide area 
represented to meet at Pa ken ham East. 

In 1912 the new Shire Hall was built in the main street in 
Pakenham East during the presidency of the late ex-Cr. L. D. 
Beaumont, who presided at the cfficial opening. He entered the 
Council in 1903 and his term extended for 12 years. He was 
responsible for hwing the old cobblestcne water table down High 
Street replaced by the present structure, also was instrumental in 
having the West Australian flowering gums planted from the 
State school up to Cr. A. Funston's. 

The late Mr. G. L. Wilson kindly donated the trees to the 
Berwick Shire Council. 

In 1956 a move was made by the Shire of Dandenong to 
annex the rapidly developing and industrially important Western 
Section of the Shire of Berwick and ccrresponding section of the 
Shire of Cranbourne. A public enquiry was instituted but in this 
the Dandenong Shire was unsuccessful. 

Those appearing were: For the Shire of Berwick-Cr. C. F. 
Greaves, J.P., President; Mr. Ronald J. Chambers, Engineer, and 
Secretary, Miss Beatrice Thomas. For the Shire of Cranbourne-
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Cr. George Knowles, President; Cr. W. C. Greaves; Mr. T. Grant, 
Secretary; Mr. H. Cockcroft, Engineer. For the Shire of Dande
nong-Cr. R. Jeffers, President; Cr. K. A. Terry, Cr. K. A. 
Falconer, Cr. G. T. Andrews. 

DISTRICT PURSUITS 

At an early date tea was experimentally grown in the district 
and found to do well but, labour proved the difficulty in it becoming 
commercially grown. An extract taken from a rare pamphlet of an 
address given by Baron von Muller at Ballarat in 1875 said that 
Mr. P. Beveridge of French Island, Captain Hall of Westernport 
and Mr. G. W. Robinson of Hillesley, Narre Warren, had reported 
favourably on the successful growing of tea in those areas. 

In the return by the Government Statist of Viticulture. in 
Victoria, giving the area under crop and the produce of vines 
during the season 1888-1889, it is shown that there were four 
registered vinegrowers in Berwick with an area of eight acres, 
174 cwt. of grapes having been gathered to make a production 
of 1200 gallons of wine. This industry has lapsed in the district 
over the years. 

In the early 90's hop growing was practised in the district. This 
was principally carried out on the flats about Beaconsfield. A 
hop kiln was erected in close proximity to what now is the Prince's 
Highway. Mr. Miller was awarded in 1892 a special certificate 
for hops, by the Dandenong and South Bourke Agricultural Society. 
Another hop kiln was situated in Mr. Eric Grant's property. 

A notable success of the Quarry Hills property was that in 
later years Mr. E. C. Henry entered export lambs, bred and reared 
on natural pastures on Quarry Hills, in the Smithfield (London) 
export lamb competitions conducted by the Royal Agricultural 
Society of Victoria. Following were the results:-

First competition, 1932 (21 entries): E. C. Henry awarded 
1st and 2nd. 

Second Competition, 1933 (15 entries), E. C. Henry awarded 
1st and 2nd. 

Third competition. Mr. Henry did not compete but donated 
a Cup. 

Fourth competition, 1935, 1st and 3rd. 
In 1937 the Commonwealth Meat Board conducted an All 

Australian Export Competition, the winners of each State com
petition to meet in a grand final contest at Smithfield, London. 

In the section for lambs sired by Southdown rams, Mr. E. C. 
Henry's entry, the winners of the Victorian section, went on to 
win the All Australian Championship. 

Entries were twice awarded possible points, and in a cable from 
London, dated 27th February, 1934, when th~ 1933 competition 
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was judged in Smithfield, read: "Intentionally, sent without indica
tion of brand, breed or competitor, 40 lambs from Melbourne 
Royal Show were judged by a committee of Smithfield market 
experts who awarded first prize to Lot No. 7. The judges 
considered the winning pen almost perfect." 

(Lot No. 7 was Mr. E. C. Henry's Quarry Hills, Berwick, 
exhibit). The Quarry Hills farm was the homestead section of 
the Wm. Wilson Estate, Mrs. E. C. Henry being a granddaughter 
of the late William Wilson, senior, and late Hon. James Buchanan. 

Whilst the "Ardblair" property was under lease to Messrs. Flack 
and Sewell and under the management of Mr. W. Gamble, the 
"Ardblair" Friesian herd was the winning herd for Victoria, having 
the highest average yield of 483.84 lb. butter-fat for 11 head 
without allowances in the Victorian Government Herd Test, 
1924-1925. 

In the earlier days on the "Ardblair" property was situated the 
Berwick Rifle Range where rifle practice was undertaken by 
members of the Victorian Mounted Rifles previous to the South 
African War. The clearing through the trees and firing mounds 
denotes where the range in the paddock was, known as the "butts" 
paddock, the targets being against the background of the "Ardblair" 
hill. 
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THE FORMATION OF OUR 

PUBLIC BODIES 

FALLEN SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL HALL 

The Berwick and District Fallen Soldiers' Memorial Hall was 
formerly The Rechabite Hall, the Rechabite Lodge being respon
sible for its erection. It was built by Messrs. Henderson and 
Dalton in 1886 and opened in that year by Mr. Camm, the Berwick 
school teacher. 

Mr. J. C. Camm was a very gifted man, an artist and a writer 
of verse. He used to run a panorama, the forerunner of the 
Moving Picture. The hall was acquired by the Berwick branch of 
The Returned Soldiers and Sailors' Imperial League of Australia 
in 1920. For valuable services in bringing this about, Messrs. 
W. G. a'Beckett, A. S. Chirnside, A. E. Loveridge, W. Wilson and 
Dr. C. A. Griffith were appointed Life Governors and a tablet 
was erected to commemorate their names in the hall. Other tablets 
were in grateful appreciation to the women of this district 
for services rendered, and another by the B.D.S.M.H. to A. S. 
Chirnside, Esq., in appreciation of his gifts to returned soldiers, 
1914-1922. The latter referred to, amongst his other gifts, the 
gift of 600 acres of land by Mr. Chirnside on which to settle 
nine returned men on the land in Berwick after the 1914-1918 
World War. The municipal valuation of the land was £11,000 
at that time. Mr. Chirnside also donated the pictures which hung 
on the walls in the Berwick and District Fallen Soldiers' Memorial 
Hall. These formerly hung in the Manor House, Werribee. 

MECHANICS' INSTITUTE 

The Mechanics' Institute was opened in 1862 with a subscription 
of 1 /- per month. The library was erected at the intersection of 
Edward and Peel Streets. Once a w~ek the library was opened 
for an entertainment called "Penny Readings." A chairman was 
appointed for the evening and any person could read or· relate 
anything useful or amusing. · The penny entrance went to the 
maintenance fund. Before this no newspapers were readily avail-
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able, The price of "The Argus" was 6d. and "The Age" 4d. It 
was too far to travel to Dandenong for the papers so that they 
were but rarely seen. Books were read and re-read, and it became 
a habit to exchange books. They were not returned but exchanged 
one with another. The Institute was removed to its present site 
in 1880 and additions were made in 1881. The block of land on 
which it stands was given by Mr. Robt. Bain on a five hundred 
years' lease. Mr. Bain died in 1887, a comparatively young man 
of 56 years. Mrs. Bain lived until 1908, aged 70 years; both were 
buried in the Berwick cemetery. 

THE SCHOOLS 

The first private school was opened by Mr. Latham on the 
property then known as "Holly Green" ("Breckin"), Narre 
Warren. He was the grandfather of Mr. A. T. Latham, secretary 
of The Historical Society of Victoria. 

Another was opened by Mr. Charley O'Malley in Mr. Abraham 
Gardiner's property near the present railway station. 

Later Mr. Johnstone Hughston, M.A., in 1864 opened a school 
situated on a block of land opposite "Edrington." Later Mr. 
Hughston moved down to a site in Gloucester Avenue, on land 
now owned by Mrs. Frank Richardson. Mr. Hughston was the 
father of Miss Annie Hughston, M.A., the founder of the Fintona 
Presbyterian Girls' Grammar School at Camberwell. The school 
was named after her mother's (Miss Catherine Wilson) birth
place-Fintona, County Tyrone, in the north of Ireland. His other 
daughters, Jane and Violet, became the wives of the late Dr. Walter 
Craig, of Box Hill, and Professor Walter Murdoch, of Perth 
University, Western Australia, respectively. His son, Mr. W. J. 
Hughston, M.A., opened an open air school on the European system, 
at Sandringham, Victoria, which he carried on successfully for a 
number of years. 

As the early schools were private, children were required to take 
weekly payments every Monday morning. 

An early girls' school was established by Miss Robinson, a sister 
of Mr. G. W. Robinson, about 1881, in the building which later 
became the Berwick Boys' Grammar School. Rev. Mr. Martin 
opened a school in Rutland Street, but later it was transferred 
down to where Major and Mrs. Archer now reside. Amongst his 
pupils were the McKinnons, Mrs. Beaumont, Darcys, C. Wauchope 
and John Crean, who became the well-known minister in the 
Methodist Church. 

Miss Dods opened a Girls' School at "Alma House," adjoining 
the present doctor's residence, situated in Langmore Lane. 
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Amongst her pupils were the Ogilvy girls, Essie Skewes, May 
Wilson, Dorothy Latham, and the Vieusseux girls, and many others. 

The first State School was opened on a three-cornered allotment 
at the intersection of Wilson and Campbell Streets, and was for a 
considerable time the only public hall available for concerts and 
o:her entertainments. Some years later the present site was chosen 
and a brick building erected. About 1876 the east section of the 
present school was built as an addition as so many children came 
to the school from the railway construction camp situated on the 
property now occupied by Major T. Archer. It is popularly sup
posed that because Berwick State School bears the low number-40 
-it signifies its early establishment. This is not so. When the 
Education Act of 1872 was passed, making the schools free, com
pulsory and secular, they were numbered alphabetically. Thus 
Alberton became No. 1; had it retained its old name of Palmerston 
it would have been much lower down the list. Berwick in order 
became No. 40. The school was remodelled in 1915, when the 
third room was added. Some of the early teachers were Messrs. 
Waite, Robt. Camm, H. E. Rankine, McCann, Spielvogel, and 
more recently Messrs. Alf. Barker, James E. Hall, G. J. Long, 
and J. Wills. The present school bell was donated by the late Mr. 
A. S. Chirnside, but as yet there is no plate inscribed to mark 
his gift. 

The Education Act of 1870 brought into introduction the Stan
dard Certificate, the passing of which exempted the pupil from 
compulsory attendance. In the Berwick State School the first pupil 
to gain his Standard Certificate was Mr. George Funston. 

In earlier times the Berwick Bush Nursing Hospital was a girls' 
school, first kept by the Misses Watson and later by Miss Hopkins 
and Miss Hornsby. For many years Berwick had a very well
known Boys' Grammar School, Mr. E. L. Vieusseux being the 
owner and headmaster. Many boys passed through his hands, 
Harry Graham, the Australian XI all-rounder, being one of them. 
He learned his cricket on the Berwick recreation ground. After 
Mr. Vieusseux's death in 1917 it was taken over by the Church 
of England, the Rev. D. P. McLaren, B.A., becoming headmaster, 
being succeeded by the Rev. C.H. Zercho in 1920. On Mr. Zercho's 
resignation in 1921, Mr. S. A. Hancock, M.A., took charge. 
Unfortunately for the district the school did not continue long 
after this time. 

BERWICK GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

A fine row of trees was planted opposite the school in Church 
Street to commemorate Old Boys of the school who fell in the 
First World War. 
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In 1958 a tablet was also erected to their memory bearing 
the following:-

Berwick Grammar School Boys who fell in the 1914-1918 War. 

BRUNN, E. D'A. 
ELMES, H. 0. 
GAUNT, E.G. 
HODGSON, S. 
HOPE, H. L. 
KENT, A. E. 
LYON, C.H. 
MILLER, A. H. 
ROBIN, A. M. 

ST. MARGARET'S GIRLS' SCHOOL 

(Formerly Berwick Presbyterian Girls' School) 

This school was opened in 1920, the first principal being Miss J. 
Patterson. In 1922 Miss Rowan Agnew, M.A., was appointed. 
The school was reconstituted when it became the property of 
Miss Gipson, and again later on Miss Gipson's retirement when 
it came under the principalship of Mrs. Strugnell, M.A., who 
accepted appointment as principal for one year to enable the school 
to be reorganised. Miss Elizabeth W oodyatt, B.A., succeeded Mrs. 
Strugnell. When the first Flying Doctor plane, a Gipsy Fox Moth, 
started off from the Wyndham Flying Base, North-western Aus
tralia, in 1934, its radio communication equipment was provided 
by the girls of St. Margaret's School, Berwick, Victoria, at a cost 
of £40. 

Our schools have been visited on two occasions by State 
Governors, Sir Gibson Carmichael and Lord and Lady Somers. 
On the occasion of the latter's visit an amusing incident occurred. 
Lady Somers had the misfortune to lose the buckle of one of her 
shoes which allowed the shoe to come off. As the Vice Regal 
party was due to go on to Pakenham, and to keep to a time 
schedule, this was most inconvenient. Cr. S. A. Greaves took 
charge of the shoe and in a very great hurry got the late Mr. Albert 
Tonks to affix the buckle fastening. Cr. Greaves then overtook the 
Vice Regal party between Berwick and Pakenham and handed over 
the shoe to Lady Somers and all was well at Pakenham. 

Outside Mr. Albert Tonks' premises the following morning 
there appeared a very neatly executed signboard bearing the Crown 
and worded "Under Vice .Regal Patronage" all very well executed 
by our skilled Berwick signwriter and decorator, Mr. T. Warne; 
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THE CHURCHES 

The first church services held in Berwick were those of the 
Presbyterian Church opened in 1857, the clergyman in charge 
being the Rev. Alexander Duff, M.A., 1857-1879. Succeeding 
ministers were Rev. W. Lockhart Morton, 1879-1881; Rev. John 
Martin, 1881-1888; Rev. R. W. Rock, 1888-1895; Rev. James Ponder, 
M.A., 1896-1899; Home Mission Interregnum Rev. J. L. Cope; 
Rev. (later Prof.) Alex Yule, 1910-1915; Rev. W. S. Whiteside, 
B.A., 1915-1917; Rev. W. J. Murray, 1917-1921; Rev. W. R. 
Cunningham, 1921-1925; Rev. A. H. Tolhurst, 1925-1927; Rev. 
Cadwallader Jones, 1928-; Rev, Wilfred Collins, B.A., 1933--1940; 
Rev. Cadwallader Jones, 1942-1944; Rev. W. H. D. McMeekin, 
1945-1948; Rev. J. J. W. Scott, 1948-1950; Rev. J. Scott Tanner, 
1951-1955; Rev. John E. Lloyd, 1956. 

On the 18th March, 1861, by proclamation an area of 1 acre 
2 roods were reserved from sale for Presbyterian Church purposes, 
situated at the present site, and on the 12th August, 1861, similarly 
an order-in-council was made approving the appointment of:-

James Wilson, Robert Buchanan, Archibald Nicol, Walter Stuart 
and Charles Catenach as Trustees of the land reserved at Berwick 
for Presbyterian Church purposes. 

Rev. Martin was instrumental. in, having the church rebuilt in 
brick. Reed, Henderson and Smart were the architects and the 
plans provided for a spire but this was not proceeded with. The 
new pulpit was installed by the family to the memory of Mr. and 
Mrs. William and Anne Wilson and their daughter, Mrs. Euphemia 
Sturken, and dedicated by the Rev. Hageneur on 17th October, 
1948. 

During the month of March, 1957, the Centenary Celebrations 
of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church were observed and the 
enthusiasm of present and former parishioners was most evident 
by the crowded congregations. A Centenary History was compiled 
for the occasion by the Rev. John E. Lloyd which gave a complete 
history of the church from its beginning. Among the distinguished 
visitors who occupied the pulpit during the celebrations were the 
Moderator-General, The Very Rev. Sir Francis Rolland, K.C.M.G., 
and the State Moderator, Rt. Rev. John Haddon Bates. Warm 
welcome was also extended to the Rev. W. L. Collins and Rev. 
J. J. W. Scott when they returned to their former parish. 

It is a matter of interest to mention here that the first Presbyterian 
Church in Australasia was the Ebenezer Church at Portland Head 
on the Hawkesbury River, N.S.W. It was erected in 1809 and is 
still in use, and is the oldest church in the Commonwealth of 
any denomination. It was built by a number of free immigrants 
who settled on the banks of the Hawkesbury River, N.S.W., the 
first granary of Australia. ("The Early Days of Windsor, N.S.W." 
J as. Steele.) 
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The Roman Catholic Church is situated in High Street near 
the summit of the Berwick Hill. The first church, built of 
weatherboard, was erected about 1870. It was originally part of 
the Parish of Brighton. In 1884 the Parish of Dandenong was 
formed and until 1956 Berwick had been administered from 
Dandenong. The first parish priest was Father Quilter, and the 
parish priests since then have bee_n Fathers James O'Brien, 
J. Gleeson, Merner, T. Little, and M. O'Sullivan. The new brick 
church was, erected in 1937. In 1956 Berwick was made into an 
independent Parish, Father Wedge being appointed the first resident 
Parish Priest. In 1958, during his pastorate, Miss Myring's home 
in Wilson Street was acquired as a Presbytery, and also saw the 
commencement of the building of the new Church Hall. Father 
Wedge's untimely death at the age of 44 as the result of an aero
plane accident took place on the borders of his parish in June, 1958. 
He was an experienced pilot who held a commercial pilot's licence 
for over 10 years. He was educated at Xavier College and 
graduated from Corpus Christi College and had ministered at 
Mansfield, Diamond Creek, Mornington and Essendon. It is 
interesting to note that the late Father Wedge was a great-grandson 
of Melbourne's first surveyor, J. H. Wedge, who came over with 
John Batman's party from Tasmania. The surveyor was one of 
those who negotiated the famous treaty with the natives. 

Father Poulsen succeeded Father Wedge in 1958. 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

On the 9th October, 1863, a site was reserved from sale for 
Church of England purposes and the appointment of Trustees 
approved as undermentioned:-

Thomas Walton, George Robinson, James Kelly, George Miller, 
George W. Robinson. 

The Church of England was built in 1876, the foundation stone 
being laid in December of that year, and was linked with the 
Parish of Cranbourne. J. B. Gason, later Canon Gason, was in 
charge of Cranbourne at that time. For the first year the services 
were held by J. B. Gason and Mr. Camm, the headmaster of the 
State School, and after that time the pulpit was oc;cupied by 
preachers from Melbourne until a permanent minister, the Rev. 
G. Sandiford, was inducted in 1879. His successors were:-Rev. 
B. Reed, 1881-2; Rev. J. Measterling, 1882-3; Rev. J. Heiffer Hill, 
1883-98; Rev. A. Brain, 1898-99; Rev. H. J. Harvey, 1899-1903; 
Rev. A. J. Cole,_ 1903-32; Rev. R. J. Rowell, 1932-1936; Rev. J. V. 
Patton, 1936-1937; Rev. E. R. L. Panelli, 1937-1944; Rev. W. P. 
Daunt, 1944-1948; Rev. R. J. Mountney, 1948-1951; Rev. J. Ryan, 
1951-1955; Rev. P. E. D. Gason, 1955-. 

In 1958 for the first time a Parish Hall of a useful size was 
erected. Made of pre-cast concrete and of modern contemporary 
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design, it is of a size that should meet the needs of the future. 
The Parish Hall was dedicated by Bishop J. D. McKie on June 
13th, 1958. Rev. P. E. D. Gason, the present Vicar, is the grandson 
of Canon J. B. Gason, who started services in Berwick from the 
Parish of Cranbourne and also the great grandson of the Rev. 
Alexander Duff, M.A., of Cranbourne, who also inaugurated the 
Berwick Presbyterian Church. The original Vicarage was sold and 
a modern brick Vicarage erected in the church grounds of recent 
times. Dr. P. V. Langmore has served on the vestry of Christ 
Church, Berwick, for 53 years. 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Of unusual historical interest are the circumstances which led to 
the introduction of services and the later establishment of the 
Berwick Church of Christ. In 1869 an evangelist, Mr. A. J. Hamill, 
was visiting and conducting services at Pakenham, to which he 
walked to and fro from Prahran. On one occasion whilst passing 
through Berwick his boot was giving him trouble so he called in 
on the Berwick shoemaker, Reinhold Metzenthin, to have the 
trouble rectified. As a few people were gathered together that 
evening and a fruitful discussion had taken place between preacher 
and shoemaker, Mr. Hamill preached the Gospel. to the little 
gathering. As a consequence of this propitious occasion in June, 
1869, he returned to Berwick and for some time conducted further 
Scripture teachings during which time Mr. and Mrs. Metzenthin 
were baptized in the Cardinia Creek, in close proximity to where 
they lived. By December, 1869, there were 24 adherents. Mr. 
Ritchie of Pakenham then conducted the services until they were 
later carried on by their own members at house-to-house gatherings. 
A small wooden chapel was then built in Peel Street. In 1872 
Mr. Henry Hillier took up the work with adherents numbering 46. 
In 1874 the first three deacons were appointed-Messrs. W. H. 
Wooster, J. Funston and Ernest Hillbrick; Bro. Stephen Cheek, 
W. D. Little and R. G. Cameron being successive evangelists. In 
1886 a block of land was obtained from Mr. James Gibb on 
High Street and a brick building erected at a cost of £ 800 which 
with additions and improvements is the church which is in use 
to-day. One day during 1916 the Sunday School was built in one 
day which was a fine achievement and created much interest, as 
also was the ceremony of burning the Mortgage Deed when a 
benefactor to the Church was repaid a loan which he had advanced 
free of interest. 

Other preachers, not in strict chronological order, who have 
been associated with the Church of Christ are Messrs. McAllister, 
Moore, Judd, Prof. A. R. Main, F. and P. Pitman, J. Greenhill, 
H. S. Picton, Dr. A. J. Saunders, E. J. Waters, A. J. Bennett, 
L. Johnston and S. Neighbour, with college students rendering 
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service over various perio<ls until the present-day appointment of 
Mr. Denis Hughes. During the ministry of the Pitman Bros. the 
membership rose to 100 and increased to 125 during the ministry 
of Dr. A. J. Saunders when the Harward-Pitman Mission took 
place. Earliest adherents were Mr. and Mrs. Funston whose family 
association dates back for 90 years. Mr. N. E. Meyer and Mr. P. 
Aurisch, two of the church's earliest members, and now past their 
middle -S0's, still retain an activ·e interest in the church. 

The Methodist Church was opened in 1865 in a building in 
Wilson Street. The Methodists were not a strong body and the 
building was afterwards removed to Dandenong and the land was 
sold in 1946. 

BERWICK INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODDFELLOWS 
No. 126 

The lo<lge was opened on the 13th day of December, 1888, by 
the then Grand Master of the Order, Bro. Morcam, assisted by 
Grand Treasurer Bro. Cline, Grand Secretary Bro. Smith, and 
Past Grand Masters Bros. Batcheldor, Kidson, Wright an<l Stan
brook; 20 members were initiated at this meeting. 

The following were among the earliest members:-Batcheldor, 
J. Fritzlaff, 0. and E. Fritzlaff, J. Champion; J. R. Wilson, 
J. Lister, H. Collins, T. Mickle, J. Crean, J. Bain, A. Milne, 
A. Brown, Chigwidden, H. May, G. Paternoster, J. Warne, 
D. Cameron, Julius Hillbrich, Schmelle Bros., A. Nichol, etc. 

Branch officers appointed: N.G. (Noble Grand) P.G.M., Bro. 
Ilatcheldor; secretary, Bro. Brown; treasurer, Bro. J. Fritzlaff; 
doctors appointed, Dr. Elms, Dr. Lethbridge, Dr. James. 

Dr. Bennie's name also appears. 
The following are extracts from the Minutes of 1889:-"It was 

proposed by Bro. T. Mickle that the secretary convey the feelings 
of the lodge to the new doctor, M. Lethbridge, and inform him 
that he may come to the district independent of this lodge, and 
if he proves himself sufficiently qualified, to the satisfaction of 
this lodge, we will promise to give him our support." 

The following extract marks the difference between prices then 
and now;· it is in reference to a lodge smoke night. "Bro. Warne, 
nominated at previous meeting to carry out all arrangements in 
connection with the smoke night, presented a bill for £1/5/6, 
expenditure incurred. Passed from Contingent Fund." 

BERWICK RECREATION GROUND 

By an order-in-council dated 29th June, 1863, and gazetted on 
the 14th July of the same year, a site was set aside in the township 
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of Berwick for a cricket ground and other purposes of public 
recreation. This is the present ground adjoining Berwick cemetery 
and thus has served the Berwick public for some 96 years. Of 
recent years the late Cr. John Gardiner took a keen interest in 
the betterment of the grounds and oval, and was largely instru
mental in having excavating and grading work done. However, 
on Nov. 11, 1957, a very live committee was appointed with 
Cr. A. Funston, president; Mr. R. Edwards, hon. sec.; Mr. T. 
Warne, treasurer, and committee comprising Messrs. Gordon 
Langdon, T. Hocking, F. Smith, L. Sykes, H. Warren, G. West
away. 

Representatives for football: F. Fritzlaff, E. Owen; cricket: R. 
Savory, E. Maudsley; tennis: I. McDonald, J. Allen. 

A Queen Competition was held, Queens being Football, Miss E. 
Turner ( the winner who was crowned); Fire Brigade, Miss Mary 
Fritzlaff; Bowls, Miss Dorothy Richardson; Cricket, Miss Kath. 
Carr; Tennis, Miss Lorraine Allen. 

An amount of £1,033 was raised. Mr. R. Edwards gave technical 
skill and specifications for a new Pavilion which was erected 
complete with modern kitchen, hot water showers, electric light 
and floodlighting, giving Berwick a sports ground with amenities 
worth at least £4,500. 

The new pavilion was officially opened on March 21, 1959, 
when this committee organised a Sports Day followed by a Grand 
Ball in the evening. These functions cleared an additional £ 100. 

Cr. A. Funston, president of the Ground Committee, spoke, 
outlining what had been done during the last 15 months to make 
the opening possible. Mr. Ron. Chambers, engineer of the Berwick 
Shire, declared the building officiaily open after firstly compli
menting all who had done so much to give Berwick a sports 
pavilion equal to any. 

Miss Hanni Freiger, the Moomba Queen of 1959, cut the ribbon 
at the entrance, and invited the public to inspect the new building. 

The Berwick Red Cross was founded during the early period 
of the First World War, 1914-1918, the foundation members being 
Mrs. A. E. Thomas, Mrs. L. D. Beaumont, Mrs. W. W. Wilson, 
Mrs. J. Brown, Mrs. C. Griffiths, Mrs. J. B. Pearson, Mrs. Scott 
Sharp. Over the years the branch has remained very active. Since 
1943, Lt.-Col. 0. B. Williams, M.C., K.St.J., B.E., has been 
most prominent in the work of the branch which has benefited 
from his wide experience as past Commander-in-Charge S.E. 
Asia, Australian representative on the special Red Cross Commission 
formed by Lord Louis Mountbatten to administer Red Cross, and 
Staff Officer to the Chief Commissioner. He is also a holder of the 
Red Cross Service Meritorious Medal. 

In August, 1959, a tree-planting ceremony took place to com
memorate the Centenary Year of Red Cross. Presided over by the 
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President, Mrs. K. Dawson, of Upper Beaconsfield, and supported 
by the Immediate Past President, Mrs. J. Pearson, Mrs. S. A. 
Greaves, daughter of foundation member Mrs. Beaumont, was given 
the honour of planting the tree-a Liquid Amber-immediately 
opposite the Berwick Picture Theatre. 

In 1952, a namesake Town Overseas Broadcast took place 
between the Border Town of Berwick-on-Tweed, Northumberland, 
England, and Berwick, Victoria. 

Speakers for Berwick-on-Tweed were Miss Marshall, a school
teacher; Mr. McCreath, a merchant, and Mr. Reid, manager of the 
Berwick-on-Tweed Salmon Fisheries. Speakers for Berwick, Vic
toria, were Lady Sewell, Cr. C. F. Greaves and Mr. N. E. 
Beaumont. It was an interesting, descriptive discussion of the two 
towns, their activities and the bonds existing between them. 

The Melbourne Hunt Club has long favoured the Berwick and 
Cranbourne areas as a suitable and pleasant countryside to hunt 
over and of late years moved the kennels and stables to Cranbourne, 
the red European fox, introduced into Australia and present in 
the district, being the quarry of the chase. 

Following the publication of Mr. Nevil Shute's book "On The 
Beach," in 1957, and of its American and Canadian publication, 
where it was a best seller in the same year, two executives 
of Stanley Kramer Productions, the biggest independent Film 
Producing Company in the United States of America, came to 
Australia. Through the Victorian Promotion Committee, Mr. 
G. P. H. Wilson was approached to have the farm scenes, which 
directly concerned the contexture of the book, filmed on the Wilson 
House Farm. Mr. Wilson agreed, and Mr. Kramer was advised 
of the suitability of the farm for the purpose required. He later 
inspected it himself and was in accord with the advice given. 
Consequently in January, 1959, the farm scenes were shot on the 
Wilson House property. The photography occupied four days and 
comprised a personnel of two hundred and thirty, headed by Mr. 
Stanley Kramer, his assistant producers, directors, executives, the 
four top stars of the film, Miss Ava Gardner, Gregory Peck, Fred. 
Astaire and Tony Perkins, their stand-ins and understudies, also 
the well-known American actor, Lou. Vernon. A district resident 
who also took part in the film was Mr. John Royal, a well-known 
ABV2 television personality; technicians, sound effects men, dressers 
and work crew, completed the big number employed on the scenes. 

"On The Beach" has been described as a stirring, provocative 
story, the most imporcant and dramatic novel of the Atomic Age, 
in which the lives of a people who can foresee their own end 
await destruction by Nuclear Fall Out, is depicted. It is to be 
released in all capitals of the world, with its premiere in Melbourne. 

52 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

-
Signatures of the Producer and Principals of the cast 

"On the Beach" 

FRED AST AIRE 
TONY PERKINS 
STANLEY KRAMER (Producer) 
GREGORY PECK 
DONNA ANDERSON 
AVA GARDNER 
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Ir.at llr Jfl'nrgrt 
Many men of the Berwick district volunteered for 

active service in both World Wars. The stone obelisk 
at the western approach to Berwick commemorates 
those who paid the supreme sacrifice. 

WORLD WAR 1914-1918 
Bannon, J. J. 
Brown, M. R. 
Elmes, H. 0. 
Faragher, L. V. 
Hilliar, H. 
Hodgson, S. B. 
Lyall, E. R. 
Lyon, C.H. 
Manson, H. J. 
Meyer, A. J. 
Miller, A. H. 
Ogilvy, J. 
O'Sullivan, W. 
Polson, A. E. 
Rankine, W. C. 
Roberts, D. 
Sibert, F. J. 
Smith, C. J. 
Tetley, A. N. 
Warne, C. F. P. 

WORLD WAR 1939-1945 
Cowe, W. D. 
Dundas, W. 
Matthews, P. F. 
Nelson, J. H. 
Newnham, S. F. 
Von Bibra, K. C. 
Williams, A. H. 

For King and Country. 

Erected by the residents of Berwick in memory 
of th~ men who fell in the Great War 1914-1918, 

Great War 1939-1945. 
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BERWICK AND DISTRICT 

A. AND H. SOCIETY 

PORT PHILLIP FARMERS' SOCIETY, 1848 

N ostri Plena Laboris 

Extracts taken from records from the Melbourne Public Library: 

The Port Phillip Farmers' Society was founded in 1848. It 
consisted of the parent body and three branches-Mornington, 
Bacchus Marsh and Gisborne. Berwick Agricultural and Horticul
tural Society, formerly known as the Mornington Farmers' Society. 
The Centenary Show held in 1948 celebrated the anniversary of the 
foundation of the original agricultural society of the State-The 
Port Phillip Farmers' Society-of which it is the only surviving 
member, the combination being in existence one hundred and 
eleven years. This branch was individually inaugurated in 1856 
as the Mornington Farmers' Society. The district previous to this 
date was represented on the central body by Mr. Alexander Patter
son, of St. Germains. 

The president of the Port Phillip Farmers' Society at this time 
was the Hon. Donald Kennedy, M.L.C., who was also the repre
sentative for the Southern Province in the Legislative Council of 
Victoria. Vice-president was Captain A. Clarke, R.E.; secretary, 
Mr. Thos Skilling; and the offices were at W. Law and Co.'s seed 
warehouse, 82 Swanston Street, Melbourne. The aims and objects 
of the Port Phillip Farmers' Society were to encourage a spirit of 
emulation amongst agriculturalists and makers and importers of 
agricultural implements by offering prizes to be competed for 
annually; for the best samples of grain and other agricultural 
produce; for the best stock for agricultural, grazing and dairying 
purpose, and for the best agricultural implements, also by offering 
prizes to be competed for at annual ploughing matches, and for 
the encouragement of district farming societies. 

