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Introduction 

These Streetscape Guidelines set consistent standards for planning, designing, 

and managing streetscapes within the City of Casey. They prioritise pedestrian 

safety and comfort, accessibility, environmental sustainability and mitigate 

Urban Heat Island effect through urban forestry and landscaping. 

By following these guidelines, the council aims to create high-quality 

streetscapes that foster community pride, economic vitality, and provide an 

exceptional public space for residents, workers, and visitors. 

The process 

Submission 

Submit Detailed Landscape Construction Plans to the Council for assessment via 

email landscapesubdivision@casey.vic.gov.au 

Email subject: Landscape Plan – Estate name – Stage # – Plan name – LA name – 

Date submitted (dd-mm-yyyy) 

Approval 

Upon assessment, if the Detailed Landscape Construction Plans comply with the 

Endorsed Landscape Masterplans and meet Council requirements, the plans will be 

approved 

Compliance Documents 

The Landscape Detail Design Plan must be in accordance with the endorsed Subdivision 

Master Plans, and address all information relevant to the conditions of the planning permit. 

These include: 

• Endorsed Subdivision Master Plans 

• Endorsed Open Space Master Plans 

• Endorsed Street Tree Master Plans 

• Endorsed Public Infrastructure Plan 

• Approved Engineering Plans 
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Standards to be in accordance with 

• Australian Standards Protection of Trees on Development sites AS 4970-2025 

• Tree planting zones in residential nature strips in accordance with “Code of Practice –

Management of Infrastructure in Road Reserves” 2016 (Appendix 1 – p39) 

• Green infrastructure embedded in the civil design (‘Embedding Green Infrastructure Best 

Practice Toolkit’ Yarra City 2018) 

• Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, “Trees for Cooler and Greener 

Streetscapes,” Victorian Government, accessed May 27, 2024 

• Department of Justice and Community Safety, “Safer Design Guidelines,” Victorian 

Government, accessed May 27, 2024 

Tree Height and Nature Strip Size Guidelines 

Council has an ultimate nature strip dimension that we consider desirable for tree growth rate 

and size. The following categories have been determined: 

CANOPY TREE MATURE HEIGHT 

Small Trees between 5-10 metres for a < 3 metre nature strip size 

Medium Trees between 10–15 metres for a > 4.2 metre nature strip size 

Large Trees greater than 15 metres in height for a > 4.6 metre nature strip size 
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City of Casey Tree Placement Offsets 
 

Trees must be meet the following offset requirements: 

OFFSET ASSET/SERVICE 

1.5 metres From footpaths (plant central to the nature strip however) 

1.25 metres From back of kerb 

3 metres From driveways 

4 metres From light poles and power poles 

2 metres From service pits 

1.5 metres From side from the services indicator on the front of kerb 

2.5 metres From the LV electrical junction point 

2.5 metres From the HV electrical junction point 

6 metres From intersections 

2 metres From storm water outlet pits 

3 metres From fire plugs 

5 metres From Council reserve adjoining properties 
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Detailed Landscape Construction Plans 
 

Plans for Streetscape must include: 

• Title Page Key Plan of the subdivision giving context of the subject site, including street 

names and labelling of adjoining stages. 

• General Arrangement Plan overall setout landscape elements. 

• Landscape Sheet Plans showing the extent of works, proposed trees, garden beds, 

grassed areas, and vehicle exclusion fencing. Electrical services must be shown in a 

single contrasting colour. 

• Planting Schedule detailing symbols, codes, or colours for plant identification, including 

botanical names, mature size, quantity, plant density, and pot size at installation. 

Organise into trees, shrubs, ground covers, and climbers, listing botanical names 

alphabetically within each category. 

• Details of hardscape and softscape elements. 

Additional information: 

• Landscape plans to be 1:500 (General Arrangement Plan) and 1:250 (Landscape Sheet 

Plans). 

• All landscape plans must include current engineering base drawing information and 

adjacent stages and estates. 

• Engineering base should have a lower graphic hierarchy than the landscape drawing.   

• Include Casey’s Street Tree Offset Table in the landscape documentation. 

• If a Reserve is proposed additional pages may be required. Please see Open Space 

Guidelines for further information. 
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Landscape Specifications 
Softscape 

Tree Planting 

Tree species selection must align with the Endorsed Street Tree Masterplan. 

Tree specifications and supply must meet AS2303:2018 standards.  

Trees must be a minimum of 45 litre pot size and 25mm DSH at installation.  

Trees must be at minimum of 2 metres high at installation.  

