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Introduction 

The City of Casey is committed to ensuring new developments provide quality 

landscaping outcomes that are sustainable and sensitive to the surrounding 

character.  

The purpose of this document is to: 

• provide a clear understanding of Council’s processes and requirements in 
regard to preparing a Landscape Master Plan.    

• enhance and help expedite the endorsement, approval, construction, 
practical and final completion processes for landscaping.   

• ensure Council achieves a consistent standard of landscaping for these 
developments.  

This document outlines Council’s expectations and guidelines for preparing a 

Landscape Master Plan.   

When is a Landscape Master Plan required? 

A Landscape Master Plan is required for a subdivision application where land (street tree, 

open space, and/or wetland and drainage corridors) will be vested to Council or another 

Referral Party such as Melbourne Water.  

The Landscape Master Plan is stipulated in the conditions of the Planning Permit and are 

endorsed when they satisfy the conditions of the Planning Permit. These endorsed plans are 

legally binding.   

The Landscape Master Plan will include one or more of the following:     

• Streetscape Landscape Master Plan  

• Open Space Landscape Master Plan  

• Wetland and Drainage Corridor Landscape Master Plan  

The Landscape Master Plan must address any relevant conditions in the Planning Permit 

such as: Cultural Heritage Overlays, Fire Buffer Zones, Easements, Tree Management 

Plans, Environmental Management Plans, other Referral Authority conditions. Refer to the 

Planning Permit for specific conditions.    

 

If you are unsure if a Landscape Master Plan is required 

Phone (03) 9705 5200 

Email caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au 

mailto:caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au
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Who must prepare a Landscape Master Plan? 

Landscape Master Plans must be prepared by a suitably qualified Landscape Architect, 

Landscape Designer or Horticulturist, to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

How to submit a Landscape Master Plan 

The landscape plan must be submitted in one of the following ways:  

• Via email (quoting address and planning application number) to 

caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au 

• Via the Casey website portal 

  

mailto:caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au
https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/submission-of-plans-comply-permit-condition
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Landscape Master Plan Requirements 

Overall presentation and minimal inclusions 

Title Block To include:   

• Planning Application Number  

• Landscape Designer’s name, qualifications and contact details 

• Version and date 

Orientation Must include a North arrow 

Scale Drawn to scale (1:100 where possible) 

Dimensions Linear dimensions given in metres and millimetres 

Text Type scaled to size so that it is legible 

Presentation Presented in clear graphics and provided in an electronic format 

Plant Schedule A detailed plant schedule which includes botanical name, 

common name, mature height and spread, pot size and quantity 

for each species 

Legend Clear and easy to understand legend that references the 

information shown on the plan 

Consistency with 

other documents 

Must be drawn in accordance with endorsed Development Plan 

Notes The provision of notes regarding site preparation, including the 

removal of all weeds, proposed mulch, soil types and thickness, 

subsoil preparation and any specific maintenance requirements 
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Street Tree Landscape Master Plan – specific requirements 

a) The general layout of street tree plantings including the proposed tree species shown as a 

coloured line on the plan. 

• The tree species must be selected to be consistent with the following 

principles/outcomes:   

• A diverse and future climate suitable range of species that will achieve a long-term 

green asset 50+ years, with canopy cover of at least 30 per cent (to be demonstrated 

graphically on plan to scale or in table, see example below).  

• Species nominated must not generally be greater than 30 per cent from a particular 

botanical Family, greater than 20 per cent from a particular botanical Genus, and no 

greater than 10 per cent for a particular botanical Species, within the development. To 

be represented in table format (see example below). 

• Mature tree sizes generally in accordance with road cross sections nominated in the 

relevant Precinct Structure Plan.  

• Preference for the provision of Deciduous tree species on East/West aligned streets, 

and Evergreen tree species on North/South aligned streets.  

• Planting of trees in vicinity of shared user paths that will provide a minimum of 50 per 

cent shade cover to the shared paths at tree maturity.  

• The indicative location of paths and trails as per both the relevant Precinct Structure 

Plans and approved subdivision master plan.  

b) The location of fencing including tree, walkway and vehicle exclusion fencing.  

c) Indicative road reserve cross-sections with street tree planting illustrated.  

d) Consistency of streetscape planting where streets continue from adjoining developments 

into the subject site. 