In the report for the year ending 1856-1857 reference is made to 
the ploughing matches:-

"The first of the season, viz., that at Dandenong, took place on 
the 17th April, and owing in a great measure to the judicious 
arrangements previously made by Mr. Alex. Patterson, was com
pletely successful. The number of ploughs competing amounted 
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to twelve, and considering the pnm1t1ve condition of agriculture 
in the district until very recently, this augurs well for the spirit 
with which the future matches will be supported. Indeed there 
is every reason to believe that there are sufficient materials in the 
district for a local exhibition of stock, etc., in another season." 

In 1856 the total value of money prizes, portraits of animals, 
gold and silver medals a warded has been £ 640 / 12 / 11. 

A sum of £2000 sterling was·gra,pted to the society, subsequently 
to the publication of the report, by\a grant voted by the Legislature. 

In 1858 £500 was donated by the Legislature in aid of the 
agricultural societies. The Port Phillip Farmers' Society also acted 
as a medium of advice to the Government on all matters concerning 
agricultural and pastoral matters. 

1858-1859 
The secretary's salary of the Port Phillip Farmers' Society was 

£350 a year sterling, the secretary being Mr. Arthur J. C. Skilling. 

EXTRACTS TAKEN FROM RECORDS FROM THE 

MITCHELL LIBRARY, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

The Port Phillip Farmers' Society's showgrounds were situated 
fronting the Sydney Road, adjoining the University. At the show 
held on 29th September, 1858, the only classes were for draught 
horse stock, hackneys, shoeing, and cattle classes embraced Short
horns, Herefords, Devons, Galloways and Polled Angus. Pairs of 
oxen were exhibited in their "harness." The breeds of dairy stock 
were unspecified. Sheep classes embraced Merino or Saxony and 
Southdowns, first and second awards in the latter class being 
awarded to Mr. T. R. Godfrey, possibly the earliest, or one of the 
earliest, exhibitors of Southdown sheep. 

Mr. Wm. Lyall was the winner in the Cotswold ram class and 
a big exhibitor in the sheep section. Swine breeds were unspecified. 

Section 21 was a class for lot of common rabbits. First prize: 
Mrs. A. Motherwell, iot rabbits, silver medal. Second prize: 
Mrs. C.- E. Bright, lot rabbits, honorary certificate. 

Section 22 was for a lot of fancy rabbits. First prize: Rosalie 
Whatmough, of the River Plenty. 

The plough section was classified as swing ploughs, wheel 
ploughs and subsoil plough and mowing machines, principal 
exhibitors being T. Robinson and James McEwan. Mr. Benjamin 
Adams was awarded special prize for a bundle of tezels grown 
for the first time in the Colony. 

The last show of the Port Phillip Farmers' Society was held in 
1867 but by this time the Mornington Farmers' Society had become 
well established to carry on its inheritance and long tradition, 
which it has maintained throughout the years, 
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THE MORNINGTON FARMERS' SOCIETY, 1856-1918 

The Mornington Farmers' Society was established in the follow
ing manner. At a meeting held at Bowman's Hotel on the 
Cardinia Creek in 1856 for the purpose of forming a District 
Roads Board, Mr. Alexander Patterson brought forward a proposal 
to form a District Pastoral and Agricultural Society as a branch of 
The Port Phillip Farmers' Society, of which he was the district 
member. The idea was heartily approved by the meeting and 
about twenty enrolled as members. Shortly afterwards, on 6th 
October, 1856, a meeting was held in Dandenong, when it was 
resolved that a society be established and named "The Mornington 
Farmers' Society" in accord with the title of the central society. 
It was further resolved that there should be a committee of nine 
members and the following were elected by ballot: Dr. James 
Smith Adams, Dr. James Bathe, Messrs. Abraham Gardiner, 
Isaac Keys, William Lyall, Alexander Patterson, Charles Rossiter, 
Thomas Walton and John Wedge. Mr. Patterson was elected 
secretary and treasurer. In the following year, 1857, the first show 
of the society was held at Cranbourne and was very successful. 

1857 
Mornington Ploughing Match 

Class 1.-Ploughing with horses: 1st (Gold Medal), Mr. A. 
Patterson; ploughman, Mr. John Gillie. 2nd (Silver Medal), 
Messrs. J. and P. Brisbane; ploughman, Mr. James Rutherford. 

Class 2.-Ploughing with bullocks: 1st (Gold Medal), Mr. John 
Mills; ploughman, self. 2nd (silver Medal), Mr. Charles Forrester; 
ploughman, self. Mr. James Buchanan's ploughing being highly 
commended. 

Best team of mares or geldings at work in the field: 1st (Silver 
Medal), awarded to Mr. Isaac Keys for a very superior pair of 
mares. 

Best team of bullocks: 1st (Silver Medal) to Messrs. J. and P. 
Brisbane. 

Representatives of the Berwick branch of The Port Phillip 
Farmers' Society were Mr. Alex. Patterson, St. Germains, Dande
nong, in 1857, and in the following year Dr. Jas. S. Adams, M.D., 
Cranbourne, and Mr. J. Brisbane, Berwick. 

The members of the Mornington branch, 1858-1860, were:
John Pilmer, Cranbourne; Edward Malloy, Cranbourne; James 
Buchanan, Berwick; Isaac Keys, Dandenong; Alex. Patterson, 
Cranbourne; William Lyall, Cranbourne; Thomas Walton, Berwick; 
Robert Ecclesfield, Berwick; Dr. James Adams, Cranbourne; John 
Brisbane, Berwick. 

The show was held at Cranbourne on the 29th and 30th of 
September, 1858. It is of interest to note that at this show a 
honorary certificate was awarded to E. F. Sichel and Co. for an 
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Angora goat imported by the exhibitors from Trebizonde, Asiatic 
Turkey, so that the inclusion of a goat section at our last show, 
194 7, was not by any means an innovation. 

Some of the successful exhibitors at the 1858 show were:-Cow, 
1st, Alexander Patterson; best cow or heifer, champion, Alexander 
Patterson; hay cart, Thomas Walton; Colonial entire horse, Isaac 
Keys; one-year colt or gelding, Charles Forrester; dairy utensils, 
cylindrical churn, R. Creighton; brewer's prize for best fiel<l of 
barley, 1858, 2nd prize to Mr. Cameron for five acres grown at 
Cranbourne. 

Mr. Alexander Patterson, of St. Germains, and Mr. Abraham 
Gardiner, of Melville Park, Berwick, were the Mornington Farmers' 
Society representatives on The Port Phillip Farmers' Society, an<l 
the following year Mr. Lyall and Mr. Gardiner were the repre
sentatives of that body. The central body resolved that the first 
prize wheat grown at Berwick near Dandenong had attracted so 
much attention that the Port Phillip Farmers' committee purchased 
sufficient quantity to be forwarded to the exhibitors of the principal 
societies of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The second annual ploughing match was held on the Rev. 
Alexander Duff's property at Cranbourne. Results were: Ploughing 
with horses: John Tait, ploughman to Mr. Creighton, 1st; 
Mr. Nicholas Fowler, ploughman to Mr. C. H. Rossiter, 2nd; 
Mr. George Woof, ploughman to Mr. Cameron, 3rd. 

Ploughing with bullocks, James Buchanan, plough held by 
himself, 1st; M. Duano, ploughman to Messrs. Brisbane, 2nd; 
Thomas Mitchell, ploughman to R. Patterson, 3rd. Best team of 
bullocks, silver medal: Mr. McLelland, 1st; James Buchanan, 2nd. 

On the 20th August, 1858, Thos. Rankin, John Kernan and 
Abraham Gardiner were appointed by the Port Phillip Farmers' 
Society to judge the best farm in the Colony of Victoria for 1858. 
The show sheep classes at this time were Merino or Saxony, an<l 
Cotswold breeds. 

In 1859 the Mornington Show was held on the 23rd February, 
the Bacchus Marsh branch 7th March, and Gisborne 14th March. 
The sheep classes were of interest, being for a pair of long-woolled 
rams, pair of long-woolled ewes, and a pair of long-woolled ewe 
or ram lambs, and similar classes for the short-woolled sheep. The 
only entries received were from Messrs. Lyall and Bakewell. 

For the best team of mares or geldings at work in the field 
first award went to Abraham Gardiner, second to Messrs. Creighton. 

For four bushels of wheat: 1st, Gold Medal, Messrs. R. and J. 
Buchanan; 2nd, Silver Medal, T. Sleith; 3rd, Hon. Certificate, 
Robert Patter:son. On the 30th March, 1859, at the Exhibition 
Building, Melbourne: 40 bushels of wheat, piece of plate valued 
at 20 sovereigns, Messrs. R. and J. Buchanan, 1st; W. Lawrence, 
Melbourne, 2nd. 
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At the ploughing match in 1859, held at Mr. Walton's farm, 
for ploughing with bullocks: James Buchanan's own team, 1st; 
Mr. Thomas Brown, ploughman to Mr. W. Stuart, 2nd; Mr. Jas. 
Milne, ploughing for Mr. A. Milne, 3rd. As Jas. Milne was under 
18 years of age he was awarded an extra prize. 

Best managed farm in 1859: 1st, R. and J. Buchanan, Berwick; 
2nd, Dr. Adams, Cranbourne. 

At the ploughing held on Mr. Creighton's New Farm at 
Cranbourne, 1860, with horses: 1st, £6, Alex. Milne; 2nd, £4, 
Thos. Miller; 3rd, £2, Thos. Wood, ploughman to Mr. Malloy. 

Ploughing with bullocks: 1st, £ 4, James Buchanan; 2nd, £2, 
A. Creighton. 

Team of horses: 1st, Messrs. Creighton; 2nd, Mr. Durling. 
Team of bullocks: 1st, Mr. Malcolm MacLelland. 
Wheel plough: Mr. Rossiter. Swing plough: Mr. Ecclesfield. 

Grubber or cultivator: Messrs. J. and P. Brisbane. Harrows: 
Mr. A. Patterson. Roller: Mr. Creighton. General purpose cart: 
Mr. Ecclesfield. Harness: Mr. R. Patterson. 

At the Show held at Cranbourne, 22nd February, 1860, the 
first prize gold medal for entire horse was won by Mr. I. Keys 
for Young Wallace, and the second prize silver medal to Mr. A. 
Patterson for Sprightly; third to Mr. Lecky for Thane of Fife. 

Gelding: 1st, Mr. Cameron; 2nd, Mr. Geo. Milne. 
One-year filly: 1st, Mr. Creighton; 2nd, Mr. Malloy. 
Italian ryegrass: 1st, Mr. James Wilson; 2nd,, Mr. Thos. Walton. 
Perennial ryegrass: 1st, R. and J. Buchanan; 2nd, A. Patterson. 
White clover: 1st, R. and J. Buchanan; 2nd, Thos. Walton. 
In the 1860 report The Mornington Branch Society's Exhibition, 

it was stated that, though not so large in numbers as on previous 
occasions, it exhibited marked evidence that attention had been 
directed to the improvement in the stock of the district. The 
same may be observed of the Gisborne Exhibition, whilst that of 
Bacchus Marsh was much superior to that of the preceding year. 

The society continued to make progress and later another show
ground was acquired at Berwick in Peel Street, which was later 
sold in 1892, at the time of the land boom, for £203. Shows were 
held alternately at Cranbourne and Berwick. The earlier residents 
were Mr. William Lyall, Mr. Alexander Patterson, Mr. James 
Buchanan, Mr. James Wilson, Mr. James Gibb, Mr. Alexander 
Creighton, Mr. James Lecky (junior). Well-known active members 
of the committee were Messrs. John Startup, Thomas Rossiter, 
Francis Barr, Robert Buchanan, Alexander Cameron, Edwin 
Greaves, James Brisbane and Anthony Ridgway. Mr. Alexander 
Patterson resigned the secretaryship after a few years and Mr. 
Edward John Tucker, of Cranbourne, was appointed in his stead. 
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In 1873 Mr. Tucker resigned and Mr. Thomas Patterson, son 
of Mr. Alexander Patterson, was elected hon. secretary and held 
office until 1880, when he was succeeded by Mr. William Tucker 
Duff. Mr. Alexander Patterson resigned as treasurer in 1882, 
when h~- was the recipient of a valuable testimonial and illuminated 
address signed by the president, Mr. James Lecky, junior. A little 
later a showground was acquired at Cranbourne Road, Narre 
Warren, 12 acres of land being purchased from Sir William Clarke 
at £ 10 per acre. It was here that the society received a setback, 
for the land boom bubble burst, and it had the distinction of being 
one of the very few agricultural societies to survive. Mr. Alexander 
Creighton was president at the time and a show was held in the 
year of the trouble. The site was deemed unsuitable and Sir William 
Clarke took back the land and generously refunded the money to 
the society. The Hon. James Buchanan then gave the society a 
99 years' lease of the present grounds at a nominal rental of £ 1 
a year. He had offered the society in 1894 the option of the 
purchase of an area of land at £15 per acre at the present position 
but this offer, which was optional for five years, was not accepted. 

About 1875 a ploughing match was held on James Buchanan's 
"Ardblair" farm. Ploughing with a pair of farm horses, Mr. Lotha 
Schmidt was the winner. 

The ploughing matches were gradually given up. The late 
Mr. Dan. Bourke was president when one of the last ploughing 
matches was held under the auspices of the society in Sir William 
Clarke's property. A very successful competitor in the ploughing 
matches was Mr. John George Wenn, who took ten first prizes in 
ploughing competitions and also eight other prizes, all in the 
district. 

The Jubilee Show of the Mornington Farmers' Society, as such .. 
was held at Berwick on 15th November, 1906, and was an 
immense success. Mr. William Wilson, junior, who at one time 
was an energetic hon. secretary, was president. Mr. William 
Irvine, then member for Flinders (later Sir William Irvine, Chief 
Justice and Lieutenant Governor of Victoria), opened the Jubilee 
Show. Mr. R. Clements was the secretary. 

The Diamond Jubilee Show was held ten years later, at which 
Mr. William Wilson, junior, was again president, and the show 
was a pronounced success, although somewhat marred in spirit by 
the Great War cloud which hung overhead; many of the younger 
generation were already absent. 

At this show recruiting was carried out for enlistment in the 
Australian Light Horse, A.I.F. The military paraded saddled but 
riderless horses, and volunteers for the Australian Light Horse 
were invited to mount and were afterwards sworn in to the A.I.F. 
A number of young men from the district volunteered for service 
at the Mornington Farmers' Diamond Jubilee Show. 
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PRESIDENTS AND SECRET ARIES OF THE 
MORNINGTON FARMERS' SOCIETY 

Presidents 
1856-1893 William Lyall 
1856-1893 Alexander Patterson 
1856-1893 James Buchanan 
l 856-1893 James Wilson 
1856-1893 James Gibb 
1856-1893 Alexander Creighton 
1856-1893 James Lecky, jnr. 

Secretaries 
1856-1873 Alex. Patterson 
1856-1873 Edward Tucker 
1880 Thomas Patterson 
1880 William Tucker Duff 

1892-1893 James Wilson, J.P. Augustus W. Rodd 
1893-1894 Robert Gibb, J.P. Augustus W. Rodd 
1894-1895 Daniel Bourke, J.P. Augustus W. Rodd 
1895-1896 William Wilson, jnr. Augustus W. Rodd 
1896-1897 William Wilson, inr. Augustus W. Rodd 
1897-1898 Alexander Cameron J. C. Hodgson 
1898-1899 Richard Grice J. C. Hodgson 
1899-1900 James Lecky, J.P. J. C. Hodgson 
1900-1901 William Wilson, jnr. A. Duff 
1901-1902 J. D. Patterson A. Duff 
1902-1903 William Wilson, jnr. J. C. Hodgson 
1903-1904 Richard Grice J. C. Hodgson 
1904-1905 J. B. Pearson J. C. Hodgson 
1905-1906 J. B. Pearson R. Clements 
1906-1907 William Wilson, jnr. R. Clements (Jubilee) 
1907-1908 R. Gibb R. Clements 
1908-1909 J. B. Wilson R. Clements 
1909-1910 J. B. Wilson Don Bain 
1910-1911 L. D. Beaumont J. J. Ahern 
1911-1912 L. D. Beaumont J. J. Ahern 
1912-1913 A. Greenwood A. E. Thomas 
1913-1914 A. Greenwood A. E. Thomas 
1914-1915 A. Greenwood A. E. Thomas (No Show) 
1915-1916 James Lecky A. E. Thomas 
1916-1917 W. G. a'Beckett A. E. Thomas (Diam. Jub.) 
1917-1918 William Wilson, jnr. A. E. Thomas 

The society at this date became known as the Berwick and 
District A. and H. Society. 

PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES, BERWICK AND 
DISTRICT A. AND H. SOCIETY 

1918-1919 L. D. Beaumont 
1919-1920 A. B. Pearson 
1920-1921 A. E. Stevens 
1921-1922 E. C. Henry 
1922-1923 F. C. Curtis 

A. E. Thomas 
E. E. Gardiner 
E. E. Gardiner 
E. E. Gardiner 
E. E. Gardiner 
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1923-1924 W. Hill E. E. Gardiner 
1924-1925 Wm. Gamble E. E. Gardiner 
1925-1926 S. A. Greaves E. E. Gardiner 
1926-1927 S. A. Greaves J. T. Chapple 
1927-1928 F. C. Curtis J. T. Chapple 
1928-1929 N. E. Beaumont J. T. Chapple 
1929-1930 D. N. McBride J. T. Chapple 
1930-1931 D. N. McBride J. T. Chapple 
1931-1932 David Boyd J. T. Chapple 
1932-1933 E. E. Gardiner J. T. Chapple 
1933-1934 C. F. Greaves J. T. Chapple 
1934-1935 C. F. Greaves and J. T. Chapple 

D. N. McBride 
1935-1936 C. F. Greaves J. T. Chapple 
1936-1937 J. F. Patterson J. T. Chapple 
1937-1938 C. F. Rae J. T. Chapple 
1937-1939 C. F. Rae J. T. Chapple 
1939-1940 G. P.H. Wilson J. T. Chapple 
1940-1941 J. F. Sturken J. T. Chapple 
1941-1942 J. W. Richards J. T. Chapple 
1942-1943 J. W. Richards J. T. Chapple 
1943-1944 J. W. Richards J. T. Chapple 
1944-1945 J. W. Richards R. C. Kemp 
1945-1946 E. C. Henry R. C. Kemp 
1946-1947 A. G. Robinson R. C. Kemp 
1947-1948 A. G. Robinson R. C. Kemp 
1948-1949 J. C. Lloyd R. C. Kemp (Officially opened 

by Lady Herring) 
1949-1950 G. P. H. Wilson R. C. Kemp (Postponed) 
1950-1951 G. P. H. Wilson R. C. Kemp (Mr. Louis Monod) 
1951-1952 C. A. Harris R. C. Kemp (Sir George Knox) 
1952-1953 A.G. Poole R. C. Kemp (Abandoned) 
1953-1954 A.G. Poole R. C. Kemp ( Right Hon. R. G. 

Casey, P.C.) 
1954-1955 J. S. Thewlis R. C. Kemp (Sir Dallas Brooks) 

(In view of the weather, 
advised not to attend) 

1955-1956 J. S. Thewlis W. Triplett (Sir Wm. Leggett) 
1956-1957 R.H. Moran G. A. Nobbs (Cr. Peter Ronald) 
1957-1958 V. S. Wood C. E. Tustain (His Excellency 

The Governor-General, 
Sir William Slim) 

1958-1959 J. B. Davison R. J. Spain (His Honour, 
Judge Mitchell) 

1959-1960 C. Purton R. J. Spain 

Mr. A. C. Wilson, son of Mr. Thos. Wilson, of Brighton, has 
been for many years the honorary veterinary surgeon of the society. 
Also for many years Mr. Twyford of Clyde was hon. auditor. 
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LIFE MEMBERS OF BERWICK AND DISTRICT 

A. AND H. SOCIETY 

Honorary Life 
H.R.H. Duke of 

Gloucester 
Lord Somers 
Sir Charles Merrett 
James Lecky 
J. D. Patterson 
T. A. Twyford 
L. D. Beaumont 
W. Wilson 

Members 
Edwin Greaves 
Mrs. W. Wilson 
Alex. Miller 
Miss Ada Armytage 
William Gamble 
Frank Richardson 
John Bell 
Mrs. B. E. Andrews 
J. T. Chapple 

In 1954 further Life Memberships were conferred, recipients 
being:- · 

N. E. Beaumont C. F. Greaves E. C. Henry 
In 1957, C. F. Rae, Vet.-Sur. A. C. Wilson. 

A unique distinction was that of L. D. Beaumont and N. E. 
Beaumont, father and son, were contemporary Hon. Life Members 
of the Berwick A. and H. Society. 

Financial Life Members 
L. C. Grimwade E. N. Grimwade 

The Life Member's Badge is carried out in the colours blue 
and white, the recognised colours of Berwick and for many years 
also its football colours. 

Mrs. William Wilson, junior, like her father, the Hon . .James 
Buchanan, made available the use of the showgrounds for the 
nominal rental of £ I per year which she handed back to the 
society. Likewise her daughter, the late Mr. J. F. Sturken, carried 
on the tradition and interest of her forebears, also donating the 
Sturken Cup. Mrs. Sturken was also keenly interested in, and 
was president of, the Berwick Red Cross. Her daughter, Mrs. Keith 
Andrews, now carries on this family tradition. 

Many notable men have either opened the Berwick Show or been 
associated with the Berwick A. and H. Society, including His 
Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester, His Excellency Lord 
Brassey, Sir William Clarke, Lord Somers, Lord Bruce, Sir William 
Irvine, Sir Charles Mer;rett, Hon. J. V. Fairbairn, Lord Hunting
field, Hon. J. Lyons, Dame Enid Lyons, the Rt. Hon. R. G. Casey 
Sir George Knox, His Excellency The Governor-General, Sir Wm. 
Slim, and His Honour Judge Mitchell. 

On the occasion of H.R.H. The ,Duke of Gloucester's first visit 
to Australia, he visited Berwick and the reception was held in the 
small paddock on the north side of the Berwick railway station. 
Unfortunately the weather previously had been very wet and it 
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was not possible to use the showgrounds, as the ground was very 
sodden; however, the reception was very successful. Cr. D. Kinsella, 
president of the Shire, and Cr. D. N. McBride, president of the 
Berwick Agricultural Society, were the official representatives of 
the two bodies, and there was a large attendance of visitors. 
Gloucester Avenue was so named in honour of the Duke's visit. 
The Duke, accompanied by the Duchess of Gloucester, during his 
term as Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
again, but privately, visited Berwick. 

The first show on the present showgrounds was held in 1896. 
In 1908 it was decided to hold all shows "at Berwick instead of 
alternatively between Cranbourne and Berwick, which had been 
done to this date. The last show held at Cranbourne was in 1907. 

In 1951 as it was realised that there were not many more years 
of their 99 years lease to run, a move was made by the Berwick 
and District Agricultural and Horticultural Society to acquire an 
area of land that would suit their future needs and ensure the 
continuance of the Show after the expiry date of the present 
grounds on the Clyde Road. Here Mrs. Keith Andrews had made 
available to the Society an additional area of ground adjoining 
the present Showgrounds as the 8 acres under the original 99 years 
lease had of late years proved insufficient as the Annual Show had 
outgrown the accommodation of the existing ground. This pro
vision was made for the Centenary Show of 1948 of which Mr. 
John Lloyd was president. Bearing this in mind the Society sought 
a larger area for the proposed new grounds. So it was that the 
Society was fortunate in securing some 15 acres of the Berwick 
Pound paddock from the Lands Department with the support of 
the Berwick Shire Council, a picturesquely situated area with a 
tree-lined frontage to the Cardinia Creek, and bounded by the 
Prince's Highway and Cardinia Street, to be known as "Akoonah" 
Park, being the aboriginal name for "Running Waters." The 
grounds were constituted to serve a dual purpose as Showgrounds 
and a public recreation ground. A Committee of Management was 
appointed to operate for terms of three-year periods. The first 
appointments at its inauguration were Cr. C. T. Greaves (Berwick 
Riding). 

Cr. C. Harris (Beaconsfield Riding), representing the Berwick 
Shire Council. 

Mr. John Lloyd and Mr. Alexander McNabb, representing the 
public. 

Mr. N. E. Beaumont, Mr. Alfred Poole and Mr. George P. H. 
Wilson, representing the Agricultural Society. Mr. John Lloyd was 
appointed president and Mr. N. E. Beaumont honorary secretary. 
A long-term developmental project was put in hand of under
ground draining, grading and tree planting. 

An interesting circumstance of the new grounds is the fact that 
they are situated within earshot of where the Society had its birth, 
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immediately across the creek in 1856 at Bowman's Inn, where 
the first meeting was held, and the Society then known as the 
Mornington Farmers' Society was first established. Thus history 
has moved almost full circle in the intervening years as the Show
grounds have been centred at various different locations round about 
the district but will return to the immediate proximity of its origin. 

It is of interest and worthy of note that the Berwick district 
produced the Ayrshire bull, Lord Beaconsfield, the foundation bull 
from which, crossed with Shorthorn cows, the now famous Illa
warra breed of cattle originated. 

Lord Beaconsfield was calved in 1877. Sire, Samson; dam, Scotty, 
by Ayrshire Lad; granddam, Minnie, by The Bruce. 

Scotty was bred by the Hon. James Buchanan and was purchased 
at his sale in 1877 by his brother, Robert Buchanan, of "Burnbank," 
Berwick, when she was a two-year heifer, and she was carrying 
the bull, Lord Beaconsfield, when purchased. Mr. Lindsay, of 
Illawarra, N.S.W., later purchased Lord Beaconsfield and two 
Ayrshire: heifers from Mr. Robert Buchanan in June, 1879. The 
late Mr. Andrew Buchanan, of "Gleneira," Flinders, and the late 
Mr. George Lindsay Wilson, of Berwick, drove the cattle to the 
late Mr. Thomas Wilson, of Brighton, to await shipment. They 
were finally shipped from Melbourne to Sydney by the steamer 
"Leura." Scotty was considered the best Ayrshire in Victoria. 
The famous Pet was Scotty's next calf. Pet was never beaten in a 
show ring and was champion Ayrshire female in 1883 and 1885 
at the Royal Melbourne Show. 

The badge of the Berwick and District Agricultural and Horti
cultural Society is taken from the design of the medal originally 
struck by the Port Phillip Farmers' Society. The motto, Nostri 
Plena Laboris (Our Full Labour), was also the motto of the 
parent body. 

The Berwick A. and H. Society carried with it the good wishes 
and congratulations received from The Midlands Agricultural 
Association of Campbelltown, Tasmania, established in 1838, the 
oldest agricultural association in the Commonwealth of Australia 
and which precedes the Royal Agricultural Society of England 
by one year. 

The Berwick A. and H. Society has an outstanding record of 
members who were and are favourably known as judges of all 
classes of livestock throughout the State and also interstate. Many 
studs have been established in the district of cattle, sheep, horses, 
pigs and goats. Over a period of many years imports have been 
made from overseas as follow:-

James and G. L. Wilson: Ayrshire cattle, Hampshire sheep, 
United Kingdom; L. D. Beaumont: Suffolk Punch horse, South
down and Shropshire sheep, England and Tasmania. Vet. Surgeon 
Rudduck: Guernsey cattle, Guernsey C.I. Flack & Gamble: Friesian 
cattle and Duroc-Jersey pigs, U.S.A. Dr. S. V. Sewell: Guernsey 
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HARKAWAY-INTRODUCTION 

Some months ago, when asked by Mr. Beaumont if I would 
compile a history of the settlement of Harkaway, I was pleased to 
accede for I realised that when our generation had passed on, 
practically all chances of making a record of our pioneers would be 
gone for ever. 

My ardour was somewhat chilled when I found the amount of 
research necessary to build a story accurate in dates and detail, but 
after hours of searching and questioning I have amassed an amount 
of data which I trust may be at least interesting. 

I gratefully acknowledge the information given to me by my 
uncle, Mr. E. J. Halleur, Mrs. James Nichol, Mrs. I. Wanke and 
her son Herman, Mr. N. Myer, Mr. F. E. Wanke, Clerk of the 
Legislative Assembly, who obtained much useful information 
from old papers in the Lands Department, and Mr. Henry Weist 
and Mrs. W angenhiem. Much other detail of our early settlers 
was gleaned from "Victoria and Its Metropolis," 1888 (Sutherland}, 
and from birth and marriage certificates readily made available to 
me by those in whose possession they now rest. 

J. F. Curran, Berwick, July, 1948. 
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EARLY HISTORY OF HARKA WAY 
Compiled by Jas. F. Curran 

This rural district three miles north of Berwick was quite 
possibly settled while Berwick was the cattle run of Terence 
O'Connor and Captain Gardiner. There is documentary evidence 
of Gottlob Scholtz having settled there during 1844-1845. Working 
backwards and calculating from the ages of his children and 
known events, it seems that John Martin Friedrich Fritzlaff first 
came there about 1845. It is difficult to be precise with theses dates 
because these people were there before any land sales and therefore 
no records were available. 

The reason for this early settlement of the trackless, densely 
wooded, hilly country would appear to be the fact that the more 
open lower-lying lands were already held on lease by the early 
squatters. Possibly they acted as caretakers on the eastern boun
daries of John Howden, the Rev. James Clow, Dr. McCrae, or 
one of the early settlers of Dandenong. 

Before about 1860 the district bore the general name of Cardinia 
Creek or Berwick. Both names are used on old official documents, 
court records, etc. There is some doubt about the origin of the 
name Harkaway. Several reasonable theories have been propounded. 
"Harkaway" was the name of a racehorse famous on the English 
turf in the middle J830's. Another reason for the name is advanced 
in a story that the word was a relic of the call to the dogs as the 
shepherds urged them to shift sheep from the densely wooded hills. 
"Zion's Hill" was a name suggested about 1860 by one group of 
settlers but this did not appeal to others and fell into disuse. 

The elevated position of Harkaway makes it the geographical 
watershed between the Port Phillip and Westernport basins. The 
division of the waters follows the ridge, Spencer's, Hogan-Taylor's, 
Dr. Mackay's, Boys' Home, Wilson's and Beaumont's Hills. Rain 
falling on the easterly slopes makes its way to Westernport Bay, 
on the west, to Port Phillip Bay. 

Those who came to settle this land needed to be adventurous 
souls, for to reach it meant a six months' voyage by sailing ship. 
The route most generally taken took them across the Atlantic to 
Rio de Janeiro, thence back again to the Cape and through the 
Southern Ocean to Australia. Early shipowners supplied transport 
and a limited 'amount of fresh water only, the migrants having 
to supply their own food and bedding. In some ships, cabins were 
separated by a mere canvas partition. As trade with the Colonies 
increased, competition forced shipping companies to become more 
generous. 

With the production of wool, back cargoes were loaded of wool 
and tallow and the sailing vessels advertised fast passages to 
London,. carrying wool at a freight charge of one penny per pound. 

The aboriginal population of the Bunnurong tribe was neither 
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large nor permanent; the game and water supply were not so 
abundant as on the flats and the undergrowth rather hampered 
easy movement and hunting. Those seen after the white settlement 
were merely nomadic visitors. The late Mrs. James Nicol, 
daughter of J. M. F. Fritzlaff, who died in 1949 in Harkaway at 
the age of 94, could recall having seen gins, one of whom carried 
a piccaninny in a bark coolamon on her back. They wished to 
show the black baby to the pale-faced children, who were too 
afraid to take more than a guarded look through the window 
from an elevated spot on the couch. Mrs. Fritzlaff always treated 
her dusky visitors to a billy of sweet tea which they always seemed 
to appreciate. Mrs. R. E. Halleur, when alive, could recount how 
an aborigine came to her home with a· container full of wood
grubs and to the best of his ability gave her to understand that he 
wished to exchange them for a pot of jam, to which request, for 

. peace sake, she readily acceded. As a toddler, the late Miss W. 
Halleur was rescued from over-attentive natives whq were feeding 
her on crushed wood-grubs. As the white population increased, 
these original inhabitants soon departed. Most had gone by the 
middle sixties. The last corroborees were celebrated about 1858. 
One was on a Sunday night while a church service was being 
held in a house somewhere in the vicinity of the site of tl-ie 
Lutheran Church which was erected later. This clash of rituals 
was a little disturbing to the whites. About the same time the 
final corroborees were performed in a depression still existing 
between the sites of the homes of Messrs. John Milne and Edward 
Halleur and near the bend of the Harkaway Road on the rise in 
the Boys' Home property. Mr. Fred. Fritzlaff, of Berwick, has a 
stone axe-head found years later near this site. 

