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Edrington was built in 1906-07 by pastoralist
Samuel Peter McKay & later became home
to Richard & Maie Casey, who give the City
of Casey its name. Lord Baron Casey of

Berwick (1890-1976) achieved much in life.
During WWI he served in the navy, Gallipoli
& the Western Front & received a Military
Cross. He married Maie Ryan in 1926 while
working in London. Elected to Australia’s
Parliament in 1931, he became Treasurer
from 1935-39, was Ambassador to the
United States 1940-42 & was appointed 
as Governor of Bengal (India) by Churchill
in 1943. On return he was again elected 
to Australia’s Parliament as the Member 
for Latrobe (1949-60). Asia, Antarctica & 
the CSIRO were among his many interests.
Governor General from 1965-69, the Casey’s
were flying enthusiasts & commuted 

to Canberra from their own 
airfield at Berwick.

www.casey.vic.gov.au

Edrington 
Connies Collectables ©

Tooradin 

Connies Collectables ©

The Wilson Botanic Park in Berwick was 
once an operational quarry until the late
1970s. Originally founded by William 
Wilson in 1859, the quarry soon became

renowned for producing some of the highest
quality basalt in the Melbourne region. 
In 1973, as an enduring gift to the people 
of Berwick, George & Faye Wilson donated
42 acres of the quarry as a public park. 

The City of Berwick purchased an additional
58 acres before opening the park to the 
public in 1992. A fossil seam is something
not generally found in a botanic garden but
here we have two! Many fossils have been
found, some more than 22 million years old,
including fossilised wood, leaves & pollens. 
To find both tropical & temperate species 

together is rare & reveals that 
the area was once a rainforest.

www.casey.vic.gov.au
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Clyde has a unique farming history with 
rich sandy loam soils, flat to undulating
land, mild weather & a water supply that 
is ideal for market gardening. Vegetable
growers began moving into Clyde in the late
1950’s & replaced dairy farming & grazing as
the primary industry.  Many Dutch & Italian
growers arrived & today generations of 
Corrigans, Arnotts, Schreurs & Lamattinas
are some of the families still growing 
vegetables in the district. Today, up to a
quarter of Melbourne's vegetables & the
bulk of our spinach, celery, leeks, spring
onions, flowers & herbs like parsley & basil,
come from farming country around Clyde.
With the unique advantage of being close 
to Melbourne, local farmers grow fresh 

seasonal produce for markets, supermarkets
& greengrocers. The Clyde 
horticultural precinct is a 

“food bowl”.

www.casey.vic.gov.au
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Two famous Australian artists, Jessie Traill 
& Arthur Boyd have lived & produced their
art in the foothills north of Narre Warren 
& Berwick. Unlike many women of her time,
Jesse Traill (1881-1967) never married,
instead focusing on travel & developing 

her career as a nurse, painter & printmaker. 
Inspired by friend & artist Tom Roberts,
Jessie made large landscape prints with 
natural & industrial themes from ‘Trees In 
The Landscape’ to the ‘Sydney Harbour
Bridge’. Many of her prints were made in 
her Harkaway studio & she exhibited in 
Australia & around the world. Arthur Boyd
(1920-99) painted murals in his uncle’s 
home on A’Beckett Rd. Like Jessie, 

Arthur had a strong social conscience & 
is famous for making beautiful paintings 

with humanitarian, love, loss 
& shame themes. 

www.casey.vic.gov.au

Jessie Traill & Arthur Boyd  
Connies Collectables ©

The City of Casey is made from parts of the
old Shires of Cranbourne & Berwick. Both
were proclaimed in 1868. The Shire of 

Cranbourne councillors first met in the Old
Shire Offices (pictured) in September 1875. 
A separate part of the building housed the
Post Office. By the 1950s, both Cranbourne 
& Berwick were rural, semi-suburban areas
with farming the main stay in the south 
& east & industrial growth in the west. 
The Housing Commission purchased land
& built the Doveton Eumemmerring housing
estate for industry workers in Hallam & 

Dandenong, with some of the land set aside
for the Myuna Farm. The City of Casey was 
formed in 1994 taking in Endeavour Hills,
Doveton, Hampton Park, Lyndhurst, 
Cranbourne, Pearcedale, Warneet, 
Cannons Creek, Blind Bight, 
Tooradin, Clyde, Berwick, 
Harkaway & Narre Warren.  

www.casey.vic.gov.au
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Casey’s coast is a rich wonderland of 
diverse ecosystems & home to species
found nowhere else in the world. In 2002,
the United Nations proclaimed the Western
Port region a UNESCO biosphere reserve with
seagrass meadows, mangroves, saltmarsh
& coastal woodlands. Seagrass meadows
act as a nursery & refuge for small marine
organisms, seahorses, juvenile whiting 
& crabs. Mangroves are small trees with
breathing roots that live between high &
low tide & harbour fish, crabs & insects 
important in the marine food chain. 

