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About this document 

This report describes the process to prepare the Robert Booth Reserve Master Plan for the Casey City 
Council, and the resultant recommendations and key directions for the reserve concept plan.  Simon 
Leisure Consulting completed the master plan study in conjunction with MEMLA (landscape architects). 
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1. Introduction 

Robert Booth Reserve is a 4.05ha active reserve located in Somerville Road, Hampton Park.  The 
reserve is owned by the Hampton Park Progress Association, and is governed by a lease instrument 
held between the Hampton Park Progress Association and the City of Casey.  

 
Figure 1 – Site Context for Robert Booth Reserve 

 

 
 

The reserve functions primarily as a sporting reserve supporting organised sporting activities for 
football, netball, cricket, and tennis, and also accommodates training activities for the local CFA.  The 
reserve is also a key open space and recreation area for Hampton Park residents. 

Robert Booth Reserve comprises of a sports oval, two netball courts (only one in regular use), six tennis 
courts, a cricket practice facility (3 lanes), and other buildings and spaces to support the sporting uses.  
It also has a playground and some informal parkland spaces, which contain several significant, remnant 
trees.  The reserve is used by the following groups: 

 

• Hampton Park Football Netball Club 

• Hampton Park Cricket Club 

• Hampton Park Tennis Club 

• Hampton Park CFA. 

 

Since 2016, several matters have arisen concerning the use of the reserve and the available facilities.  
Rather than determine on them in isolation, Council and the Hampton Park Progress Association 
agreed that a master planning process would provide the necessary forum and analysis to consider 
these items.  The master plan study was subsequently commissioned in December 2017 to provide a 
comprehensive strategic assessment of the site, and to guide the future use and development of Robert 
Booth Reserve. 
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1.1. Study aim and considerations 

The overall aim of the master plan is to establish clear directions for the future use and 
development of Robert Booth Reserve.  Several factors and considerations were identified for 
investigation during the study, and these included: 
 
1. To assess the layout and condition of the existing sporting facilities, and propose possible 

uses and development after consideration of the needs of the community and stakeholders. 
2. To identify opportunities to activate the reserve for passive recreational use, by exploring 

opportunities to improve the network of pedestrian/ cycling linkages and paths, and improving 
the range of family recreational opportunities available.  

3. To improve the environmental and landscape values of the reserve. 
4. To improve vehicle access and parking.  
5. To investigate opportunities to acknowledge the reserve’s cultural values and history.  
 

 
1.2. Master planning process 

A number of research and consultative processes informed the development of the master plan, 
including: 
 

• Review of relevant Council planning reports and strategies, and consideration of 
demographic information relating to Hampton Park. 

• Review and assessment of the existing sporting facilities within the reserve, the open space 
areas and related vegetation, traffic management arrangements, and linkages within and 
outside of the reserve. 

• Engagement with the reserve user groups, the Hampton Park Progress Association, and 
Council representatives, and consultation with the broader residential community of Hampton 
Park. 

• Analysis of issues and opportunities for the reserve, including options to improve the 
sustainability and functionality of the sporting and recreation facilities, car parking 
arrangements, the overall presentation and amenity of the reserve, and the broad 
recreational values of the reserve. 

• Preparation of a reserve draft concept plan for review by project stakeholders, and the 
subsequent preparation of a preferred reserve concept plan. 

 
The Robert Booth Reserve Master Plan has been prepared to not only reflect the needs and 
aspirations of the existing user groups, but to also improve its overall amenity, functionality and 
recreational value for local residents. 

 
 

2. Context and background 

The Robert Booth Reserve Master Plan took into account a number of research and planning 
considerations. This section provides a summary of the key planning and contextual factors which were 
assessed and considered during the study. 

 

2.1. Hampton Park community profile 

A review of the population characteristics of Hampton Park was carried out, being the main 
residential area serviced by the facilities and spaces available within the reserve.  The review 
identified the following relevant demographic characteristics1: 
 

• The total population of Hampton Park in 2016 was 25,541 people. 

 

1  Source: Hampton Park Community Profile, id community (2018) 
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• Hampton Park has a similar proportion of children aged up to 17 years (26.9%) compared to 
all of Casey (26.8%). 

• Hampton Park has a lower proportion (12.9%) of older adults (60+ years) compared to all of 
Casey (14.8%). 

• There is a lower proportion of people residing in Hampton Park who are Australian-born 
(42.7%) compared to all of Casey (56.1%), with India, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and New 
Zealand being the most prevalent countries of birth behind Australia.  Of significance is the 
strong growth in the number of Afghans between 2011 and 2016 (over 600 additional 
people). 

• In 2016, unemployment was 9.8% in Hampton Park (Casey 7.2%), and 31.5% of all 
households earned less than $1,000 per week (Casey 26.0%), and 11.5% of all households 
earned in excess of $2,500 per week (Casey 18.9%). 

 

There will only be marginal population growth in Hampton Park to 2041, an estimated increase of 
only 900 people. 
 
These demographic characteristics create implications for the direction of the master plan, as 
Robert Booth Reserve is a location where the community needs identified below could be 
accommodated: 
 

• The younger profile of the population and the large number of people living in Hampton Park 
will ensure there will be continued local demand for sporting and recreation facilities in 
Hampton Park during the forecast period, despite the low projected growth of the population. 

• The high proportion of diverse nationalities in Hampton Park triggers a need for the provision 
of places where community gatherings would be possible. 

• Hampton Park has a lower socio-economic profile compared to all of Casey, therefore 
opportunities for local residents to easily access free or low-cost sporting and recreational 
facilities is important.   

 
 

2.2. Planning context 

The following reports and strategies provided important context, background and direction during 
the preparation of the master plan: 
 

• Casey 21 – Building a Great City (2011) 

• City of Casey Council Plan (2017–2021) 

• Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan (2017–2021) 

• Open Space Strategy (2015) 

• Leisure Facilities Development Plan Policy (2014) 

• Paths and Trails Strategy (2012) 

• Playground Strategy (2010). 
 
Other relevant guidelines and directions were found in City of Casey land use plans and capital 
works programs, and state sporting associations’ facility strategies. 
 
The key directions from the plans and strategies relevant to the master plan study are summarised 
below. 
 
 
C21 – Building a Great City (2011) 
 
C21 presents an overview of Council’s long-term blueprint for shaping the City of Casey’s future.  
The following strategic objectives and directions support the master plan: 
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1. The role of sport in delivering healthy, vibrant and well connected communities is also 
recognised because of the benefits for participants, and because of the community 
strengthening benefits that arise from the volunteering associated with successful sporting 
clubs (p 8). 

2. Increase community participation in leisure by planning, facilitating and delivering a wide 
range of sport, leisure, arts and community facilities (p 20). 

3. Ensure that each community has adequate and accessible open space to meet its needs (p 
28). 

  
 
Council Plan 2017-2021 
 
The Council Plan is a statement of how the City of Casey will work towards creating Australia’s 
most liveable city, and outlines the Strategic Objectives over the next four years, and how the 
Council will achieve these objectives.  The Plan identifies eight Strategic Objectives, with the 
following three supporting the development of the master plan: 
 
Strategic Objective 2: An inclusive, safe and connected community 
 
Strategy 2.1 Enhance the health and wellbeing of all residents 
Strategy 2.4 Encourage residents to be active and engaged in their community 
 
Strategic Objective 3: A Council whose services and facilities and driven by community needs 
 
Strategy 3.1 Use evidence to plan and prioritise facilities to meet the community’s service  

needs 
Strategy 3.2 Involve community members in planning and decision making through ongoing  

dialogue and capacity building 
 
Strategic Objective 4: The destination for arts, culture, sport and leisure that attracts visitors  
and brings communities together 
 
Strategy 4.1 Promote and support participation in artistic, cultural, sporting and leisure  

opportunities 
 
Strategic Objective 5: A city that sustainably plans and manages growth whilst protecting its  
diverse landscape 
 
Strategy 5.3 Develop awareness and encourage involvement of the community in the  

preservation and improvement of the natural environment and local heritage sites 
Strategy 5.5 Ensure the ongoing protection and enhancement of natural assets including  

open space, vegetation, waterways and ecological systems 
 
 
Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan (2017-2021) 
 
The Plan provides direction on the priority health and wellbeing focus areas for Council and public 
health sector organisations in the municipality, to improve the health and wellbeing of all Casey 
residents.  The Plan identifies five goals and associated strategic objectives that represent the 
long-term changes that Council and its partners will seek to influence over the life of the Plan. 
 