ORIGINAL SETTLERS 

Appended is a list of early settlers, not necessarily m chrono
logical order. 

Gottlob Scholtz arrived in South Australia with his wife Eleanore 
in 1838. After a brief stay of two years at a settlement near 
Adelaide, he moved to the newly established Port Phillip district 
and thence to Harkaway. Why he ventured into these trackless 
wilds cannot now be stated with certainty. He built a home a 
few chains north of the Try -Boys' Home on the rise where the 
remnants of his orchard, a few ancient cherry-plum trees, are 
growing. Nearby is a small waterhole which is all that is left of 
the hole dug to hold the domestic water supply. Summer provided 
water-supply problems and in the very early days water was drawn 
from the brackish streams in the gullies, but it did not take 
these industrious people long to discover several springs of more 
palatable water. Gottlob Scholtz was the coachman to Fellenberg, 
of Leutmannsdorff, Silesia, Prussia. Fellenberg was married to 
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a daughter of Dr. Froebel, one of the pioneers of modern education. 
His daughter, Eleanore, must have had some infatuation for the 
coachman for she eloped with young Scholtz to become one of our 
pioneers. Some years later, when their family had grown up, the 
Scholt's removed to Bayswa:ter. 

John Martin Friedrich Fritzlaff ( 1825-1900) seems to have first 
appeared in Harkaway about 1845, although he did not own land 
there till he and Wilhelm Weise bought the land now owned by 
Mr. Brian Hogan-Taylor, that adjoining the Harkaway Hall and 
the farm of Mr. McKenzie, at the Government sale of Crown Lands 
on 12th December, 1855. 

It is known that he left Harkaway to seek his fortune in the 
"rushes" to the gold fields in the early 'fifties. Here he was one 
of the lucky ones and accumulated gold enough to buy the 
Harkaway farm. It is believed Weise was a compatriot he met 
on the gold fields. 

By profession Fritzlaff was a sea captain and was a man of great 
physical strength. He once bit the barb from a fish-hook to allow 
its extraction from the hand of the late (then a boy) Carl Aurisch 
who afterwards became· a teacher in the Victorian Education 
Department. 

As settlement increased he established the first post office and 
store at his home on the site of Dr. Mackay's house. He carried 
the mail on horse-back to connect with Cobb and Co. at Berwick. 
Later, in 1865, Adolphe Wanke, father of Mrs. Wilkin, of Berwick, 
carried out this work. 

In infant Harkaway horses were unknown and manpower was 
the only power. FritzlaH is known to have carried on his back 
on various occasions a bag of flour from Berwick to Harkaway 
and over the two hills route too! Stumps of convenient height 
served as resting posts for these human pack-horses. Later, with 
the advant of the horse, he carried goods to and from Melbourne 
in a waggon. He was a crack shot with either pistol or rifle. His 
wife Johanna lived from 1825 to 1917. The late John, Otto,· 
Emmanuel and Carl, all respected Berwick citizens, were his sons. 

Wilhelm Weise was Fritzlafi's partner in land buying. His 
home w_as on the site opposite the school now occupied by 
Mr. Mackenzie. Weise was the early carpenter and builder. At 
first his housekeeper was his sister Sophie. On Sundays he taught 
Sunday school in the Lutheran Church. 

Joseph WalsdorH, of Erbach, Bingan, Nassau, Germany, was 
among the very early settlers, presumably arriving about the same 
time as FritzlaH. He lived on-the gully at the back of Harkaway 
in a house in more recent years occupied by the Drummond family. 

Gustav Koenig (1817-1887) lived on the late Sir Sydney Sewell's 
site. The house sites are identical. His wife Henrietta died in 1863, 
aged 37. King's Road, Harkaway, was at one time Koenig's Road; 
"Koenig": being the German, for "King." Like most of the others, 

70 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

he carried on dairying and general farming and _·was a cheese 
maker.- King's Road was at one time known locally as "Lovers' 
Walk," probably because it was the way back from the only civic 
centre, the Lutheran Church, and not a little courting was carried 
on during that stroll. 

Henry Bruhn was a native of Schleswig Holstein, Germany, 
and, while there was farming, but later learned the sugar refining 
trade. As a junior officer in the German Army, Bruhn appeared 
at a dress rehearsal for an important function, with the palms of 
his gloves, which should have been immaculately white, stained 
with the reins of his charger. A senior officer slapped his face and 
Bruhn retaliated. In those days particularly such an offence was 
unpardonable. So he promptly banished himself to Australia. 
Coming to Melbourne in 1854 he spent a year at carpentering 
and a further year at the Bendigo diggings. From Bendigo he 
journeyed to Harkaway in 1856, where he bought 120 acres of 
land on the rear portion of what is now Lady Sydney Sewell's 
property. All that now remains of that home site is a poplar 
tree in the centre of a ploughed patch. After fire had destroyed 
this house he moved a quarter mile nearer Harkaway and built 
on a ·hill-top a little above and opposite where Mr. Joe Tailford 
once lived. Some idea of the density of forest growth may be 
gauged from the fact that while on a walk with his gun he 
became hopelessly bushed. His common sense told him that if he 
kept on in a westerly direction he must arrive at one of the earlier 
settled regions. After walking for hours through bush a rooster 
crowed and he headed in that direction. There he came across 
two small bark shanties in the scrub. Where? OAKLEIGH. Just 
imagine the changes in a century. 

Mr. A. Thomas, of Beaconsfield, is a grandson. In his later 
years Bruhn lived in Berwick. 

Metzenthein, a German who had previously em'ig"rated to 
Tanunda, South Australia, li'ved east of Bruhn's, right on the 
banks of the Cardinia Creek. Scraps of food could be thrown from 
the kitchen window into the creek and almost shoals of fish came 
to consume it. How different from to-day! This family later 
moved further into Gippsland to Briagolong, many years ago. A 
few struggling quince and other fruit trees are all that remain as 
a monument to this early pioneer. 

Ward. On the hill-top opposite Bruhn lived a Ward family of 
whom little can be discovered. It is known, however, that pri01 
to their residence in Harkaway a small child of theirs was stolen 
by the blacks. 

Henry Edebohls (1826,1904), of Depstedt, Hanover, Germany, 
came here as a young man in the early 'fifties. He married 
Christina, daughter of another settler, Walsdorff, on 28th Novem
ber, 1854, and lived on the corner diagonally opposite the present 
residence of Mr. John Dean. He combined road contracting and 
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bridge-building with his farming interests. The bridge, of ~vhich 
very little now remains, on the back road from Harkaway\ to 
Upper Beaconsfield was built by him. His daughter, Mrs. Wangen
heim, still lives at South Belgrave, and a son, the late Joseph, lived 
in Narre Warren East. Les. Edebohls, of Berwick, is a grandson. 

Gottfried Tschirner (1805-1887) occupied the property held 
later by Miss Lyons, known as Rowallan, then by the late K. 
Von Bibra, now in the ownership of Mr. A. W. Mammen. 

Tschirner's daughter, Rosina, who died in 1906, married J. F. 
Wilhelm Aurisch. 

J. F. Wilhelm Aurisch (1826-1911) owned all the rear portions 
of what were the properties of Messrs. Krookos and Noacks, now 
in the ownership of Messrs. J. Lewien, C. W. Pike and R. Royce. 
One of Mr. Aurisch's daughters became Mrs. Immanuel Wanke, of 
"Hilkroft," Narre Warren. After the death of his first wife, 
Wilhelm Aurisch married Ernestine Maria Christensen (1833-1883). 
Mr. Paul Aurisch, of Narre Warren North, and Mrs. Munday 
are a son and daughter of this pioneer. 

John Jacob Meyer, of Basie, Switzerland, married Miss Schwartz, 
a member of the family of the firm of Stahl and Schwartz, silk 
manufacturers and merchants. Meyer was an employee of this 
firm and resigned about 1850 to go to Australia. They sailed from 
Hamburg about 1852 in the sailing ship "Fida! Ross" via the 
Cape of Good Hope. The journey occupied over eighteen weeks. 
The eldest son, Benjamin, had been educated at the Academy of 
Hofyl in Switzerland. This was an experimental school established 
by Fellenberg, father of Mrs. Gottlob Scholtz, mentioned earlier. 
Fellenberg was one of the founders of modern education and 
interestingly enough, my great-great-grandfather. Members of the 
family were Edward, Jacob, Jonathan, Paul, James, Nathaniel, and 
the youngest, a daughter, Sabina, who at the death of her mother 
was adopted by Mr. Brahe, Consul for Switzerland. He carried 
letters of introduction to Governor La Trobe but never presented 
them. They settled at Hawthorn for a time where some of them 
worked on the tobacco plantation at Nunawading. On moving to 
Harkaway, a son, Benjamin, went into the building trade. Sawn 
timber was unprocurable locally so he established sawpits. Depres
sions in the soil on many of the Harkaway hillsides mark the 
places of these pits. He built over a hundred houses. Later he 
married Augusta Metzenthein. His children-Benjamin, Albert, 
Emily and Nathaniel-are well known in Berwick. Another son, 
Jacob, had the unique gift of being able to play a tune cornetwise 
on a gun barrel. In those days of scarcity of timepieces, he was 
also able to accurately tell the time by observing the shadow of a 
stick held vertically on the ground. The early houses were built 
of slabs, palings, sheets of bark and wattle and daub. 

Sawing timber by the pit method necessitated the digging of a 
pit some ten feet long and six feet wide. The log to be sawn was 
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placed across this pit and cut into timber with a curved crosscut 
saw by two workmen, one working in the pit sawing upwards 
and the other sawing down. 

The descendants of Ernst Gottlob Wanke (1823-1897) occupied 
the farm bought by him at the first land sale on 29th March, 1853, 
till nigh on a century later. He was a medical student who required 
to complete one term of his practical work to gain his degree. 
As a ship's surgeon he arrived in Melbourne but deserted for the 
Castlemaine gold fields in 1851. Missing a fortune by a few inches 
-his fireplace later proved to be over a "jeweller's ship"-he 
returned to Melbourne and after a period of hairdressing bought 
the present "Hillcroft" at Government auction. His first view of 
his land was obtained when he came with a fellow buyer, Crowley, 
to seek the survey pegs in the scrub. Crowley soon departed, while 
he remained to become the forebear of Herman and the present 
Wanke family who are his grandchildren. His son was the late 
Immanuel Wanke (1856-1934). His medical knowledge was of 
great value to those remote settlers and Dr. Wanke lives in honor
able memory of all those who knew him. 

Johann Gottlieb Wanke (1814-1889). Dr. Wanke was appar
ently well pleased with the land of his adoption, for he wrote 
to his brother, Johann Gottlieb, and induced him to come here 
with his two sons and four daughters. They set up house on the 
present site of Mr. D. T. Griffiths. His son Charles married school
master Hessell's daughter and bought Steer's land (now Milne's) in 
1870. Gottlieb is the grandfather of Carl, Harry, Fred, Mary, 
Annie, John. Fred was, till his retirement, Clerk of Victorian 
Parliaments. Louis Linsing married one of his daughters and lived 
on Mackey's Hill. He later sold to a blacksmith, Stone, who came 
from Collingwood. Schoolmaster Hessell married one daughter 
and Dubberke another. Erdmann was another son-in-law. 

Johann Gottlob Aurisch (1817-1898) arrived here about 1854. 
Together with J. F. Wilhelm Aurisch, he drew lots with 
Dr. Wanke for the division into three of the 640 acres bought by 
him in 1853. Each desired to draw a certain portion and each 
drew the land of his choice. Johann Gottlob had the hill portion 
which is now "Bayview Farm," the home of his son, Sam. 
Dr. Wanke later bought Wilhelm Aurisch's share. 

Peter Erdmann (1827-1872) married Caroline, daughter 0£ 
Johann Gittlieb Wanke. He came from the Island of Fumen 
about 1853. Fumen was then a Danish possession. He had a 
home a few yards west of the house now occupied by Mr. Inch. 
He also worked portion of the present Lewien farm and the 
land where now lives Harry Ackland in Narre Warren North. 

Hermann Weist arrived some years later and for a period lived 
on a block of land known as Durling's near the Harkaway 
cemetery. He was a native of Buchwald, Germany. After marry
ing Erdmann's daughter he moved to about four miles from 
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Dandenong where he lived on the Dandenong Creek till later 
years, when he moved into Dandenong. Descendants live in 
Corinella and Dandenong. 

August Bolduan was another later arrival whose wife and 
children came to Australia after he had established himself here. 
He worked at miscellaneous jobs, including brickmaking and 
roadmaking with "German Brown." At another time he grew 
oats which he cut into chaff by means of a hand chaffcutter for 
sale to local farmers. His son Bernard married Emily, daughter 
of R. E. Halleur. 

Gustav Warmbrunn lived for a period round the sixties where 
now stands Mr. J. Lane's home near the school. His son Gustav 
lived in Berwick for many years and his grandson Gustav is now 
a postmaster in the suburbs. There are also numerous other 
descendants. With him lived his father who emigrated as a 
middle-aged man. 

Lotha Schmidt lived south along the gully below Walsdorf 
where later lived Mr. Creed, in what is now Mr. D. K. Murdoch's 
"Glen-dhu" property. He coupled a vineyard and a winery with his 
general farming. Evidence of his winery may still be seen in the 
small wine bottles at times ploughed up near where he had a 
cellar dug in the side of the gully. His wine appears to have 
been of more than usually good quality because he won a medal 
in the wine section of the Paris International Exhibition of 1876. 
For some time an artist, Mr. Ford Patterson, lived on this property. 
Whilst there he painted on the stable door a stockman which was 
a very fine piece of work. What became of it is not known. 
Mr. Patterson was a brother of Mrs. Geordie Brown, of the 
Berwick Border Store. Her son represented Australia as a hurdler 
in the Olympic Games. After her husband's death Mrs. Brown 
married James Gibbb, M.H.R. Lotha Schmidt finally went to 
the Powlett River (Wonthaggi). 

William A. C. a'Beckett, J.P., bought the "Grange" property 
Harkaway, in 1862 and built the home in 1866, the bricks being 
made and the timber cut on the property. He was the eldest son 
of Sir William a'Beckett. Although born in London, Sir William 
was representative of a family settled in Lavington, Wilts., England, 
since the 13th century. Cr. W. A. C. a'Beckett's wife, Emma Mills, 
born in January, 1838, was said to be the first white girl child 
born in Melbourne. Sir William arrived in Sydney where he was 
Solicitor-General in 1841 and later a Supreme Court Judge of 
New South Wales. He then transferred to Melbourne and took his 
appointment as the first Chief Justice of Victoria in 1846. He died 
in 1869 some seven years after his son bought the Harkaway 
property, to which he added by the purchase of portion of Carl 
Aurisch's property. His family comprised Cr. W. G. a'Beckett, 
J.P.; Major Arthur a'Beckett 'of Bunyip, Mrs. Brett, Mrs. C. 
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Chamley, Mrs. T. Backhouse, Mrs. Arthur Boyd. Mr. William 
and Mr. Richard a'Beckett, Mr. Penleigh Boyd (artist), Mr. Martin 
Boyd (author) and Mr. Merrie Boyd, the first man to create truly 
Australian pottery, are grandsons. 

Mr. Merrie Boyd first fashioned pottery of clay obtained at "The 
Grange" while in his early youth. A coloured glass inset over the 
front door entrance at "The Grange" property carries the coat of 
arms of the family. Mr. W. G. a'Beckett, a Justice of the Peace 
and shire councillor, was a leading figure in public life. In this 
he was ably assisted by his wife, formerly Miss Gertrude Walstab 
of Brighton. For many years they resided at "The Grange" where 
they brought up their family of two sons and two daughters. 

Rudolph Ernst Edward von Halleur (1826-1912) came to 
Australia as a sailmaker in the "Dagger Bank" in 1852. He 
deserted from Sandridge to the Bendigo gold fields. A meeting 
with W. A. C. a'Beckett brought him to Harkaway where on the 
4th June, 1858, he married Johanna Christina, daughter of Gottlieb 
Scholtz. He bought from Mr. Francis Farr the land now occupied 
by his grandson, Edward Halleur, and lived there until his death. 
His trade of sailmaker led to his being the harnessmaker and 
bootmaker of the district. His descendants are as numerous as 
those of the Fritzlaff's and Aurisch's. A cockatoo owned by him 
died several years ago aged 92 at the home of his Curran grand
children, then living in Berwick. 

Mr. Halleur had five acres of land near where Kirk's Bazaar 
was in Bourke Street, Melbourne. On returning from the gold 
fields broker than broke, he sold his land for £ 100! 

James and Francis Barr bought 279 acres on 13th December, 
1855. Most of this is now Kurrl's farm. Francis's elder sons, 
John James and William, selected land in Neerim in 1876. A 
younger son, Harry, was for some years a Berwick Shire Coun
cillor. Francis Barr was one of the first Justices of Peace in this 
district and took his place in the Berwick Court. 

George Washington Robinson was a Melbourne-born pioneer. 
Born in 1843, he was a son of a brewer employed in one of the 
first of two breweries established in Melbourne. He was educated 
in Melbourne. In 1885 he was engineer, secretary, treasurer and 
valuer for the Berwick Shire when the Shire Hall was on the 
apex of the Berwick Hill. At a meeting of the Surveyors' Board 
on 28th June, 1875, he passed the examination and was granted 
a certificate. On the 28th May, 1874, it is recorded that he was 
employed as a Meteorlogical Observer at Berwick. 

He purchased 170 acres in 1856 at £1./5/- per acre which now 
forms portion of the property of his son, Cr. A. G. Robinson. 

His wife was a Miss Walton, of Heidelberg. The original home 
was slightly further north of the present place. With him lived 
Dauber, who was the original blacksmith. 
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Peter Engelke died in 1873 while working in Gippsland. He 
lived opposite and slightly west of Richards Brother's gate where 
one of his daughters lived until her death in 1947. Little is known 
of him except that he was a good yodeller. 

John Durling and John Lindau lived on adjacent blocks of about 
five chains in width which extended from near the old Luthernn 
Church to the old Narre Warren Road. 

Johann Gottlieb Hillbrick took up an area of country contained 
within the north side of the Prince's Highway to the summit of the 
Hill and west side of Hessel's Road during the 50's. He divided 
his land between his five sons-Edward, Julius, Gustav, Ernest 
and Paul. He had three daughters, one of whom, Mary, married 
Mr. A. Berdon Kent and lived for many years at Narre Warren. 
The original homestead was in the forefront of Mr. S. Hillbrick's 
present home. With the exception of Mr. S. Hillbrick's farm the 
land has now passed to other ownership. 

Carl Aurisch (1818-1901) lived opposite Mr. Inch's of to-day. 
No trace of the old home now remains except a struggling penny
royal creeper, remnant of his flower garden. After selling that 
portion of his land to W. A. C. a'Beckett, he moved to higher 
ground where he -built the house now occupied by Mr. Bourke. 
His wife Christina died in 1901, aged eighty. A son, Carl, was 
for many years a teacher for the Education Department. 
Numerous descendants are living in the district. For a brief timc
after his arrival in Australia he lived on Dr. Wanke's property 
in the vicinity of Mackie's Hill. 

August Dubberke, a German seaman who had been round the 
world, landed in Australia in 1864. He engaged in fanning and 
general contracting till he settled on 56 acres at the end of 
Beaumont road near the then Paddy's farm (from an old man 
Paddy who cleared the patch for the Hon. James Buchanan). A 
quaint figure with gold earrings to prevent deafness, he carried 
pigs and calves to Dandenong in a spring-cart for sixpence a head. 
For a long time he was incapacitated by injuries inflicted by 
Koenig's bull. His wife was a daughter of Johann Gottlieb Wanke. 
Rudolph Andersen took up the land then known as the "five 
hundred acres" which had originally not been sought by anyone 
as permanent farming land. This was later Spencer's "Bon Spiel" 
stud farm, portion of which is now in the ownershiip of Mr. W. 
Hobart Duff. In 1910 the late Dr. Chris. Griffiths commenced 
practice here for a while after Mr. Andersen left. During the 
Great War period it was the home of the Coote family. Rudolph 
Andersen was the father of Rev. Oscar Andersen and Arthur 
Andersen, who was for many years an employee of the Berwick 
Shire Council. His wife was Mary, daughter of Johann Gottlieb 
Wanke. · 

James Kelly died 1895. The present farm of Richards Bros. was 
first worked by James Kelly, who is believed to have come from 
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Tyrone, Ireland. The homestead was on the western side of the 
property on the gully. With him lived his mother, his wife, who 
died in 1862, and an elderly sister, Jemimah. His son Robert, on 
his marriage, built the present home of Mr. John Richards. The 
site of the original home is well defined by old foundations, an 
ol<l well and the dwindling remains of a cottage orchard. Robert 
Kelly left no heirs. 

Peter Brisbane lived on a corner south of the Boys' Home 
where now is a cottage on the western end of Avery's. The 
present road was non-existent when the house was there. He 
engaged in farming and mixed work. The home of his brother 
James was on the hillside further south where until recent years 
could be seen a couple of poplar trees and an old quince tree. 
Brisbane Street, Berwick, keeps their name alive. Both brothers 
bought their land in 1954 at the sale of R. Gardiner's holding at 
Dunbar's Hotel, Dandenong. 

William Martin Brown (1827-1920) was born in Pomerania 
and landed here in I 845. During his residence for several years 
in Richmond, he married Ellen Barry from Limerick, Ireland. 
In 1854 he came to Berwick as an employee of Peter Brisbane. 
A little later he worked for Robert Buchanan. Two fruit trees 
mark the place of his home in Beaumont's paddock near the road 
connecting Engel's Road and the Harkaway Road. His general 
occupation was milking and cheese-making, though at times he 
made bricks at a hole still to be seen adjacent to the Harkaway 
Road, in which water lilies were later planted by Miss Mackie 
near the water channel in Beaumont's. Sometimes he went road
making. August Bolduan, mentioned elsewhere, was employed 
by him at brick and road-making. Commonly known as "German 
Brown," in later years he went to Narre Warren North where 
he lived to the ripe old age of ninety-three. Bricks of his making 
are in some of the older buildings in Berwick, newer portions of 
the hotel and parts of the older portions of the State School. 
Fragments of brick are even now in the soil on the old kiln site. 
In recent years a grandson, viewing the place, found a piece of 
brick imprinted with finger and thumb marks-"thumb-prints on 
the clays of time." 

Wilhelm Meyer, better known as "Butter Meyer," conducted 
a butter-dealing business from where now stands "Ratharnay." 
He used a horse and waggon to transport the butter bought from 
settlers to the more densely populated Dandenong and Melbourne. 
When the Gembrook country was opened up, Meyer betook 
himself there to renew his pioneering activities. He was the 
grand uncle of the ¥eyer previously mentioned. 

"Rathernay" was later owned by Miss Jarrett; then it passed 
into the possession of Mr. Hugh Patterson and his sister, Miss 
Patterson of the Bourke district, N.S.W. They well remembered 
Sir Sidney Kidman as a coach driver in the back country before 
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he became Australia's Cattle King. The property now known as 
"Wickham" is in the ownership of Sir John Medley. 

Christian Finger lived exactly on the site now covered by the 
home of Mr. Norman Dalton. During his short residence there 
he made bricks, some of which may yet be seen in the Harkaway 
school. The old brick-hole is to-day a small dam. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. McKay were residents on the summit of 
the hill on Koenig's Road. 

Peter Rumph lived a chain or so east of the cemetery on a rise 
now covered by two of the S.E.C.'s masts. He was a builder and 
it is known that he assisted in building the Berwick Border Hotel. 
From this residence he moved to Kalora Park, between Harkaway 
and Narre Warren East, or Muddy Creek, as it was then known. 
A favourite anagram of the children attending the old school was 
Peter Rumph Eats Fish and Catches Eels, based on the word 
"preface" in their readers. 

August Fleher, or Fleer, came from Prussia and lived on a small 
ten acre farm close to the present Noack's. The late Mrs. Chas. 
Knell, of Harkaway, was a daughter, and a son, Mr. Edward 
Fleer, who till 1920 lived with his family in what is now Bourke's. 
Two of Mr. Fleer's sons were in the 1914-1918 war. 

Close by Fleer's on a similar block lived the Thompson family. 
Mrs. Fleer was Mrs. Thompson's sister. 

William Smart was domiciled where now Cr. Geo. Rae's home 
stands. His brother Charles had a home on the northern boundary. 
They grew peas and cherries. The ruling pea-picking wage was 
then threepence a kerosene tin. 

George Rae, grandfather of the present George, was born in 
Scotland in 1830. He had two years on the Ballarat diggings and 
after working as a labourer for another two years, came to Narre 
Warren where he commenced dealing in butter and eggs in 1857. 
His first land, 30 acres, cost £2 an acre. In 1885 he took 400 lb. 
of butter weekly to Melbourne. His wife was a Miss Webb, of 
London,. and there were four children. 

James Gardiner at one time owned the site of the Harkaway 
school ground which he sold to the Education Department. He 
was a very strong man. For a bet he.carried two bags of flour 
from Brisbane's store in Berwick to Jas. Gibb's gates and back. 
Carrying bags of flour seemed to be a recreation to these old-timers. 
I, at least, am pleased that these pastimes have disappeared. He 
was the father of the late Cr. John Gardiner and Messrs. A., G., 
C., E. E., and Miss Edie Gardiner. He lived for many years until 
his death next to the old Grammar School in Berwick. For some 
time Mr. Gardiner and his brother-in-law, Mr. Church, worked 
on the diggings at Crossover. On one occasion they travelled down 
on foot from Crossover to Souter's Hotel in Beaconsfield in faster 
time than the coach which rattled down the Pink Hill just pehind 
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them. The pnmmve nature of the road had so retarded it that 
its speed was only walking pace. 

The Melrose Try Boys' Home was built by Mr. Deeble in 1875. 
It commands a magnificent view, embracing Westernport Bay 
and French Island, also Port Phillip Bay and the townships of 
Berwick, Koo-Wee-Rup, Cranbourne and Narre Warren are clearly 
visible. Fading into the distance is the southern extremity of 
the Strzelecki Ranges, on the one hand and the Mornington 
Peninsula on the other. The property has been in the possession 
of the Misses Troupe, the Pearsons, Cr. D. N. MacGregor and 
Rev. Daunt. 

The Melrose property was acquired by the Try Boys' Society. 
Founded by Mr. William Forster, it carried out invaluable work in 
providing a good home and sound training for lads. Unfortunately 
the home and this fine work was discontinued in 1959 and the 
property sold. 

Dr. Georgina Sweet had the property, now within the property 
of Sir Sidney Sewell, on the summit of the hill on King's Road. 

Opposite th~ present North Narre .Warren Loveridge's. in a 
tumble-down barn-like structure, lived "Daddy Kite." Old and 
feeble even in those remote times, he walked with two tea-tree 
sticks on his weekly journeys to Fritzlaff's store. "Daddy" "left 
his country for his country's good" but it cannot be discovered if 
he came from Van Dieman's Land or Botany Bay. He was given 
his free passage because, to use his own words, he "was dragging 
a rope along the road-but_ it had a horse attached to the end of it!" 

A few chains to the rear of Dr. W anke's, spending the autumn 
of his years, dwelt Wagner. Little about him can be elucidated 
except that he kept goats to provide his milk and butter, and 
sold dried pears in three-penny lots. These were possibly the 
first goats introduced to the district. 

The first butcher to deliver in Harkaway was Mr. Alexander 
Crichton, more familiarly known as "Sandy." Before leaving to 
take up land in the Gembrook district, he sold his business to the 
late Mr. James Richardson, father of the late Messrs. James and 
Frank Richardson, Senr., of Berwick. Crichton is buried in the 
Berwick cemetery. 

A quaint character who came from Dandenong in the eighties 
was a Mr. Tinsman, who lived in a bark shanty where the old 
Upper Beaconsfield road crosses the Cardinia Creek. He was a 
bachelor who saved his sovereigns in tins which he hid in recesses 
cut in trees, afterwards replacing the bark, thus making a novel 
safe deposit. After his death a tree felled on the Cardinia Creek 
was found to contain a tin of sovereigns. Another was hidden 
in the roots of a wattle tree and became entwined in the roots 
as the tree grew. The late Mr. Walter Nichol helped Tinsman 
unearth this tin. This news led to a "rush" of optimists seeking 
trees bearing marks- of.,having-been scarfed. 
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Those who look towards the level portion to the north-west 
uf Wilson's Hill about a half mile from the road will note two 
fruit trees. Two houses close together were built here. In one of 
these lived the Lynes family and next door, the Richardsons. 
The first Richardson was a carrier with a two-horse waggon 
working between Melbourne and Berwick before the construction 
of the railway. Soon he moved to where Mrs. Frank Richardson 
now lives but did not take to the butchering business till some 
years later. When Lynes departed, he shifted him to Tooradin. 
Mr. James Richardson was a small boy and helped drive the 
cattle but tired by the time they had reached the "Black Bridge." 
His transport became a problem so they placed him astride a calf 
which he rode the most part of the way. 

For many years Mr. and Mrs. Ramsden, who came from the 
Midlands of England, made their home in Harkaway, which 
Fritzlaff Bros. built for them right opposite the belfry of the Old 
Lutheran Church. There being a brickmakers' strike at the time, 
the bricks were made on their own land. 

Other well-known families in the district, who added very 
materially to its welfare were Mr. and Mrs. G. 0. Lyon, of Glenogil, 
and the Scott family and Mackie family. 

Miss M. Ramsden, now Mrs. Munster of County Down, Northern 
Ireland, wrote a little booklet concerning the Lutheran Church 
and Australian bush parables. 

At a later day, Miss Traill, the artist, painted many landscapes 
of the district. 

The Mackie family occupied Kalimna, so named from the 
aboriginal word meaning "lovely or beautiful," where it commands 
a magnificent view. Mr. and Mrs. Mackie beautified it by planting 
trees from many parts of the world. 

Other families in the district were the Ways, Birds, Ezarts, Rivets, 
Ainsworths, Dunns, Drews and Chapples. 

Miss Madge Mackie, who died in Berwick at the age of 92, 
was at one time the recipient of an illuminated address from the 
residents of Harkaway as a token of heartfelt love in grateful 
remembrance of years of earnest work devoted to the welfare of 
this district, and signed by C. 0. Anderson, H. S. Barr and 
George 0. Lyon. 

She was a friend to and helped many in cases of misfortune and 
was an ever-ready listener and counsellor in their troubles. She 
was always ready to distribute gifts to those in need. 

Mr. J. C. Anderson lived on the property known as Aberfeldy 
and planted the trees and garden, and which was later the home of 
the Misses Lyons, and latterly by Mr. and Mrs. Ken Von Bibra. 
Mr. Von Bibra was killed in action during the Second World War 
with the A.I.F. in Syria. 

Two itinerant identities who visited the district from very early 
times to well within living memory were "Old" Ihmer and 
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Kreichmier. Ihmer was a gentlemanly, qualified chemist, who 
loved an occasional "spot." He carried his wares on his head in a 
black oilcloth-covered basket. Later he carried an old-fashioned 
carpet bag. People awaited his coming and sought his advice 
which was accepted with every confidence. Kreichmier set out 
with two large plum pudding-like bundles. As he prospered he 
became possessed of two fine horses and a waggon and was reputed 
to have anything from a needle to an anchor. Increasing business 
led him to establish the "Paradise Trading Company" in Madeline 
Street, Carlton, 

The passage of time has made it almost impossible to determine 
why these people made their settlement at Harkaway when more 
arable lands were available in almost any part of the Colony. 
Without any doubt, the Fritzlaffs, Scholtzs and Walsdorffs were 
there not so long after the founding of Melbourne. The land 
then was controlled by squatting graziers so it is possible that 
these settlers were at first their employees. Though the names 
of many of the squatters are known, the extent of their holdings 
is unknown as no official records are available. The main seat of 
government was in Sydney, so it is possible, as in the case of the 
Hentys at Portland, the Governor had no idea they were there. 
The first official records commence with the sale of Crown Lands 
on 29th March, 1853. Before this a survey had been made. Few 
would envy the surveyors their task. Nothing but a general idea 
of the contours and vegetation was known; someone in Melbourne 
put lines on an almost blank map with instructions to put a road 
here, settlement blocks there, etc. The surveyors, faithful to their 
instructions, did their job. The result is that we see old roads 
in many districts passing over the worst possible region. This 
accounts for the due north and south old road which runs from 
Western Port to the Finger Post Hill across the biggest hills. 
Till about thirty years ago, this road continued north from the 
intersection with the Prince's Highway over Wilson's Hill. The 
deviation by the school was made years after the original survey. 

