
EOI Timeline

EOI opens: 8 May 2026

EOI closes: 30 June 2026 Midnight

Assessment period: 1 July - 30 July 2026

Agreements commence: August 2026

EMERGING ARTIST CREATIVE HUB
NARRE WARREN MECHANICS
INSTITUTE
Studio Guidelines 2026

Emerging Artist Creative Hub
is supported by the Victorian
Government through Creative
Victoria and the City of Casey

Capital Works Program.
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About the new Emerging Artist
Creative Hub

The Emerging Artist Creative Hub is a new initiative
which will enable creatives to grow and thrive in
Melbourne’s south east. An artist driven space for
developing individual and collective practice, it will be
a site for collaboration, meeting peers, and sharing
skills and resources. Resident creative will be able
to present small-scale exhibitions and projects,
public programs and other outdoor activations.

The Hub initiative responds to consistent
community feedback highlighting the need for
accessible spaces to create and develop work,
particularly for contemporary and visual arts
practice. South east Melbourne has burgeoning
creative talent pool, and through our investment
Narre Warren Mechanics Institute we are able to
provide an artist-led platform to connect, build
sustainable creative careers and community.

The Emerging Artist Creative Hub offers a new
platform for creative practice in Casey alongside
our flagship cultural facilities, Bunjil Place, The
Factory and the Hayshed Studio.

About Narre Warren Mechanics
Institute

The new Emerging Artist Creative Hub is situated
on Bunurong/Boon Wurrung land, which has been 
refitted to become a studio space dedicated to 
practicing artists in the south-east.

The Hub is at the heart of Narre Warren - Fountain
Gate in Narre Warren Mechanics Institute. It is
located 8 min walk and 500 metres from Narre
Warren Train Station and within 10 mins walk from
bus stops on Princes Hwy and Fountain Gate SC.

Narre Warren is 40km from
Melbourne’s CBD.

Narre Warren Mechanics Institute is a heritage listed
building and opened in 1891. It has been a library,
meeting hall, billiards room, church venue and
learning centre. The halls’ name - Narre Warren
Mechanics Institute reflects the historic Mechanics
Institutes’ movement in Victoria that had its origins
in the British urban industrial centres in 1800’s.
Fittingly for its current transformation, the ‘mechanic’
was considered to be person applying skills and
technology.

Cost of studios: Fee-free studio tenancy*

* Refer to FAQs for potential in-direct costs of the residency

Emerging Artist Creative Hub will offer:

• Space for emerging artists

• Spaces for creative entities (collectives, micro
organisations and businesses) who are early
career creatives and reflect contemporary ways
of working in the creative industries

• One-year pilot tenancy arrangements

• Communal space for collaborative work and hot
desk working spaces

• Presentation and project space
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Shared studio facilities

• Access to paint and chemical sinks

• Kitchen and communal gathering areas
• Access to media/technology for events

and exhibitions

• Accessible bathrooms

• Wi-fi

• Furnished common areas

Individual studios and spaces
Basic provision

• Emerging Artist Creative Hub offices and
studios will be ready to use including floor
and wall finishes, lighting, air conditioning,
Wi-Fi, perimeter power and data points.

Accessibility

• Front, back and side entrances will have ramp access

• Accessible toilets

• Accessible car spot in the car park behind the building

• There are tactiles at the entry ways and stair landings

• There is no captioning and/or hearing loop technology
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Eligibility

Applications are open to:

• Artists who are at the early stages of their
career and/or have an emerging practice

• Creative entities (collectives, micro
organisations and businesses) who
support emerging creative practice

• Artists from all art forms

• Artists using artforms suitable for an
‘office-style’ studio spac.

• Artists with connections to Casey and/or
Southeast Melbourne

• Applicants must be over 18 years old

• Artists who are not currently employed by
City of Casey

• Applicants who have undertaken a site
visit to Narre Warren Mechanics Institute

Assessment Criteria
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Your Creative Practice 40%

− Overview of your creative practice, organisation
or business

− Any awards or significant achievements

− Impact of the residency

− Tools used

Studio use and site activation 40%

− How you will use the space

− Ways you will activate the space via presentation
and/or programs (if relevant)

Creative Sector Engagement 20%

− How your practice, business or micro organisation
engages with the creative sector

− Why you make a great addition to the southeast
Melbourne’s creative ecology

Site Visit 5%

− Have you attended an in-person site visit before 
submitting your application?

Assessment Process

• Applications are assessed by a panel
of both internal City of Casey Officers
and external peer assessors from the
creative sector

• Unsuccessful applicants are eligible to
re-apply in future rounds

• Applications are kept confidential and the
contents will not be disclosed to any
person outside the application,
assessment or building design process

• The City of Casey does not seek to correct errors in
applications or supporting material. Applications are
assessed as they have been submitted

• The City of Casey reserves the right to request further
information in considering any application, as well as
the right to reject any application that is ineligible or
does not meet the assessment criteria

• All applicants will be notified of the result of their
application via email

• Where applicant experiences hardship or barriers to an 
in-person site visit, a virtual site visit can be arranged
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Key dates

Applications open:
Friday 8 May 2026

Applications close:
Tuesday 30 June 2026, midnight AEDT

Studio location:
59 Webb Street, Narre Warren

Tenancy length:
One year – begins August 2026

Upcoming information sessions
and site visit

Online info session

Monday 18 May 5-6pm
(Register here)

In-Person site visits

Thursday 14 May 5:30-6:30pm

Saturday 30 May 1pm

Saturday 13 June 1pm

RSVP via email to:
creativespaces@casey.vic.gov.au
with your preferred site visit session time
and date.
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Customer Service Centres:

Narre Warren: Bunjil Place, Patrick Northeast Drive
Cranbourne: Cranbourne Park Shopping Centre

Contact the City of Casey:

Web: casey.vic.gov.au
Email: caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au
Phone: 03 9705 5200
Post: PO Box 1000, Narre Warren VIC 3805
NRS: 133 677 (for the deaf, hearing or speech impaired)

Group applications

Emerging Artist Creative Hub supports expressions of interest
from organisations, businesses and individuals working in
partnership who may wish to share a space. In this instance,
one application with all parties’ details is to be submitted

Interpreter and translation services

City of Casey can provide access to interpreter services upon
request via creativespaces@casey.vic.gov.au

How to apply

Read the guidelines and assessment criteria thoroughly and
preview the application form.

• RSVP via email to with your preferred site visit time and date.

• Contact the Casey Arts team with any queries via
creativespaces@casey.vic.gov.au

• Allow ample time to plan, gather support material and to
draft your application (save as you go).

• Complete and submit an online application through
SmartyGrants by the closing date. Late applications will
not be accepted. Assistance with SmartyGrants: Help
Guide for Applicants (smartygrants.com.au);
Applicant FAQ’s (smartygrants.com.au)

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=QimgRFtOCkKLxPYLkSgfLsg9pLMYsLZGrRrnPhpcsclUOFVNTDdMRzQ3WDM3OEJKN1ZXTVYzTVVNMS4u&route=shorturl