Goal 2 Increase Physical Activity 

 
Strategic Objective 2.1:  Design neighbourhoods that support active living and active  

Transport 
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Strategic Objective 2.2  Increase participation in active recreation and sporting activities 
 
Goal 4: Improve Mental Wellbeing 

 
Strategic Objective 2.1  Increase community participation 
 
 
Open Space Strategy (2015) 
 
The Open Space Strategy provides a framework to guide the planning, design, development and 
management of open space in the City of Casey.  The Vision for open space in Casey is  
 

To deliver a connected network of quality and diverse open spaces now and 
into the future to improve the liveability of the City for residents and visitors 

 
Four key pillars underpin the Strategy, with the following three pillars relevant for the master plan: 
 
Key Pillar 1: A Planned City 
 
Enhance the planning of Casey’s open space to deliver a connected network of quality open 
spaces that meet the diverse needs of the community. 
 
Key Pillar 2: Green City 
 
Creating a beautiful green city will be achieved by enhancing biodiversity, amenity and 
environmental quality in parks, promoting contact with nature and community pride, responding to 
climate change, and generating greater environmental and health benefits. 
 
Key Pillar 4: Active City 
 
Creating parks and open spaces for the entire community, and encouraging physical activity within 
these spaces. 

 
 
Leisure Facilities Development Plan Policy (2014) 
 
The LFDP details Council’s commitment to ensuring a varied, equitable and consistent approach to 
the development of new and existing sporting facilities.  The LFDP includes a set of principles that 
will guide the future planning and development of sports facilities in Casey, with the following 
principles relevant to the future development of Robert Booth Reserve (pp 4 & 5): 

 

• Maximise opportunities for shared-use of sport facilities by clubs, community groups, and 
individuals (e.g. as venues for meetings and social functions, and for informal 
recreation/sporting activity). 

• Incorporate the principles of Universal Design to maximise access and inclusion for all 
sectors of the community in the development of sport and recreation facilities and 
infrastructure. 

• Maximise opportunities for broader community use of recreation reserves (sports grounds 
and sports fields) by incorporating passive leisure facilities. 

• Where appropriate, incorporate non-sporting recreation spaces, such as playgrounds and 
BBQ/picnic areas, within broad-acre sports grounds and sports fields. 

 
 
The LFDP also supports a four-tiered hierarchy of sporting facilities (Local, District, Municipal and 
Regional), including facility standards and infrastructure requirements for each level of the 
hierarchy. The LFDP classifies Robert Booth Reserve as a District-level reserve. 
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Paths and Trails Strategy (2012) 
 
The Strategy seeks to encourage the use of active transport for local trips and support the use of 
public transport through provision of paths leading to train stations and along bus routes.  There 
are currently no shared user paths or on-road paths that connect Robert Booth Reserve to the 
broad, integrated city-wide path system, and the Strategy does not propose any new paths. 
 
Existing paths/ trails servicing the area around Robert Booth Reserve include: 
 

• To the north – the KM Reedy Reserve/ Hallam Main Drain shared path 

• To the south – Cairns Road to Lynbrook on-road and off-road paths 

• To the east – the off-road shared paths throughout the River Gum Creek linear parklands. 
 
 

Playground Strategy (2010) 
 
The Strategy has been prepared to guide Council’s forward planning for the provision of 
playgrounds throughout the City of Casey in response to community aspirations and needs. 
 
The analysis of playgrounds undertaken during the Strategy identified that Local playgrounds 
(within 500m walking distance from households) and District playgrounds (within 2km of 
households) are in abundant supply in parts of Hampton Park (p 29), and: 
 

• that some Local playgrounds should be considered for rationalisation when playground 
equipment reaches the end of its life. 

• that some District playgrounds have an opportunity to be downgraded to a Local level. 
 

 
3. Robert Booth Reserve 

 

3.1. Ownership 

Robert Booth Reserve is owned by the Hampton Park Progress Association, a community-based 
non-profit organisation. The management of the reserve is leased to the City of Casey. The current 
‘Lease and Management Agreement’ commenced on the 10 April 2015 for an initial term of 20 
years, plus one option of a further 10-year term.   
 
The Lease identifies: 
 

• That the parties have agreed that the best means of ensuring that Robert Booth Reserve is 
effectively managed in the interests of its users is for the land to be leased to the Council. 

• That prior to formalising the Lease, the Hampton Park Progress Association agreed to allow 
sporting associations to use areas of the reserve for sports activities, and the CFA to make 
use of part of the land. 
 

3.2. Land description 

Robert Booth Reserve is located on Somerville Road, Hampton Park, and is 4.05 hectares in size.  
It is bound by Somerville Road along the southern boundary, and residential housing along the 
western, northern and eastern boundaries. 
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A small Council-owned local park abuts the 
northwest corner of the reserve (see green shape in 
Figure 2).  Whilst its main purpose is to provide a 
northern egress to the reserve from Hampton Drive, 
the park also contains a Local level playground (see 
right). 
 
This park has been incorporated into the overall 
master planning for Robert Booth Reserve. 
 
Robert Booth Reserve is made up of two separate 
land titles (see Figure 2). 
 
The reserve is zoned Public Park and Recreation Zone, and the current sporting and recreational 
uses of the reserve are consistent with its zoning. 
 
The site is subject to an Environmental 
Significance Overlay (Schedule 7), which prescribes 
specific objectives and requirements relating to the 
protection of old-growth River Red Gums. River Red 
Gums are important to Casey, both individually and 
collectively, for their intrinsic environmental, 
scientific, landscape and cultural heritage values.  
Of particular importance are the older trees 
containing hollows which are rare and add to the 
genetic diversity of flora and fauna of the area.  
These River Red Gums play an important role in the 
survival of a wide range of native fauna by providing 
a food source, shelter, refuges and nesting sites. 
 

 

3.3. Existing conditions  

The reserve is comprised of the following sporting facilities: 
 

• One sports ground of approximate dimensions 155m x 120m, including oval perimeter 
fence, a turf cricket table, floodlighting, and two player benches. The oval was reconfigured 
and upgraded in 2012 along with the above associated infrastructure, and all are in excellent 
condition. The oval has an east-west orientation, and whilst this is not the ideal orientation, 
the Hampton Park Football Netball Club and Council did not raise this as an issue. 

• Three practice cricket nets in excellent condition, however the following issues are present: 
o The space between oval fence and eastern cricket net fence is too narrow and presents 

as a barrier for pedestrians with prams and bicycles (see circle on photo below). 
o The nets, particularly the southern end (the batting end), are significantly impacted by 

leaf litter from the significant tree just south of the nets (see photo inset). 
 

 

SCALE = 1:2443

Plan Printed on Thursday, 16 February 2017

CIVIC CENTRE

P.O. Box 1000

Narre Warren 3805

Victoria

Tel: (03) 9705 5200

Fax: (03) 9704 9544

Email: caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au

Disclaimer
This map has been produced by the Ci ty of Casey. The map contai ns data supplied under licence from the 

State of Victoria. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the i nformation contained in the map is up-

to-date and accurate neither the City of Casey nor the State of Vi ctoria accepts responsibility if the map is 

not complete and/or contains inaccuracies.

No person should rely on the information without first obtaining independent advice from a suitably 

qualified person. This map is not to be reproduced wi thout prior consent from the Ci ty of Casey.

Figure 2 – Separate Land Titles for Robert Booth Reserve 
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• An electronic scoreboard was recently installed in the northwest corner of the reserve, and 
is in good condition. 
o The former scoreboard has a storage area under it, however, it is too small to 

accommodate the turf wicket roller and other turf maintenance equipment. This has 
resulted in the cricket club requiring a storage container to securely store this 
equipment, which detracts from the overall amenity of the reserve (see photo below). 

 

• The main sports pavilion comprises of home and away player change rooms and 
amenities, an umpires’ room, a social area with separate bar and combined kitchen/canteen, 
internal toilets, and externally accessed public toilets.  
o The internal toilets, public toilets and umpires’ room are in good condition, however, the 

change amenities and kitchen/ canteen areas are non-compliant with industry 
guidelines. Whilst generally adequate for its current uses, the pavilion requires upgrade 
of some facilities and to resolve some functional constraints with the present layout of 
spaces 

Main sports pavilion 
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. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• One netball court (acrylic surface) with shelter each in good condition. The floodlighting is 
non-compliant, being from one side of the court only. A second court (asphalt surface) is not 
line-marked, has non-compliant run-offs, and surface cracks are evident (is impacted by the 
roots from a significant tree located adjacent to the court). The floodlighting is non-compliant, 
and the court is not currently used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

• Netball pavilion comprising of one change room, toilets, and storage. Whilst the pavilion is in 
good condition (renovated in 2012), it contains only one change room and no showers. 