Many of those who bought at the first sales had never seen their 
purchases and on becoming the possessors of a selection set out 
to find their survey marks in the dense undergrowth. Some 
appear to have been mere speculators who never came near the 
district. Listed hereunder are their names and the approximate 
location of their land:-

J. Cree, top of Wilson's Hill to Cardinia Creek-552 acres. 
R. Gardiner, adjoining Cree to the north and including 

Beaumont's Hill to the creek-600 acres. 
J. Bischoff, adjoining Gardiner and extending north to King's 

Road and easterly to Cardinia Creek-657 acres. 
R. Gardiner, The Prince's Highway, Berwick Hotel to Hessell's 

Road, two blocks extending north to King's Road-a total of 
1264 acres. 
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R. Gardiner and T. Grant, two adjoining blocks of 320 acres 
each extending from Hessell' s Road to N arre Warren. 

G. Wanke, 640 acres immediately north of Gardiner and Grant, 
blocks Nos. 13 and 14. 

R. Gardiner, approximately half of Cr. Lloyd's present property. 
W. Wilson, the remaining portion of Cr. Lloyd's property. 
D. Crowley, 632 acres adjoining G. Wanke to the east. 
By 13th December, 1855, surveying of the more northern areas 

had progressed sufficiently to allow of another land sale. Those 
who bought at this land sale were:-

P. Riley, from King's Road to Noack's gate to creek, 497 acres. 
J. Robertson, adjoining Riley, Noack's gate to "Bon Spiel" 

southern boundary, to creek, 440 acres. 
W. Weise and J. M. F. Fritzlaff, 151 acres, which now include 

Dr. Mackay's land to rear of Harkaway Hall and Mackenzie's 
and Hogan Taylor's. 

C. F. Tschentscher, 96 acres, comprising exactly the present 
farm of John Milne. 

C. Cochrane, 151 acres to-day's Richards Bros." c:xactly. 
John James and Francis Barr, two selections, one north of 

Halleur's Road, now belonging to Cr. A. G. Robinson and Syd 
Smith, Senr., 124 acres; the other approximately the present 
Kurrl's property, 279 acres. 

J. Robertson, 107 acres, fronting the Harkaway-Narre Warren 
North road, now the homestead of Cr. A. G. Robinson. 

J. Troup, now Lukies' and settlement land. Prior to the official 
sale, this was part of J. Robertson's run. 

Of this full list of "originals" I can find little evidence of 
many of them occupying or using their purchases. An entry in 
the Dandenong Court of Petty Sessions Register, 1858, stating a 
case concerning strayed or stolen bullocks shows that Tschentscher 
at least used his land (Milne's) for grazing, though the fact that 
an overseer and not himself gave evidence seems to suggest that 
he did not live there. 

Mr. F. E. Wanke, Clerk of Victorian Parliaments, who has 
given me most valuable assistance, in looking up old documents 
has supplied proof that Robinson's was occupied by J. Robertson 
before the '55 sale. From a Lands Department entry, "A condition 
of sale was that fencing had to be removed within one month." 
This apparently referred to fencing around a stockyard situated 
in the south-eastern corner of the allotment, and shown on the 
first subdivisional survey of this area, dated 1852. It is evident 
from this plan that James Robertson was in occupation of a 
homestead area about one mile to the north (near Schneider's), 
and the indication of a track leading southwards from the 
homestead makes it extremely probably that the stockyard belonged 
to Robertson. So we may assume that J. Robertson continued to 
occupy his homestead after the sales. 
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Dr. Wanke's selection was north of the Prince's Highway. 
The block which now faces Hessell's Road was intended to face 
the Narre Warren North Road, the former having been laid down 
much later. 

I can find no evidence of any of the others having lived there. 
Within five years of the official settlement, most of the properties 
had been subdivided and sold to German settlers, many of whom 
appear to have lived temporarily in Richmond, possibly drawn 
together by the bond of language. Some of their grandchildren 
have vague memories of having heard of a meeting at which 
they decided to emigrate to the newly opened Cardinia Creek 
country. Possibly the fact that some of them were already there 
prior to the official opening up of the land may have had some 
influence on them. Others have the idea that Dr. Wanke extended 
them every hospitality, which must have been very encouraging 
to them in a strange, new land. 

Most came on foot, for horses were scarce and dear in the 
infant colony. At least one family carried their few furnishings on 
their backs as they pushed through the bush to Harkaway. Not 
knowing what to do with the eggs accumulating from their 
travelling hens, they sat down to a meal of three dozen eggs. 
Even when the farms were producing, eggs, cheese, butter and 
other primary produce were carried on foot to Prahran or 
Melbourne. After selling or exchanging these for groceries and 
household necessities, they walked back at once to resume their 
work on the farm. Many set off in the evening, traded their 
goods in Melbourne next day and walked home on the following 
night. We of the petrol age must take our hats off to them when 
we imagine them walking with a basket in both hands and pack 
on back to Melbourne along a barely discernable track with no 
bridges and shoulder-high scrub everywhere. Often this journey 
was done by the wife, sometimes burdened with an infant, while 
the man of the house attended to the farm. 

The coming of the horse and the rapid growth of Dandenong 
meant some relief but still a long weekly trip had to be made. 
The late Miss J. E. Halleur was the last of her family to be 
carried on the pommel of a saddle while her mother went on the 
weekly shopping excursion. 

General farming was their main industry, though some worked 
at road-making, brick-making, building and fencing, sometimes 
as far afield as Dandenong, whence they walked each morning 
and evening. Many were the times when the larder was empty 
at the end of the week. 

A highly developed community spirit was evident, for we hear 
of slaughtered beasts being shared round the neighbourhood. 
Housewives in the "Muddy Creek" area had a community bake
oven, the remains of which may be seen in Mr. J. EdebohFs 
property near the Berwick-Emerald Road. An amount of sharing 
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of labour was done in the hand-cutting and flailing of the oat 
crops. A hand-powered winnower publicly owned was available 
for transport from farm to farm on spring-cart or sledge. After 
the sudden death of one of the settlers the community clubbed 
together and built a home which is there to-day, for his widow 
and family. 

EDUCATION 

In the '40's, Eleanor Scholtz, who was a well educated woman, 
supplied her own and some of the neighbour's children with the 
rudiments of arithmetic, English and German, but as the stork 
became more industrious, the 'GO's saw the need for a permanent 
educational establishment. So came a teacher, Otto Heibner, who 
for a weekly fee conducted a school near the cemetery in a house 
later occupied by Peter Rumph. In 1869, it was decided to erect 
a school building. Under the guidance of builders Weise and 
Meyer, the settlers built a substantial weatherboard building more 
generally known as the German Church. On week days this 
sencd as a school, on Sundays, a church. The schoolmaster who 
took over this school was Jacob Hessell, who lived in two rooms 
at the rear. Mr. Hessell was a learned man who taught both 
German and English. His English was pedantly accurate and 
lacked colloquial expression, though the few remaining of his 
pupils still testify to the strength of his arm. With the 1872 
Education Act for free, secular and compulsory education, arrange
ments were made for the building of the present Harkaway 
school, No. 1697, which however was not opened until 1880. Mrs. 
Nichol was for many years the sewing mistress. Mr. Noble was 
the first head teacher. Meanwhile, Jacob Hessell conducted a 
boarding school at "Rathernay." The late Edward Vieusseaux, 
who for years conducted the Berwick Grammar School, was at 

. one time an assistant teacher at Hessell's. Hessell's Road takes 
its name from him. The State School ground was bought from 
James Gardiner, father of Mr. Albert Gardiner of Beaconsfield, 
and the late Cr. John Gardiner of Berwick. 

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Because the school was to be also used as a church, a bell was 
erected near the building in· 1869. The timber for the standards 
was obtained from the property of the late Wilhelm Aurisch. 
The late Mr. E. Fritzlaff as a small boy climbed the tower to be 
the first to ring the. bell after it had been dedicated and christened 
"Concordia" by the late Pastor Herlitz. The old tower was 
demolished and a new one erected on 28th December, 1935, the 
timber again coming from the same property, which was then 
owned by the late Cr. D. Boyd. The earliest known Lutheran 
Pastor was Mattias Goethe, whose signature appears on the 
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H arkaway State School, 1884. Teacher, Mr. J ohn A. Noble and pupils. 
Pho tograph by cou rtesy of Mrs . Neville, Berwick. 
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Lutheran Church, Harkaway, showing Belfry In memory of the Pioneers 
Photograph by courtesy of Mrs. Neville, Berwick. 
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early marriage certificates. Then came Pastor Herlitz, who was 
succeeded by Pastor Schramm. Rev. Hermann Herlitz was Pastor 
of the Lutheran Church at Melbourne and head of the Lutheran 
Synod of Victoria. He was also Chairman of the Lutheran General 
Synod of Australia and editor from 1867 till about 1900 of the 
"Australische Christenbole." Mr. Herlitz was born 10th June, 1834, 
at Neisse, Silesia; Prussia, and received his classical education at the 
Gymnasium ( classical college) there. He studied theology at Basie 
in Switzerland from 1857-1862, and was ordained for the ministry 
on 17th August, 1862. Called to the Pastorate of the Lutheran 
Church at Germantown, near Geelong, he arrived in this colony 
in January, 1863, and remained there till August, 1868, when he 
received and accepted a call from the Lutheran Congregation at 
Melbourne, whose minister he was for well over 20 years. He was 
responsible for building the German Church in East Melbourne. 
At Harkaway during the Pastor's absences, the services were 
conducted by Dr. G. Wanke. His son, the late Immanuel, acted 
as organist. At the beginning of settlement, no cemetery existed 
and several lonely graves are scattered around the hillsides. The 
present cemetery was established about 1860. 

Although a hall site had been allowed for in the early survey, 
the Harkaway Hall was not built until 1909. The opening function 
was conducted by the State Governor, Sir Thomas Gibson 
Carmichael, on June 9th of that year. A squadron of Australian 
Light Horse, the Narre Warren Troop under the command of 
the late Lieut. Alan Henry, brother of Mr. Evan C. Henry of 
Berwick, served as an escort and guard of honour. The Narre 
Warren Troop was included in No. 5 Squadron 10 A.I.H. Regi
ment. Some early members of it were the late J. Lecky, junr., the 
late Sgt. M. Kirkham, Sgt. A. Robinson, Cpl. Moran Griffith, Hill, 
C. Greaves, Winter, Rodd, S. Greaves and S. and N. Brunt. 
For many years of its existence the Narre Warren Troop held 
priority due to its superior horsemanship in furnishing escorts 
for Vice-Royalty, including Sir Harry Rawson, N.S.W.; Admiral 
Sperry, U.S.A. Navy, and A/Governor-General Lord Tennyson. 
Those associated with the establishment of the Harkaway Hall 
were Messrs. G. 0. Lyon, W. Warby, Drew, Crs. W. G. a'Beckett, 
J.P., Kerr, J.P., Barr, Mesdames R. Kelly, W. H. Jarrett, E. Wanke, 
Miss Mackie and Miss Troupe. In later years the hall fell into 
disrepair and was likely to be abandoned as such; however, in 
1958, a strong committee of voluntary workers was formed, con
sisting of Mr. J. Lewien, President; S. Smith, Hon. Sec.; Messrs. 
Dick and Jack Smith, N. Dalton, T. Richards, R. Royce, R. Corr, 
E. McLeod, J. Carew, Miss Joske, Mesdames J. Smith and C. L. 
Smith. The hall was restored to its former role of usefulness as a 
community centre and re-opened on June 26, 1959-a span of 50 
years since its original inauguration. Mrs. W. G. a'Beckett, who 
together with her husband, Cr. W. G. a'Beckett, had done so 
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much over the years in the public interest, performed the official 
re-openii;ig. 

The pine and other trees along the Harkaway Road were planted 
by Cr. W. G. a'Beckett and Miss Mackie of Berwick, at one time 
a resident of Harkaway, and her late brother, Archie. James, 
another brother of this family, was a member of the staff of the 
bank at Jerilderie when it was held up by the Kelly Gang. 

Early recreations were mostly self-made-concerts in the school, 
dances in accommodating homes. Many came for weekly dances 
conducted on Saturday nights by Mr. Alf. Smith at a hall long since 
disappeared, opposite the present "Edrington" gate. Many owned 
kangaroo dogs and kangaroo hunts enlivened the Sundays. A rifle 
range was constructed along the hollow below Milne's house, the 
target being on the abrupt rlse north-west of Hogan Taylor's. 
Quite often one rifle had to serve all competitors. Invariably the 
honours were carried off by the late J. M. F. Fritzlaff. 

Harkaway has its connections with the bush-ranging era. A Mr. 
Steer, who bought from Tschentscher (Milne's) had in his employ 
a man named Morgan, a morose type of individual. Morgan had 
made a still for the production of illicit alcoholic liquor. The 
hollow in the soil of the flat not far from the spring marks the 
spot. One day in· 1861 he attacked Mrs. Steer with the carving 
knife. Her screams attracted the late Mrs. R. E. Halleur, who lived 
just opposite. Mrs. Halleur twisted his beard while Mrs. Steer 
disarmed him. The Berwick policeman was sent for but Morgan 
had departed, next to be heard of in his murderous career in New 
South Wales. He was shot at Peechelba Station in 1865. I have 
carefully checked descriptions and dates and have not the least 
doubt of this being the Morgan. In 1870, Charles Wanke, son of 
Johann Gottlieb Wanke, bought the above-mentioned Steer's farm. 

MEMORIAL STONE UNVEILED AT HARKA WAY 

Cr. George Rae unveiled a memorial stone to the First World 
War soldiers who enlisted from Harkaway before a crowd of 
well over 100 people on Anzac Day, 1959. 

This stone, which stands at the southern entrance to the Honour 
Avenue near Harkaway, was· due to the efforts of Nurse Jessie 
Trail. She wished to see a more permanent memorial erected than 
the Honour A venue. 

In unveiling the stone, Cr. Rae said: "To have a great country, 
you must have men and women with physical courage; and in 
both Gallipoli and France Australians proved that they had no 
superiors in this field .1' 

Cr. Rae warmly praised Nurse Trail for her thoughtfulness and 
thanked members of the Berwick R.S.L. and other persons who had 
contributed towards the cost of the stone. He also thanked the 
Berwick Riding councillors for their assistance in erecting it. 
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24-miles post. Those travelling to Berwick or Cranbourne went 
past Fritzlaff's (Dr. Mackay's) through the present "Ratharnay" 
gates, past the cemetery and along the route now marked by 
Hessell's Road. When this road came to be, it was fenced by the 
late Messrs. R. E. Halleur, J. M. F. Fritzlaff and Charles Winter. 
The land was presented by Mr. William Wilson, Senr. Those who 
know where to look can at this day find engraved in the soil the 
tracks of these old-time vehicles. Another short cut to Berwick 
followed the crest of the Boys' Home Hill and turned through 
Wilson's to meet the old road above the "Glue-pot." This accounts 
for some of the older houses having their back to the present 
roads, for they were really facing older roads. Many of the 
shopping difficulties were ended when the late Messrs. Geordie 
Brown and Simon Paternoster opened stores in Berwick. Pater
noster lent his customer a spare horse to help their labouring steeds 
over the two hills. When Mr. J. Dean's corner was reached the 
horse was released to wander back to Berwick. After he left the 
goldfields and prior to coming to Berwick, Paternoster had a small 
store on the Gippsland Road, near the junction of the track from 
Harkaway mentioned above. An interesting episode of about 1885 
was the "Harkaway Ghost." From the old school residence at 
nigh't came the clank of chains and moans that to the imagination 
of listeners appeared to be a woman being strangled. These eerie 
sounds continued for some days and gradually faded out. A report 
can be found in an early issue of a Dandenong paper which 
corroborates this. Dogs were put under the building, yet the noises 
continued unabated. The teacher's family (Nobles) were terrified 
and the whole incident stands out vividly in the minds of witnesses 
still living. The phenomenon occurred again about seven years 
later. Mr. Nat. Meyer states that he assisted in the demolition of 
the old building and having heard the noises was interested in a 
possible cause. In a space between the walls were found the 
skeletons of two cats! This is also verified by Mrs. Wangeheim. 

Those who acted as post-masters in the past were: J. M. F. 
Fritzlaff, W. Weise, Miss M. Jones, in the present McKenzie's, 
Dugard's, Scott (Mrs.) Warby, and the late Cr. C. Knell. 

Three gun tragedies marred the early days. Heinrich Hessell, 
son of the teacher, was accidentally shot when pulling a gun 
through a fence. James Nichol, son-in-law of J. M. F. Fritzlaff, 
an active young man of 25 years, was killed by the same g\m while 
driving birds from his cherry trees on 2nd December, 1883. 
Theodore Wanke, son of Charles Wanke, was killed while opossum 
shooting one night when a dog knocked the trigger of his gun. 

An old map shows Wellington Road fading into a track marked 
"to the Emerald diggings" (Scotty's Creek). Enquiries from the 
Mines Department revealed that though this ground is classed as 
auriforus, it has yielded only small amounts of gold. The mining 
activities have been limited to the work of prospectors and small 
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prospecting parties, mainly in the hills to the south of Beaconsfield 
Upper. 

Nothing of note in her history, no Eureka's, no gold-rushes, no 
battles except the ceasless battle with want, and the endless scrub 
which ended in a triumph for those who worked from before 
dawn till after dusk in order that we who follow them may live 
in houses far improved on their shanties of slab, bark, and wattle 
and daub, and may enjoy all the comforts of a modern world. 
Though they came from the four corners of Europe, may we be 
proud to call ourselves Australians. May this serve as a tribute to 
their memories. 
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NARRE WARREN 

The late Mr. Catron, the Head Master of the Narre Warren 
&hool from 1897-1909, recorded that the aboriginal name "Narre 
Warren" meant "No Good," from the belief held by the natives 
that the mineralized brackish water in the creeks was unsuitable 
for drinking purposes, hence the name. 

NARRE WARREN-NATIVE POLICE 

In 1840 the establishment of a Native Police Force in the district 
was considered as there was so much lawlessness by both blacks 
and whites, and in 184 I the Legislature of New South Wales 
voted an amount of £ 1000 for this purpose. The payment of a 
salary of £ 100 to the Superintendent and the balance to be 
expended in rationing, clothing, and equipping the Aborigines as 
policemen. 

Accordingly a depot or barracks was formed at Naree-Naree
W oran near the Coran W arabil Range in the trans-Dandenong 
area. Governor La Trobe (1839--1854) commissioned Capt. Henry 
Pultney Dana and William Thomas to establish the Force. A 
native chief, Billibellary, selected twelve natives. Captain Dana 
had the assistance of his brother and Senior Constable Walsh in 
drilling the Force. In 1847 the Force then numbered five white 
officers and four blackfellows, the rank and file, being Commandant 
Capt. H.P. Dana, at £250 per annum, 2nd Officer W. H. Walsh, 
£100 p.a.; 3rd Officer, W. A. P. Dana (the Captain's brother), 
£ 60 p.a.; Sergeant Henry McGregor, £ 40 p.a.; Corporal, £20 p.a.; 
four Privates (natives) at 3d. a day each. 

On the 18th March, 1851, a regrettable shooting affair took place 
within the Force when Captain Dana was shot on parade by 
Senior Contable Walsh, which action was ascribed to jealousy. 
Walsh, not being long married, suspected that Dana was carrying 
on a clandestine affair with his wife. However, Walsh was given 
to lapses of depression and eccentricity intensified by drink. This 
condition, it was thought, was occasioned by injuries received in a 
previous brush between Native Police and a tribe of blacks on the 
Murray River. Captain Dana was a man of very fine character. 

Walsh was arraigned on four counts for the offence: (I) Shooting 
at Wm. A. P. Dana on the 14th January at Narre Narre Warren 
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with intent to murder; (2) With intent to maim; (3) Maliciously 
wounding; (4) Doing grievous bodily harm. 

The defence was a plea of insanity. 
However, the jury convicted on the 4th count and Walsh was 

sentenced to ten years' imprisonment with hard labour. 
The pistol ball which Walsh had fired at Dana, entered Dana's 

right side under the ribs and passed through his body. Dana 
remained in a very serious condition for days but ultimately 
recovered. 

Another matter which concerned the Force was a wreck on the 
Gippsland coast from which a white woman survived but was 
captured by the natives and was in charge of a native, Bunja
lecua. 

By the aid of some blacks, bought over by Trade goods, Bunja
lecua was captured but he was too wary to have the white woman 
with him. He acknowledged her existence but said she belonged 
to his brother. 

He was detained and transferred, together with some aboriginal 
wives and children as hostages, to the Police Station at Narre 
Warren, where they were committed to the care of the Com
mandant. He undertook to restore the white woman. However, 
he did not do so as it was ascertained that after Bunjalecua's 
arrest his brother had taken her-only to be overpowered by 
another native. The brother then, out of vengeance, murdered 
the white woman and her child. Their bodies were found by a 
Native Trooper at Jemmy's Point on the Gippsland Lakes. 

The Native Force of Police who were recruited from local 
aboriginals must not be ·confused with the Black Trackers who 
were introduced from Queensland at the time the Kelly Gang were 
active in 1879-1880, and were located at the Police Paddocks. 
Two of their number were engaged in tracking the Kellys, while 
three remained at the station. 

In the settlement of Narre Warren itself, the late Mr. S. J. Webb 
played a conspicuous part and was ever mindful of, and worked 
in the district's welfare. The beautiful oak trees which he planted 
on the sides of the Prince's Highway at Narre Warren stand as a 
living emblem to his memory. A tablet was erected to his memory 
at the intersection of the North Narre Warren Road and Prince's 
Highway and unveiled by Sir George Knox in February, 1955, 
at which the Shire President, Cr. C. Harris, presided. 

The tablet bears the inscripton:-

Honouring 

SIDNEY JOHN WEBB 

who planted this row of 
Oak Trees in the year 1890. 
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The trees as young seedlings came from the Nobelius Nursery 
at Emerald, a pioneer family of nurserymen now in its fourth 
generation. Mr. J. Nobelius of Narre Warren is a member of this 
well-known family. Mr. Smith, the man who designed the 
memorial, was present at the unveiling. He also designed that 
well-known memorial near the Shrine of Remberance in St. Kilda 
Road, "The Man with the Donkey." 

In 1854 the late S. J. Webb arrived in Victoria on the ship 
"Clasmarden." Shortly afterwards he entered the employ of "The 
Age," "Leader" and "Australian News." After 18 years' service 
with the "Age Proprietary" he took over the Hotham and West 
Melbourne Newsagency, which he carried on successfully for many 
years. He was the fou11der of the Victorian Authorised Newsagents' 
Association and its first Treasurer. On his retirement from business 
he purchased "Holly Gree11" at Narre Warren, from the late Mr. 
Walton, in 1880, 110w in the ownership of Mr. Jopn Lloyd and 
known as "Brechin." 

One of Mr. Webb's first activities was the obtaini11g of the Narre 
Warren railway station, soliciting subscriptions from residents to 
purchase the land for a ro.ad through "Roseneath," the property of 
the late Captain Wauchope, to connect the township with the 
railway li11e. He donated la11d for the school and the Mechanics' 
Institute. 

Duri11g his farming activities Mr. Webb was the first district 
farmer to introduce the use of the double-furrowed plough, hitherto 
the single-furrow being in general use. District farmers attended a 
demonstratio11 011 "Holly Gree11" to observe the performance of 
this in11ovatio11 to the then accepted cultivatio11 practice. Likewise, 
he introduced the first reaper and binder, a Walter A. Woods 
machine, which, after cutti11g its first crop, was purchased by Mr. 
James Wilson of Berwick. Mr. Webb is survived by his son Henry, 
who owns one of, if not Victoria's oldest, homestead at Sunbury. 
Arrother son, Percy, is living at Culcairn, N.S.W. His so11, Robert, 
had the best apple orchard i11 the State consisting of _5000 trees at 
Narre Warren. Sidney, Junr., was Presiderrt of the Authorized 
Newsagents' Association founded by his father. Mrs. A. Moran, 
Mrs. J. W. Bailey, Mrs. A. Kent, Mrs. Oliver and Miss Florence 
Webb were daughters. 

Mr. Woodley was an early Narre Warren baker. His son Albert 
became a well-known music-hall comedian. 

Mr. Kent, who came from London, was a resident in the district 
for many years. He married Miss Hillbrick, a sister of Julius and 
Edwin Hillbrick. Their family consisted of a daughter and two 
sons, Bob and Charlie Kent. Their property came under the owner
ship of Dr. and Mrs. Pigdon. Dr. Pigdon unfortunately lost his 
life during the 2nd World War i11 the Japanese zo11e. 
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THE NARRE WARREN NORTH DISTRICT 

From notes taken by Mr. D. L. Henry, a relieving teacher of 
State School 1901, in the year 1912; by Mr. Robert Hart Kerr anJ 
Mr. G. W. Robinson, two district pioneers, by courtesy of Messrs. 
Swords Brothers of the Dandenong "Advertiser," and other sources 
and compiled by N. E. Beaumont. 

Narre Warren North was known originally as old Narre 
'Warren, to distinguish it from New Narre Warren and Narre 
Warren East. It is one of the earliest settlements east of Dandenong, 
and is a quiet hamlet set amidst lovely surroundings. 

The first person identified with Narre Warren North was Mr. 
James Robertson, uncle of Mr. G. W. Robinson, who took up a 
large cattle run to the north-west of Dandenong and Berwick and 
established his homestead where the late Mr. Frank Green lived. 
Mr. J. Robertson's property, known as "Watwillroon," was on a 
lease held by the father of Mr. R. H. Kerr. An interesting item is 
that the house originally established on "Watwillroon" was built of 
cedar-wood brought from Singapore. The timber was cut and 
jointed in the Straits Settlements, and enough was prepared for 
a spacious four-roomed villa ready for erection. "Watwillroon" is 
named after an adjacent hill which the blacks so named. Mr. 
Robertson was succeeded by Mr. Mortimer, who in turn passed it 
on to Mr. Cropley; afterwards it was sold to Mr. Frank Green. 
The home is regarded as one of the interesting homes of the district. 

Among the earliest settlers were Mr. J. Robertson, Mrs. J. 
Robinson and her son, Mr. G. W. Robinson, Messrs. Frank Barr, 
Robert Vircoe, John Troup, Ge•Jrge Battersby, George Ray, George 
Hall, Robert Morrell, Edward Asling, W. A. C. a'Beckett, Charles 
and Henry Smart, Daniel Kennedy, J. Flanagan, William Farrell, 
Richard Mortimer, Hamill Kerr, F. T. Green, Thomas Charman, 
George Firmin, J. Krone, J. R. M. Ffrost, W. H. Wooster, Kelly, 
Brown and Winter. 

Some of the pioneer ploughmen were Messrs. Hugh Lennox, 
James Grant, Garde and McCullen. 

These selectors and their men shared the old station and, though 
miles separated them, they all looked upon one another as very 
close neighbours. 

About 1857, when there was a nucleus of white men in the 
district, the country was in its primeval state, and it was no light 
task to render it equal to growing wheat and barley, the most 
payable crops at the time, since Victoria had to obtain its supply 
of flour £;om Chile. 

The wheats grown were White Tuscan and Purple Straw. So 
much wheat was produced in Narre Warren and the surrounding 
districts that Cadle's flour mill was working day and night to 
grind it. 
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After 1886, wheat growing was abandoned on account of the 
appearance of rust in the crops. Mixed farming was then under
taken and best quality butter was sold for fourpence a pound in 
Dandenong, and eggs at sixpence a dozen. Later, using separators 
and taking to cheese making, the settlers secured a much better 
reward. Most of the pioneers possessed cattle in varying numbers. 
Dairy produce and also garden produce were taken to Melbourne 
for sale, and axe and a spade being indispensable to facilitate the 
journey. 

GOVERNMENT SURVEY OF"LAND 

The progress of Dandenong and the gradual increase of roadside 
stores eventually eliminated the necessity for the long and tedious 
journey to Melbourne. When the Government surveyed the Parish 
of Narre Warren North, the plan revealed that a future town of 
some importance was anticipated. In addition to the one-and-a-half 
acre blocks in the township, as at present, the whole of Mr. Paul 
Aurisch's property, as well as Mr .. L. W. Schneider's paddock, 
was laid out in residential lots for the use of those who wished to 
retire. The present Recreation Ground and the site where the 
Mechanics' Institute now stands, were originally reserved for the 
purpose of a local cemetery, but there was an agitation against 
this, and the ground was devoted to pleasure purposes. 

The first houses in this particular area were Mr. George Rae's 
store, in the corner of Mr. Troup's paddock; a house occupied by 
Mr. Ffrost, the schoolmaster, and a house where the Scout Hall is 
now built occupied by Mr. J. Krone. 

TROUP'S FLAT 

The North Narre Warren Valley, otherwise called Troup's Flat, 
was densely covered with fine blackwood trees. Owing to a lack 
of knowledge and foresight, these beautiful and valuable trees 
were cut down to make room for necessary crops. Kangaroos, 
opossums and native cats were plentiful in this area, but these 
wonderful animals disappeared as settlement grew. It is concluded 
there were never many Blackfellows in the neighbourhood of 
Narre Warren North, but occasionally a few appeared, and it is to 
be regretted that very little information about early days could be 
gleaned from them. They were seemingly too reticent and appre
hensive to place much confidence in the newcomers. 

An old aboriginal named King Mirree used to visit Narre Warren 
North at odd times, and he spoke of Bald Hill, near Mr. Kerr's 
property, as being hallowed ground. No hunting was allowed 
there, for what reason is unfortunately not known. 

The axe-heads that were found on what was presumably a 
camp site on what is known as the Aura property, which belonged 
to Mr. Kerr, are most likely relics that were deposited with the 
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Blackfellows when laid to rest in the tribal burial ground. It is 
most probable that the nearest camping ground was "The Protec
torate," the land which is now known as the Dan<lenong Police 
Paddock, and at which, in later years, were stationed the Black 
Trackers, recruited from Queensland. One of the last Protectors 
was Pastor Clow for whom Clow Street in Dandenong was name<l. 
It is recorded that in the 'forties and 'fifties there were not the 
local creeks there are to-<lay. When heavy rain fell, the flats were 
covered and became swamps, until the water gradually drained 
away. The settlers therefore cut channels and ploughed drainage 
furrows; in some cases, the result was the formation of a creek, 
the Eumemmering Creek being an example. In this way the 
creeks through the properties of Messrs. Troup, Moysey and Kurll's 
were started. 

BUSH TRACKS 

Roa<l communication to an<l from North Narrc Warren were 
through the "bush," the boundary fences of the large holdings 
being followed as indicating the most direct route. The first halting 
place was Hallam's Road Hotel. This was the store and post office. 
Many of the settlers' wives and daughters made their weekly visits 
for groceries, bread and family letters and papers. Transport was 
Ycry difficult and was mainly by bullock and horse teams and on 
occasions, drays would become bogged. Mrs. Winter, on one 
occasion, when returning with supplies in heavy rain, found the 
Eumemmering Creek in flood, and swimming the horse across, 
lost the week's supply of bread. 

MAIN ROAD TO GIPPSLAND 

The main road to Sale followed the track taken by Dr. E. Barker 
and Messrs. Hobson and Brodribb. The latter travelled that way in 
1841. On their return they reported very favourably on the country 
they had seen and suggested that it be called Gippsland. That 
road still remains, but until Narre Warren was fairly settled there 
was no main road except a stretch of about five miles from 
Dandenong. The road to Hallam through Messrs. Jones and 
O'Neil's properties, gave a direct outlet for Narre Warren North 
and proved a great boon to the district. This road took the · late 
Cr. R. H. Kerr, J.P., twenty years to secure. 

THE FIRST BUILDINGS 

The first buildings to be erected on the Township Reserve were 
the Methodist Chapel and the Church of England. Mr. Robert 
Morell, who lived in Mr. Playford's paddock, now occupied by 
Mr. C. Bailey, built on the site which Mr. C. Hall later occupied, 
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and followed his trade as a shoemaker. Then came Bulman's store 
and post office, built by Mr. George Rae, of bricks made from clay 
e~cavated on the site, which shows the resourcefulness of our early 
p10neers. 

RUSH TO GOLD DIGGINGS 

T n J 856 when the rush took place to the Emerald gold diggings, 
the volume of traffic from the Gippsland Road at Dandenong 
followed the bush track along the Eumemmering Creek Valley, 
then o\'er the Muddy and Cardinia Creeks. For years this track 
was called the Old Emerald Road. There were two refreshment 
stopping-places on the route, the first in the south-west corner of 
Mr. Asling's property, the other where the track crossed the Muddy 
Creek, the latter being built out of Egyptian bricks in 1856. The 
first general store was opened by Mr. George Rae on Troup's 
corner and was built out of split slabs on their edges and roofed 
with shingles. 

The house occupied by the late Mr. George Hall, later owned 
by Mrs. D. Morrison, was originally built for Mrs. Webb, mother 
of Mrs. George Rae, Senr., and Mr. S. J. Webb. Then followed the 
house of Mr. Thomas Cox, on the corner occupied for many years 
by Mr. William Randle. Mr. S. E. Winter's house was then 
erected, followed by that of Mr. William Aurisch. The Mechanics' 
Institute was built in 1888. 