A saltmarsh relies on temporary flooding 
& is diverse with grasses, reeds, sedges,
rushes, succulent herbs & shrubs. Coastal
woodlands filter water, stop erosion & 

provide shelter for bees & birds. Migrating
shorebirds like the Curlew Sandpiper fly 
up to 12,000kms from Arctic breeding
grounds to Western Port. Casey’s history

features a meteorite shower of 
world significance which is 
depicted on the logo.

www.casey.vic.gov.au

By the mid-late 1830s, squatters started 
arriving with sheep & cattle on the lands 
of the Kulin Nation. On country where 

the Kulin people found eggs, fish, shellfish,
kangaroo, possum & warrigal spinach,
squatters settled in the area now occupied
by the coastal villages of Blind Bight, 
Cannons Creek and Warneet. This part 
of Western Port was covered by two 

squatting runs, the Balla Balla Run & the
Bourbinandera Run. The Bourbinandera 
Run was also known as Rutherfords after
the leasee, Thomas Rutherford. Rutherford
Inlet contributed to the areas reputation 
as a sporting paradise due to good fishing. 
The Balla Balla homestead was built by 
Dr James Smith Adams & later Alexander
Hunter from the mid 1850s to early 1880s. 
Today, Balla Balla is architecturally 

significant as a relatively 
intact example of a rare 
colonial Georgian style. 

www.casey.vic.gov.au

Many of the first Europeans to settle in 
the rolling hills of Harkaway were Germans

of the Lutheran faith seeking better 
opportunities, religious freedom & peace
from the political turmoil in Europe. 

Families with names like Wanke, Scholtz 
& Fritzlaff arrived from the mid 1840s. 
They came with European farming 

traditions, cleared some land & built small
timber homes. Many set up dairy farms 
producing milk & cheese. Ernst G Wanke
(1823-97), purchased 640 acres of land in
1853. Famous in the district as a Doctor 
of Dentistry, he sold a block on Hessell
Road for 1 pound where the community 
built a Lutheran Church with Bell Tower 
in 1869. It “possessed a tone regarded 

as superb” & was rebuilt in 1935 by their
descendants. Today the Bell Tower 

remains as a tribute to 
Harkaway’s German history.

www.casey.vic.gov.au

The Kulin people called a great mythical
monster that lived on the edge of the 
great swamp “Too-roo-dun”. Explorers 

Hovell & Strzelecki were the first Europeans
to survey the area & they were soon 
followed in the 1840s by squatters. 

It was professional fisherman & sailors of
small coastal boats who developed Tooradin
into a living township, & not just as a resort
or a place to break the long journey to 

South Gippsland & French & Phillip Island. 
One of the first houses built in Tooradin 
was the Fisherman’s Cottage in 1875.
Today, the Fisherman’s Cottage Museum 
is a historic property managed by the
Cranbourne Shire Historical Society. 

The cottage explores the history of Tooradin
& surrounds, & has extensive historic 
displays including fishing & farming
equipment from yesteryear.

www.casey.vic.gov.au

Railways have been important in the 
development of Casey country & have 

influenced the location & growth of towns
like Narre Warren, Berwick, Cranbourne,
Clyde & Tooradin. Trains took people to 
Melbourne, produce to markets & opened
the area to industry. The first train line 
into Casey was built to Gippsland & Sale,
with the section from Oakleigh to Bunyip
opening in 1877. Railways transported 
timber from Berwick & by the 1890s, fruit
from the many orchards planted in the 

hills around Narre Warren North was railed
to Melbourne & exported interstate & 

overseas. The South Gippsland line opened
from Dandenong to Cranbourne in 1888 
& was extended to Clyde & Tooradin in 
1890. Fish caught in Sawtells Inlet & 
Western Port could now go to the 
many fishmarkets in a fast 
growing Melbourne. 
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