 

Compliant netball court 

Social room 

Kitchen/ Canteen Home change amenities 

Non-compliant netball court 

Significant tree 

Netball change room Netball pavilion 
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• Tennis complex comprising of six tennis courts (porous surface), a small playground, and 
clubhouse. Four of the courts are floodlit, and courts 3,5 and 6 were recently resurfaced.  The 
overall condition of the courts, surrounds, floodlighting, and fencing is good. 
 
The tennis clubhouse comprises of a small kitchen and lounge area, toilet/ change rooms, 
and storage.  Whilst the general condition of the clubhouse is excellent, the size of the lounge 
area, change rooms and storage is inadequate for a club of this size and facility usage, and 
there is no accessible toilet or office. 

 

• A CFA fire training track (concrete) is located     
behind the main pavilion.  It is floodlit and in  
good condition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The reserve also includes the following additional facilities and infrastructure: 
 

• A Local-level playground with BBQ 
provide only basic facilities/ 
attractions for passive, non-sporting 
recreation opportunities within the 
reserve. 

 

• The reserve has an unsealed road 
around the perimeter of the oval, 
which is serviced by two entrances 
off Somerville Road. 

 

• The car parking is ad hoc, and consists of a small sealed car park between the main pavilion 
and the cricket practice nets, and unsealed and undefined car parking around the reserve.  
Access to the oval perimeter car parking is gated, with access managed by the tenant clubs 
and generally restricted to match days only. 

Tennis complex CFA fire training track 

Local playground within the reserve 

Reserve internal road 
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• There is no delineation between the car parking for the tennis club and the seasonal users 
(football, netball and cricket). 

 
 

The reserve contains the following landscape features and qualities: 
 

• A feature of the reserve are the River Red Gums and other 
plantings along the western, northern and eastern 
boundaries.  Whilst six of the trees (Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis) are noted in Council’s Significant Tree 
Register2, Figure 3 suggests that up to nine trees have been 
identified as ‘significant’ 

 
 

Figure 3 – Trees at Robert Booth Reserve identified as ‘Significant’ 

 

• The reserve has significant mounding along the 
northern boundary, which was constructed as a part of 
a more extensive flood mitigation treatment for 
Hampton Park. The mounding has required some of 
the lower trunks of the River Red Gums to be buried, 
however, whilst not ideal for the ongoing health of the 
trees does not appear to have unduly impacted the 
trees. 

 

• The northeast corner of the reserve has a small flat area across the top of the mounding, and 
with the tree planting has resulted in an open space area with bushland qualities suitable for 
passive, quiet recreation. 

 

 

2  Source: Casey Significant Tree Strategy 2014 (updated 2015) 

Northern boundary with mound 

Reserve internal road/ 
established vegetation 
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• The mounding has required the northern pedestrian access 
from Hampton Drive to remain narrow. This conflicts with 
good design for safe pedestrian movements into and out of 
the reserve, and the master plan should consider this issue. 
 

• The reserve has no designated path network. 
 

• The Council-owned local park that forms part of the easement 
for the northern pedestrian path contains a Local-level 
playground and some informal tree planting. 
 

• The reserve boundary along Somerville Road comprises of a 
3.5m chain-mesh fence, which detracts from the overall 
amenity and presentation of the reserve, and presents as a 
barrier. (It is acknowledged that the fencing along the tennis 
courts is required for ball trapment). 

 
 

4. Stakeholder engagement 

A combination of meetings, interviews, site inspections and community research was carried out with 
stakeholders during the study, which included reserve user groups and local residents. 

A chronological summary of the stakeholder engagement undertaken is outlined in the following table. 

 

Stakeholder Method of engagement Date 

PWG and relevant Council staff Meeting 16 January 2018 

Hampton Park CFA Telephone Interview 31 January 2018 

Consultant team 
Hampton Park Progress Association 
Hampton Park Cricket Club 
Hampton Park Football Netball Club 
Hampton Park Tennis Club 

Site Visit 
Meetings 

1 February 2018 

Local residents Survey 21 February – 12 March 2018 

PWG and relevant Council staff Workshop 
(to present reserve concept plans) 

6 April 2018 

Hampton Park Progress Association 
Reserve user groups 

Meeting 
(to present reserve concept plans) 

25 May 2018 

Southern Football Netball League 
Netball Victoria 

Telephone Interview 1 June 2018 

Follow-up meeting between Council reps, the Hampton Park Progress Association and 
Carlos Santin (representing reserve user groups) to review the draft concept plan 

3 October 2018 

 

 

4.1. Stakeholder meetings 

A summary of the key outcomes, suggestions and comments from the stakeholder meetings are 
provided below.  See Appendix 1 for a list of people and groups consulted. 
 
Hampton Park Progress Association 

• Support for up to two additional compliant netball courts for the reserve 

• Support provision of a new main sports pavilion, inclusive of additional change rooms, larger 
social rooms, and community meeting spaces 

• Would like the master plan study to test the feasibility of the relocation of the tennis complex 
to another site 

• Any historical names and articles continue to be retained on site, including the Dick Aisbett 

Northern access between the 
mounding from the local park  
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Pavilion; Ron Willis Hill and plaque commemorating Ron Bland. Any future netball 
infrastructure should also recognise the contribution of Elaine Mills (through an official 
naming process). 

 
Hampton Park Cricket Club 

• Current profile of the Club: 
o 2 senior teams (no juniors since 2015) 

• Club previously had several junior teams until a couple of years ago 

• Issues identified: 
o Leaf litter inside the cricket practice nets 
o Dappled light inside the cricket practice nets caused from the trees to the west 
o Scoreboard storage cannot accommodate the roller, therefore a shipping container is 

required. 
 
Hampton Park Football Netball Club 

• Current profile of the Club: 
o Football: Senior, Reserves and Thirds teams (affiliated with the Southern Football 

Netball League) 
o Netball: 3 senior teams, 2 junior teams (affiliated with both the Southern Football 

Netball League and the Sandringham District Netball Association) 

• Hampton Park Junior Football Club previously shared the reserve but relocated to Cairns 
Road Reserve in 2000. The two clubs have an MOU in relation to partnerships, pathways, 
use of Robert Booth Reserve, etc. 

• Issues identified: 
o Pavilion: kitchen/canteen not compliant and too small; building floor plan doesn’t flow; 

and lack of storage 
o Club has aspirations for a new two-storey pavilion with larger social room, and a 

gymnasium 
o Lack of netball courts; need at least one more compliant netball court to accommodate 

training and match day load 
o Lack of change rooms for visiting netball clubs. 

 
Hampton Park Tennis Club 

• Current profile of the Club: 
o 200 members, has been steady at approximately that number for the past 4 – 5 years 
o Additional 50 – 60 regular players at the complex who are non-members 
o High usage of courts by pennant teams, social night teams, mid-week ladies’ teams 

coaching, HotShots participants 

• Issues identified: 
o Lack of a dedicated car park to service the complex when football activities are 

occurring concurrently, particularly challenging for visiting teams 
o Courts 1,2 & 4 require re-surfacing 
o Size, configuration and available spaces within the clubroom restricts tournament 

opportunities 

• Club would consider moving to an alternate location if the new facilities were equal to or 
better than what is currently available. Club sees the key benefits of a relocation being: 
o Resolve the car parking issues 
o An increase in the number of courts to a minimum of eight, plus a larger clubroom, 

would enable the Club to host tournaments 
o A new southerly location within Hampton Park would site the Club closer to a growing 

catchment within Lynbrook and Lyndhurst. 
 

Hampton Park CFA 

• More than 35 members of the Hampton Park CFA are regular users of the training track, with 
25 – 30 members typically participating in any given training session held every Monday night 
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• Hampton Park CFA training has been based at the reserve for over 35 years 

• Fire training track was initially used for competition, now training only 

• CFA unit would like the master plan process to consider installing a hydrant in the reserve 

• Whilst the location of the training track can be moved, it is important that a facility continues 
to be available and the access to which is not restricted to the Hampton Park CFA. 