WINDSOR NEAREST RAILWAY ST A TION 

In 1868 the nearest railway station was Windsor and the nearest 
post office was Dandenong. Mr. G. Rae was the first Postmaster 
and Mr. R. Morrell, the first mailman. The mail route ran via 
Harkaway to Berwick. In 1878, the railway ran through, and 
hence grew Narre Warren. The new railway made a great difference 
to the district and simplified the marketing of local produce. 
Berwick, which was then known as "The Reserve," had among its 
residents, enterprising and energetic men who established saleyards 
and a market. These were used by settlers living in the neighbour
hood, Melbourne buyers attending the Dandenong Market. 

Messrs. Charles and Henry Smart were the first to plant an 
orchard for market purposes. Mr. -William" Bailey planted one 
some years afterwards, the latter being occupied by Mr. F. G. 
Bailey, and became notable for very fine apples exhibited at the 
Melbourne Royal Show. The homestead on the property was built 
on solid rock. Mr. Edward Asling secured the balance of the square 
extending from the Narre Warren main road to the Logan Park 
Road. For many years Mr. George E. Asling occupied the northern 
portion and Mr. S. E. Winter the central portion. 
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EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

The Chapel erected by the Wesleyans in 1863 was used as a day 
school until the passing of the Education · Act. Previous to 1863, 
religious services were held in different houses, the hymn music 
being supplied by a violin and concertina. 

The first attempt at education was made by Miss Robinson, who 
instructed a few children at her residence. Then Dr. Stephenson 
started a school in a tent and, later, removed the school to a 
two-roomed house nearly opposite Mr. Troup's house. This house 
was afterwards handed over to become the Wesleyan Church and 
school situated on Mornington Road and opened on Monday, 
20th May, 1867. 

In· 1872, the present school, State School No. 1901, was erected 
by the Education Department, the first Departmental Head Teacher 
being Mr. W. H. Wooster. 

On Mr. Charman's "Rock Allan" property, school was held in 
a church hall, the teacher being Mr. Allen. It was this school 
which was transferred to the old Methodist or Wesleyan Chapel, 
and the first teacher was Mr. J. R. M. Ffrost, who officiated as 
head teacher for many years. Education cost one shilling per week 
per pupil. Some parents were unmindful of the advantages of 
education for the children and saved the shilling a week, as 
compulsory education was not then in force. Mr. Ffrost was 
succeeded by Mr. W. Waite. At the State School, Mr. W. H. 
Wooster was succeeded by Mr. Alfred A. Lewis, who taught for a 
long period and was very popular with all. Of those who attended 
the school in 1868, some of the last to survive were Mr. Edward 
Battersby of Granite Grove and Mr. Robert Hart Kerr, J.P., and 
Mr. W. G. a'Beckett, J.P., of "The Grange." 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION 

One of the finest Acts placed on the Statute· Book in 1872 was 
the "Free and Compulsory Education Act." It was sponsored by 
Mr. Wilberforce Stephens. Under this Act, school boards were 
elected by a vote of the ratepayers. The first board elected for the 
Berwick district comprised Messrs. Francis Barr, G. W. Robinson, 
Robrrt Varcoe, Robert Bain and Thomas Henderson. The late 
board consisted of Messrs. S. J. Webb, G. W. Robinson, C. 
Fritzlaff, H. S. Barr and R. H. Kerr, the latter serving for 
twenty-three years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Barr, who came from one of the northern 
counties of England, settled in the district on the "Cleveland" 
property, which was one of the best farms in the area and stretched 
a:way towards Harkaway. He was one of the old identities. On 
the creation of a Road Board in Berwick in 1862, he was one of 
the first members and also .an early Justice of the Peace. When the 
Berwick Shire was created in 1868, he _was duly elected and 
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i·epresenteJ the lkrwick riJing for many years. During his lite
timc, four of his sons became shire councillors. He was a humorous 
and shrewd speaker, a great citizen and very fine type of pioneer. 
His son, Cr. Harry Barr, worked the property for twenty years, 
then sold it with the exception of "The Springs" paddock, to Mr. 
Jack Casey, who in turn sold to Mr. Reg. Kurll. The Springs 
paddock became the property of Cr. Arthur Robinson, J.P. Mr. 
A. H. Barr 1110\'ed to Grassmere and later to the Nccrim district. 

When Mr. W. G. Robinson, as a youth, came to the neighbour
hood with his mother, he settled on the well known property, 
''Hillslcy," named after a town in Gloucestershire, England. He 
had scientific tastes, was a botanist of repute, and worke<l closely 
in association with Baron Ferdinand von Mueller, Director of the 
Botanical Gardens and our most eminent botanist. Mr. Robinson 
was a sun·eyor and civil engineer for the Shire of Berwick. The 
duties were then \'ery arduous, as they entailed an immense amount 
of travelling. over a big .shire, which embraced Fern Tree Gully 
Shire, which formed part of the lkrwick Shire at that time. 
He was also for some time secretary of Berwick, Heidelberg anti 
Fern Tree Gully Shires. Mr. Walton, father of Mrs. G. W. 
Robinson, introduced the hawthorn hedge, one of the charms of 
North Narrc Warren, into the district. He taught the art of 
thorn-setting or layering, as practised in England which, by the 
interlacing of the upper and lower branches, hc<lges were rendered 
cattle and sheep proof. 

In the very early history of Narre Warren North, the Varcoe 
brothers built a two-roomed hut on "Watwillroon." This property 
subsequent! y came into the posesssion of Messrs. Robertson, 
Mortimer, Hamil, Kerr and F. Green in succession. 

In addition, Robert Varcoe secured in 1870, the property now 
held by Mr. Thomas Jones. 

The Firmin family lived at Rockly Park. The reservoir now 
takes up part .of the property. 

The Hall family grew up with the district from the earliest 
times. Mr. George Hall secured his homestead from Mr. J. 
Vaughan, M.L.A., a member of the first State Parliament. The 
house that Mr. Hall built was of blackwood palings. Mr. Hall, 
Senr ., and his son, the late Mr. George Hall, were pioneer bullock 
teamsters with teams of magnificent bullocks who made their own 
roads through the light timber country of the ranges, through to 
Scotty's Creek, now known as Emerald, and its vicinity. There 
was a selection in the ranges called Dobies; on it grew rows of 
raspberry canes ten feet high, which bore tremendous quantities 
of fruit, the forerunner of this class of small fruit cultivation, 
for which that district later became famous. It was along Hall's 
bullock-waggon tracks that raspberry pickers found their way to 
Scotty's Creek, a district also famous for its giant trees, which grew 

98 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

to a height of 200 feet, with a diameter of 15 feet, the rich red 
rnlcanic soil being responsible for the remarkable growth. 

Mr. John Troup, who came from Scotland, secured the contract 
for carting the stone to build the Presbyterian Church at Campbell
field for the Rev. E. Gunn, father of the well known auctioneer, 
Mr. Robert Gunn, and his brother, Mr. Aenas Gunn, Mrs. Aenas 
Gunn being the authoress of "We of the Never Never." 

On securing the Glencairn property, Mr. Troup engaged in 
mixed farming and dairying a very fine herd of Ayrshire cattle. 
Mr. Ackland's property formerly belonged to Mr. Peter Erdmann, 
while Mr. C. Barley's was originally Mr. Playford's and Mr. 
Kennedy's belonged to Messrs Isaacs and Richmond. Mr. John 
Flanagan also owned a property in this vicinity. "The Grange," 
the old country home of the Hon. W. A. C. a'Beckett, M.L.C., J.P., 
was built in 1866. Mr. and Mrs. a'Beckett came to the district in 
J 864 and bought The Grange property from Mr. James Kelly of 
Tyrone, Harkaway. The home was built on a commanding site 
with a beautiful view overlooking the country to Port Phillip Bay. 
Mr. a'Beckett was elected to the Legislative Council for the 
Province and held a ministerial portfolio. He drove his coach
and-four to and from Melbourne. His son, Major H. H. a'Beckett, 
followed his father's example and drove for the Coach-and-four 
Club, when it was approved custom, to the Melbourne Cup. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. G. a'Beckett acquired the Kalora Park 
property from Mr. Meyer, Senr., in part, and part from Mr. 
Harwood. The Kalora Park Cricket Club was founded in 1908 by 
Mr. Harry Walstab, brother of Mrs. \V. G. a'Beckett.. Among the 
first players were Messrs. Charles and Dick Winter; Bill, Harry, 
Matt and Mick Randle. Mr. Randle, Senr., acted as umpire and 
Mr. Fred Rae was a keen supporter. It would appear that from the 
earliest times this district was cricket-minded. As early as 1873 a 
cricket club was formed, at the instigation of Mr. R. H. Kerr 
and Mr. W. H. Wooster. Two bats, stumps, bails and a ball were 
obtained on credit, and no matting was used. The membership 
grew to 15. The notable players of this early team were A. A. 
Lewis, J. Andrews and Immanuel Wanke. Their first victory was 
against Mr. Nash's team of Harkaway, who were dismissed for 
seven runs. They played in a competition which embraced 
Mulgrave, Cranbourne, Garfield, Emerald, Berwick and Maccles
field. In the following generation, the families of the Randles, 
Winters, Aslings and Battersbys, provided a stable cricket eleven. 
The name of the club was changed from Narre Warren to Kalora 
Park Cricket Club, which has upheld the reputation for good 
cricket dating back to a period of over sixty years. 

On Mr. Quick's section, Messrs. Charles and Henry Smart 
planted the first orchard which afterwards became famous. This 
section is now occupied by Mr. G. F. Rae and Mr. E. Asling. 
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Mr. Keeble's house was built of bricks made locally by Mr. 
William Brown. 

Captain Jones and Mr. J. W. Bailey were also pioneer fruit
growers of the district. Mr. J. W. Bailey was also a councillor for 
many years and senior J.P. of the district. 

Messrs. Hampton and Watt, in the early 'sixties, secured the 
700 acres which became the Logan Park subdivision. The well
known Aura property was taken up by Mr. Hamil Kerr in 1869, 
beyond which, at this period, stretched the illimitable bush. Some 
old names identified with Narre Warren North are the Charmans 
and Harbrows, who lived near the corner of Heatherton and 
Hallam roads. The late Mrs. William Randle, Senr., and Mrs. J. 
Paternoster of Berwick were sisters. Early residents on a'Beckett's 
road previous to 1875 were Messrs. Collis, Cox and Battersby, the 
latter having established a home and an orchard about 1870. 
Cr. George Rae's property, "Nexton," is also an old established 
property. The old Erdmann farm dates back to 1865, and was 
later owned by Mr. Henry Weist. 

Before much clearing was effected the low scrub and kangaroo 
grass offered good cover, quail abounded in the district. The 
properties of Messrs F. Bailey, Edward Asling and William Brown 
and Sons were favoured areas with the "game" birds. 

In 1868, Mr. W. G. Robinson of Hillsley had eight acres of 
vines under cultivation. These were of the Tokay variey, so 
named after Tokay, in Hungary, to the north of Budapest. These 
grapes · did particularly well in the district. Mr. Robinson also 
grew a number of exotic trees and plants with success, including 
tea and cork: Of particular interest to botanists is the occurrence 
of the genuine yellow box gum trees growing naturally on the 
Hillsley property. Here and at Lysterfield, the yellow box grows 
farthest south of any trees of that variety in Australia. The nearest 
known trees of that variety were at Richmond, which have long 
since disappeared. His son, Cr. Arthur Robinson, was awarded 
the Wembley Medal for apples sent to the Wembley Exhibition 
and which were grown on the same property. 

THE MECHANICS' INSTITUTE 

At a public meeting held in the Methodist Chapel, on the motion 
of the late Mr. Robert Varcoe, it was decided that a building be 
erected of wattle-and-daub with a shingle roof, and numerous 
subscriptions were offered to this end; however, nothing came of 
it, but a site was secured from the Crown Lands Department. 
In 1887, a committee was formed with Mr. G. W. Robinson as 
president and Mr. A. A. Lewis, hon. sec. and Mr. R. H. Kerr, 
treasurer. Messrs Rae, Robinson and Kerr became guarantors for 
a sum of £300. Tenders were called for the main hall and ante
room and the late Mr. William J. Brown secured the contract. 
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The building was completed in 1888. The opening ceremony was 
performed by the late Hon. L. L. Smith, M.L.A., then member 
for the district. 

It was when Robert Moysey and his father were clearing the 
big peppermint gums off the block of land opposite Tom Jones' 
home, "Tan-y-derwyn," in 1894, that the Forest Devil was first 
used in the district. The method used in much earlier days, before 
the invention of the Forest Devil, to facilitate the clearing of 
heavily timbered country, was done by means of securely fastening 
at one end (the fulcrum) a heavy piece of timber, about the size 
of a telephone pole, in proximity to the tree to be pulled. At the 
other end of the pole was attached a wheel, revolving on an axle 
set in the pole. A chain was then attached from about the middle 
of the pole to well up the tree to give purchase. Four bullocks 
were then yoked to the pole and gave the necessary power to pull 
the tree. This was the method employed in clearing the Buchanan's 
(Beaumont's) and Wilson's properties at Berwick. 

The formation of the North Narre \Varren Tennis Club was 
largely due to Mrs. L. W. Schneider, Miss Ada Asling, as she 
then was, ably assisted by a voluntary community effort, in which 
Mr. Alfred Robinson, Miss Alys Marsden (Mrs. Harold Randle) 
and Miss Alice Bulman (Mrs. Mason) rendered very real service. 
The work of the pavilion and the court were ably carried out by 
Mr. Cari Fritzlaff and Mr. Alexa11der Nicol of Harkaway, and 
Mr. J. Wallis. Mr. W. G. a'Beckett was appointed president, 
Mr. Harry Walstab, hon. sec., and Mr. R. H. Kerr, treasurer. 

Mr. J. Wallis was an early experimenter in the invention of the 
autogyro. 

Of natural features, Narr:e Warren North has several of interest. 
Situated on the Sugarloaf Hill about a mile distant from the 
recreation ground, is the "swinging rock." This is of a peculiar 
formation, one rock being superimposed on another with a third 
as a base underground. The two rocks above ground, swing 
together and all attempts to dislodge them or disturb their balance, 
fail. 

The district possesses several springs of sparkling, palatable 
mineral water. 

To geologists, and also of general interest, is the spectacular 
natural phenomenon which occurs in Cr. George Rae's property, 
of columnar basalt. This was the subject of a very interesting 
illustrated article in "Wild Life" magazine of June, 1943, by Mr. 
Crosbie Morrison. "Dr. A. V. G. James, the recognised authority 
on the volcanic rock formations of Victoria, sets out that the rock 
of which this is composed was once molten lava pouring from 
some ancient volcano, long extinct. Volcanic lavas, on cooling, 
assume many different forms, and sometimes the flow of lava has 
remained intact and very thick. The evidence is that this was once 
a thick lava flow which extended over Narre Warren and away 
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beyond Berwick. As it cooled it formed a solid crust above, 
beneath, and at the sides and ends of the mass. Solid rock being a 
poor conductor of heat, the interior cools slowly once the initial 
crust has been formed. The outer crust, as it cools, tends to 
contract, but is not flexible. As it contracts, something has to 
give way and the rock, being fine-grained and homogeneous, the 
stresses are distributed evenly through it, so that when it finally 
gives way, the cracks occur at regular distances in every direction, 
the final result being, when all the rock is hardened and cooled, 
a series of hexagonal columns, not all vertical, but extending from 
the periphery of the molten mass and meeting at the centre." 

The Nam: Warren North example belongs to the older basalt 
series of formation in Victoria of the Lower Tertiary Age. The 
same formation occurs at the Giant's Causeway, Northern Ireland, 
the Tesselated Pavement and Organ Pipes of Southern Tasmania, 
and the Organ Pipes of Sydenham, Victoria-thus Narre Warren 
North has a formation of uncommon interest. 

Of its earlier public men, the late Cr. R. H. Kerr, J.P., many 
times president of the Fren Tree Gully Shire, served the district 
with marked ability and distinction. 

An early resident on the south side of Narre Warren was 
Cr. Hanley, who rendered valuable public service to the shire as 
one of the Berwick riding representatives. He was the father of 
Mr. Chris. Hanley, who was an early pupil of Berwick State school. 
Cr. Hanley came to Victoria in 1851 and bought the Narre Warren 
property without having seen it, taking it up on what was then 
known as a Crown Grant. Cr. Hanley was a member of the old 
Roads Board and was contemporary with Crs. Edward Dore and 
Charles Souter. 

Narre Warren North, nestling in the foothills of the Dandenong 
Ranges, removed from either a railway or a highway, is a peaceful, 
beautiful countryside. It does, however lie on the crossroads 
connecting many outlying places, and serves as a connecting link, 
without recourse to main thoroughfares, between Berwick, Fern 
Tree Gully, Harkaway, Lysterfield, Belgrave, Dandenong and 
Emerald and neighbouring districts in their proximity. These 
byways add to the charm of this picturesque locality. 
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UPPER BEACONSFIELD 
Compiled by R. H. HUGHES, J.P. 

Upper Beaconsfield was originally a sheep run rented from 
the Government· by Messrs. Bourke and Neville. As in so many 
other districts in Australia generally, the gold miners were the 
early invaders. They commenced the conquest of the Upper 
Beaconsfield ranges even before the Bendigo Goldfields were 
opened. Their rewards, however, were small. The timber getters 
quickly followed as many a mighty butt with the marks of axe 
and wedge still remain to show. 

In later days, Pinus insignis, of which the land with its strata of 
ironstone beneath the surface is apparently very suitable, supplies 
most of the marketable timber. In 1947 the first public auction 
of a plantation of pine trees took place on the property of Mr. 
C. A. Harris. lt consisted of a lot of 40 standing trees and a 
plantation of 6000 trees planted in 1920. Incidentally, this was in 
the period of fixed prices and the sale at which were present some 
50 prospective buyers was .held up by the claim of one present 
that an auction was illegal owing to prices being pegged. This 
claim was afterwards found to be unfounded, thus settling a point 
of then serious interest. Mr. Harris, to whom we refer, later on 
donated a valuable area of trees to the Berwick branch of the 
R.S.S:A.I.L.A. 

With the activities of the miners and timber getters and the 
clearing of the track from Beaconsfield via Upper Beaconsfield 
to Woods Point by the enterprising Mrs. Bowman, settlement of 
the hills progressed rapidly. Orchards were planted in various parts 
and soon also the district became famed for its charming scenery 
and healthy air.. 

By 1889 the Upper Beaconsfield Progressive League had been 
iormed, the committee consisting of Mr. R. Noble (chairman) 
and Messrs. W. H. Goff, A. S. Robertson, T. C. Mackley, J. Hollow, 
J. Sykes and J. Kerwin as members, with Mc F. Cecil Browne 
as hon. secretary. The booklet they issued in that year ( now 
unfortunately out of print) testifies to their local pride. It contains 
;1 fine piece of descriptive writing by Mr. T. C. Mackley (to whom 
we will refer later), and the Rev. Erasmus James Wilson (also 
referred to later) contributed a scholarly article on the Upper 
Beaconsfield gullies and their beautiful native flora. An article 
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by the late Julian Thomas ("The Vagabond") originally published 
in "The Argus" praising the beauty of the hills and the extensive 
views obtained therefrom is also quoted in full, as are letters from 
such well known contemporary doctors as Dr. F. M. Herricks, 
Dr. Davenport, Dr. Halford, Dr. Teague and Dr. Iredell all 
recommending the Upper Beaconsfield hills as being ideally suited 
for invalids. 

From perusal of this booklet ( for the loan of which we are 
indebted to the well-known writer, Mr. Bernard Cronin), and 
from notes made by the late Dr. Arthur South, we have compiled 
the following, which we hope will be of some interest to this 
generation:-

The late Dr. Arthur South, whose notes we refer to, was the 
grandson of an early pioneer who landed in Melbourne in 1835. 
In 1888, being then a boy of 15, he came with his mother to live 
in Upper Beaconsfield. He had a very retentive memory and at 
the suggestion of his friend, Mr. Bernard Cronin, he later in life 
wrote dowh what he could remember of the early homes and their 
now shadowy occupants. 

Reference has already been made to Mount Misery which over
looks the Cardinia Valley and the present highway into Gippsland. 
Dr. South states that Sir John Franklin, who, when a midshipman, 
had climbed Arthur's Seat with Flinders in 1803, borrowed horses 
and drays from Mr. Latrobe in the early 1840's and with a small 
party of which Dr. South's grandfather was one, set out to try and 
find a Northern track to the McMillan country. They kept close 
to the foot of the hills and to the North of the ti-tree and swamps 
which covered the plain to the South. Passing the foot of Mount 
Misery and leaving the hills on their left, they eventually came 
out into the Traralgon country. Traffic followed along the blazed 
track which the road known later as the "Old Melbourne Road" 
more or less followed. Although at this date we have been unable 
to find any official record of the above expedition, we consider 
that the account of Dr. South, whose close relative was involved, 
is J.Jndoubtedly correct. 

Leaving the site of Gardiner's homestead as described in previous 
pages, on the left, the main road to Upper Beaconsfield climbs up 
the first hill now known as Guy's Hill but once known as 
Commin's Hill after an early settler. Still earlier, for some reason 
not disclosed in Dr. South's notes, it was known by the suggestive 
name of "Inebriates' Hill." Passing the farms owned by members 
of the Barnes family and other residents, we come to "Staverton" 
now owned by Mr. Margetts and previously owned by the Misses 
McLean. Mr. 'Joseph Hollow was the original owner. He came 
from Cornwall to Portland and overlanded via Stawell. He called 
his home "Alpinia," and like his successors, was a keen gardener. 

A little further up the hill lived Mrs. South with her son 
Arthur, on the site where the late Cr. McBride had his home-
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Charing Cross (Upper Beaconsfield), 1898. Mr. Boss Shorthouse's house and Royal Mail coach waiting room on right 
Photograph by courtesy of Mr. Bernard Cronin~ 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

Parliamentary party at Beaconsfield about 1890 on preliminary inspection prior to the construction of the narrow gauge railway 
to Gembrook. 

From left (standing) Hon . D. Melville (1st); Hon. T. Bent, Premier of Victoria <4th); J. Reed, Esq. , Secretary of Lands (6th ); 
Hon. J . Buchanan (7th). Group also includes Dr. L. L. Smith, Hon. Cameron Isaacs, Trenwith, J. S. White. 

Photograph hy courtesy of Mr. N. E. Beaumont, Berwick. 
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now occupied by Brigadier Dawson. Cr. McBride's good work 
in the Council will leave its mark for many years to come. 

Above them was the Rushall's property-a fine family with wide 
interest in Prell & Co., and pastoral properties in Western 
Australia. Mr. Martell was a subsequent purchaser of this attractive 
home. Opposite, on another fine site commanding an extensive 
view, was "Ben Eay," owned by the McKenzie family. Mrs. 
McKenzie was a Miss Pike, daughter of one of the early overlanders 
from Sydney to Melbourne. In later days the property was the 
home of the late Mr. Brumley who had extensive interests in the 
Western District. 

Further up and around the corner of "Charing Cross" is the 
landmark "Salisbury House" built by Mrs. Georgina Craik in 1888. 
Mrs. Craik was the daughter of an officer on Queen Victoria's 
yacht "Victoria and Albert." First known as "Kincraik," it was 
later leased to the Misses Hedrick who changed the name to 
Salisbury House. They were nieces of Dr. Bryden who was the 
sole survivor of a small British army destroyed by the Afghans 
in the first Afghan war. 

Below Salisbury House is "Casely'' originally built and owned 
by the Elms family whose tenant for some years was the Rev. 
Erasmus James Wilson, previously referred to, a widely esteemed 
resident who conducted, a school for the then younger -.generation. 
The Misses Elms sold to Mr. R. H. Hughes who subsequ1m~ly sold 
to the present owner, Mrs. Jack. Mr. Bernard Cronin, wr-iting in 
"The Age" some years ago on the fascination · which the old 
Beaconsfield Upper homes with their panoramic views had for him, 
related that many a famous cricketer including Stoddart, captain 
of an English Test team, and brilliant Harry Graham visited the 
hills and that as a small boy he engaged in a brief game of cricket 
on the old gravel drive at Casely with Hugh Trumble doing the 
bowling at the kerosene-tin wicket and Mr. Warren Kerr, Chair
man of the Savings Bank Commissioners, doing fine work in the 
slips! 

"Windarra" adjoining on the east has since been burnt down 
and only its panoramic view and the remnants of a glorious garden 
remain. The garden had originally been laid out by Mr. Guilfoyle. 
The house was built by Professor Halford who called it St. George's 
Hill. In 1890 he sold it to Mr. Hicks, a wool buyer, and subsequent 
occupiers included the McArdell family. Mr. McArdell was a 
mining expert with interests in the Ivanhoe Mine, W.A., and 
Mrs. McArdell is described as a stately, generous lady and a popular 
hostess to many friends. 

The first turn-off to the right going east from "Windarra" led 
to "Rosemont," occupied in the early days by the Tweedles family, 
and close to "Rosemont," but in Telegraph Road is a house occu
pied in later days by one of a noted family in the person of 
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the late Mr. La Touche Armstrong, former Chief Librarian of the 
Melbourne Public Library. One of his brothers was the Bishop of 
Wangaratta and another, the late Mr. E. J. Armstrong, was at 
the time of his retirement in 1934, in control of the Elizabeth 
Street branch of the State Savings Bank of Victoria, the biggest 
branch of the Bank. 

Proceeding southwards from "Rosemont" the road passes 
''Fasifern" once occupied by Mr. Crouche and later by Mr. Roy 
Walker. Beyond "Fasifern" was the home of Mr. T. C. Mackley, 
whom we have previously mentioned. He was a solicitor from 
England. His wife died on Christmas Day, 1897, and soon after 
he sold his home to Mr. Colles of the well-known legal firm of 
Willan and Colles. We then come to the home now occupied by 
Mr. D. J. Fullerton. Its early owner was Mr. Richard Noble, 
who came from Bath in England and was a brother-in-law of Mr. 
T. C. Mackley. Later owners of this property included the parents 
of Mr. Ken. Hudson, Mrs. Potter from Tasmania, and Mr. and 
Mrs. John Chirnside, all now deceased. 

At the end of the road was the home of Mr. E. J. a'Beckett, 
former Registrar of the University of Melbourne. Mrs. a'Beckett, 
whose maiden name was Deodata Bourke, was once Melbourne's 
reigning beauty. The family still own their old home-once the 
scene of high spirits and gay entertainment. 

About one mile to the south-east lived "Architect" Smith, so 
called to distinguish him from the family of Dr. L. L. Smith 
who entered the second Parliament of Victoria in 1856, representing 
the district for many years. His son, Sir Harold Gengault Smith, 
a former Lord Mayor of Melbourne, still has interests in Beacons
field and is an equally well-known figure. The frequent companion 
of "Architect" Smith was an astonishingly able comedian from 
America named Snazelle, who wrote the world-famous "How 
Bill Adams Won the Battle of Waterloo." He would give his 
services free at any local entertainment and was apparently out
standing as a comedian. 

Turning down Telegraph Road to the south-west lies the 
picturesque property of Mr. William Lang, an old and esteemed 
resident. Mr. Lang was for many years employed by James 
McEwan and Co. of Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. He would 
regularly ride a bicycle from his present home to catch the early 
train- from Beaconsfield and so regular was he in all weathers that 
-wireless being in its infancy-residents declared that they set 
their clocks by the time of his passing. His property was originally 
owned by Dr. Blair. It was well prospected by gold miners but 
without much success. Mining shafts still remain, one of which 
serves as a water supply for his orchard, now well established. 
A magnificent cork tree is situated in his garden and is a splendid 
specimen of its kind, of great height and spread of branches. 

106 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

On the opposite side of the road are the well improved prop_erties 
of first Mr. W. Buckleigh and then that of the Barnes family, 
picturesque with their green pastures and background of hills. 

Returning back to the east and past the "Big House" already 
referred to, and still owned by the late Judge Bevan's family, we 
pass the property formerly owned by Captain Griffin and which 
is now in the ownership of Dr. Darling. Headmaster of Geelong 
Grammar School. From there the Officer Road leads past "Yuulong" 
(formerly called "Bosworth") now belonging to Mr. T. B. Guest. 
In the early days it was occupied by Mr. Alexander Sanderson 
Robertson. He was said to be some relation of W. E. Gladstone. 
With a partner named Porter he ha<l built part of the Melbourne 
to Sandridge (Port Melbourne) railway line for the Hobson's Bay 
Railway Company; also portion of the Melbourne to Bendigo line. 
His frequent visitor was Mr. William Elsden, who had built some 
early Egyptian railways. Subsequent occupiers of Yuulong included 
Sir George Knox, Speaker of the Victorian Legislative Assembly, 
and also a branch of the Cordner family, so well known in the 
sporting and medical worlds. 

At Split Rock was the home of Mr. Thomas Clement Hill Fisher, 
well educated and a former cycling champion. Beyond lived the 
Dales, two brothers with an adopted daughter. An elder brother 
is said to have made a fortune in Manchester and to have inherited 
a baronetcy. With no male heirs, the title eventually lapsed. The 
Dale brothers sold to Mr. Galsworthy and then built a home in 
St. George's Road near Charing Cross. 

Further to the east was "The Towers" built by Mr. Kitchen, 
and to the north was "Louisville," the property of Dr. L. L. Smith. 
It was probably one of Victoria's first "pre-fabs," as it was brought 
from England in sections by the late Dr. L. L. Smith about 80 
years ago, in the days of the old sailing ships. Later known as 
"Bimbimbi," the home of Mr. P. Clancey, it was completely 
destroyed by fire in February, 1959. This property was also in 
the ownership of Mr. John Bruce, son of the noted authoress, 
Mary Grant Bruce. 

Now turning to the west from Salisbury House along St. George's 
Road, we leave the picturesquely situated Church of England on 
our left. It was built in I 924 by Mr. Hans Glissmann. In the 
church is a tablet to the memory of Mrs. F. Cecil Browne, who 
was the church organist for many years. Mrs. Browne was previously 
Mrs. Cronin, and was the mother of Mr. Bernard Cronin. She 
<lied at Purley, England, in 1934. Other tablets in the church are 
one to the memory of Dr. William Elliot Drake, M.A., M.B., 
erected in 1923, and another to that of Rev. Alfred James Cole, 
who was vicar of the parish from 1903 to 1932. Nearly opposite 
the church is the home of Mr. Claude A. Harris, whom we have 
already mentioned. He is a former shire president and a well
known public figure. 
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The home of the Glissmann family adjoins. John Glissmann was 
a seafaring man who came from Heligoland in the early 'seventies. 
Heligoland was then a British possession and John was therefore 
a British subject. His wife came from Ireland. He took up '600 
acres near Radcliff's Bridge over the Cardinia Creek on the road 
to Narre Warren, and established an orchard. The land was 
eventually sold to Mr. Ferdinand Finge and we understand that 
Messrs. Wieland, Beck, Begg and Wills-Cook each now hold part 
of the original selection. John Glissmann had two sons, David and 
Hans, and one daughter, Elizabeth, who married Mr. Carl Petersen 
(who kept the Beaconsfield Post Office for some years). The late 
Mr. Hans Glissmann was a carpenter and built the present home. 
The late Mrs. Hans Glissmann was Miss Audsley before her 
marriage and taught in a tiny school near Stony Creek, below 
the present Pine Grove Hotel. Dr. South's notes state that her 
successor was Mr. Bob Elcoate and that he was lost overboard 
from the steamer "Pateena" in Bass Strait about the year 1901. Miss 
Glissmann, a daughter of Mr. Hans Glissmann, still occupies the 
old home. Her brother Jack inherited the seafaring tastes of his 
grandfather and served with the Navy during the War. Mrs. 
Claude A. Harris is another sister. 

Adjoining the home of the Glissmann family lives another highly 
esteemed resident in the person of Mrs. Francis whose late husband, 
Mr. Rawson Francis, was the Managing Director of Duerdin and 
Sainsbury. He bought the property from Mrs. Walter Thomson 
in 1900. Mrs Thomson is described by Dr. South as a vivid talker 
and a splendid pianist. She had travelled the world and her 
marriage to Walter Thomson, a son of Dr. ,villiam Thomson, 
who had come to Australia in the early 1850's as a ship's surgeon, 
sounds a romantic affair as it was celebrated at 5 a.m. on the 5th 
November, 1894, by the Rev. Erasmus James Wilsori, to whom we 
have already referred. The bridegroom had been ill and an urgent 
appointment with a Melbourne specialist seems to have been the 
reason for the early celebration. 