  



 

6 LANDSCAPE PLANNING GUIDELINES – PREPARING A LANDSCAPE MASTER PLAN  

OFFICIAL 

Open Space Landscape Master Plan – specific requirements 

a) The general layout of reserve plantings including the proposed location of evergreen and 

deciduous tree species, and an indicative species list of all proposed planting.  

b) The proposed location of structures and furniture items.  

c) The proposed location of playgrounds including a list of proposed play elements and age 

groups of play.  

d) The location of fencing including tree, walkway, vehicle exclusion and open space reserve 

fencing.  

e) A diverse and future climate suitable range of species that will achieve a long-term green 

asset 50+ years, with canopy cover of at least 30 per cent (to be demonstrated graphically 

on plan to scale).  

f) Species nominated must not generally be greater than 30 per cent from a particular 

botanical Family, greater than 20 per cent from a particular botanical Genus, and no 

greater than 10 per cent for a particular botanical Species, within the development.  

g) Within open space reserves, the provision of a minimum of 50 per cent ground coverage is 

required in proportion to the percentage of mature tree canopy. Lawn is not considered 

understorey planting. This must utilise sustainable species, provide for connectivity for 

fauna, assist in mitigation of urban heat island impacts, and is designed in accordance 

with Safety by Design and WSUD Principles.  

h) The greening of easements where possible, utilising appropriate sustainable species 

which are compliant with requirements of and to the approval of the vested Easement 

Authority and the Responsible Authority. 

Notes: 

• Active recreational reserves must not be located in areas used to drain or carry flood 

waters (unless provision is made for the creation of a natural wetland system), a buffer 

to a transport corridor, a drainage reserve, a hill slope or area affected by a hazard 

such as a transmission easement.   

• Active recreational reserves are not less than ten (10) metres in width.  

• All play equipment must meet current Australian Standards for Playground Equipment 

4685.0:2017. 

• The proposed location of public art. This will require approval of the City of Casey Art 

Officer.  

• Where Open Space is to be delivered by more than one developer, the first 

proponent’s Planning Permit will typically require them to provide an Open Space 

Landscape Master Plan for the entire proposal. 
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Drainage and Wetland Reserve Landscape Master Plan – specific requirements 

a) 1:10 and 1:100 flood levels.  

b) Any proposed changes to existing levels including any structural elements such as 

retaining walls. Park furniture, infrastructure, paths proposed trees must be above the 

1:100 flood level.   

c) Any crossing of a waterway must be above the 1:100 flood level.   

d) The general layout of reserve plantings including the proposed location of evergreen and 

deciduous tree species, and an indicative species list of all proposed planting.  

e) The proposed location of structures and furniture items.  

f) The proposed location of paths, trails and any other pavement areas including built 

edge/urban edge treatments including indicative cross-sections.  

g) The location of fencing including tree, walkway, vehicle exclusion and open space reserve 

fencing.  

Notes: 

• The Drainage Corridor/Wetland Landscape Master Plan must comply with the vested 

Easement Authority (e.g. Melbourne Water) and be compliant with: Habitat zones in 

accordance with the relevant Precinct Structure Plan and Threatened Fauna 

Conservation Management Plan, Cultural Heritage Management Plans in accordance 

with Bunnarong Land Council and/or Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register.  

• An asset key. The asset key denotes the assets each authority maintains. General rule 

of thumb is that Casey maintains areas above 1:100 flood level and Melbourne Water 

maintains areas below 1:100 flood level.  

• Drainage reserves, bioretention basins, wetlands and any Water Sensitive Urban 

Design measures must satisfy the objectives of “Best Practice Environmental 

Management Guidelines” (CSIRO 1999).  

• Plantings below the 1:100 flood level must meet Melbourne Water Planting Guidelines 

and Melbourne Water South Eastern Councils WSUD Guidelines 

• Seating is required at a minimum of every 400m.  

• Cross sections where required or requested.  

Note: A maintenance agreement must be submitted to and approved by the Responsible 

Authority. Drainage Corridor or Wetland Landscape Master Plans must also be submitted to 

Melbourne Water prior to Council for approval. Drainage Corridors and Wetlands will not be 

accepted for handover until Council has reached an agreement with Melbourne Water that 

the requirements have been met. 

  

Further information  

For further information and assistance please contact our Planning Team:  

• In person at Bunjil Place, 2 Patrick Northeast Drive, Narre Warren  

• Phone (03) 9705 5200  

• Email caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au 

mailto:caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au

