GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT FIRE RISK

City of
Casey

PREPARING

FOR SUMMER

As the weather warms and grass begins to cure/dry, we see an increased risk
of fires spreading and causing damage to property or people.
Fortunately, there are things you can do to reduce this risk.

What is the Fire Danger Period?

Each year, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) declares a

Fire Danger Period, which is also commonly referred to as
Fire Restrictions, both terms mean the same thing. During
this period, strict rules apply to the use of fire outdoors to
help prevent bushfires.

Fire prevention inspection program

From 1 November each year, Fire Prevention Officers from
the City of Casey begin inspecting large and vacant
properties across the municipality to identify potential fire
hazards and assess general maintenance. Because the City of
Casey is covered by both CFA and Fire Rescue Victoria (FRV),
the type of Fire Prevention Notice you may receive depends
on the location of your property.

| own a residential zoned or under 10,000 sqm block with
no house on it, what do | need to do?

You need to comply with the Local Law all year round
which requires that the grass is less than 30cm high.
regular mowing is necessary to ensure compliance.

Smaller residential properties will not usually receive a
Fire Prevention Notice. These properties are more likely
to receive a Notice to Comply under the Local Law. If
you receive this notice, your property has already been
found in breach of the Local Law and an immediate fine
may apply. It is important to regularly maintain your
property.

Trees do not necessarily pose a hazard if the surface
fuel is well maintained. Keep the grass short around the
base of your trees, especially smooth bark trees.

If Council officers assess that a property poses or could pose
a fire risk, they will issue a Fire Prevention Notice outlining
the actions required to reduce or eliminate the hazard. If
long grass is found in breach of Local Law 2023, a Notice to
Comply will be issued instead.

You must complete the required works by the specified due
date. If you need more time or a change to the required
works, you must contact the Municipal Fire Prevention
Officer (MFPO) to request an extension or variation.

Failure to comply may result in:

e Afine of 10 times the current penalty unit, and

e Additional charges for any hazard removal carried out
by Council.

| own a large property over 10,000sgm or live in a
rural area, what do | need to do?

On large rural properties, fires can become intense and
cause risk to surrounding properties. Here are a few simple
things that you can do to reduce that risk:

If you're growing grass for hay, you must maintain a fire
break of at least six metres around the perimeter of
your property during the Fire Danger Period.

If you're grazing livestock, a fire break may also be
necessary. You can use temporary fencing to strip-graze
along the boundaries. Some animals prefer slashed
grass, so cutting and feeding grass can be an effective
way to manage fuel loads.

If the grass isn’t going to be used for fodder or hay, the
entire property should be slashed. Consider contacting
a contractor who can bale the grass for hay.



Before the Fire Danger Period starts, consider burning-off fallen branches to reduce the

fuel load across your property. All burning-off in the City of Casey needs a Permit to Burn.

You can apply for a permit online at

The following City of Casey programs help prepare for the summer Fire Danger Period:

Roadside slashing program

The City of Casey’s rural roadsides are
cut twice a year. The grass is cut to a
uniform height of 100mm or 120mm in
high-conservation areas.

First cut: approximately 1 November
to 31 December.

Second cut: approximately 1 January
to 28 February.

If the Fire Danger Period is declared
for a longer period, a third cut may
occur on higher risk roadsides.

What is a Total Fire Ban?

Park and reserve maintenance

Grass in urban parks and reserves is
usually cut every three weeks.

Each bushland reserve in the City of
Casey has a Fire Management Plan
which includes fire breaks as well as
general management of fuel loading
across the reserve. These plans are
reviewed each year by the
Sustainability & Waste team and Fire
Prevention Officers from the City of
Casey Emergency Management
Unit.

apply-permit-burn-off

There are some parks or reserves in
the City of Casey that are managed
by other government agencies, such
as Melbourne Water, Department of
Transport and Planning or the
Department of Education. In these
cases, Council’s Fire Prevention
Officers work with the responsible
agency to ensure that the fire risk is
managed.

A Day of Total Fire Ban is declared by the CFA when the weather conditions for that day call for additional restrictions in

place to reduce the risk of any fires starting.

Where can | get more information?

The CFA website tells you what you can do during the Fire Danger Period and on days of Total Fire Ban. Visit the below

websites for more information:
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Contact the City of Casey:

Web: caseyvic.gov.au

Email: caseycc@caseyvic.gov.au

Phone: 03 9705 5200

Post: PO Box 1000, Narre Warren VIC 3805
NRS:

133 677 (for the deaf, hearing or speech impaired)

VICTORIA

frv.vic.gov.au

Customer Service Centres:

Narre Warren:
Cranbourne:

ABN: 43 320 295742
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