Further along St. George's Road but on the opposite side is 
"Applecross," the attractive home of Cr. Kilvington, and adjoining 
is the residence of Mr. Robert Funnell-both well-known through
out the Beaconsfield and Berwick ridings of the shire. Still further 
along is "Amesfield Park," of which the Pegler family was the 
original owner. Subsequent owners included Dr. Drake, Major 
Campbell, Mr. Ogden from the United States, Commander 
McKenzie and now Mrs. Harold Stott. 

On the opposite side again is "Runnymede," a former well-known 
guest house, and adjoining it is "Harpfields," still occupied by 
members of the Goff family. The late Mr. W. H. Goff, Senr., was 
born in Roscommon, Ireland, and graduated at Trinity College, 
Dublin. He came to Australia in the early days and founded 
All Saints' Grammar School, St. Kilda, of which he was the first 
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Principal. "Harpfields," built in 1879, was his country home. He 
was a prominent public figure and a former President of the Shire. 
He was largely instrumental in building the local hall and in 
securing the present site of the future Church of England. He 
was succeeded by his son, the late W. H. Goff, who was a director 
of the well-known wholesale jewellers, Willis and Sons Ltd., and 
was associated with Upper Beaconsfield for 80 years. Two daughters 
and one son survive him, the latter being manager for New South 
Wales of the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Co. Ltd. 

Close to "Amesfield Park" and on the same side of the road is 
"Fernacre" where Mr. Bernard Cronin spent his boyhood years 
before he successfully entered into the fields of journalism. The 
property has changed hands several times since then. Further along 
is "Glenbervie," the picturesque home of two esteemed residents 
in Mr. and Mrs. Colin Wright, the former being a Justice of the 
Peace and veteran of the First World War. 

Leaving the attractive homes of a more modern type scattered 
along St. George's Road and its environs to some future historian, 
we can return to Charing Cross and proceed north along the old 
Emerald Road past the picturesque Pine Grove Hotel, where the 
road continues across Stony Creek, and past the modern golf links. 
The home and orchard property of the well-known Knapton family 
is in the vicinity and turning to the left is the farming property 
once belonging to the late Dr. McArthur of a noted Western 
District family. . 

Before cro$sing Stony Creek and near the Pine Grove Hotel is 
another road turning to the left where a signpost proclaims it to be 
Alber Road but which should read Albers Road, this being the 
correct name of the early resident after whom the road is named. 
This road leaves the property of the Thomson family on the left 
and then proceds along a beautiful avenue of bush timber to an 
interesting locality where a little conclave of related families have 
their attractive homes surrounded by the native forest. These 
families include those of two distinguished soldiers in General 
Morris and his brother-in-law, the late General Foott. The home 
of the former was established about 1884 by his father the late 
Mr. W. E. Morris, who was Diocesan Registrar of the Church of 
England. It was here that the various members of his family spent 
many of their early days. One of them was Canon Morris, who 
founded and was the first Headmaster of one of Queensland's 
leading schools, namely Brisbane Church of England Grammar 
School, now familiarly and affectionately known throughout 
Queensland as "Churchie." Close by are further members of this 
little conclave, namely Rev. E. V. Wade, at one time Principal 
of Ridley College, and not far away live Mr. and Mrs. Clive Colles. 
Mr. Colles is a veteran of two Jwars. His mother, Mrs. James 
Colles, was formerly Miss Cecile Sophia Dana, daughter of Captain 
Pulteney Dana. commandant of Victoria's first Native Police Force. 
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Mrs. C. Calles, formerly Miss Morris and a sister of General Morris, 
at one time assiste<l her sisters in the foun<ling of Merton Hall, 
now known as the Melbourne Church of England Girls' Grammar 
School. 

We should like to continue our progress in the surrounding 
locality past the well tille<l orchards of Messrs. Begg, Hamilton and 
others and towar<ls Radcliff's Bridge an<l the modern home of 
Mr. F. Wieland, but we have now come to the end of the "short 
and si1nple annals" of the past. These arc taken from th~ 1899 
Guide Book and from the notes available from the late Dr. Arthur 
South. In conclusion we will ad<l some brief notes derived from 
the recollections of Mr. William Lang, to whom we have already 
referred. 

The original store, of which now no signs remain, was situate<l 
opposite the present Soldiers' Memorial Stone and early store
keepers were Mr. Kerwin, Mr. Marsh, Mr. Kriss and Mr. Wilson. 
In later days the store was situated about 100 yards east of the 
present Post Office and was kept by Mr. Nathan. He later pulled 
it <lown and built the present store now ownc<l by Mr. Loveridge. 

Transport from Beaconsfield was in the han<ls of the Shorthousc 
brothers and was frequently in the form of four-in-hands. They 
were good drivers and skillful horsemen. 

Early bullock teamsters were Messrs. Slasher, Mailer, Horsewood 
and McNaughton. Messrs. Jim, Ned and Frank Richardson 
delivered the meat supply each week from Berwick and drove a 
fine pair of black hors'es. The same two black horses were also 
made available in the /services of Mr. John Grant, undertaker for 
Berwick district for many years. They were used to draw the 
hearse for funerals. 

Brea<l was delivere<l from Berwick by Mr. Swallow in a cart 
with an outrigger attached to provide extra horsepower to sur
mount the hills. 

Another early family mentioned by Mr. Lang is the Beattie family 
who lived near the Pine Grove Hotel. To present day usage and 
before the advent of the universal use of engines their method of 
cutting firewood would seem unique. They employed a horse 
works similar to which chaffcutting was carried out in those 
days. Two horses moved around in a circle, each attached to an 
end of a horizontal iron arm which was pivoted in the centre 
and rotated. This in turn transmitted power by a geared shaft 
which turned a pulley to a belt-driven circular saw. In this manner 
the sawing was <lone by horse power. 

Cr. Jessy and Mr. Albert Sykes selected the land later in the 
ownership of Dr. McArthur. Cr. Sykes of Yorkshire, England, 
lived for a time at Maffra and Cockatoo and later acquired the 
Pine Grove Hotel property. He financed the revival of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Cricket Club. 
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Mr. Walford was an early owner of the property near Split Rock, 
formerly owned by the late Mr. Howard Smith, and now owned 
hy Mr. Nelson. Mr. Schipalius and family were also early residents 
in the district. 

We now conclude our notes on Upper Beaconsfield with apologies 
for the "Errors and Omissions Excepted." We hope that there are 
few of the former and that old and new residents who may peruse 
these notes will recognise that the latter is unavoidable in a resume 
of this kin<l. 

Ill 
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BEACONSFIELD 
(From notes supplied by the late Dr. Arthur South, and compiled 

by N. E. Beaumont) 

In 1881 a deputation consisting of Dr. L. L. Smith, M.L.A., 
Professor Billing Halford, Messrs. William Goff, T. T. a'Beckett, 
W. A. C. a'Beckett, Wm. Brisbane, waited on the Minister for 
Railways to request a station at the Cardinia Creek crossing. 
Disraeli (Lord Beaconsfield), 1804-1881, had died the day the 
deputation attended, and so it was suggested that the name 
Beaconsfield be given to the propose<l new station. Thus Beacons
field got its name! It is suggested that the district was known 
as Beaconsfield previous to this date. There can be little doubt, 
however, that the district took its name from Lord Beaconsfield, 
who was a world figure and the foremost statesman of his day, 
and at a time when the settlement of this district was taking place. 

Bowman's Inn was known as the Gippsland Hotel and the 
Cardinia Creek came to be called the boundary of Gi ppsland. 
The land around the hotel was the pastoral lease of Panty Gum 
Gum. After the gold rush of 1851 a small township grew up in 
this vicinity. Mrs. Bowman, after the death of her husband, 
carried on the hotel. She was an enterprising and courageous 
woman. 

About the time the gold rush to Wood's Point had set in, Mrs. 
Bowman, at her own expense and out of her savings, employed 
men to make a track from Beaconsfield to link up with the Yarra 
track leading into Wood's Point, thus providing a new approach 
to the gold diggings. Her enterprise acquired for her business the 
custom of many gold diggers, who availed themselves of the new 
route, which could be traversed either on foot or horseback. The 
track led from the hotel yard, up the ridge to the south side of 
Mount Misery, thence on its east side, approximating the present 
O'Neil's or Hugdenden Road, past the late Miss Ada Armytage's 
"Holm Park" garden, to the summit, north along the ridge crossing 
Telegraph Road, and passing on the south side of Quarry Hill, 
Beaconsfield Upper, thence for many miles through the bush, 
north-east. 

When the Government eventually cut a track Yia Launching 
Place, Mrs. Bowman was paid £500 compensation, notwithstand
ing the business which had accrued from the track whilst in use 
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Souter's Gippsland Hotel, Cardinia Creek (Beaconsfield ), 1860 
F1rorn a water colour by courtesy or Mr. John Ad amson , Beaconsfield. 
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J. Kerwin (pick over shoulder), W. Holt, J. Harbour, Mrs. Miller, and niece of Mr. and Mrs. Cameron outside Bush Inn Hotel, 
(Cardinia Park Hotel). Beaconsfield 

Photograph by cour tesy of Mr. Alf Harbour. Beaconsfield. 
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meantime. Diggers also came down from Wood's Point through 
the bush to the diggings at Crossover and down to Pakenham 
where there was good accommodation at Mrs. Bourke's hotel on 
the Toomuc Creek. Mrs. Bowman was followed by Mrs. Souter. 
The name Gippsland Hotel was changed as the Bunyip River had 
been proclaimed the official boundary of Gippsland. 

By 1860 the land between the Cardinia and Toomuc Creeks 
had been reserved for sawmilling purposes. 

Mount Misery was also known as Mount Carney, Mr. Carney, 
senior, being a very early settler, resident at the foot of the mount. 
The name of Mount Misery was given owing to the light nature 
of the soil, growing sparse herbage for grazing purposes, but 
which later was found to be very suitable orchard growing country, 
developing fine apple and lemon orchards. 

The existing stables at the rear of the present Central Hotel, 
Beaconsfield, are the original stables of Cobb and Co., the earlier 
shingle roof of which was replaced with iron by Messrs. Adamson 
Bros. about fifty years ago. The old bar faced north and was just 
across the yard opposite the stables, conveniently situated when the 
coach arrived. It was a changing-over station for the coaches. 

In 1867 gold was found in Hunted Gully, so named on account 
of the number of kangaroos which abounded in the locality of 
Milne's or Miller's Flat, which approximates the farmlands about 
Quamby Road. The name Hunted Gully later developed into the 
misnamed Haunted Gully, as it now stands. 

On the ridge of the range above Beaconsfield a Melbourne 
financier, Mr. Ramsden, built a beautiful home. When his only 
son was killed by a fall from a horse in 1884 he offered it to the 
Government as a country seat for the Victorian State Governor, 
but the Government of the day decided on the Macedon home. 
Later Mr. Ramsden sold it to Mrs. C. B. Armytage, when it 
became "Holm Park"-the home which stands out prominently 
on the mount, now in the ownership of Mr. D. Copeland. 

The first bridge across the Cardinia Creek was built of squared 
timber by Mr. Bolduan, senior, and a ship's carpenter, Mr. Jones. 
It was later replaced by a bridge built by Mr. Henry Bruhn. 
Mr. Bolduan, senior, also made bricks for Mrs. C. B. Armytage's 
"Holm Park" home. 

It is sometimes wondered why the telegraph wires to Beacons
field Upper follow the old back road of steep grades, lying to the 
east of the present direct main bitumen road to Upper Beaconsfield. 
In the earliest days Mrs. Saunders built a boarding-house, which 
was afterwards licensed and known as Beaconsfield House or "Big 
House Hotel." The licence was held by Mr. Wilkins later but 
finally lapsed. Soon afterwards it was made a post office and a 
telegraph operator was installed. The line came up The Telegraph 
Road, the direct way to where the post office was then situated 
and met and cut Bowman's Track. The post office was later 
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transferred to a more central pos1t10n and the Rev. Llewelyn D. 
Bevan, D.D., bought the property. The telegraph wires were left 
on the old road but diYerted to the new office, on reaching Upper 
Beaconsfield. 

In 1867 Queen Victoria's second son, Prince Alfred, Duke of 
Edinburgh, visited Australia in command of H.M.S. "Galatea." The 
Royal visitor remained over a month in Victoria and was right 
royally feted. So well pleased was he with his experiences that 
a little over twelve months later in 1869 he returned in his frigate 
and paid a second visit to Victoria. This second visit was more 
in the nature of one of personal relaxation rather than an organised 
Royal visit. On the second occasion the Duke visited our district 
and stayed at Bowman's Inn, Cardinia Creek (Beaconsfield). The 
Government built and furnished an additional two rooms and for 
a period the hotel became a Royal residence. Messrs. J. and G. 
Adamson of Beaconsfield when dismantling the old hotel remem
bered the additional two rooms which faced east as being of much 
better construction, having a slate roof, hand-made brick walls, 
and with an embellishment on the outside wall which denoted 
Government expenditure of a more lavish nature and in marked 
contrast to the wattle-and-daub of the earlier construction of the 
old building. The hotel, "Bowman's Inn," was taken over and 
staffed by members of the ship's company of H.M.S. "Galatea," 
and the Duke was said to have thoroughly enjoyed his stay in 
the district. 

Mr. Geordie Craik and twelve other men organised a kangaroo 
hunt and a big number of kangaroos were put up on Miller's Flat, 
Hunted Gully, Beaconsfield. The Duke rode out with an escort 
of two mounted men on either side in support. Great rejoicings 
also took place in Dandenong on the occasion of the Duke of 
Edinburgh's visit when a bullock was roasted on a spit in Lonsdale 
Street, Dandenong, on the spot where the Town Hall and Post 
Office now stand, then a wooded vacant triangular allotment. 

On the occasion of the Duke's official visit to Victoria a medal 
was struck to commemorate the event showing the Duke's likeness 
on the obverse and H.M.S. "Galatea" on the reverse. A resident of 
Beaconsfield still has one of these medals in his possession. It 
shows the likeness of a young man, in appearance much like the 
Duke of Windsor, when as H.R.H. Edward Prince of Wales he 
visited Australia. 

Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, married a Grand Duchess of Russia, 
daughter of Alexander II. He succeeded his paternal uncle as 
Duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha and remained in Germany until his 
death in 1901. From this Edinburgh descended Carol of Roumania, 
the Great Lover, his son Michael deposed. Elizabeth ex Queen of 
Greece, Marie ex Queen of Yugoslavia and her son Peter, deposed 
King. One of his daughters became Princess of Hohenloke
Lawgenburg, mother-in-law to the former Princess Margaret of 
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A wallaby and kangaroo hunt with stag and greyhounds at Beaconsfield 
Photograph by courtesy of Mrs. Sykes, Beaconsfield. 
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" BURR HILL" BERWICK 
Home of Hon . James Buchanan M. L. C. 
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Greece, sister of the present Duke of Edinburgh. - "Women's 
Mirror," 1st September, 1948. 

Mr. Alf. Harbour, representative of a very old and large 
Beaconsfield family of seven sons and eight daughters, has seen 
many changes take place in around the district. He writes:-

"For many years the Beaconsfield district was a principal source 
of supply for sand which was dug out of innumerable sand deposits 
laid down in bygone ages by the Cardinia Creek in its many 
changes of course. The sand was carted by horse7drawn drays, 
of which there were as many as twenty employed, to a sand and 
sawmill siding at the railway station. The passenger traffic was also 
very considerable, as many as three hundred people arriving in 
one day. They were mostly en route to Upper Beaconsfield, to 
where they were transported in four-in-hand drags, which met all 
trains. This service, which was maintained by Mr. Boss Shorthouse, 
also carried the Royal Mail. In even earlier days it is interesting 
to note that the population of Beaconsfield exceeded that of Berwick, 
no doubt due to the gold mining activities carried on in Beacons
field. The number of inhabitants, according to Licensing Court 
figures in 1890, were for Beaconsfield 2190, and for Berwick 1050, 
and in 1894 Beaconsfield had 1740 inhabitants and Berwick 990. 
There were at that time two hotels in Beaconsfield as at present, 
and two hotels in Upper Bea_consfield, the latter being the Pine 
Grove Hotel and Beaconsfield House hotel, and one Colonial 
Wine Licence, granted to Mr. James Kirwin. Mr. Lohan was 
an early school-teacher who had sixty pupils. The school had only 
one room but it was used also as a Church and for concerts and 
dancing. In the paddock adjoining the hotel, now subdivided into 
building blocks, was the racecourse, where for many years race 
meetings were conducted and it was also used as a training track. 
The late Mr. Jack Holt trained many good horses there including 
the good mare Carette, a winner of the Standiish Handicap. The 
country was heavily timbered on both sides of the road, along which 
big numbers of cattle, sheep and pigs were moved in mobs, the 
pigs sometimes having been induced to travel by dropping a trail 
of maize ahead of them. On occasions these mobs of livestock 
would remain for days grazing and resting in the proximity, and 
watering at the Cardinia Creek. Periodically Indian hawkers came 
around the district and sold their wares and apparel to the local 
populace. Their stock was carried either by pack-horse or waggon
ette. The gold mining was carried out in the gullies named May
fields, Walkers, Sailors and Haunted Gullies. An explanation of 
the latter being so named was said to be due to a miner when 
drunk wandering about the bush in the nude, and appearing 
ghost-like to his mates who were more or less in a similar condition 
of inebriation. 

This gully was selected by the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission of Victoria as the site for the present-day reservoir. 

l 15 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

A levy bank was constructed at the southern end and in the first 
instance the waters of the Toomuc Creek were introduced by open 
water channel. This tapping was made in 1916 to serve the Flinders 
Naval Base. The Toomuc Creek supply was later discontinued 
when the natural flow of waters of the Upper Bunyip River was 
introduced in 1925-26. After the second World War the natural 
flow of the Tarago River, from which water is diverted, was brought 
in by the construction of a weir on the Tarago River near Jindivick 
and a 16-mile aqueduct to convey water into the Bunyip-Beaconsfield 
Race which was enlarged to cope with the extra supply. The 
quantity of water available from the Bunyip River is 1700 million 
gallons per annum, and the first stage of the Tarago River is 
2600 million gallons per annum. A second stage of the Tarago 
envisages the construction of a storage reservoir on the Tarago to 
give 7500 million gallons. Thus the Beaconsfield Reservoir, a mile 
in extent, with a storage capacity of 200 million gallons, is supplied 
by these two very fine mountain streams. Tunnelling through Mt. 
Misery, some of the water is flowed by gravitation into the 
Lysterfield Reservoir with a storage capacity of 925 million gallons 
and which also gets water from its own catchment area. Beacons
field Reservoir supplies Hallam Valley, Berwick, Cranbourne and 
other smaller inland towns, the Port Phillip Bay towns from 
Frankston to Portsea, the Westernport Bay area (Hastings, Bittern, 
Flinders Naval Base and the high level area of Dandenong and 
Springvale.-("Aqua," the official journal of the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission of Victoria.) 

Two tragedies marred the serenity of the district, the first one 
being a boy named Mason who was lost in the bush about two 
miles from Beaconsfield. Exhaustive searches were made by black 
trackers, horsemen, and many on foot, over a long period, but only 
his cap was found, no other trace remained. It was thought he 
had fallen into an old mining shaft covered over with scrub, of 
which there were many .in the district, but the proof of this was 
never established. · 

This developed into a double tragedy when the boy's sister was 
thrown off a Trooper's horse and killed whilst engaged in the 
search. 

The second tragedy was that of Mr. and Mrs. Sheard, a fine old 
English couple for many years were highly regarded residents of 
Beaconsfield. They were found battered to death in their little old 
farmhouse of slab sides and shingle roof. Robbery was thought 
to be the motive. Neither of these cases have ever been solved. 

The Cardinia Park Hotel is an old landmark but in later years 
it was re-built. Originally known as The Bush Inn, with its shingle 
roof and low verandah, it was typical of the early days. Mrs. Miller 
was the proprietress. She afterwards married Mr. Milne, and they 
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carried on the licence for many years. It was subsequently sold to 
the late Mr. John Payne of Payne's Bon Marche, together with 
a large area of timbered country which extended from Mount Misery 
almost up to the back door of the Bush Inn. This country was 
cleared and planted into apple orchards. Mr. Thomas Grant, who 
had already established the Kitchen Orchard, the biggest orchard 
at that time at the Toomuc Valley, Pakenham, and also a Tamar 
Valley Orchard in Tasmania, pioneered the Beaconsfield Orchards 
in this area. His grandsons, Mr. Cecil and Mr. Eric Grant, and 
Mr. Reg. Lamb now maintain the family's traditional industry. 
The orchard of another grandson, Mr. Ernie Grant, has pasesd into 
Lt1e ownership of Mr. Baker, where the present cool stores and 
big packing sheds, employing many workers, are situated. 

Mr. Alex. Buchanan, M.H.R., purchased the ''Pine Lodge" 
property on Quambi Road, Beaconsfield. He was elected in 1955 
as the second representative to hold the Federal seat in the m;wly 
constituted electorate of McMillan. 

Mrs. Buchanan, whose father was a nephew of one of the oldest 
pioneers of the district, Mr. Walton of Holly Green ( Brechin), 
Narre Warren, established a stud herd of Saanen goats, of which 
breed she became a State and interstate judge and president of the 
State and vice-president of the Federal body of the Goat Breeders' 
Society. She also engaged in the breeding of Corgi and German 
shepherd dogs. 

Mr. James Adamson, J.P., of Rochdale, Lancashire, England, 
came to the district in 1900 and engaged in the building trade, as 
also did his sons. They built many of the district homes and also 
the Beaconsfield Public Hall, which was opened by the Hon. Thos.. 
Bent, M.L.A., Premier of Victoria in 1906. Mrs. Adamson, of 
Devonshire, England, and Mrs. E. T. Luke, of Montuna Park, 
Beaconsfield, both nonagenarians, were residents in the district for 
many years. 

Mr. Edmund T. Luke and family acquired the Montuna 
property in 1906 and established the golf links in 1930. A water
wheel was installed in the Cardinia Creek and was used success
fully in pumping water, but being an undershot rather than an 
overshot wheel, and at times, owing to the paucity and slowness 
of the current of water in the creek, it was found impractical for 
generating electricity. 

Mr. Edmund T. Luke (senior) was official photographer to the 
"Age" and "Leader" and some of his work during the first World 
War, 1914-1918 was hung in The War Chest, Horseferry Road, 
London, depicting scenes of Beaconsfield. 

In the 1890's Mr. Luke was sent as official photographer to 
accompany an expedition to the summit of Mt. Cook (12,349 ft.), 
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New Zealand, and also to Western Australia, where he was asso
ciated with Mr. Herbert Hoover, then a young mining engineer, 
but later to become President of the United States of America. 

A later assignment was to accompany the selecting political party 
viewing possible sites for the future Australian Federal Capital 
City and photographing them, in the course of which Albury, 
Tumut and Bega were visited before the site of Canberra was 
eventually decided upon. 

Two sons, Mr. Monty and Mr. Kelvic Luke, also became well 
known in the same profession. Mr. Monty Luke established the 
premier photographic studio in Sydney and was gazetted as th-:: 
official photographer to the Royal tours of the Duke of Windsor, 
the Duke and Duchess of York (later King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth) and the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester on the occasion 
of the Melbourne Centenary. In 1939 he was sent to London when 
the Duke of Kent was appointed to be the Governor-General of 
Australia for the photographic coverage of the Duke and Duchess 
of Kent's projected voyage to Australia but which did not eventuate 
owing to the outbreak of war. 

Mr. Ernie Luke won the Rose Society's medal for the breeding 
of the "Montuna" rose. 

Two amusing incidents are recounted as occurring in the district: 
One concerned a well-known land owner, who lived on the Berwick 
side of the Cardinia Creek, whose handwriting was most difficult 
to read, and a well-known Beaconsfield personality. The latter had 
received a hand-written message from the former, which he could 
not read so he sought the sender to ascertain its meaning, apolo
gising for his inability to read it. The reply to his enquiry was: 
"What! have you not received any education at all?" He claimed 
that he had and furthermore he had taken the message to his bank 
manager to read, but he was unable to decipher it either. On 
scrutiny, "Well," said the writer, with expletives, 'Tm unable to 
read it myself." 

The other amusing episode was the instance of a traveller calling 
in on a fine old Beaconsfield couple to enquire directions to get to 
a certain locality in the district. One of the old couple could hear 
but had lost the power of speech-the other could speak but could 
not hear. One can well imagine the traveller's wonderment in 
the predicament which presented itself and what was the solution 
arrived at. 

The old road leading to Upper Beaconsfield originally started 
through the Cardinia Park and followed the Cardinia Creek, 
passing by Dinney's old home and coming out at Carney's Lagoon, 
now denoted by the water reeds and bullrushes to be observed 
from the existing road. 
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We now conclude the task of setting out in outline something of 
our local history. The compilers hope it will prove of interest to 
our contemporaries and those who come after us. 

We have completed the first era of our History. With Dandenong 
on the 14th March, 1959, proclaimed a City and with its ever
growing industrial expansion; Yallourn becoming the Ruhr of 
Australia, and the increasing speedy general development taking 
place throughout Australia, our own district is in the forefront 
of vast changes in the future. It has been our endeavour to place 
on record the early history for which purpose this book was written. 
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BERWICK 

Berwick has been described on a current pictorial Post Card as 
"First settled in 1838, named after the English-Scottish border town 
"twixt Rose and Thistle" Berwick-upon-Tweed. 

Reminiscent of an English village, with rural charm. Proclaimed a 
City on 1st October, 1973. 

The centre of highly fertile volcanic country, producing some of the 
finest stud flocks and herds in the State. 

Founded in 1848, Berwick's Agricultural Society is the oldest in 
Victoria." 

"Recte Omnia Duce Deo." 

PLACE NAMES 

Some of the names of old landmarks known to early settlers have 
disappeared or fallen into disuse. The hill over which Irwin Road 
(formerly the southern section of Bakers Road, Harkaway) passes, 
was known as Buchanan Hill. The hill overlooking Berwick was 
Wilson Hill. The rise in_ the road over the hillock at the triangle 
intersection of Clyde and Pound Roads on the Berwick-Cranbourne 
boundary, was known as Mount St. John, the origin of which is not 
now known. 

King Road was formerly Koenig Road, named after an early settler, 
but regrettably the name was changed during the first War, as Koenig 
is the German word for King, and Prusso-phobia ran high at the time. 
At the eastern end Koenig Road passed over the hill known as 
Sweet's Hill, named after Dr. Georgina Sweet, whose home "The 
Hermitage" was situated at the summit. The house has long been 
demolished. 

It would be historically appropriate that the old names should be 
employed as far as possible. 

Other features, previously un-named, have more recently been given 
names. The creek flowing ·down from Harkaway to join the Cardinia 
Creek is now known officially as Grasmere Creek, and its tributaries 
as Warby and Walsdorff Creeks, the two latter being so named after 
an early Harka_way schoolmaster and an early German settler. At the 
east end of Koenig Road are still to be seen early gold mining shafts. 
Also in this vicinity a calcareous clay deposit was discovered in the 
bush; it was found to be suitable for high quality porcelain. 
Unfortunately with the death of the discoverer, and of Mr. Eckley, an 
old time resident whom he had taken into his confidence, the 
whereabouts of the deposit was never divulged. 
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THE EARLY CATTLE RUNS 

When Melbourne was part of the Port Philip District of N.S.W., 
before the State of Victoria was proclaimed, settlement was 
considered to extend no further than Dandenong, and from there 
eastward the land, which belonged to the Crown, was let out on 
leases, each embracing several square miles. Because the leases were 
of short duration, there was no incentive to invest capital on 
improvements which would soon revert to the Crown, such as 
drainage, fences, buildings, or cultivation. Consequently the land was 
used for running sheep and cattle, tended by shepherds and boundary 
riders, and able, in the absence of transport, to go to market on their 
own feet. As time went on the leases lapsed or were cancelled, and 
Crown land was sold to selectors who purchased freeholds. Lease
holders had a "pre-emptive right" to buy a limited acreage of their 
holding, but only a small fraction of it. Some Crown land was not 
offered for sale, being withheld for public purposes such as a future 
settlement, or a camping and water reserve for cattle drovers. 

A short list of leases in the Berwick area was given on page 10 and 
fuller information is set out below; the Port Philip Government 
Gazette, and Hillis and Kenyon's book "Pastoral Pioneers of Port 
Philip", being taken as reliable authorities. 

Panty Gum Gum, or Coronbile. WP.111. 1920 acres. 150 
cattle. Adjoining Beaconsfield. 1845 C. F. Jackson. 1846 Thomas 
Jackson. 1850 William Bowman. 1853 David Bowman. 1856 J. & 
C. Anning. 1863 Charles Ferguson Henry. 1873 lease cancelled. 

Gin Gin Bean. WP.117. 7000 acres. 500 cattle. 2 miles S.E. of 
Berwick. 1840-43 J. F. Turnbull and H. Reoch. 1844 J. B. 
Quarry. 1846 James Lecky. 185 8 James Murray. 1871 Ralph 
Brunt. John Fowler Turnbull of the Collins Street merchants 
Turnbull Bros. & Co. held the first lease on the Cardinia Creek in 
his own name from 1837-40; then Alexander Kinghorne, a 
member of the firm, to 1842. Then registered as Gin Gin Bean as 
above, with Reoch. Turnbull and Reach left the Cardinia in 1843 
to take up pastoral leases near Traralgon on the Latrobe River. 
Turnbull, Kinghorne and Orr were members of the Gippsland 
Company which formed a settlement and opened a store at Port 
Albert. 
James Lecky came to Port Philip with his wife and family in 1841, 
and took up land in the Westernport District about 1845, bringing 
his family by bullock dray to the homestead on the Cardinia 
Creek, about 3 miles south of the Gippsland Road. The journey of 
35 miles took several days, because of the rough nature of the 
country and the flooded creeks. Gin Gin Bean became famous for 
the breeding of fine horses, and the Leckies as horsemen. 

Cardinia Creek No. 1. WP.108. 5120 acres. 650 cattle. 3 miles 
east of Cranbourne. October 1842 Robert Henry. May 1851 
Terence 0' Connor. 185 6 lease cancelled. 1840-43 Charles Dodds 
held a licence for Cardinia Creek, and lived there. 
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Cardinia Creek No. 2. September 1838 Terence O'Connor 
occupied. May 1851 absorbed into No. 1, all held by O'Connor. 

St. Germains. WP. I 2. 5760 acres. 300 cattle. On Cardinia 
Creek 6 miles east of Cranboume. 1845 James Buchanan. 1848 
Alexander Patterson. 1860 Vaughan & Wild. 1862 John Myers. 
1869 Alex Patterson. 1873 lease cancelled. Patterson came from 
Scotland to South Australia in 1839, and to St. Germains in 1848, 
taking up 9 square miles of country. He is credited with 
introducing shorthorn cattle to the district and played a prominent 
part in public life. 

Eummemering. WP. I. 1839 Foster Brothers. Dr. Farquhar 
McCrae may have occupied the Run before Fosters had the first 
lease. 

Garem Garn. 5 square miles. 60 horses. 400 cattle. 1 ½ miles 
south of Gippsland Road, on Cardinia Creek. 1838 Bathe and 
Perry. Dr. James Bathe emigrated from England to Tasmania; in 
1837 he brought thoroughbred mares and stallions to Victoria, and 
made his home at "Pleasant Hill" on the Garem Garn Run, which 
he leased from 1840-49, before moving east to the Toomah Run. 

Melville Park. 1840. Captain Robert Gardiner. 
Captain Robert Gardiner was correctly stated on pages 8 and 9 
foregoing, to have been one of the earliest settlers in Berwick, but 
the details contained in the paragraph at the foot of page 9 and top 
of page 10 were based on incorrect information. Subsequent 
research has shown that they related to another early settler in the 
Port Philip District, John Gardiner, who had no known connection 
with the Berwick district. It is not surprising that sources from 
those early days differ occasionally. Some early settlers were 
squatters on the Crown lands before leases were officially granted, 
to them or to others. Several lease-holders changed their 
territories, and changed their partners, more than once. 