 
 

4.2. Resident survey 

Local residents were provided with an opportunity to have input into the Robert Booth Reserve 
Master Plan.  An online survey questionnaire was available via the ‘Casey Conversations’ 
webpage, and a letter was delivered to 3,000 homes surrounding the reserve advising 
householders of the master planning study and encouraging input via the online survey. (See 
Appendix 3 for the questionnaire). 
 
The survey period was 21 February – 12 March 2018. In all, 41 questionnaires were completed, 
with the key findings from the survey described below. 

 

• 88% of respondents had used Robert Booth Reserve in the previous 12 months. 

• Of those who hadn’t used the reserve in the previous 12 months, the reasons included: 
o No time, too busy (2 responses) 
o Lack of seats, tables (2) 
o Don't feel safe (2) 

• 22 respondents rated the general quality and condition of the sporting areas as only ‘fair’ or 
‘poor’, whilst 6 rated them ‘excellent’ and ‘very good’ - see graph below. 

 

• Most respondents use the reserve to ‘watch sport’ (33 respondents), followed by ‘sit and 
relax’ (29) and ‘play casual sport/ games’ (28) - see graph below. 
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• The most popular suggestions to improve the reserve were ‘improve the pavilion’, ‘more 
seating’, ‘improve the playground’ and provide a ‘2nd netball court’ – see graph below. 
 

 
‘Other’ included a variety of single or two response suggestions, such as increasing shade, a 
dog park, BBQ/ picnic areas, and public toilets. 

 
The two most popular suggestions by people not members of a reserve tenant group were 
‘increase seating’ and ‘improve the playground’.  
 

 
Profile of Survey Sample 

• Of the total sample of 41 respondents, two-thirds (66%) are Hampton Park residents. 

• Nearly two-thirds (63%) of respondents were a member of the Hampton Park Progress 
Association and/ or one of the tenant groups based at the reserve. 

• In relation to Household Type, most respondents were from a ‘family with most children aged 
over 15 years’ (27%, or 11 respondents), followed by ‘family with most children aged 6-15 
years’ (22%, or 9 respondents). 
 

 
4.3. Other input 

Council received two written submissions in March 2018 suggesting improvements to Robert Booth 
Reserve. 
 
Submission 1 
Suggested that the corners of the reserve might be good locations to install mini golf putting 
greens. 
 
Submission 2 
Was somewhat critical of Council undertaking a planning process for the improvement of Robert 
Booth Reserve. Suggested that the reserve and the facilities were not required, and that the site 
should be re-used for housing or for a new shopping centre to replace the existing Hampton Park 
Shopping Centre.  
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5. Analysis of issues and opportunities 

Four key issues for Robert Booth Reserve were raised during the master planning study: 

1. Confirmation of the strategic need/importance of Robert Booth Reserve as a sports reserve. 
2. The need for a second netball court (and subsequent need to relocate the tennis complex). 
3. The upgrade and expansion of the main pavilion. 
4. Increasing the opportunities for passive and informal recreation at the reserve. 
 

The following sections review and consider these items. 

 

5.1. Strategic need/importance of Robert Booth Reserve 

Whilst it was beyond the scope of the study to undertake a detailed needs assessment for the 
retention of Robert Booth Reserve, the research undertaken during this study confirms the 
importance of the reserve as part of the overall suite of sporting facilities available in Hampton Park 
at the micro-level, within the Central Planning Area of the City of Casey at the regional level, and 
throughout the City of Casey at the City-wide level. 
 
Using the City of Casey’s Leisure Facilities and Development Plan 2014 (LFDP) as the key 
informant document for sporting facility provision within the City, the following directions and criteria 
support an argument for the retention of Robert Booth Reserve as a District level sporting reserve 
providing AFL, cricket, netball and tennis facilities3. 
 

• “Council faces significant challenges in being able to secure adequate active open space 
land to provide the number of traditional turf ovals required to meet the ratio figures …..” 
(LFDP p 59). 

• “There are limited opportunities to establish new ovals in the Central Planning Area, therefore 
demand will need to be addressed through existing provision …..”  (LFDP p 59). 

• Using the LFDP’s own implications for sports facility demand from the demographic data and 
population projections for the Central Planning Area (LFDP p 42), the data indicates: 
o AFL: High facility demand for the periods 2013-2021 and 2021-2036 
o Cricket: High facility demand for the periods 2013-2021 and 2021-2036 
o Netball: High facility demand for the periods 2013-2021 and 2021-2036 
o Tennis: Medium facility demand for the period 2013-2021 and High demand 2021-

2036. 

• Based on the provision ratios for sporting facilities used in the LFDP (LFDP pp 50-52), a high-
level assessment of the future need for sporting facilities in Hampton Park for the four sports 
currently based at Robert Booth Reserve4, identified: 
o AFL: total of 6 ovals required (current provision of 2 AFL ovals) 
o Cricket: total of 9 ovals required (current provision of 6 cricket ovals) 
o Netball: total of 6 courts required (current provision of 4 netball courts) 
o Tennis: total of 12 courts required (current provision of 6 tennis courts). 
o The LFDP recommends that existing turf wickets be retained in the municipality (LFDP 

p71). 
 
It was also beyond the scope of the master plan study to assess potential relocation options for the 
Hampton Park Football Netball Club and Hampton Park Cricket Club to other reserves, however, 
the conclusions from a high-level desktop assessment supports the retention of both clubs at 
Robert Booth Reserve. The two main options for the relocation of the Hampton Park Football 
Netball Club are to the rear senior-sized oval at KM Reedy Reserve or to the oval at Cairns Road 
Reserve. 

 

3  The master plan subsequently recommends that the tennis complex be relocated off the reserve, but not for reasons relating to demand; it is for reasons relating to the small 
size of the reserve and the inability of the reserve to accommodate fully compliant and sustainable facilities for all four sports 
4  Based on a projected population for Hampton Park to 2036 of 27,742 people 
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The key constraints with relocation to either site include: 
 

• The sports pavilion servicing the two rear ovals at KM Reedy Reserve (the KM Reedy 
Reserve Cricket Pavilion) directly addresses the junior oval only.  The pavilion is 
approximately 130m from the senior-size oval, and would also require players and umpires to 
cross the internal reserve road to access the oval from the pavilion.  A new pavilion and other 
supporting infrastructure (such as netball courts, a scoreboard, floodlighting for the oval and 
netball courts, and spectator areas) would need to be constructed adjacent to the senior-size 
oval to meet the core needs for a community senior football netball club, such as Hampton 
Park.  Of note is that Council completed a renewal of the KM Reedy Reserve Cricket Pavilion 
in 2017 at a cost of $750,000, so from a capital investment perspective, it would appear that 
the opportunity for Council and stakeholder groups to re-asses the strategic pavilion needs at 
KM Reedy Reserve has already ‘come and gone’. 
 

• The concurrent use of KM Reedy Reserve for soccer and football matches would be likely to 
create significant operations and traffic management challenges for both clubs and for 
Council. Traffic issues would include congestion at the reserve entry, confusion between 
members and visitors from both clubs when collecting gate fees on match day, queuing and 
traffic congestion along the internal reserve road at peak usage times, and the potential for 
club members and visitors to not use designated car parks for the respective clubs/ sports. 
 

• If the Hampton Park Football Netball Club was relocated to the oval at Cairns Road Reserve, 
most of the available off-field infrastructure would need to be expanded and redeveloped, or 
in some instances, new infrastructure provided, as it is currently designed for junior sporting 
use and school use. In addition, a car parking solution would need to be found to 
accommodate spectators attending senior matches. 
 

• The hours of use of the oval playing surface at Cairns Road Reserve would increase with the 
relocation of the Hampton Park Football Netball Club to the reserve, and this may lead to the 
degradation of the playing surface. Even if some senior and junior training was relocated to 
either Robert Booth Reserve or to the rear oval at KM Reedy Reserve to mitigate overuse, 
then appropriate changing and storage facilities would be required at both venues to 
accommodate any overflow use. 
 

• The Hampton Park Cricket Club is a turf club, so its relocation to the oval at Cairns Road 
Reserve will require the existing hard wicket cricket pitch to be converted to turf, thereby, 
making it unavailable for its current uses by Narre South Cricket Club junior teams. 
 

• If the Hampton Park Cricket Club and the Heinz Southern Districts Cricket Club were to 
merge, there would still be a need for an additional cricket oval in the area, as the two 
Hampton Park Cricket Club teams will need to be accommodated. There is only one turf 
cricket oval at KM Reedy Reserve (and fully utilised), with the other two cricket ovals being 
hard wicket grounds and also fully utilised. Therefore, this option of merger does not reduce 
the need for Robert Booth Reserve. 