Trees larger than 45 litres at installation will require an extended maintenance period.  

Trees must have three stakes painted black and secured with nylon ties.  

Utilise fit-for-purpose root management systems for disturbance mitigation. 

Garden Bed Planting 

Offset plants by 500mm from paths, residential fences, and the back of the kerb. 

Design plantings to ensure plants stay within the garden bed boundary for at least three 

years before needing to be trimmed. 

Consider plant health and growth habits when determining plant density. 

Prioritise planting schemes with locally grown plants and build partnerships with local 

nurseries to support this initiative. 

Ensure the early procurement of plants to meet species and pot size requirements. 

Give preference to longer-lived species (10+ years). 

Grass Areas 

The maximum mowable gradient accepted by council is 1:6. 

Hydroseed details must include a seed mix appropriate for the season when sown. 

Direct seeding may be accepted where the risk of erosion is low. 

Instant turf should be either ‘Village Green’ or ‘Eureka’. 

Mulch 

Use only organic mulch, excluding pine or recycled mulch. 

It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure that the mulch is free from contaminants, such as 

asbestos. 
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Topsoil Management  

Ensure minimum topsoil depths:  

• Grassed areas: 100mm 

• Garden beds: 200mm 

Develop an Existing Site Soil Management Plan (ESSMP) to address stripping, storage, and 

use of soil. 

Mitigate compaction and eliminate debris.  

Implement erosion control measures for finished levels with gradients greater than 1:3. 

Topsoil must adhere to AS 4419-2023 standards for Landscaping and Gardens. 

Excavation Requirements 

Contractor is to notify Superintendent prior to deleting any trees due to service infrastructure 

locations. 

Contractor to ‘Dial Before You Dig’ prior to excavating tree holes to verify underground 

services. Phone: 1100 

Hand Excavation may be necessary for excavation in close proximity to services. 

Tree set out to be confirmed on site by Council Officer prior to excavating tree holes. 

Power Kiosks and Vehicle Deterrent Treatments 

Refer to AusNet Guidelines. 

For example, bollard, tree and chain, bollard, tree and rail refer to Casey Standard Drawings 

Medium Strips and Roundabouts 

A 500mm apron either Concrete or Organic Mulch. 

Minimum 100mm path for maintenance. 

500mm offset for planting not required. 

Simple wide bads of planting. 3-10 metres wide.  

Each band to be either shrub, ground cover, or grasses. Must be separate, not mixed.  

Pebblecrete mulch not supported.  

Only Evergreen Trees must be proposed. 

Equestrian Trails 

For all information on Equestrian Trails, please refer to Casey’s Equestrian Trail Strategy  

http://www.casey.vic.gov.au/engineering-standard-drawings
https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/policies-strategies/equestrian-strategy
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Landscape Specifications 
Hardscape 

Vehicle Exclusion Fencing (VEF) 

The Council’s preference is for bollards connected by chains, with a tree replacing every third 

or fourth bollard. Steel cable is not supported. 

Bollards connected by chains may be spaced up to 3 metres apart, while bollards to trees 

may be spaced 1.6 metres apart. 

There must be an opening every 9 metres. 

Details and specifications should include materials, dimensions, footings, attachments, and 

finishes. 

Bollards must have a reflector and a minimum 25mm hole drilled at the base for a fracture 

point. 

Vehicle exclusion treatments can include trees, garden beds, boulders, blocks, bollards, 

bollards connected by chain/rail with interplanted trees, or other Council-approved options. 

VEF details to be submitted to the Council must include a minimum offset of 500mm from the 

back of kerb for roads with speed limits of 50km/h or under, and a minimum offset of 2.5 

metres for roads with speed limits over 50km/h. 

Removable or collapsible bollards will be required at maintenance access points. 

Where possible, please use recycled materials. 

Bollards need to have a shackle thickness of 8.7mm for Council locks. 

Easements 

Applicants must contact the easement’s Responsible Authority for the relevant information 

about what can be achieved on site. 

Edging 

Steel edging. Specify 5mm mild steel flat plan, welded on-site.  

Timber edging is not supported. 

Shared User paths must have a minimum 500mm clearance from structures. 

Concrete edge: Refer to Casey Standard Drawings 

Spade edge: Refer to Casey Standard Drawings 
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Furniture 

Detail and specify all furniture, seating platforms, picnic seating including: Material Supplier 

details, colour and coating type and maintenance.  

500mm from front of seat to footpath for access. 

500mm apron side of seat for pram and wheelchairs to park. 

Council’s preference is for benches with arm and back rests. 
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