Mount Misery. WP.36. 6400 acres. 300 cattle. Adjacent to 
Berwick. 1841 T. H. Power. 1844 John Curran. 1848 John 
Burkett. 1850 Charles Cochrane. 1851 Richard Feehan. 1853 
T. H. Power and Henry Birch. 1856 James Robertson. 1857 
Philpot, Curran and Graham. 1858 Thomas Lord. 1864 lease 
cancelled. The Run was some distance from the present Mount 
Misery at Beaconsfield. It appears to have been west of the Creek, 
extending from about the present Guys Hill to the vicinity of N arre 
Warren East. 
By the 1850's most of the cattle runs had been surveyed, 

subdivided, and so-Id to selectors, who were lease-holders with a "pre
emptive right", or newcomers. In some cases part of the Run was sold 
and the remainder continued under lease for a few more years. By the 
l 870's the cattle runs had passed into history. 
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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

Much has transpired in the municipal life of the area in late years. 
The Centenary of The Shire of Berwick was celebrated in June 1968 
during the term of office of Cr. Allan Funston as President. A 
splendid programme of events was drawn up by Cr. Peter 
Ronald C.M.G. It was a memorable occasion. Those who held Office 
were:-
Cr. Allan Funston, President 
Cr. Rae, J.P. 
Cr. A. Robinson 
Cr. T. B. Kilvington 
J. P. Vaughan 
P. B. Ronald, C.M.G. J.P. 
M. K. Anderson, B.A., B.Ed. 
I. G. Farrel 

R. Wakenshaw 
H. Marson 
D. Cunningham 
S. H. Pargeter, Dip.Ag. M.A.C. 
G. S. Roberts 
J. Whittaker 

In 1970-1971 there arose the question of the severance of The Shire 
of Berwick, a subject that was hotly debated at the time; however 
severance took place. The Shire of Berwick was divided into two parts 
at the Cardinia Creek, The City of Berwick on the West, and The 
Shire of Pakenham on the East. On Monday I st of October 197 3 The 
City of Berwick was proclaimed by His Excellency Sir Rohan 
Delacombe, K.C.M.G. Those who held Office:-

Mayor Cr. B. Simon L.L.B. 
Councillors 

Cr. J. R. Alexander 
Cr. J. G. Bateman 
Cr. J. K. Byron, J.P. 
Cr. G. J. Chudleigh 
Cr. W. H. Hudson, J.P. 

Cr. R. A. Irwin 
Cr. D. J. Lee 
Cr.S.H.Pargeter, Dip.Ag. M.A.C. 
Cr. J. E. Phillips 
Cr. J. G. Thomas, J.P. 
Cr. K. P. Wishart, J.P. 

The Pakenham Shire remained in the former Berwick Shire offices 
at Pakenham. The new City of Berwick took temporary offices at 
Doveton, until the completion of office buildings at a new Civic 
Centre at Narre Warren, which were opened by His Excellency Sir 
Henry Winneke, K.C.M.G. on the 8th of December 1978. 

Those that held office were:-

His Worship Cr. K. R. Wishart, 
Cr. W. H. Hudson, J.P. 
Cr. R. A. Irwin 
Cr. J. G. Kirkham 
Cr. K. R. Brown 
Cr. J. K. P. Byron, J.P. 

J.P. Mayor 
Cr. J. G. Thomas, J.P. 
Cr. J. G. Bateman 
Cr. S. H. Pargeter 
Cr. J. R. Alexander 
Cr. H. B. Hodson, J.P. 
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THE BERWICK AND DISTRICT 
AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

"Nastri plena Laboris" 

The early history of the Society is dealt with very fully on pages 
57-66. Continuing the story, the Society's officers were:-

President Secretary Officially opened by 

1960-1961 W. Triplett R. J. Spain 
1961-1962 F. Rae R. J. Spain 
1962-1963 W. Johnson R. J. Spain 
1963-1964 J. Rae I. J. Baker 
1964-1965 J. Rae I. J. Baker 
1965-1966 H. J. Keys I. J. Baker 
1966-1967 L. Moran R. Van Velsen 
1967-1968 M. Bashford R Van Velsen 
1968-1969 E. F. Barker R. Van Velsen 
1969-1970 M. Alberni R. Van Velsen N. E. Beaumont 
1970-1971 Dr. Rosanove R. Van Velsen 
1971-1972 W. Clarke J. K. Waddell 
1972-1973 G. Begg K. M. Male 
1973-1974 H. G. Rae K. M. Male P.B. Ronald C.M.G. 
1974-1975 G. Chudleigh K. M. Male 
1975-1976 I. Pask K. M. Male 
1976-1977 J. Byron K. M. Male E. C. Henry 
1977-1978 W. Bowman K. M. Male 
1978-1979 M. Fakhry S. C. Newnham R. T. Balderstone 
1979-1980 N. Willmott 

During the Show of February 1973, the Rotary Club of Berwick in 
association with the Berwick A. & H. Society were instrumental in 
placing underground, at the right of the entrance to The Young 
Farmers' Club Building, a capsule which is not to be opened until 
Show Day in the year 2000. Present at the sealing of the capsule were 
Mr. G. Begg, President, and Mr. K. Male, Secretary of the Berwick 
A. & H. Society; Mr. Kainie Harris, President, and Mr. Harry 
Oakes, Director of Community Service, Rotary Club of Berwick. 
Letters to descendants of depositors, currency and stamps of the day, 
Show schedules, newspapers, and many items of interest were 
enclosed in the capsule. A depository charge having been made for 
the inclusion of items, a profit of $130 accrued to each Organization. 

An innovation, perhaps unique in the annals of a provincial Show 
Society, was the presentation by the Berwick Agricultural Society of 
the first Beef Bull Sale, which took place on October 10th 1979, 
sponsored by Bora! Cyclone. An excellent Sale Ring and Cattle 
Yards were erected at the Berwick Show Grounds at "Akoonah 
Park", the metal for the yards being donated by Mr. E. C. Henry. 
About thirty high quality bulls of various breeds were offered for sale. 
Although subjected to incessant heavy rain throughout the sale, 
satisfactory prices resulted. Berwick Show Grounds Sale Yards are 
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centrally situated amidst beautiful surroundings and are now 
admirably equipped to cater for the sale of stud stock, as evidenced 
by the inaugural sale. The work was' carried out by Mr. Morrie 
Bashford, Chairman, Mr. M. Alberni, Mr. Harry Oakes and members 
of the Cattle Committee. 
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YE BERWICK INN 

The Border Hotel, or Berwick Inn, was mentioned in the foregoing 
pages 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 29, 33. On October 30th 1978, in 
recognition of the Inn's long history, the licensee Mr. Barry Johnson 
had an inscription placed on the wall of one of its rooms, reading as 
follows:-

"IN THIS ROOM WAS HELD 
THE FIRST MEETING OF 

THE DISTRICT ROADS BOARD 14.11.1862 
THE BERWICK CITY COUNCIL 1.10.1973 

LICENSEES 
R BAIN ESQ. 

F. B. JOHNSON ESQ. 
FOUNDATION CHAIRMAN JOHN BRISBANE J.P. 
CENTENARY PRES. CR. ALAN FUNSTON 
PROCLAMATION MAYOR CR BARRY SIMON 

UNVEILED BY MR NORMAN BEAUMONT J.P. 

On the occasion of unveiling the inscription, Mr. Beaumont 
addressed a crowded house and in the course of his remarks he 
mentioned much of the information recorded in these pages. Extracts 
from a report of the function in the "Pakenham Gazette" of 15th 
November 1978 shed additional light on the part played by the Inn in 
the life and growth of the township. 

"Not only did the District Road Board meet in this room, but 
also in 1865, the first Court was held here. 

Regular meetings of the Agricultural Society were held here. 
The oldest Agricultural Society in Victoria, founded in 1848, 
has an unequalled history of its own. 

In those days the Hotel served as a staging post for the 
Coaches going to and from Gippsland. Horses were exchanged 
in the court yard, stabling was available, and meals of 
excellence provided for the Coach passengers. 

A visiting Doctor attended once a week for consultations as 
we had no resident Doctor here at that time. 

Before the Commercial Bank 'had premises of its own, the 
Commercial Bank transacted banking business in the Border 
Hotel - a banker visiting once a week. 

Inquests were held there, and it acted as a Mortuary. It was 
obligatory at that time for a public house to hold the body of the 
deceased, pending inquest and awaiting burial. 

Berwick, in the days of which we speak, was in total darkness 
by night, with one solitary exception, which I can remember. 
An oil lamp was kept burning bright and shining throughout the 
night in front of the Hotel. It stood on the apex of the triangle, 
the shape of the Hotel. Again this was obligatory. One can well 
imagine the welcome sight it was to travellers and wayfarers 
making their lonely way through the bush. Later Berwick had 
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oil street lamps. Mr. Jim Ferguson, engine driver of Wilson's· 
quarry, was the lamp-lighter. 

In 1889 Berwick possessed a brass band. On the upper 
balcony of the Hotel, members conducted their rehearsals and 
gave a Band recital on Saturday afternoons. 

A red painted horse drawn wagonette inscribed "Border 
Hotel, Royal Mail", met the arrival and departure of .trains at 
the Berwick Railway Station for the conve"yance and 
convenience of passengers and carried inward and outward 
mails to and from the Berwick Post Office. 

Mr. Robert Bain died in I 887 at the comparatively early age 
of 56 but he was a man of rare achievement and distinction. 
Bain Street perpetuates his name. He predeceased his wife, 
Mrs. Susan Bain, by 21 years, her death taking place in 1908. I 
was then a youth about 13 years of age and I can well 
remember her as a kindly old lady and my mother conversing 
with her, as she was seated by the side door facing Lyall Road 
observing the setting sun in the sunset of her own life. I am glad 
we have a relative of Mrs. Bain with us today. A portrait of 
Mrs. Bain hangs on the wall, to which I direct your -attention. 
After her husband's death, Mrs. Bain continued the 
management of this Hotel for a number of years. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Bain were buried in the Berwick Cemetery. 

We have seen a succession of Licensees since then. Mr. 
Steele, a mounted Berwick Policeman, relinquished the Police 
Force and took over as licensee of the Hotel. Mr. Triado was 
for some time here and it was during his tenure, I think, that the 
name was changed from Border Hotel to Berwick Hotel. 
Possibly Mr. Triado did not realize or did not have a very high 
sense of historical values to allow the name to be changed. Mr. 
Hartshorne was also here. He afterwards went to the Lang Lang 
Hotel. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fritzlaff were also for some time 
here before moving to the Mansfield Hotel. Miss Helen Struth 
was here during the difficult days of the Second World War and 
she did much for the War Effort. She was followed by 
Mr. Gordon Blackbourne and Mr. and Mrs. Blackbourne did 
much to revive the character of the old Hotel after the war 
years when it became known as Ye Berwick Inn. 

This Hotel has an old world charm and atmosphere that has 
captivated many artists to portray it on canvas. 

By all means must we preserve this old Historic Hotel· 
building and what it stands for, classified as it is by the 
National Trust, it is an integral part of Berwick itself." 
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BERWI CK IN 1867 
The Inn and Post Office 

WILSON'S QUARRY 1900 

130 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

BERWICK'S PARKLANDS 

Buchanan Park 

A notably generous gift to Berwick was that of Buchanan Park, 
situated on Clyde Road Berwick, by Mrs. Keith Andrews of 
"Gundermain" Mansfield, a great grand daughter of the late Hon. 
James Buchanan M.L.C. This area was. formerly the Berwick 
Agricultural Show Grounds and consisted of 8 acres. Together with 
Casey Air Field it formed part of the Buchanan Estate. 

The area was developed by the Berwick Shire, and planted by the 
Berwick Tree Society under the presidency of Mr. John Remington. 
Much of the latter day planting of trees in the Berwick area was also 
carried out by this Society, which was founded by the late Mr. Fred 
Tuckfield and had as its criteria "to encourage community interest 
and participation in preserving the beauty of the district for the 
~esidents-present and future''. 

Kurll Park 

In 1970 Mr. Reg. Kurll made a magnificent gift to the community of 
20 acres of land on Robinson Road, Narre Warren North. The gift 
provided that the 20 acres should be held in perpetuity by the Council 
(at that time the Berwick Shire, now Berwick City) for the benefit of 
the public, as open space and park land for the purpose of passive 
recreation. One section of 6 acres had for years been used by the Boy 
Scouts as a camping area and this was to continue. 

The first stage of the development of 14 acres was the planting of 
150 trees. Mr. Kurll was asked to plant the first tree, as a simple 
recognition of a magnificent gift. 

The Arch Brown Reserve 

formerly known as The Berwick Recreation Ground, Buchanan 
Road, Berwick. 

In 1978 the Berwick Recreation Ground became known as the Arch 
Brown Reserve in recognition of Mr. Archie Brown's long association 
with the Grounds and in particular, the Berwick Football Club of 
which he has been an Official for many years and also an Honorary 
Life Member of The South West Gippsland Football League. 

It is coincidental that the name of Brown has been long associated 
with the Recreation Ground, Mr. John Brown, an early Berwick Shire 
Council Rate Collector, coached the Berwick Cricket Club and 
although having a disabled arm he was an excellent batsman. Mr. 
Peg-leg Brown from Beaconsfield came over to Berwick frequently to 
umpire the cricket matches. 

Much grading and the formation of an Oval embankment, Club 
rooms and Tennis Courts have recently been provided. 
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Wilson's Bluestone Quarry 

With the cessation of quarrying operations by Boral Limited and the 
closing of the Berwick Quarry, that section of the northern part in the 
ownership of Mr. G. P.H. Wilson C.M.G. was generously gifted by 
him in 1977/78 to the City of Berwick. The intention was for its 
scenic re-creation and development, on similar lines to the 
rehabilitation successfully carried out on a quarry at Vancouver, 
Canada. Representatives from Berwick have visited that park, and 
have obtained information about the measures taken to convert it 
from a stone quarry. 

The Wilson Quarry has an unsurpassed view over-looking Berwick. 
An interesting feature of the Berwick Quarry is its geological 
formation, and the presence of petrified wood found in its over
burthen, estimated to date back over ten million years. 

Akoonah Park 
Compiled by J. R. Milligan 

Akoonah Park, probably the best-known of Berwick's parks, has a 
history going back to the year 18 3 8 or thereabouts. Its story was 
outlined by Mr. N. E. Beaumont on the occasion of his being made a 
Life Member of the Park, as reported in the "Packenham Gazette" of 
30th May 1969. 

The Aboriginal word meaning "running waters" describes its 
situation beside the Creek, and was adopted on the suggestion of 
Cr. C. A. Harris, a member of the former Berwick Shire Council. It 
was once the home of the Bunnorong tribe, as previously described on 
page 34. The first land known to have been ploughed and cultivated in 
Berwick was here, north-west of the present Highway bridge over the 
Creek. This was where Terence_ O'Connor grew barley about 
1838-1840 (appropriate to "her-wick" meaning "barley-farm"), and 
his single plough furrows remained visible until recent times. 

The area was Crown land.at the time of Victoria's proclamation as a 
State on 1st July 1851, and soon after this it was reserved as a Park; 
in 1861 the adjoining 120 acres were gazetted as the Berwick 
Common, being the east slope of the Berwick Hill. The Berwick Shire 
was established in 1868, and by 1888 they presumably felt the need 
of a Pound in which to hold strayed horses, sheep, and cattle, as an 
area was allocated by the Crown Lands Department for that purpose. 
An early Pound Ranger was Mr. John Dinney who was one of several 
settlers who took out a Miner's Right entitling them to one acre of 
land for five shillings annual fee; he lived in a wattle and daub hut 
near the Creek. On 30th June 1893 Mr. A. Chalk was appointed 
Pound Keeper,. and a dwelling and stockyard were erected. The 
Pound was gazetted again on 8th July 1894 by the Shire Secretary 
Mr. J. C. Hodgson, as "the whole of the land known as the Cardinia 
Park situated in tlie Parishes of Berwick and Pakenham". On 26th 
March 1924 Mr. T. A. Dundas was appointed Pound Keeper, 
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followed by Mr. P. E. Allison whose term ended on 17th January 
1951. Thereafter all impoundings of stock were directed to the Shire 
Pound at Pakeilham. 

In 19 51 the area was acquired by the Lands Department, and 
vested in the Shire Council, to be administered by a Committee of 
Management, for the purpose of recreation, and as a Show Ground 
for the Berwick and District Agricultural and Horticultural Society. 

This Society had a 99 years lease, at a peppercorn rental of£ 1 per 
year granted to them by the Hon. James Buchanan MLC., of an area 
on the Clyde Road now known as "Buchanan Park". In practice the 
rent was always refunded by him to the Society, and this tradition was 
observed by his daughter Mrs. W. Wilson, his grand-daughter 
Mrs. J. F. Sturken, and great grand-daughter Mrs. Keith Andrews, 
when they in turn came into the inheritance. 

Although the lease had still a number of years to run, the Society 
felt that they had outgrown the space available for Show purposes. 
After negotiating with the Shire Council they were able to enter the 
former Pound land and commence to adapt it for a Showground. For a 
period of 11 years voluntary working parties cleared, levelled, and 
drained it; buildings from the old Ground were removed, and new 
buildings and a pavilion were constructed. Trees were planted, and 
the flood plain of the Creek was cleared of an overgrown mass of 
dogwood, brambles, and debris. Cattle yards were built, and the 
general aim was to set up the most scenic and best equipped cattle 
lines in Victoria. 

The first show on the Akoonah Park ground was in 1963, the 
President for that year being Mr. W. Johnson, and the immediate Past 
President Mr. Fred Rae. 

BERWICK MECHANICS' INSTITUTE AND FREE LIBRARY 

The Berwick Mechanics' Institute and Free Library was opened in 
1862, the subscription being one shilling per month. The first library 
building was erected at the intersection ofEdwardes and Peel Streets. 
Once a week the library was opened for an entertainment called 
"Penny Readings". A chairman was appointed for the evening, and 
any person could read or relate anything instructive or amusing. The 
penny entrance fee went to the maintenance fund. The nearest 
newspapers were delivered to Dandenong, so they were rarely seen in 
Berwick. Books were read and re-read, and it became a custom to 
exchange books. 

In 1878 Mr. Robert Bain decided to grant a 500 year lease of a 
block of .land in High Street for library purposes. The lease was 
entered into between Mr. Bain and representatives of the Berwick 
Mechanics' Institute and Free Library on the 12th March 1878, and 
one of its conditions stipulates that the place must be used for a 
library, thereby demonstrating Mr. Bain's Scots faith in education. 
He died in 1887 but today his name is perpetuated by the naming of 
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BERWICK POUND 195 1 
Before development of Akoonah Park. 

Courtesy of Mr. T. Warne 

BERWICK IN 1905 
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Bain Street, which is located between High Street and Scanlan Street, 
just east of the Berwick Hill. 

Since the City of Berwick was proclaimed in 197 3 the Council has 
made a yearly allocation of funds to the work of the library, enabling 
it to change from subscriptions to free membership. The library is 
also backed by the Dandenong Valley Regional Library Service. It 
continues to be run as a community effort and is staffed by a team of 
voluntary helpers, still in the same picturesque old building, where a 
plaque placed there by the City Council commemorates the first 
centenary of the Library. 

THE COMMERCIAL BANK OF AUSTRALIA LIMITED, 
BERWICK 

The Berwick Branch of The Commercial Bank of Australia 
commenced operations in 1869, and initially transacted business at 
the Berwick Border Hotel, as it was then known. The Bank purchased 
their own premises in 1914, from Mrs. James Wilson. The Bank had 
held a lease since 1893. The fine old building which they occupied 
underwent renovations in 1966 whilst under the management of 
Mr. D. W. Harrison to bring it up to date with modern design and 
layout. With the rapid increase in the Berwick population a bigger 
building was found necessary so the old building was demolished to 
make way for the new which was opened on February 2nd 1977 under 
the management of Mr. Tony Turner. The structure was supported by 
the foundations of the original building, and the old slates were 
retained to tile the new roof. 

A plaque in the Banking Chamber commemorates 100 years of 
Banking service in Berwick by The Commercial Bank of Australia 
Limited. It was unveiled by the President of The Shire of Berwick, 
Councillor S. H. Pargeter on the 1st Day of December 1969. 

For many years the Commercial Bank was the only Bank in 
Berwick. 

THE BERWICK POST OFFICE 

The following extracts are taken from an article in the Pakenham 
Gazette of 7th June 1968, contributed by Mr. Derek N. Baker, Post 
Office Historian, Victoria. 

In 1858 Berwick's communication with the outside world 
depended largely upon a mail contractor engaged by the 
P.M.G. to convey mail by packhorse once a week between 
Dandenong and Sale. Fifteen years later - in March 1873 -
Berwick was agog with excitement when the Post Office opened 
the town's first telegraph office. 

The telegraph provided a revolutionary system of speedy 
communication, which, at that time, was thought to be the 
ultimate. However, progress was not to be denied, and in 1908, 
telephone facilities were·provided for those Berwick residents. 
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who could afford the cost of erection of a private telephone line 
to the Dandenong trunk switchboard. This was known as a 
"Trunk Local" service, all calls being charged at trunk rates. 
By 1912, Berwick had its own telephone exchange. 

A post office first opened in the town on September 21st, 
1858. The office was under the management of Charles 
O'Malley, who probably operated the office in conjunction with 
a small store. The Postmaster received an allowance of £20 for 
his services during the first year that the office operated. 

During 185 8, the mail contract for the area was held by 
Patrick Mulcare. Mail from ·Melbourne was conveyed by coach 
to Dandenong, thence by packhorse service which operated 
once a week as far as Sale, travelling via Berwick, Pakenham 
and Rosedale. By 1862, this service had been increased to three 
times weekly. 

During 1860, a total of 2431 letters and 1347 newspapers 
were handled at Berwick. 

By 1868, management of the Berwick Post Office had 
transferred to R. Bain. Apparently, postal business had 
increased considerably by that time, as the Postmaster's 
allowance during that year amounted to £40. Mr. Bain 
continued as Postmaster at Berwick until 1873, when he was 
succeeded by Julia Mulcahy. 

In 1875, Mary Greet became Postmistriss. She was 
succeeded by Elizabeth D' Arey, in 1879. During the latter 
year, Post Office Savings Bank facilities were provided as from 
the 1st March. 

The opening of-the railway line between Oakleigh and Bunyip 
on the 8th October, 1877 brought rail communication to 
Berwick, and helped to accelerate development in the township. 

The "Victorian Gazetteer" for J 879 states that - "Berwick 
is on the main Gipps Land railw~y. There is a station at the 
township and passenger trains run through each way twice a 
day. The communication with Melbourne, 28 miles north, is by 
rail. There is a Mechanics' Institute and Free Library, post 
office, money-order office, telegraph office, and a State school 
in the township. The district is well suited for cattle rea.ring and 
dairying purposes, which are carried on to a very considerable 
extent in the neighbourhood. The population of Berwick is 
about 720; the number of dwellings, 150: There are Church of 
England, Presbyterian, Wesleyan, Baptist, and Roman Catholic 
places of worship in the locality." 

By 1884 the annual allowance had increased to £100, and 
during that year a total of 45,488 letters and 1109 telegrams 
were handled at the Berwick office. Elizabeth D' Arey had one 
telegraph messenger to assist her; and "quarters, fuel and 
water" were provided. 

The post office, however, had become too small to deal with 
the increased postal business, and it was therefore decided to 
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erect an official and larger building. The contract for the new 
post office was let in 18 84, and the building was completed the 
following year. The office was raised to official status with the 
opening of the new premises. 

By 1893, E.G. Gould was Postmistress at Berwick. She was 
succeeded by Martha Doane, who took over the management of 
the office about the turn of the century. Then followed: Susan 
Thompson in 1904; Jeanie French, in 1907; Nellie Saunders, 
in 1910; James Cahill, in 1916; Jessie Liston, in 1917; Percy 
Fouracre, in 1828; Stuart Bell in 1930; James Oliphant, in 
1936; Arthur Catron, in 1948; Gordon Langdon, in 1956; 
William Simkin, in 1960, and Harold Benson, in 1965. 

Telephone facilities were first provided at Berwick in 1908. 
Seven subscribers in the area took advantage of this facility. 

They included James Wilson, of Wilson House, who was issued 
with No. l; the "Cardinia Park Hotel," Beaconsfield, issued 
with No. 5; and A. E. Loveridge, Storekeeper, who was No. 7. 
Descendants of Mr. Wilson and of Mr. Loveridge are still 
subscribers at the Berwick Exchange, and the Cardinia Park 
Hotel entry is still to be found in the current directory. 

By 1912, a local exchange had been established at the 
Berwick Post Office, and there were then 22 subscribers. The 
exchange provided a day service from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and the 
subscribers included residents of Beaconsfield, Harkaway and 
Narre Warren, in addition to Berwick. 

Nellie Saunders was the Postmistress at Berwick when the 
manual exchange was first provided there, and she was 
therefore the town's first telephone operator. 

By the 30th June, 1928, there were 122 subscribers. Twenty 
years later, in 1948, this figure had increased to 206, and at the 
time of" cutover" to automatic working after two more decades 
had elapsed, it had reached 780. 

BERWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

To the brief reference on page 45, Mr. Ted Pearse, Vice-principal 
of the school, has added a more comprehensive review of the State 
School's history, parallelled with contemporary events. 

Time Scale Head Teacher/Principal 
1857-1863 Original Bark Hut and 

National Board School. 
H. T. Mr. O'Malley. 

1862-1863 New site of School. 
Became Common School 
No. 40. H. T. Mr. Latham. 
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Contemporary Events 
1851 Discovery of Gold. 
1854 David Syme begins 

"Age". 
1854 Eureka Stockade. 
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1864-1872 School moved to present 
site 1869-70. H. T. Mr. 
Hughston. 

1873-1887 Common School became 
State School No.40 1873. 
H.T. Mr. Wait who died 
after short term as Head. 
Succeeded by Mr. T. C. 
Camm. 

1888-1910 H.T. Mr. H. G. Rankine. 

1911-1917 H.T. Mr. N. Spielvogel 
for less than two terms. 
Succeeded by Mr. Harry 
Mccann. 1915 Recon
struction of existing school. 

1918-1938 H.T. Mr. Alfred Barker. 
Andrew Chimside presents 
bell to school, unveiled 
7th July 1926. 

1939-1946 H.T. Mr. J. Hall. 
1947-1951 H.T. Mr. G. J. Long. 
1951-1952 H.T. Mr. A. G. Dudley. 

1953-1963 H.T. Mr. J. Wills. Found-
ation Gates presented 1961. 

1964 H. T. Mr. E. Mitchell. 
1965-1966 H.T. Mr. E. G. Clarke. 
1967 H. T. Mr. R. Jones. 
1968-1970 H.T. Mr. E. C. Guppy. 
1971-1974 Principal Mr. V. Pickins. 
197 5-197 6 Principal Mr. L. Hill. 

Addition of new class
rooms to cater for larger 
school population. 

1977-1979 Principal Mr. K. Norris. 
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1872 Education Act. 
Changed most private 
schools into State Schools. 

1878-1880 The Kelly 
Gang - its reign of terror 
ultimately to end in death 
for all members of the 
gang. 

Death of Queen Victoria 
1901. Boer War 1899-
1902. Federation 1901. 
Edward VII's reign 1901-
1910. Beginning of 
George V reign (1910-36). 

22nd June 1911 Coron
ation Tree planted in 
School Grounds. 1913 
King O'Malley drives first 
peg for Canberra. 1914 
World War 1 begins. 

1918 End of World War 
1. 1923 Police . Strike. 
1927 New Federal Parl
iament Canberra. 1923-
32 Depression. 1936 
Abdication of Edward VIII. 
1936 George VI Coron
ation. 

1939-1945 World War II. 

1952 George VI died. 
Elizabeth II Coronation. 

1956 Melbourne Olympic 
Games. 
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1980 Principal Miss J. Beer. 
The first woman Principal 
in 125 years of the school's 
history. 

Three factors of importance to people in the district are described in 
more detail. 

1. Foundation Gates. 
A plaque affixed to the entrance gate of the school reads:- "This 

gate was presented by former students to commemorate the 104th 
anniversary of the school's foundation back to school, 25th 
November 1961." 

2. The Coronation Tree. 
Edward VII' s reign ended in 1911 and George V succeeded him. 

The Berwick Primary School decided to celebrate this event with the 
planting of a sturdy oak tree, and a commemorative plaque. During 
the next sixty years the actual tree was "lost", and was then "re
discovered" by the late Mr. Herb Thomas who had a very keen 
interest in and a precise memory for the histofy of this school and 
district. 

What follows are the exact words used by the men concerned with 
this event in 1911, as recorded in the School Committee Minute 
Book. 

Minutes of Committee Meeting held at the school on Monday 
May 13th 1911. 
"W. G. A'Beckett That arrangements be made for the school 
Rev. A. G. Cole children to plant an oak tree on Coronation Day, 

the correspondent to write to Mr. W. McLean re 
obtaining a suitable tree." 

Minutes of Committee Meeting Monday 12th June 1911. 
"W. G. A'Beckett That a fireworks display be held on Coronation 
A. E. Loveridge Night and that a notice be placed in the local 

"A. E. Loveridge 
L. D. Beaumont 
"Rev. A. G. Cole 
Brown 

paper asking for donations towards cost of 
same." 
That a resolution passed at last meeting arranging 
for a fireworks display be rescinded." 
That a biograph entertainment take place in the 
school room on Coronation Night. Berwick 
School children to be admitted free, adults 6d. 
Entertainment to commence at 7 .30 p.m. The 
Secretary to make the necessary arrangements." 

Minutes of Committee Meeting June I 9th 19 I I. 
"W. G. A'Beckett That Mr. Loveridge supply oak tree and that it be 
Brown planted in front of school buildings at 2 p.m. on 

Coronation Day." 
Brown That Mr. Warne paint a commemoration tablet to 
A. E. Loveridge be placed on the tree guard." 
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"W. Wilson 
Loveridge 

That at the planting of the oak tree the 
Coronation medals be distributed and the 
Proclamation read; also that some provision be 
made for entertaining the children and that the 
ladies be asked to assist." 

Here ends any reference to the "Coronation Tree" until recently, 
when interest has quickened as the links with the past begin to 
disappear, and the need arises to preserve something of our past to 
remind us of our heritage. 
3. Andrew Chirnside Bell 
Extracts from School Committee Meeting March 23rd 1926. 
"J. Funston That the sports be carried out this year with a 
A. Anderson view to the purchase of a bell." 
"A. Anderson That Mr. J. Wanke be approached with a view to 
J. Funston obtaining the old Bell at the Harkaway Cemetery. 

The following gentlement to act as a deputaion: 
Messrs. McGregor, De La Rue and Barker." 

Two months later at Committee Meeting of May 18th 1926 .... 
"Mr. McGregor reported re deputation to Mr. Wanke, who would not 
give consent to part with the bell at the cemetery - Mr. Barker then 
reported that Mr. Chirnside had donated a Bell to the School ... " 
"McGregor " ... also that a bell has been presented to the 

school, and won't the Department go 50-50 in the 
cost of erecting same." 
"That a letter from the Committee be sent to Mr. 
Chirnside thanking him for his donation and 
interest in the welfare of the School - that at a 
later date the Committee would like his presence 
at the unveiling of the Bell, also that a special 
record be made in. the minutes of Mr. Chirnside's 
splendid gift to the School." 

Final references to the Bell were made in Minutes of Committee 
Meeting July 1st 1926. 

"The Secretary reported having written to Education Department, 
also to Mr. Chirnside thanking him for the gift of the Bell to the 
school - Mr. Barker reported the arrival and erection of the 
Bell ... " 
"J. Funston 
J. Chapple 

That the function in connection with the unveiling 
of the bell take place on Wednesday July 7th at 
3 p.m. and that an invitation be sent to the three 
Berwick Councillors and also Cr. Curtis - Mr. 
Chirnside, also the local clergymen, and a 
general invitation to all others interested - ladies . 
to bring a basket, and refreshments be provided." 

We have no further insight into the unveiling. of the Bell, as no 
further mention of it was made by succeeding Committees over the 
next half century; fortunately the same Bell, now on display in the 
school buildings, is a valu.able reminder of our school's history. 
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ST. MARGARET'S SCHOOL, BERWICK 

(Formerly St. Margaret's School, Malvern and The Presbyterian 
Girls' School, Berwick.) 

We can supplement the brief paragraph on page 46 with a fuller 
account, contributed by Miss R. Maguire. 

The Presbyterian Girls' School opened in 1920 at Kippenross, built 
by the Hon. J. Pearson, M.L.A. in 1911. This lovely house is still the 
administrative centre of St. Margaret's. The first Headmistress was 
Miss J. Patterson. In 1922 Miss Rowan Agnew was appointed, to be 
followed by Miss Agnes Merton and Miss Olga Hay, later 
Headmistress of Clyde School, Mt. Macedon. 

Neither the district nor the school developed as anticipated in the 
post war euphoria, and in 1929 the school was sold to Miss Dora 
Gipson, founder and first Headmistress of the successful St. 
Margaret's School, Malvern. 

It had opened in the Hall of the Presbyterian Church, Toorak in 
1926. In 1927 it moved to Mayfield Avenue, the former home of 
Toorak College, and again in 1929 to Stonnington, the home of the 
Victorian State Governors from Federation till 1928. A preparatory 
school, still known as Little St. Margaret's, operates at Mayfield 
A venue today. 