 
After assessing the options for any relocation of the Hampton Park Football Netball Club and the 
Hampton Park Cricket Club from Robert Booth Reserve, it is concluded that there are no clear and 
workable options possible. 
 
Whilst the number of teams and the sizes of the Hampton Park Football Netball Club and the 
Hampton Park Cricket Club are small in comparison to other community clubs based within the City 
of Casey, both clubs have a long history of provision of sporting opportunities for the Hampton Park 
community. The key constraint for both clubs presently appears to be the lack of junior football 
teams and junior cricket teams on-site at the reserve. The sport pathway for juniors to seniors is 
significantly more effective if junior and senior teams are part of the same club, and only marginally 
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less effective if there is co-location of junior and senior clubs at the same reserve. 
 
In relation to the sustainable development of football in Hampton Park, it is recommended that the 
Hampton Park Junior Football Club be encouraged to return to Robert Booth Reserve as its main 
ground, and utilise Cairns Road Reserve as its overflow or second training ground. This scenario 
should have the following outcomes/ benefits: 

 

1. Positions both clubs with an operational framework that has been demonstrated to be the 
most effective and sustainable for community football participation and pathways. 

2. Avoids the potential for unnecessary duplication of like-facilities at both Robert Booth 
Reserve and Cairns Road Reserve. 

3. Ensures that Council and other funding partners will receive a greater return from investment 
into facility improvements at Robert Booth Reserve in 2012, and in the future. 

4. Establishes Robert Booth Reserve as the main sporting hub in Hampton Park, particularly for 
football. 

 

A limitation of both Robert Booth Reserve and Cairns Road Reserve as football and cricket venues 
is that they are single oval reserves. The LFDP reinforces the benefits of two oval reserves as 
being more sustainable venues for sporting clubs, and even recommends that future field-based 
sporting reserves in the Southern Planning Area be developed as three oval reserves. Utilising 
Robert Booth Reserve as the headquarter venue for junior-senior football and cricket, and using 
the oval at Cairns Road Reserve as the second or overflow oval for both clubs, will help to better 
align both reserves as complementary resources similar to what exists at two oval reserves. 
 
In relation to the strategic assessment of the ongoing need for Robert Booth Reserve for football 
and cricket, in summary: 
 

• The reserve remains a valuable and essential component of the overall number of field-based 
sports reserves in the City of Casey that are suitable for football and cricket. 

• It is recommended that the Hampton Park Junior Football Club be encouraged to relocate to 
Robert Booth Reserve as its main ground. 

 

5.2. Additional netball courts 

Robert Booth Reserve currently comprises of two netball courts, however, only one court is 
compliant with surface condition, run-offs (3.05m clearances), and other associated infrastructure.  
The asphalt court is unable to be expanded in its current location to achieve compliant court 
configurations due to adjacent infrastructure and a Red River Gum to the north that has been 
assessed as a ‘significant tree’ on Casey’s Significant Tree Register.   
 
The location adjacent to and under the tree also restricts any use of the court as a training court, 
due to the cracked court surface and the ongoing issue of leaf litter dropping onto the court. For 
these reasons, it is not viable for Council or the Hampton Park Football Netball Club to consider 
this site as the location for a new court, despite it being adjacent to available netball amenities and 
the other court, which is compliant. 
 
The need for a second compliant netball court is supported in policy via the City of Casey’s Leisure 
Facilities and Development Plan 2014 (LFDP), which requires two netball courts to be available at 
District-level reserves supporting community football-netball clubs. An additional court is also 
required to enable the Hampton Park Football Netball Club to provide improved training 
opportunities for its current five netball teams, and will also help to future-proof the netball facilities 
as a competition venue for multiple netball matches, should the Club increase the number of 
netball teams it has affiliated with the Southern Football Netball League. 
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With the current configuration and layout of the reserve, the only location for a second netball court 
that would still have it situated adjacent to the available netball amenities and the other court, is 
directly behind the main pavilion.  The challenges with this location are: 
 

• The court would need to orientate east-west (not the optimal orientation for netball). 

• Only limited player and spectator circulation space would be available around the court. 

• The location will restrict development options for the main pavilion. 

 

The consultant team concluded that the only sustainable option to locate a second netball court in 
the reserve is to free-up space by relocating the tennis complex. This would in turn create 
additional benefits by resolving other issues/ constraints for football and tennis identified during the 
study, and would enable some open space to become available that could be developed to 
enhance the attractiveness of the reserve as a destination for passive and informal recreation. 
 
The netball section of the Hampton Park Football Netball Club has reduced in size in the past 12 
months from 4 senior and 5 junior teams in 2017 to 2 senior and 2 junior teams. The Club 
explained that the reduction in the number of teams was wholly due to the uncertainty amongst 
players of what the future netball offerings might look like at the Club following its transfer from the 
South East Football Netball League to the Southern Football Netball League (SFNL) during the 
summer of 2017/18.  It will likely take the Club some time to build-up its netball section to the levels 
of 2017. 
 
Given that the netball section of the Club is small, and the fact that the SFNL netball competition is 
largely conducted as a centralised model from the Springvale & District Netball Association 
complex in Dingley, it is unlikely that a second netball court at the reserve will be required to host 
matches in the short-term. However, it is recommended that the second netball be constructed as a 
fully compliant netball court (including floodlights to 100 lux to facilitate netball training) in order to 
future-proof the reserve and the Club’s future netball needs. 
 
Late in the master plan process, the Hampton Park Football Netball Club advocated for either a 
third netball court, or a half court, that could be used for training and for match day warm-ups.  This 
additional provision would be surplus to the directions of the LFDP, which supports two-court 
netball facilities at reserves that accommodate football-netball clubs. A third netball court is also 
considered by the SFNL to be surplus to the needs of its affiliate clubs. 
 
Whilst not a mandatory inclusion to meet netball competition guidelines, or the policy position of 
Council’s LFDP, a half netball court developed primarily as a multipurpose recreational space has 
merit in the context of this site. The area around Robert Booth Reserve accommodates a large 
community of low socio-economic standing, so a locally accessed, free, recreational space will 
benefit children and adults as an activity space. There is presently no formal, multipurpose, 
hardcourt activity space in the area around the reserve with line marking and infrastructure to 
facilitate casual basketball, tennis, other ball-games, and rock climbing. The multipurpose netball 
court is recommended to also include a basketball half-court, tennis hit-up wall, a climbing wall on 
the back of the hit-up wall, and four squares line-marked onto the court. 
 
The half court will not only ensure that local residents will have access to an activation space 
capable of accommodating a variety of recreational uses, but it will also provide the Hampton Park 
Football Netball Club with an additional training and warm up court. The SFNL Acting CEO and 
General Manager – Operations approved in principle a netball training court at Robert Booth 
Reserve doubling as multipurpose court, as a strategy to engage with the local community. Netball 
Victoria’s Facilities Development Manager also approved the concept of a multipurpose court being 
used for netball training and warm up at Robert Booth Reserve5. 

 

5  Combination of telephone calls and email exchange with the Southern Football Netball League and Netball Victoria on 1 June 2018 
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Examples of recreational spaces that could be incorporated into the design of the multipurpose court 

 
 

Any relocation of the Hampton Park Tennis Club should investigate the possibility of providing a 
District-level tennis complex with a minimum of 6 courts in line with LFDP standards, a clubhouse, 
and car parking, and at a site in Hampton Park but closer to Lynbrook. This will enable the Club to 
continue to grow its membership and to better service expanded catchments into Lynbrook and 
Lyndhurst. Whilst the LFDP does not specifically recommend increased courts in Hampton Park, 
Lynbrook or Lyndhurst, the Hampton Park Tennis Club is one of the largest and best performing 
clubs in the City, and currently, no public tennis courts exist in or are planned for Lynbrook or 
Lyndhurst. A desktop exercise has confirmed that land available at Cairns Road Reserve and 
Hampton Park Secondary College could accommodate a relocated tennis complex (refer to 
Appendix 4). Further investigation, including consultation with the Hampton Park Secondary 
College, will be undertaken during the implementation of the master plan. 

 
 
5.3. Main pavilion 

The main pavilion and the netball pavilion at Robert Booth Reserve are not fit-for-purpose in a 
number of key areas, and do not meet AFL and Netball Victoria facility guidelines for similar 
standard pavilions. The existing pavilions also do not meet some standards recommended in the 
LFDP guidelines for a ‘District’ level football, cricket and netball pavilion. 
 
