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WELCOME TO 
KINDERGARTEN 
in the City of Casey
This booklet has information on how to apply for kindergarten for 
your child. Applying is free all you need is a valid email address. 

Children do not need to be Australian citizen’s to attend 
kindergarten.

9705 5200

kinderenrolment@casey.vic.gov.au 

The City of Casey proudly acknowledges the traditional owners,
Casey’s Aboriginal communities and their rich culture and pays
respect to their Elders past, present and future.

We acknowledge Aboriginal people as Australia’s first peoples and
as the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we
work and live.



Kindergarten 
is free
3-year-old and 4-year-old children can access  
15 hours of funded kindergarten per week.

Kindergarten is an important step for  
young children and supports a smooth  
entry into school.



When will my child 
start kindergarten?

Your child must be 3 years old 
before they can start kindergarten.

For children born between January and 
April, they can start:

3-year-old 
kindergarten in the 

year they turn  
3 or 4 years old

4-year-old 
kindergarten in the 

year they turn  
4 or 5 years old



Sessional 
Kindergartens 
within the Central 
Registration and 
Enrolment Scheme  
The City of Casey CRES provides families a single point of entry 
to express their interest in attending either a Council managed or 
Independantly managed sessional kindergarten program.

To find your nearest kindergarten visit the Find a Kindergarten 
page on the City of Casey Website or scan the QR code below.

SCAN ME 
To find your nearest 
kindergarten.





STEP 
1

Expression of Interest Stage 
Open from Febuary to May  
for the following year

STEP 
2

Registration Stage 
Opens in June

STEP 
3

Offer Stage 
Begins in August

STEP 
4

Enrolment Stage
From October to December

STEP 
5

Orientation Stage
Late January

STEP 
6 The kindergarten year begins

Registration and 
Enrolment process



SCAN ME 
For the City of Casey 
Expression of Interest form 

STEP 
1

Expression of 
Interest STAGE
Expressing your interest in kindergarten at this stage means you 
will be notified when the kindergarten timetable is available and 
invited to submit a registration.  

This stage is open from February to May. Families will still be able 
to register for kindergarten, even if they have not submitted an 
expression of interest application.

Simply complete the form using the QR code or visit Casey’s 
webiste.



SCAN ME 
For the City of Casey 
Kindergarten Registration Form

STEP 
2 Registration 

Stage 
The registration stage allows families to nominate their preferred 
kindergarten location, group and session times.

When submitting the registration you can list multiple sessions 
at the same kindergarten or multiple sessions at different 
kindergartens. 

Registrations are open in June for the following year.

Families who wish to register for the current year can do so until 
October. 

Simply complete the form using the QR code and your child will be 
placed on the waiting list



Offer Stage
In August, the year before your child is due to start, we begin 
offering kindergarten places.

Registrations are scored based on each family’s circumstances.

Places are allocated in the following order:

1. 	Children who meet the Department of Education’s Priority of 
Access criteria.

2.	Children who meet the City of Casey local criteria.

3.	Children who do not meet the City of Casey local criteria.

Families will be notified by email and can either accept or  
decline the offer.  Families who did not receive an offer will  
also be notified.

Offers are made on an ongoing basis, including  
during the kindergarten year.

STEP 
3



Enrolment 
Stage 

Council Managed Kindergartens

Children placed at Council managed kindergartens will be 
required to complete a Child Enrolment Record and Kindergarten 
Funding Declaration prior to their child starting kindergarten. 

Independantly Managed Kindergartens

Children placed at an Independently managed kindergarten will be 
contacted directly by the kindergarten service provider to discuss 
the enrolment process.

STEP 
4



Orientation 
and starting 
Kindergarten
Council Managed Kindergartens 

Families will be invited to book into an orientation session.  
Orientation sessions take place at the beginning of the 
kindergarten year.

Independantly Managed Kindergartens

Families will be contacted directly by the service  
provider to discuss the orientation process.

STEP 
5

STEP 
6



Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) 

Early Start Kindergarten provides eligible 3-year-old children 
access to 15 hours of kindergarten per week.

Eligible children include: 

•	 If a child, parent or guardian is of Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander descent.

•	 If your family has had contact with Child Protection or is in  
Out of Home Care, including Kinship care.

•	 If the child, parent, or guardian has one of the following visas: 
-	 Immi Card.
-	 Refugee or Asylum Seeker Visa (200, 201, 202, 203, 204, 

449, 785, 786, 790, 851 or 866). 
-	 Bridging Visa for any of the above Refugee or Asylum  

Seeker visas.

Pre-prep 4-year-old kindergarten

From 2026, some priority children can access the Pre-Prep 
program. These children can attend between 16 and 25 hours  
of 4-year-old kindergarten each week.

Children are eligible if they:

•	 Are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander.

•	 Are from a refugee or asylum seeker background.

•	 Have had contact with Child Protection, now or in the past.

•	 Children who were accessed Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) or 
the Access to Early Learning (AEL) program for Three-Year-Old 
Kindergarten.

From 2028 Pre Prep hours will expand to also include children/
families who hold a Commonwealth concession card or are 
multiple birth (triplet or more).
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Contact City of Casey 

03 9705 5200
NRS: 133 677 (for the deaf,  
hearing or speech impaired) 
TIS: 131 450 (Translating �and
Interpreting Service)
caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au
casey.vic.gov.au

facebook.com/CityOfCasey 
@CityOfCasey

PO Box 1000
Narre Warren VIC 3805

Customer Service Centres

Narre Warren
Bunjil Place
Patrick Northeast Drive

Cranbourne
Cranbourne Park
Shopping Centre