In 1930 Miss Gipson moved some of her boarders to Berwick and 
for the next eleven years the school operated at Malvern and Berwick, 
Miss Gipson appointing a Head for the Berwick branch. Campbell 
House was built in 1930 and the building known as the Doll's House 
was built in 1934 providing three small classrooms and a small hall. 

In 1946 Miss Gipson gave notice of her pending retirement. 
Parents, friends and Old Scholars formed an interim committee, 
appointed Mrs. H. Strugnell, M.A. Perth as Headmistress for one 
year while the future of the school was considered. 

As a result of these efforts, the St. Margaret's Association was 
established in 1948, the school thus becoming one of the first 
independent company schools, administered by its own council. Miss 
Elizabeth Woodyatt,. B.A., Dip.Ed., Melbourne was appointed 
Headmistress. 

Dui:ing Miss Woodyatt's sixteen years, the school grew. Two new 
properties were added, namely Cottage built in 1878 and beautifully 
restored in 1978, and Gloucester House. This meant an increase in 
boarding places. Day girls had long been admitted but their numbers 
remained small till the early sixties. In these years the School 
Memorial Hall, the Home Economics room and two classrooms on 
the Hill were added, while plans were advanced for a new Science 
laboratory. 

Miss Woodyatt retired in 1964 and Miss Ruth Maguire, M.A.Hons. 
Edin., M.A.C.E., was appointed. The next fourteen years could be 
described as the building years. Two more classrooms were added to 
the Hill in 1965, to be followed by the opening of the Max Ham Wing 
by the late Lord Casey in 1966. This added a modern science 
laboratory, a geography room and a staff room. 
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Two years later, Lady Delacombe opened the Elizabeth Sewell 
Gymnasium and in 1971, the then Hon. Member for Holt, Mr. L. 
Reid, M.H.R. opened the Elizabeth Woodyatt Library. Two more 
classrooms had been added to the Hill and two more laboratories, 
known as the Tomasetti Labs, were finished in the same year as the 
Library. 

Meanwhile, the Primary School was being developed to meet the 
demand for places. The old stables and garage were renovated and 
four new classrooms, built in 1971 and 1973, laid the foundations for 
Queensferry House. 

In 1976 the area under the Science Laboratories was enclosed to 
provide further space and in 1978 the Ruth Maguire Wing, 
comprising three classrooms, geography laboratory and toilet block 
was opened by the present member for Holt, the Hon. W. 
Yates, M.H.R. 

The beautiful school grounds were enlarged first by a gift from the 
Lady Casey and later by purchase of land fom Edrington on the 
Eastern boundary. Landscaping provided a second hockey field, a 
junior playing field, more parkland and garden. 

A more subtle change with far reaching consequences was taking 
place. Over the years, the boarder enrolments decreased, quite 
dramatically after 1971, while the number of day girls rapidly 
increased. As from 1980 St. Margaret's will be a day school only. 
Gloucester House will be incorporated as part of the rapidly growing 
primary school, and Cottage has become the caretaker's residence. 

The School has a sound reputation in academics, sport and social 
service. That St. Margaret's past pupils follow many callings, 
including medicine, law, applied science and research, teaching, 
nursing, farming, business and commerce, salesmanship, testifies to 
the breadth of its curriculum and the standard of scholarship. 

St. Margaret's reputation in sport and for sportsmanship was in the 
first place due to the work of Miss E. Sewell, Physical Education 
teacher for 1 7 years. In more rece!lt years her excellent standards 
have been well maintained. The school teams have acquitted 
themselves well in the Southern District Schools Association in 
Netball, Swimming, Softball and Hockey and have twice won the 
Athletics Sports. 

Its social service began in 1934 when the girls of St. Margaret's 
provided the radio telecommunication equipment for the first Flying 
Doctor service at a cost of £40 per head. In more recent years the 
girls have raised thousands of dollars for local and state charities, for 
world famine relief, collected toys, books and groceries for more 
immediate appeals, and given practical help wherever possible. 

In 1938 St. Margaret's, Malvern had an enrolment of 480; in 1941 
after the closing of the city school, 88. In 1979 enrolments at Berwick 
were approximately 480, proving that the present school is offering a 
real alternative in education in this district, and providing parents and 
girls with some freedom of choice. 

The present Principal, appointed 1979 is Miss Joan Bush, 
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B.A.Hons. Certificate of Education, Cambridge. She brings to the 
school the benefits of her wide experience in England, Victoria and 
South Australia. 

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER COLLEGE, BEACONSFIELD 

Because Catholic parents in the Berwick-Pakenham area had the 
option of sending their children of secondary school age to colleges at 
some distance, at Danenong or Warragul, the need was felt for 
facilities closer to the growing centres of population, and in 
1973 Mr. Des McKenna of Upper Beaconsfield approached Bishop 
Arthur Fox of Sale on the subject. In August 1973 meetings were 
held in Berwick and Pakenham Parishes at the instigation of Fathers 
O'Regan and Gallagher; the following month a combined meeting of 
representatives of both Parishes, with observers from Iona
Maryknoll, Koo-Wee-Rup, and Cranbourne, set up an investigational 
Committee. In May 197 4, after a survey of parents in the two 
parishes and assessment of population growth, the Committee 
presented a preliminary report to the Parishes and the Bishop. The 
report proposed a plan envisaging commencement of teaching in 
February 1977. Bishop Fox accepted the preliminary report in June 
1974, and set up an Interim Board of Management consisting of 
representatives of the five parishes. It worked under the name of the 
West Gippsland Regional Catholic Secondary College, and 
progressed the Report to the opening stages. The Board met 65 times 
in the period 1974-1979, and made submissions to the Schools 
Commission commencing November 1974. 

A small Government grant was received in May 1976 to enable 
planning to proceed. This was followed in 1977 by a grant of 
$200,000, just over half the cost of building Stage 1 for Form 1 
students, and in June 1979 a grant of$205,200, three-quarters of the 
cost of Stage 2 for Forms I and 2. A 50 acre block of land was 
purchased at Beaconsfield, situated between the railway and 
Beaconsfield A venue, and approximately half of it was sold to 
supplement the building fund. 

The College, a co-educational establishment, received its official 
name and its first pupils in February 1978. The buildings are single
storey, and are arranged to form communal units, the acreage 
providing ample space for sports and for a semi-rural setting. 

Initially the staff comprised a lay Principal, Mr. Robert Schneider, 
three Brothers of the Order of the Sacred Heart, a Nun from the 
Presentation Sisters, and arts and crafts teachers. One interesting aim 
is to integrate scholastic and technical teaching, rather than to divide 
them into separate branches. 

A formal ceremony of opening and blessing the College was held in 
October 1979 at which Bishop Fox was assisted by Father Gallagher 
of Berwick. Present were Senator Carrick, Federal Minister of 
Education, representatives of Federal, State, and Local Government, 
many priests from local parishes, and about 1000 persons all told. 
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CORNER OF PRINCES HIGHWAY 
ABOVE WHEELER STREET, 1864 

RIDING COSTUMES OF AN EARLIER PERIOD. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN AND UNITING CHURCHES 1962-1979 

Continuing the account given on page 4 7, the ministry of the Rev. 
John E. Lloyd terminated in 1962. In 1963 the Presbyterian church 
extended a Call to the Rev. V. J. Murrell who served from 1963 to 
1969. He brought with him a wealth of experience after having served 
in the Australian Inland Mission and being a master at the Albury 
Grammar School. It was during the Rev. Vick Murrell' s ministry that 
the interior of St. Andrews was re-arranged, symbolising a changed 
relationship in the significance of the Sacrament and the preached 
Word. It was owing to illness that he died in 1969, while still serving 
the Church. 

The last Presbyterian minister in Berwick was the Rev. T. A. 
Waters who accepted a Call in 1969 and moved from Meeniyan to 
Berwick. He arrived during the time of urban expansion. The district 
was still a rural Shire but it was proclaimed a City in 197 3. Many 
young families began to move into the area; this movement and 
development was felt in the Church. As with any newly developing 
area, there began the mixing of the established residents with the 
newcomers. Many Church members came from suburban con
gregations, bringing with them ways and ideas which were new to the 
existing Berwick church. A need also now arose for extra facilities, 
and in 197 3 a new Hall complex was opened, which doubled the 
available space and provided comfortable surroundings for the 
Sunday School and the Church's organizations. The change had 
begun. 

Although the Rev. Waters' ministry ended in 1978 he did not leave 
as a Presbyterian minister. 

In May 1974 the -General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Australia meeting in Melbourne, voted to move into Union, at a date 
to be fixed, with the Methodist Church in Australasia and the 
Congregational Union. The Presbyterian and Congregational 
Churches allowed their dissenting minorities to remain out of the 
Union. However.Berwick voted to enter the proposed Union, and so 
when Union occurred on 22nd June 1977 it was little felt in Berwick. 
No "property problem" arose in the Parish, and the Church could get 
on with the business of familiarising itself with the new organisation. 

Thus on that date the Rev. T. A. Waters became the first Uniting 
Church minister in Berwick, a position which he held until he 
received a Call from the Lakes Entrance Parish in 197 8. He 
conducted his last service in Berwick on Sunday 31st December 
1978. 

While Union was little felt in Berwick, changes did occur. The 
ParisJi was now known as Berwick-Officer. There was a change in the 
role of some of the office-bearers; a change in the administrative 
structure and a placing upon the local congregation of more 
responsibility for local mission, and local initiatives to feed the 
Church as a whole. The former Beaconsfield Congregational Church 
was closed, the congregation attending St. Andrews, and the building 
being leased to the Baptist -Church. 
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Pastoral responsibility of the Parish covers Officer, Beaconsfield, 
Upper Beaconsfield, Narre Warren, and Berwick. There is no church 
building at Narre Warren, but the Parish owns two blocks of land 
there. 

In 1978 the Parish extended a Call to the Rev. Graham A. 
Gall, B.A., Dip.Crim., from the Parish of Nathalia, and he began his 
ministry in this, his second Parish, on the 4th February 1979. 

BERWICK BUSH NURSING HOSPITAL 

The community of Berwick and surrounding districts was fortunate 
in that it had a hospital for most, if not all, of the present century. 

St. Leonards Private Hospital was situated in Station Street (later 
Gloucester Avenue) and was operated by matrons of whom Matron 
Sheedy and Matron Brookes are two names that spring to mind. 

In 1939 there was a move to bring the hospital under community 
management and join it with the Victorian Bush Nursing Association. 
There was some opposition, as it was felt that the Dandenong 
Hospital could supply any services required. At a public meeting on 
5th September, 1939, it was moved by Rev. Forbes Ewan and 
seconded by J. W. Turner, "that it is desirable to have a Bush 
Nursing Hospital in Berwick". 

A Finance Committee was elected and it purchased·the building and 
contents for £1075; portion of this was lent by the V.B.N.A., to be 
repaid at £20 per annum. 

The first trustees were Cr. D. N. McBride, W. Gamble and J. E. 
Myring. The building accommodated seven patients and three nursing 
staff, domestic staff being mostly recruited locally. The weekly 
charges for patients were £5-5-0 for non members and £4-12-6 for 
members. 

The next ten years of war and post-war conditions were difficult. 
Consideration had been given: to extending the building and this was 
begun up to floor level. Several public meetings endorsed the original 
plan to continue as a Bush Nursing Hospital. 

In 1951 the Treasurer pointed out that the hospital was losing £4 
per day and it was decided to ask the Hospital and Charities 
Commission to take over. The following year, under the enthusiastic 
impetus of Mr. John Charley, a new plan was initiated, auxiliaries 
were formed, and by May 1953 a new building had been erected and 
opened at a cost of £18,000. This contained a theatre, labour ward, 
four single rooms, one double room, and the re-siting and renovating 
of kitchen facilities. It was named the "Dr. Percy Langmore Block", 
in recognition of his service to the town for fifty years. 

The success of the project so impressed Mr. Charley that he 
proposed that a Thanksgiving and Dedication Service be conducted 
each year by the Clergy of the District, and the service is still held on 
the third Sunday in March. It is an open air service, supported by the 
Pakenham and District Citizens Brass Band. 

When the new block had been paid for in 1959, a building fund was 
opened for future extensions. The "John Charley Nurses Home" was 
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opened in 1963 with accomodation for 'seven nurses, and a 'flat for the 
Matron. The rooms vacated in the main building raised the total 
capacity to fifteen. 

After five years of negotiation, plans were finalised for the re
building of the m'ajo~•-part of the hospital. A new building provided 
five double and five single wards, theatres, labour wards, nursery and 
staff facilities. Later the weatherboard building was demolished, and 
a kitchen and casualty area were built; the project cost over $850,000 
and was opened free of debt in December 1976. Portion of the 
building was named after Lawson Poole, a generous donor, and many 
wards were endowed in memory of friends and relatives. This building 
and the Nurses Home were officially opened by Dame Mary Herring, 
herself a medical practitioner and a Life Member of the V.B.N.A. 

Money for all these projects was raised by private contributions and 
by the work of the Auxiliaries. 

The Committee has been concerned for those who have become 
older and in need. A reduced rate of fees has been available for 
holders of aged, invalid or Repatriation (Veteran) Pensions and about 
one sixth of the hospital's activity is in care of elderly people. 

The hospital is administered by a Committee of Management which 
works in liason with the Matron to conduct a business which is 
efficient and economical. 

On both Committee and Nursing Staff there is a very satisfactory 
welding of the experience of long term personnel, with more than 25 
years service, coupled with the freshness and enthusiasm of people 
with only a few months of working. 

Extracts from the Annual Report of March 1979 give some idea of 
the work done forty years after foundation. 

Daily Bed Average 17.5 
Capacity 23 
Babies Born 210 
Total Patients I 061 
Asset $1.35 million 
Annual Turnover $550,000 

The lillipilli tree growing at the south-east corner of the Hospital 
facing Gloucester Avenue and Gibb Street was selected by Rev. 
Mears and planted by Mrs. L. D. Beaumont on 2nd June'1953 as a 
Coronation Tree to commemorate the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth 2nd. 

1939-40 
1940-44 
1944-45 
1945-47 
1947-49 
1949-52 
1952-54 
1954-55 

Since 1955 

PRESIDENTS 
Cr. D. N. McBride 
W. Gamble 
R J. Denmead 
J. W. Turner 
S. E. Adamson 
Lt. Col. 0. B. Williams 
W. H. Hudson 
J. Charley 
Dr. N. L. Stephenson 
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1939-40 
1940-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-49 
1949-50 
1950-52 
1952-54 
1954-55 
1955-57 

Since 1957 

1939-41 
1942 

1943-46 
1947 

1948-52 
1953 

1954-55 
1956-76 

Since 1976 

SECRET ARIES 
S. E. Adamson 
R J. Denmead 
Miss H. N. Elder 
E. W. Harris and R. J. Denmead 
E. W. Harris 
N. S. Pocock 
W. J. A. Hicks 
J. Charley 
R Damman 
N. Charley 
P. J. Berwick· 

MATRONS 
Sister W attie 
Sister White 
Sister L. Rees 
Sister G. Jones 
Sister L. Rees 
Sister E. F. Goulden 
Sister Plumridge, Sister Taylor and Sister Toomey 
Sister A. Morris 
Sister M. Easton 

Contributed by Dr. N. L. Stephenson 
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BERWICK AND DISTRICT SENIOR CITIZENS 
contributed by Ursula Stephens 

Berwick and District Senior Citizens Club was formed in October 
1965, when the Berwick Rotary Club and the Noble Park Elderly 
Citizens' Club held an afternoon entertainment at Akoonah Park, at 
which the role of a Senior Citizens' Club was highlighted. The Rotary 
Club followed this with a public meeting in the R.S.L. Hall in 
November 1965; 70 people attended with Shire Presidend Cr. Ronald 
in the chair, and Mr. Randel White, Director of Old People's Welfare 
Council of Victoria. Mr. Randel White commented that in I 9 5 5 there 
were fewer than 10 Senior Citizens' Clubs in Victoria, now there were 
175. The purpose of the Clubs was to bring together people of the 
same age group and outlook,· to have fun, companionship and 
recreation. 

Berwick and District Senior Citizens' Club was formed and office 
bearers elected:- President, Cr. George Rae, who held this office for 
12 years and for his service to the community was awarded the 
M.B.E. in I 971. Vice-presidents, Mrs. Collis, Mr. Fry; ~ecretary, 
Mr. S. Adamson; Treasurer, Mr. Surplice; Committee, Mrs. Meyo, 
Mrs. Hill, Mrs. Parkes, Mrs. Turk, Mrs. McMale, Mr. McMale, Mr. 
Henry. 

The Club was indebted to the R.S.L. for making their Rooms 
available free of charge until the Senior Citizens had Club Rooms of 
their own, so the next task was to provide a building for the Club. 
Again the Rotary Club took the initiative. At a public meeting held at 
the R.S.L. Rooms in March 1966, under the chairmanship of 
Rotarian Bill Henry, deputising for President Harry Fox, eighteen 
representatives of Councils and organisations attended. Mr. Randel 
White explained the- importance of the Senior Citizens having their 
own· Club Rooms. It was resolved that a provisional Shire of Berwick 
Elderly Citizens' Welfare Committee be formed and all organisations 
were invited to appoint a representative. 

The inaugural meeting was held in April 1966, office bearers 
being:'--Chairman, Mr. A. Funston; Vice-chairmen, Mr. J. Brown 
and Mr. M. Rodd; Secretary, Mrs. U. Stephens; Treasurer, Mr. T. 
Hanlon; Auditor, Mr. D. W. Harrison; Trustees, Mr. W. Phiddian, 
Mr. N. Colbran, Mr. N. Webb; Shire Representatives, Crs. Robinson 
and Rae. 

The Berwick Shire Council made the site available, and applied for 
a Government grant of$10,000, the maximum obtainable at the time. 

In May 1967 the architect, Mr. M. R. Allen of Dandenong, was 
requested to draw up plans for the Club Rooms, up to a cost of 
$25,000. An additional $15,000 had to be raised, also money for 
furniture and fittings. The whole project amounted to $34,000. 
Toward this the Service Clubs all contributed, with other groups too 
numerous to mention, and many private donations, while the Senior 
Citizens did their own fund-raising. 

At one of the Welfare Committee meetings Mr. W. H. Hudson 
suggested that the Senior Citizens could run an Opportunity Shop. 
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The shop opened in December 1966, and thanks to the generosity of 
the public, who supplied the shop with the goods to sell, in 3½ years 
the ladies raised $10,760, most of the money going to the Building 
Fund. 

The official opening of the Club Rooms was in September 1967, by 
the then Minister of Health, Mr. V. 0. Dickie. 

RETIREMENT VILLAGE TO MEET THE NEEDS 
OF RETIRED AND ELDERLY CITIZENS 

In 1970 Berwick was the recipient of a generous gift when 
Mrs. Lilian Morris, Mrs. Violet Rip.all and Mr. C. A. Morris gave a 
centrally situated area on Gloucester Avenue, Clyde Road and 
Langmore Lane to the District for the purpose of establishing homes 
for the elderly and retired. 

A planning permit was granted by the then Shire of Berwick on the 
30th November 1973. Its donation to the Old Colonists' Association 
of Victoria enabled that Body to carry out its fulfilment. 

A commemorative stone bears the inscription:
"The old Colonists' Association of Victoria 

acknowledges the assistance 
of 

The Commonwealth Government 
and 

The Ian Rollo Currie Foundation 
in financing this development 

of 
Braeside Park 

on the land donated by 
The Descendants of 

The Richardson Family 
who settled here in 1860." 

Many comfortable homes on the site now occupied by the elderly 
give tribute and appreciation of this worthy promotion. 
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CASEY AIRFIELD, BERWICK 

Casey Airfield, Berwick was established in 1938 by Colonel Rupert 
Ryan, owner of "Edrington", for the use of his brother-in-law, 
Mr. R. G. Casey, M.P. who had recently purchased a new Percival 
Gull monoplane, which he and his wife then used for commuting to 
and from Canberra. 

The Caseys were flying enthusiasts, and allowed their many flying 
friends free use of the property for flying p1 actice, field days and 
competitions. Included amongst the many to receive advantage from 
this was the Royal Victorian Aero Club, and the well remembered 
Gertrude McKenzie Flying School. 

During 1948 the Victorian Motorless Flight Group founded a 
permanent base for gliding at Casey Aerodrome, and continued to 
operate there until the early 1960' s, having flown thousands of hours 
during the period. 

On the expiration of the long term lease held by Lord Casey, 
Groupair Pty. Ltd., a recently formed company, took over the 
Aerodrome on 16th April 1968 and established thereon a Basic 
Flying School with Aerial Charter and Repair and Maintenance of 
Aircraft as ancilliary activities. 

Groupair was formed by Colonel L. K. Hatfield and Major R. P. 
Kerrison, who had known each other in the Army. With the supposed 
need for more sophisticated aeroplanes and, in consequence, the need 
for extra capital, in 1969 B. G. L. Killen, Esq., a millionaire grazier 
and principal of numerous other activities including Helicopter 
Utilities, the Katherine Meatworks, and the Northern Australian 
Development Corporation, bought into the company and became the 
majority shareholder. 

On 22nd ,November 1969 a tragedy struck when Major Kerrison, 
during a demonstration flight of a newly acquired Beagle Trainer 
aircraft, crashed killing himself and the Company Secretary and 
"Jack of All Trades", Mrs. Roma McLeod, who had followed the two 
officers out of the Army in which she had served with them both, to 
assist in establishing Groupair. 

Subsequently the Killen Holding Company sold the aerodrome 
land, for commercial reasons, and plans for the expansion of the 
aviation activities were suspended. The Groupair business continued 
to be operated personally by Colonel and Mrs. Hatfield. Later they 
were able to purchase the Groupair business when the Holding 
Company went into liquidation in the late 1970' s, the land being still 
in the ownership of others. . 

Group Air Field is at an elevation of 120' and situated at Latitude 
38.02° South and Longitude 145.20° East. The corresponding 
Latitude 38° in the Northern Hemisphere is the controversial 
boundary between North and South Korea. 
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TRANSPORT IN 1906 

GOING TO SCHOOL, BEFORE THE MOTOR CAR 
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LORD AND LADY CASEY 

The "Edringtcm" property (mentioned on pages IO, 33), situated 
between the Highway and the railway east of Berwick, was the home 
of two of Berwick's best known and most highly esteemed residents, 
Lord and Lady Casey. 

Richard Gardiner Casey was born in I 890, at Shipley House, 
Melbourne, the son of Richard Gardiner Casey. He was educated at 
Melbourne Grammar School, Melbourne University, and Trinity 
College Cambridge, taking a B.A. in 1913, and graduating in 
Engineering with Honours in Mechanical Science. In the 1914-1 918 
War he served in Gallipoli and France, earning the D.S.O. and M.C. 
In 1924 began his career as a diplomat and politician, becoming 
Federal Treasurer in 1937-1939. In the course of the 1939-1945 War 
he was Minister of Supply, Minister to the United States, and 
Minister resident in the Middle East, and a member of Churchill's 
War Cabinet. He was Governor of Bengal in 1944-1946, before 
returning to Federal Ministries at Canberra, finally quitting External 
Affairs in 1960. In that year he was made a Life Baron, Lord Casey 
of Berwick and Westminster. His last service in public life was as 
Governor-General of Australia from 1965-1969. 

Lord Casey received several Honorary Degrees from Universities 
in Australia, the United States, and Britain, and numerous Honorary 
Memberships of learned Institutions. He was frequently to be seen in 
Berwick, sometimes in the official Rolls-Royce with the Royal 
Pennant flying, sometimes driving his own Mini. 

He died two minutes before midnight on 17th June 1976. 
Lady Maie Casey, married in 1926, was the daughter of Major

General Sir Charles Ryan of Melbourne. She was educated in 
Melbourne and at Ascot, England, and is well known for her active 
interest in painting and flying._ 

"Edrington", once the property of Andrew Chirnside, was left by 
his widow to her nephew and niece, Colonel Rupert Ryan and his 
sister Maie, who later became Lady Casey. Rupert's share passed to 
his son Patrick, who sold it to Lord and Lady Casey. 

153 



Version: 1, Version Date: 25/08/2017
Document Set ID: 12144913

H.R.H. Prince Alfred, Duke of Edinburgh, K.G. 

( From a photograph taken in 1867, the year of his visit to Victoria) 

,---~ ~ 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
Medallions and portrait. 
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BEACONSFIELD 

On page 114 reference is made to the Duke of Edinburgh's stay at 
Bowman's Inn in 1867. He wrote his initials on a window-pane under 
the verandah, using a diamond set in his ring. The writer remembers 
seeing the letters, which were pointed out to him by the late William 
Wilson. When. the old building was demolished, the glass was not 
preserved, as far as is known. · 

During a depression in the work at the Berwick Quarry, Mr. Wilson 
prospected for I gold in the neighbourhood of Beaconsfield, and 
became knowledgeable about many such details of its history. 

The gold prospecting and mining activities referred to on page 106 
are dealt with in more detail in the records of the Geological Survey 
of Victoria (1937), and in Flett's "History of Gold Discovery in 
Victoria". 

Gold was first found at Upper Beaconsfield by H.J. Valentine in 
1872, and for several decades prospectors worked in the gullies south 
of the village. Of the many who came and went, we have the names of 
D. Cameron, Einsiedel, Foulds, and James Stirling. The Haunted 
Gully appears to have yielded some payable alluvial gold found in 
"washing sand" at a depth of 10 to 12 feet; that gully was later 
inundated to form the Beaconsfield Reservoir of the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission. Prospecting other areas was unrewarding, 
these being the Mayfield, Sailors, Welcome, and Walker's Gullies. 
The "mother lode" or reef where the gold originated, was not located. 
Several trenches and holes, and even shafts up to 50 and 90 feet deep, 
with side tunnels, remained in the gullies for years, as reminders of 
these unrequited labours; most of them have now been filled in. 

HARKAWAY STATE SCHOOL, No. 1697 

February 8th 1976 marked the Centenary of the opening of the 
Harkaway State School No. 1697. Many past pupils from various 
parts of the State and Canberra attended the celebrations which were 
organized by-the Principal, Mr. Ian McLean, and his Committee. It 
was an occassion of great jubilation at the meeting of old pupils who, 
in some instances, had not seen each other since school days. 

The present school was opened on the 1st February 1876, Mr. 
Noble being the first head master. 
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SCHOOL REGISTER 
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THE WARMBRUNN FAMILY 

In July of 1838 Frederick Warmbrunn, his wife and children, 
accompanied by' about 230 other persecuted religious refugees, 
embarked on. the "Bengalee" and "Prince George" in Hamburg, 
Germany for the long journey to the newly formed Colony of South 
Australia. 

In November he, and others led by Pastor Kave!, built their homes 
at Klemzig on the bank of the River Torrens a few miles from 
Adelaide. They tilled the hard dry land (it was. a very dry summer that 
year) and in a few months they were providing the Colony with sorely 
needed fresh vegetables. The immense watermelons were a great 
luxury where fruits and ice were unknown. 

As their small 5 acre farm prospered, it was necessary to move to 
the Barossa Valley where grazing land was available, and a larger 
farm would enable them to repay their passage'. money. The 
Warmbrunns stayed in the Barossa Valley until 1853, when the lure 
of gold made them pack their belongings and journey overland to 
Castlemaine Victoria. They travelled in March,. when the River 
Murray dried up in places and was possible to ford. 

By 1st July 1856 Frederick Warmbrunn had moved to Berwick and 
was a teacher at the Lutheran School at Berwick (Harkaway) from 
July to December 1856, at a salary of£50 for the 6 months. He was 
an active Churchman, attending the 1st and 2nd Synods in 1856-7, 
and he also took lay services every Sunday if Pastor Goethe was not 
uill~~ · 

In 1885 Frederick Warmbrunn died aged 82 and is buried in Block 
5 of the Harkaway cemetery. his children were Mary (1834-1910) of 
Golden Point and Carlton, who married Edwin Carter, a member of 
the Mining Board of Castlemaine; His son Gustav (1836-1912) 
married Wilhelmina Scholtz in 1860, they brought up a large family 
in Berwick and Prahran; and his son Ernest ( 1840-1915) and the first 
Australian-born member of the family married Catherine Stevens ;md 
bought "Tarilta" at Guys Hill Road, Beaconsfield, in 1904. Their 
wattle and daub home fell into disrepair and was owned by a 
granddaughter. Mrs. M. P. Austin of Crafers South Australia is a 
relative. 

The files of The Public Record Office, 328 Swanston Street, 
Melbourne, show that the Register of Denomination School Board 
Statistics 1848-5 7 Traugott Warmbrunn was a teacher at the 
Lutheran School at Berwick, 1856. Also Carl Hubner was teaching at 
the Lutheran School at Berwick 1st April, 1857-31st December, 1857. 

Extracts from "The Southern Australian" dated 24th November 
1838 Page 3-

It affords us great pleasure to announce the arrival in our harbour of 
a thorough TEMPERANCE SHIP "BENGALEE". Capt. Hamlin 
sails without wine, beer, or grog, and not only does Capt. Hamlin 
exert his influence, but his example contributes to the maintenance of 
this principle he has laid down. The ship "Bengalee" is a credHto all 
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connected with her, her hands are strong healthy fellows, thorough 
specimens of British sailors and they have already discharged more 
cargo since their arrival in the Colony than any three vessels that 
have yet visited us. We sincerely hope the temptations which will be 
held out at the port to induce these brave fellows to indulge there will 
be successfully resisted and their own efforts will be seconded by 
those who will come in contact with them whilst in port. 

REGISTER OF BURIALS IN THE BERWICK PUBLIC CEMETERY 

No. Name Age Occupation Denomination 
No. of Comp-
Grave artment 

Keating Child Roman Catholic 143 A 
1 Moore George 60 years Labourer Ch. of England 508 A North 

1868 
2 Louis Champion Labourer Wesleyan 244 B South 

3 A German Ch. of England 508 B 
4 W. Waite School Master Ch. of England 473 A 
5 Buchanan Child Presbyterian 313 A & B 

6 Bristane Child Presbyterian 347 A & B 

7 Kinnendy Child Roman Catholic 108 A&B 

8 Mrs. Kelly Ch. of England 715 A&B 

9 Burrows Child Ch. of England 472 A 

10 Wilson Child Presbyterian 381 A 
11 Brown Child Presbyterian 381 B 

12 Mrs. Kate Ritchie Wesleyan 278 B 
13 McMullen Child Roman Catholic 540 A 

14 Edward Brunt Child Ch. of England 681 B 

15 Human Bones Found Ch. of England 507 B 

16 Shorter, Black Man Ch. of England 507 B 

17 Robert Sykes Youth Wesleyan 275 B 
1871 

18 Mrs. Dalglish Presbyterian 450 B 
19 Richardson Child Presbyterian 279 A&B 

20 Rae Child Presbyterian 245 A & B 
21 Rae Boy Presbyterian 245 A&B 
22 Rae Boy Presbyterian 245 A&B 
23 Killeen Child Roman Catholic 75 A&B 
24 Butler Child Ch. of England ' 472 B 
25 David Hughs Labourer Ch. of England 507 A 
26 Hunt Child Ch. of England 438 B 
27 John Buchanan 21 years Presbyterian 314 -A & B 

28 Mrs. Smith Presbyterian 451 B 
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MEMOIRS OF HARKAWAY 

It's a hundred and twenty odd years 
Since the settlers first came here to toil 
At Harkaway, a'nd make a living 
By clearing and tilling the soil 

Privations those brave settlers suffered, 
Though hardworking, honest and poor, 
Built their homes out of daub and young wattle, 
Shingle roofs, and hard earth for the floor. 

On Sabbath days they would all gather, 
And to God they would always give praise 
In a church that they built with their labour 
And money that others did raise. 

Then as the community flourished, 
Some prospered and others did well, 
With offerings and their meagre savings, 
They bought and erected a bell. 

The bell tolled for worship each Sunday, 
Which to them was their one day of rest, 
For miles they did come to the service 
Dressed up in their neat Sunday best. 

The cemetery is close to the churchyard; 
As was the custom when someone did die, 
The bell would be solemnly tolling 
As the hearse and the mourners passed by. 

Father Time in his stride has marched onwards, 
Those grand old folks now have all gone, 
But some daughters, sons and grandchildren 
With these memories do still linger on. 

The church where they all went to worship, 
No signs of it now can be found, 
But the churchyard and all its surroundings, 
To us folks, it is still hallowed ground. 

Standing high on its poles in its glory, 
Still proud and defiant, the bell 
Is a relic, and still in its grandeur, 
If it could talk, Oh, what tales it could tell. 

Like the cemetery's guardian Angel, 
The bell, its lone vigil does keep, 
Like a sentinel guarding and watching 
O'er the graves where the pioneers sleep. 

T. H. (Bert) Wanke, Powelltown 
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In conclusion may this amended version of the third edition of 
" Early Days of Berwick" lead to a continuity of Berwick' s recorded 
history as the future unfolds. 
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