Table 1 is a pavilion area schedule that compares the spatial allocation for rooms and spaces in 
the main pavilion and the netball pavilion, with the pavilion guidelines supported by the AFL, 
Netball Victoria, and the LFDP. The key deficiencies include: 

 

• Lack of dedicated massage/ medical spaces in the change rooms. 

• Insufficient area allocated for amenities, especially those servicing the visiting teams. 

• Showers in the main pavilion change rooms are not cubicled. 

• Lack of showers for netballers. 

• No change room and amenities for visiting netball teams. 

• Football umpires’ room does not have separate spaces and amenities for both genders. 

• The canteen/ kitchen is too small, and is inadequate to service the social room. 

• Internal storage for football and cricket is inadequate. 

 

Conversely, the social room and bar exceed AFL and LFDP guidelines, and the size of both 
change rooms meet or slightly exceed the recommended sizes. 
 
The combined area of the main pavilion and the netball pavilion is an estimated 550sqm, compared 
to a recommended pavilion floor area of 750sqm to accommodate all required spaces for an 
integrated football-netball-cricket pavilion. The recommended increased provision of 200sqm is to 
allow for additional amenities and medical spaces to service the football-cricket change rooms, the 
inclusion of netball away team change rooms, increased space for the umpires’ change room, a 
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netball office/ administration room, a gymnasium (full cost to be met by others, gymnasiums are not 
supported as standard provision in the LFDP Policy), increased space for the canteen/ kitchen, and 
increased space for internal storage for each tenant.   
 
The rooms/spaces and associated recommended floor areas for a proposed pavilion of 750sqm 
meet the guidelines of the LFDP and those of AFL, Netball Victoria and Cricket Victoria6. It was 
beyond the scope of the master planning study to assess the feasibility of a refurbishment and 
extension of the existing pavilion versus the development of a new pavilion, however, from a visual 
assessment of the condition and layout of the existing pavilion, it is the view of Simon Leisure 
Consulting that a refurbishment of the existing pavilion plus building extensions to the east and to 
the west could accommodate all recommended upgraded and new spaces. An extension to the 
west will require a relocation of the two water storage tanks. 
 

Table 1 - Area Schedule for the Proposed Refurbishment/ Extension/ Redevelopment of the Main Pavilion 

 

6  Most of the spaces required for a pavilion to accommodate a community cricket club can be accommodated within the guidelines for a community football pavilion.  The 
reference source to validate cricket needs/ guidelines was Cricket Australia’s Community Cricket Facility Guidelines (2015). 

Football-Cricket Home Team

Home Change 1 55 55 57 45

Home Amenities 1 15 25 25 25
To be female friendly (refer 'AFL Preferred Facility Guidelines - 

Amenities Upgrade for Unisex Use').

Home Massage / Strapping 1 - 10 - 10

Home Medical Room (Doctor's Room) - 10 - 10

Fitness Gymnasium - 25 - 35

At Club's cost.

Recommended that the gym be located adjacent to the home 

change room and separated with netting so gym can be used as 

a warm-up area on match days.

Football-Cricket Away Team

Away Change 45 55 45 45

Away Amenities 10 25 25 25
To be female friendly (refer 'AFL Preferred Facility Guidelines - 

Amenities Upgrade for Unisex Use' report).

Away Massage / Strapping - 10 - 10

Other Spaces

Umpires Change Room 15 25 25 30

To be female friendly (refer 'AFL Preferred Facility Guidelines - 

Amenities Upgrade for Unisex Use' report).

Additional allocation for female change to enable it to also 

accommodate female netball umpires

First Aid - 15 - 0 Doctor's Room above to double as First Aid

Time Keepers / Scorers - 10 12 5

Administration Office 7 15 15 15 Shared by football and cricket clubs

Meeting Room - - -

Social Room 135 100 120 120
Install operable wall to allow space to be divided into two 

smaller spaces - proposed one at 80sqm; one at 40sqm

Canteen

Kitchen

Kitchen Store -  - - 5

Bar 18  - 8 15

Foyer/ Circulation 10  - - 15
Proposed that an entry/ foyer be located  at rear of the pavilion to 

create a visual link from Somerville Road  

Football Store 20

Cricket Store (internal) 5 External store incorporated with turf wicket maintenance shed

Internal Toilets 30 - - 30 Includes Accessible WC

Miscellaneous Areas

Cleaner's Store 3 5 5 5

Services - - 3

Public Toilets 15 25 25 15

Covered Viewing Area 65 50 161 100

Netball Areas
Netball Vic 

Standard

Home Change 30 20 20 20

Home Amenities 10 14 18 18

Umpires Change Room - 15 20 0 Shares with football umpires

Away Change - 20 20 20

Away Amenities - 14 18 18

Netball Store 15 20 15 15

Netball Duty Room/ Office - 12 -

Kitchenette - 3 -

Foyer/ Circulation 15 - - -

Total Net Area 523.0 618.0 674.0 714.00

Grossing (Circulation at 5%) 26.2 30.9 33.7 35.70

Total Building Area 549.2 648.9 707.7 749.70

15 20 20

15 Locate kitchenette in Office

15 20 20 Shared space20

Accommodation 

AFL 'Local' 

Facility Standard 

Areas (m2)

Comments
Recommended 

Areas (m2)

LFDP 2014

'District' Pavilion

Area (m2)

Existing Provision 

Approx. Areas (m2)
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The Hampton Park Progress Association and the Hampton Park Football Netball Club have 
aspirations for a new pavilion that significantly exceeds the pavilion scope recommended by Simon 
Leisure Consulting, and which is consistent with the guidelines of relevant peak bodies and the 
directions of the LFDP. A pavilion concept floor plan was provided by the Hampton Park Football 
Netball Club during the study, which features the following additional or expanded spaces beyond 
those of the recommended pavilion: 

 

• Larger social room (as a second story), with associated foyer, lift/ stairs, kitchen, bar and 
internal toilets. 

• Separate change rooms and amenities for the senior club and the junior club, i.e. four change 
rooms in total. 

• A senior home change room space of 78sqm, plus a rehabilitation suite of 27sqm. 

• Separate canteens for the senior club and the junior club. 

• Community room with kitchenette (53sqm). 
 
The need for a larger social room and the community room were explained by the Hampton Park 
Progress Association and the Hampton Park Football Netball Club as being necessary additions to 
enable residents and community groups in the Hampton Park area to have increased access to 
community meeting/ function space. It was beyond the scope of this study to validate this need. 
 
The provision of a second set of change rooms and a canteen for the junior club are unnecessary 
and cannot be justified based on the following: 
 

• Junior and senior matches are not being played concurrently. If the junior club was to return 
to Robert Booth Reserve as a permanent tenant, then the junior club would have access to 
the set of home and away change rooms used by the senior club on Saturday. 

• Two sets of change rooms are typically provided in pavilions that service at least two ovals. 

• It is not common practice for two canteens to be provided in a pavilion servicing one oval, 
even if the two tenant junior and senior football clubs are separate clubs. Cooperative 
management arrangements between the two tenant clubs will enable the space to be shared. 

• The provision of a single change room space of 78sqm is excessive, and significantly 
exceeds the standards for a community football club (45 – 55sqm). 

 
It is recommended that Council and the tenant groups undertake a pavilion design development 
process to inform a decision as to whether a pavilion refurbishment and extension is required to 
meet the core needs for a community football-netball-cricket pavilion, or whether a new pavilion 
development is required. Such a process should consider the broader community infrastructure 
needs for Hampton Park, and if it is determined that additional community meeting/ function space 
is required, then Robert Booth Reserve could be considered as a possible location to provide that. 

 

5.4. Passive and informal recreation 

Currently, Robert Booth Reserve presents primarily as a sports reserve. The opportunity for 
passive, informal recreation is largely restricted to the playground at the rear of the pavilion and the 
playground in the local park off Hampton Drive immediately the north of the reserve, and the BBQ 
adjacent to the reserve playground. There are no seats or picnic tables supporting the reserve 
playground and the BBQ, and there is no formal path network throughout the reserve.   
 
The wooded area in the northeast corner of the reserve has potential to be a quality passive 
environment, but currently contains no supporting infrastructure and appears to have not been 
developed as a passive, bushland area for community use. 
 
The sports planning principles in the LFDP support the inclusion of non-sporting recreation space 
in sports reserves, and the provision of opportunities for broader community use of reserves by 
incorporating passive leisure facilities. Several opportunities exist at Robert Booth Reserve to 
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diversify the offerings for leisure and recreation, particularly with the proposed relocation of the 
tennis complex.  New opportunities include: 
 
1. Installing a large, new open space area comprising of a ‘District’ playground, BBQ and picnic 

facilities, seating, and shelters able to accommodate small and large gatherings. The latter is 
an important inclusion, as Hampton Park is a diverse community. Previous work undertaken 
by Simon Leisure Consulting with communities from African and Indian subcontinent 
countries confirms their support for large picnic shelters (25-30 people) at which large-scale 
family and community lunches and other gatherings can take place. 
 

2. Installation of a multipurpose sport and recreation court, with potential for uses such as half-
court basketball, tennis hit-up wall, climbing wall, and four squares, as well as casual netball.  
The suggested siting of the half court adjacent to the playground and BBQ/ picnic facilities 
has the potential to create a new community recreational hub for local residents. 
 

3. Formalisation of a reserve path network by linking Hampton Drive and Somerville Road. It is 
proposed to install a sealed path around the oval. Nose-to-fence car parking will remain to 
the path edge, and informal car parking will be permitted on the northern batter. In the 
southern half of the reserve, pedestrians have the option of accessing Somerville Road either 
from the east or the west sides of the oval. 
 
The east side connects the internal road to a proposed new pedestrian path which links to 
Somerville Road through the proposed new passive and recreation open space. The west 
side connects the internal road to the pavilion plaza area and a proposed new access to 
Somerville Road behind the pavilion. This path exists in some form now, but its functionality 
is restricted by the small opening between the cricket practice nets and the oval fence – the 
reserve concept plan identifies the need to open-up this access. 
 

4. Opening up the northern entrance into the reserve off Hampton Drive. This entry current 
presents as an uninviting, and unsafe egress into the reserve, as it requires pedestrians to 
walk through a narrow cutting between the mounding along the northern boundary. The 
reserve concept plan proposes that sections of the mounding in this location of the path be 
removed to open-up the vistas into and out of the reserve. 
 
This proposal is consistent with the principles and directions of Universal Design and Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design. It will also enable some of the trees that have had 
their trunks buried within the mound, to have them exposed again. This proposal is subject to 
further investigation by Council’s engineers to determine if it is possible in the context of the 
mounding being initially constructed as a part of a flood mitigation treatment for Hampton 
Park. 
 

5. Continuing to maintain and develop the northeast corner of the reserve as a passive open 
space node. Development could be contained to the installation of a couple of bench seats. 

 
 

6. Robert Booth Reserve concept plan 

 
6.1. Concept plan development 

The Robert Booth Reserve Concept Plan was developed through consideration and analysis of 
information collected during the study from the following sources: 

 

• Local influences, including the demographic profile of Hampton Park and the directions of 
relevant strategic reports from Council and sport peak bodies. 

• Site analysis by the consultant team. 
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• Consultation with the Hampton Park Progress Association, the Hampton Park Football 
Netball Club, the Hampton Park Cricket Club, the Hampton Park Tennis Club, the Hampton 
Park CFA, and Council staff. 

• Community survey of 3,000 Hampton Park residents who live within the vicinity of the 
reserve. 

• Assessment of various options and scenarios to improve and upgrade the reserve and its 
facilities. 

• Feedback from stakeholders on a preliminary reserve concept layout plan. 

 

The key design drivers for the development of the reserve concept plan were: 
 
1. Provision of two compliant netball courts. 
2. Improved pavilion and cricket practice facilities. 
3. Improved and more efficient circulation and access (vehicles and pedestrian). 
4. Improved landscaping. 
5. Improved opportunities to activate the reserve for passive recreational use. 

 

The key elements and directions identified in the reserve concept plan are described below, and 
should be read in conjunction with the illustrated plan in Appendix 2. 
 
 

6.2. Key directions of the concept plan  

The numbers below correspond with the project numbers on the reserve concept plan. 
 

1. Remove existing playground: install new seating and undertake additional tree planting. 
 

The proposed new ‘District’ level playground for the reserve and the opening-up of the 
reserve at the northern pedestrian entrance will make this playground redundant and an 
unnecessary duplication of playgrounds within 250m of each other. The local park will 
continue to be an important piece of open space to support the northern pedestrian entrance, 
and it is recommended it modify its function to be a place for rest and relaxation through the 
installation of some bench seating and additional tree planting. 

 
2a. Open up the northern reserve entrance by removing sections of the mounding, subject to 

further investigation by Council’s stormwater engineers. 
 
2b. Seal and extend existing path. 
 

This entry current presents as an uninviting, and unsafe egress into the reserve, as it 
requires pedestrians to walk through a narrow cutting between the mounding along the 
northern boundary. It is recommended that sections of the mounding in this location be 
removed to open-up the pedestrian access. This proposal is subject to further investigation 
by Council’s engineers to determine if it is possible in the context of the mounding being 
initially constructed as a part of a flood mitigation treatment for Hampton Park. 

 
3. Provide a new secure store for the turf wicket maintenance equipment (roller, mower, 

covers), and a sealed access to the oval. Consider using transparent materials when 
upgrading or installing new infrastructure, such as coaches’ boxes and netball shelters, to 
reduce the likelihood of anti-social behaviour occurring. 

 
The equipment is currently stored in a container; this project will enable the container to be 
removed. 
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4. Continue to maintain the bushland area as a natural space. 
 

With the addition of some bench seating, this open space has potential to become a more 
regularly used passive open space node. 

 
5. Install a sealed path around the oval. Nose-to-fence car parking to remain to the path edge, 

and informal car parking permitted on the northern batter. 
 
6. Install a fence or other barrier to prevent vehicles from entering the new parkland open 

space. 
 

With the proposed relocation of the tennis complex off the reserve and the development of 
the southeast corner of the reserve into a large recreation and playspace, it will be important 
that vehicles are no longer able to access this area of the reserve. 

 
7. Relocate the tennis complex and develop the site into a new parkland with picnic shelters 

suitable for small and large groups, and with new sealed paths. 
 

This development has the potential to create a new community recreational hub for local 
residents, and become a feature of the reserve. 

 
Relocation and development of a new tennis facility is proposed at an alternative site within 
Hampton Park. An alternative site has been identified in Hampton Park at Cairns Road 
Reserve and Hampton Park Secondary College (The College) (refer to Appendix 4 – 
Concept Plan). The College has indicated that in principle support is probable and that a 
Community Joint Use Agreement will need to be completed for the tennis facility as it will be 
located on the school site. A concept plan has been prepared for the site and is included in 
the Draft Master Plan. 

 
8. New playground and BBQ/ picnic area. 
 

Proposed that a ‘District’ level playground and a BBQ/ picnic area be installed, which would 
replace the existing playground and BBQ within the reserve. 

 
9a. New competition netball courts with floodlighting to 100 lux and player shelters. 
  

A second compliant netball court is required at Robert Booth Reserve. The relocation of the 
tennis complex provides an opportunity for two new competition-compliant netball courts to 
be installed side by side. 

 
9b. New half netball court for warm up, with infrastructure and line marking for other active 

recreation uses. 
 

This half court further assists the functionality of the two compliant courts by providing a 
dedicated warm up court.  An opportunity exists for this court to be a multipurpose court, and 
in doing so become an extension of the playground and picnic area, which builds-on the 
potential for the whole space to become a new community recreation hub. 

 
The Southern Football Netball League and Netball Victoria approve of the concept of a 
multipurpose court doubling as a warm up netball court at Robert Booth Reserve. 

 
10. New two-way covered bench seating for spectators. 
 

The location of this covered spectator seating will allow spectators to watch football and 
netball matches and training concurrently. 
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11. Commence pavilion design process to inform the pavilion refurbishment and extension, with 
the key objectives being to provide facilities that are fit for purpose and in accordance with 
provision standards supported by relevant sport peak bodies and Council’s LFDP Policy. 

 
The main pavilion and the netball pavilion are not fit-for-purpose in a number of key areas, 
and do not meet some AFL and Netball Victoria facility guidelines. Whilst is was beyond the 
scope of the master plan study to determine whether a refurbishment or a new pavilion is 
required, it is recommended that a building of at least 750sqm will be required in order to 
meet all core needs for a community football-netball-cricket pavilion. A refurbished or new 
pavilion will likely require an expanded pavilion footprint to the east and to the west to 
accommodate all recommended upgraded and new spaces. An extension to the west will 
require a relocation of the two water storage tanks. 

 
12. Allowance to increase the pavilion footprint to accommodate netball change rooms and 

associated amenities, and refurbishment of existing areas. 
 

In any refurbished or new pavilion, the netball change rooms, amenities, and other 
associated netball rooms should be located in close proximity to the netball courts. 

 
13. Vehicle-free area for players/ spectators (paved and grassed). 

 
The design of the pavilion plaza area should be a combination of different surfaces and 
settings to add interest and to improve the overall presentation of this built-up area of the 
reserve. 

 
14. New sealed car park (68 spaces). 
 

The relocation of the netball courts and the playground/ BBQ facilities to the southeast corner 
of the reserve, creates an opportunity to provide a new off-road car park adjacent to the 
pavilion. 

 
15. New pedestrian access into the reserve, including raised pavement at car park crossing. 

Consider incorporating a new formal entry into the pavilion from this path in any pavilion 
development project. 

 
The main pavilion currently ‘turns its back’ to Somerville Road. Creating an entry into the 
pavilion from the south, and complementing the entry with a prominent pedestrian path, will 
better connect the building to the southern area of the reserve, and enhances the entry 
sequence to the pavilion for any community uses. The raised pavement will enhance 
pedestrian safety where the path crosses the car park, and tree planting along the path will 
create a strong sense of arrival. 

 
16. Car park exit to be used on event days only. 
 

The provision of a gated access to Somerville Road from the eastern end of the car park will 
facilitate more efficient departure of vehicles from this car park on event days. This access 
could also be used to service the pavilion with deliveries, depending on the final location of 
the kitchen and bar. 

 
17. New CFA training track with gated access to replace existing track behind the pavilion. 

Incorporate granitic gravel surface car parking on either side of the training track to be used 
on event days (20 spaces). 

 
The training track needs to be built to a standard to withstand a load in excess of 15 tonnes, 
being the weight of a fire engine containing a full tank of water. The existing fire training track 
is 5m wide x 25m long, and these dimensions are required for the proposed new track.  The 
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concept plan is showing that the new track could be used on event days as an additional car 
park for up to 20 vehicles. It is proposed that the car parking bays be constructed with a 
granitic gravel surface, for two main reasons: 
 

• It enables the training track to be constructed to the edge of the tree protection zone, 
with the gravel parking bays on the west side to be within the tree protection zone. 

• It reduces the overall visual impact of the proposed new sealed car parking along 
Somerville Road, by having this portion of new car parking being partially unsealed.  
With no kerb and channel proposed for this car park, there will also be a seamless 
transition between the pavilion plaza area and all open space areas to the west, as a 
result of there being no gutters. 

 
 

It is also proposed that the fire training track have gated access to enable the pavilion plaza 
area to be completely free of vehicles on non-event days. 

 
18. Upgrade the reserve entry to enhance the arrival experience. 
 

Options to upgrade the entry could include installing a more formal gate (ie. brick pillar entry), 
sealing the first 10 – 15 metres of the internal access road, and installing a new reserve 
identification sign and either removing the existing signs or consolidating the various 
messages onto a one sign. 

 
19. Install a cover over the southern portion of the cricket nets to deflect leaf litter. 

 
The Red River Gum tree behind the cricket practice nets drops a significant amount of leaf 
litter all year round into the net lanes. The leaves have to be swept out by the Hampton Park 
Cricket Club members prior to each net training session.  It is proposed that a length of 
shade cloth or other material be installed on an angle above the nets to deflect the leaves to 
an area behind the nets. 

 
20. Remove the northern panel of fencing of the practice nets to widen the pedestrian access 

between the practice nets and the oval perimeter fence. 
 

This project will connect the proposed sealed access road to the sealed area around the 
pavilion, and will also increase the width of the opening between the practice nets and the 
oval perimeter fence. 

 
Generally, install arrival signage at the reserve entrances, and functional and regulatory signage 
throughout the reserve, as required.  

 

 

Other Directions 
 

• The concept plan supports the relocation of the Hampton Park Tennis Club to a new site 
within Hampton Park, and to a larger facility (refer Section 5.2). 

• The concept plan supports additional tree plantings to strengthen existing boundary planting, 
to provide shade, and to frame other infrastructure. 

• The master plan encourages the Hampton Park Junior Football Club to return to Robert 
Booth Reserve as its main ground, and to utilise Cairns Road Reserve as its overflow or 
second training ground. 
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6.3. Cost plan  

The Robert Booth Reserve Concept Plan recommends more than 20 separate but interconnected 
projects for the reserve.  The total estimated cost for full implementation of the concept plan is in 
excess of $11 million. 
 
The practicality and order of implementation of all projects has been and will continue to be subject 
to a number of factors and criteria before proceeding, including: 

 

• Further investigation, research and consultation to determine the feasibility of some projects. 

• Availability of funding. 

• Current and future priorities of the Casey City Council, the Hampton Park Progress 
Association, and reserve user groups. 

 
The reserve concept plan Cost Plan is shown on the following pages. The item number assigned to 
each project is the same as the numbered symbols on the concept plan.  An indicative project cost 
and prioritisation have been included.  The prioritisation of ‘S’ (short term), ‘M’ (medium term) and 
‘L’ (long term) are an indication of the importance of a project compared to all projects identified in 
the reserve concept plan, and should not be interpreted or aligned to any specific timeframes or 
years to be implemented. 
 
Important notes concerning the Cost Plan 
 
1. All capital cost estimates shown in the table are based on works being undertaken by 

professional contractors, and consultant fees associated with design development and 
administration have been averaged at 10% of construction costs. 

 
2. The cost estimates have been provided as indicative costs, based on similar projects 

undertaken in the past 18 months. No detailed plans have been prepared for any of the 
proposed upgrades, which are typically required to identify more accurate estimated costs 
from a Quantity Surveyor.   

 
Cost exclusions include: 

− Construction contingencies. 

− Any costs/loss of income, which may be incurred by user groups or Council during 
construction of improvement projects. 

− Goods and Services Tax (GST). 
 
3. It should be noted that some capacity might exist for cost savings during the implementation 

of the capital improvement program, by combining/ packaging projects into one larger 
contract. 

 
4. The directions contained within the reserve concept plan do not commit the Casey City 

Council, the Hampton Park Progress Association or any other organisation to a responsibility 
for funding projects. 
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Appendix 1 

Groups and People Consulted 
 
Project Working Group (City of Casey Council) 

Name Position 

Carly Goodrich Team Leader Recreation Planning 

Angie Peresso Team Leader Community & Sport Facilities 

Michael Enright Team Leader Landscape Design & Construction 

Brendan Lange Team Leader Landscape Services 

Danny Edmunds Team Leader Park Services 

Paul Ridgeway Team Leader Trees and Horticulture 

Jonathon Makaay Team Leader Building Design and Construction 

Peter Gillieron Principal Property Advisor, Property Services 

Adam Wojcik Strategic Planner, City Planning 

Wright Paterson Coordinator Community Sport – Community and Sport Facilities 

Angelique Miller Senior Recreation Planner (Project Leader) 

 
 
Other Council Staff Consulted 

Name Position 

Steve Robertson Project Manager – Design & Construction 

Paul Ridgway Team Leader Community & Sport Facilities 

Adam Wojcik Strategic Planner 

Jonathon Makaay Team Leader Building Development & Construction 

 
 
Robert Booth Reserve User Groups Consulted 

Name Organisation 

Mark Penn Hampton Park Cricket Club 

Brenton Hampton Park Cricket Club 

James Kellett Hampton Park Cricket Club 

Glenn Rees Hampton Park Cricket Club 

Mick O’Brien Hampton Park Football Netball Club 

Tim Zeigeler Hampton Park Football Netball Club 

Shane Uildricks Hampton Park Football Netball Club 

Peter Craig Hampton Park Football Netball Club 

Graeme Wilson Hampton Park CFA 

Raymond Rickards Hampton Park CFA 

Ron Lamb Hampton Park Tennis Club 

Sharon Kelly Hampton Park Tennis Club 

 
 
Other Groups Consulted 

Name Position 

Carlos Santin Hampton Park Progress Association 

David Jennings Southern Football Netball League 

Nancy Da Silva Netball Victoria 
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Appendix 2 

Robert Booth Reserve Concept Plan 
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Appendix 3 

Resident questionnaire (issued to residents via hard copy flyer directing to online survey) 
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Appendix 4 

Cairns Road Reserve Tennis Facility Concept 
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