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1. Vision 
Max Pawsey Reserve is a pristine, safe, welcoming and well-connected open space. The treed parkland 

setting encourages more time spent outdoors relaxing, playing sport, and being active. 

 

2. Principles 
 

1. Sustainable Open Space 

• To address and improve the existing drainage function of the reserve to improve storm water harvesting and water sensitive environmentally 
sustainable design features. 

• To improve the environmental and landscape values of the reserve and enhance Casey’s Urban Forest. 

• Environmentally Sustainable Design through building design. 

 
2. Connected 

• Provide opportunities to activate the reserve for passive recreational use, by improving the network of pedestrian/cycle linkages and paths 
and the range of family and youth recreational opportunities available. 

 
3. Identity 

• Ensure the identity of the reserve is preserved, whilst providing connections to the heritage of Bunjil Place and the surrounding precinct. 

 
4. Health and Wellbeing 

• Provide a comfortable, safe, inviting space that encourage people to maintain and enhance their health and wellbeing, through being 
outdoors. 

• Provide a space to encourages social connectedness. 

 

5. Sporting and community facility hub functionality 

• Assess and improve the functionality and condition of the existing facilities. 

• Deliver high quality facilities to service our growing community. 

 
6. Events 

• Retain existing community events and integrate new activities and programs into the reserve. 

 

7. Partnerships 

• Build on and develop partnerships to create a space that is supported and invested now and into the future. 
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3. Introduction  
Max Pawsey Reserve (the reserve) is an 11ha district level sporting 
facility located within the suburb of Narre Warren and is bounded by 
Fountain Drive, Magid Drive and the Princes Highway. 

The reserve is approximately 42 kilometres from Melbourne CBD and is 
situated within the Fountain Gate – Narre Warren Centre Business District 
(CBD), which comprises a series of diverse activities, including civic, retail 
and business park functions. The reserve is also adjacent to Bunjil Place, 
the City of Casey’s regional community hub and one of the largest 
cultural, community and civic precincts of its kind in Australia. 

Fountain Gate-Narre Warren CBD is strategically positioned to ensure it is 
well-connected from a local and regional perspective. Excellent road and 
public transport access is provided by the centre’s immediate adjacency 
to the Monash Freeway, Princes Highway and the Fountain Gate bus 
interchange linking to local residential areas and the Narre Warren Train 
Station just over 1km from the reserve. 

The reserve is owned and managed by City of Casey and provides a 
diverse range of sporting opportunities for residents, employees and 
visitors from a local and district catchment. The reserve has a dedicated 
flood retarding function for Troops Creek in high rainfall events. 

The reserve currently functions primarily as a sporting reserve supporting 
organised sporting activities for football (AFL), cricket, tennis, athletics 
and lawn bowls as well as a Scouts group. The reserve provides key open 
space and recreation opportunities for Narre Warren residents, employees 
and visitors. 

In 2016, it was identified that a Master Plan was required for Max Pawsey 
Reserve to provide a vision and framework to ensure this open space 
continues to play an important role in meeting the sporting and recreational 
needs of a City forecast to accommodate 550,000 residents by 2041. 

The Master Plan also responds to the development of Bunjil Place and Fountain Gate - Narre Warren Fountain Gate Structure Plan (2018) which provides 
direction for growth and development within the CBD including Max Pawsey Reserve over the next 20 years. 

Max Pawsey 
Reserve 

Fountain Gate 
Shopping Centre 

Bunjil Place 
Casey ARC Industrial 

Estate 
Place 

Residential 

Narre Warren Train Station 
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4. History 
Max Pawsey Reserve and the Max Pawsey Pavilion are named in honour of Maxwell John (Max) 
Pawsey, born in Coburg, Victoria in 1930 and died in Cobram, Victoria in 2011. 

During Mr Pawsey’s career he worked for the City of Moorabbin, City of Preston, City of Coburg 
and the Shire of Doncaster and Templestowe before his appointment as City Engineer for the 
City of Berwick in 1973, until his retirement in 1988. In 1986 he was awarded the Cedric Tuxen 
Medal for Municipal Engineering Excellence. 

In addition to being involved with many professional bodies during Mr Pawsey’s career, he was 
also involved in many community organisations and activities. In 1994 he was given the key to 
the City of Berwick for services to the city and its community. Mr Pawsey served on the Hallam 
High School Council and the committee for the establishment of Berwick High School. He was 
also a Past President of the Rotary Club of Berwick and a member of the Rotary Club of Cobram. 

The Reserve is also home to an avenue of Oak trees along Magid Drive, a stone memorial on the 
corner of Princes Hwy and Magid Drive and associated plaques, serving as a memorial to seven 
firefighters from the Narre Warren Fire Brigade that perished at Upper Beaconsfield during the 
Ash Wednesday bushfires in 1983. 

4.1 Narre Warren Community Profile 

A review of the population characteristics of Narre Warren identified the following demographic characteristics: 

• The total population of Narre Warren in 2018 was 28,236 people. 

• Narre Warren has a slightly lower proportion of children aged up to 17 years (24.4%) compared to all of Casey (26.9%) in 2016. 

• Narre Warren has a slightly higher proportion (15.3%) of older adults (60+ years) compared to all of Casey (14.7%). 

• 1,429 people or 5.2% of the population in Narre Warren in 2016 reported needing help in their day-to-day lives due to disability. 

• Overall, 34.9% of the Narre Warren population was born overseas, and 28% were from a non-English speaking background, compared 

with 38.2% and 31.1% respectively for City of Casey. 

• The largest non-English speaking country of birth in Narre Warren was India, where 4.6% of the population, or 1,218 people, were born. 

• In Narre Warren in 2016 there was a similar proportion of employed and unemployed people, compared to Casey. 

• There will be a population growth of approximately 3,111 people in Narre Warren by 2041. 

The demographic data informs the direction of the master plan, with the ability to accommodate the following community needs: 

• The older adult profile and large number of people living in Narre Warren will ensure there will be continued local demand for sporting 

and recreation facilities in Narre Warren during the forecast period. 

• The percentage of people reporting to have a disability places great emphasis on creating accessible design throughout the reserve. 
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5. Planning Overlays and Land Ownership 
Max Pawsey Reserve is bound by Fountain Drive and residential housing along the northwest 
boundary, Princes Highway along the southwest boundary and Magid Drive along the eastern 
boundary. A long linear parcel of land abuts the northeast corner of the reserve, and its main 
purpose is an easement for stormwater passage from Troups Creek East Branch. This easement 
has been incorporated into the overall master planning for Max Pawsey Reserve. 

Max Pawsey Reserve is owned and managed by the City of Casey and consists of 14 land parcels. 

 

The reserve is zoned Public Park and Recreation Zone and Public Use Zone, and the current sporting and recreational uses of the reserve 
are consistent with its zoning. 

The site is subject to an Environmental Significance Overlay (Schedule 8), which prescribes specific objectives and requirements relating to 
the protection of significant exotic and native trees in Casey. There are no formally identified significant trees within Max Pawsey Reserve, 
however there are a large number of mature native and exotic trees that add environmental, historic and aesthetic significance to this reserve 
which need to be preserved. 

The site is subject to a Land Subject to Inundation, Special Building Overlay and Development Contributions Plan Overlay, which prescribes 
objectives and requirements relating to an application to construct a building or construct or carry out works. All works are subject to 
Melbourne Water approval. 
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6. Strategic Context 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Council Plan outlines the way 
the City of Casey will work towards 
achieving Council’s Vision for the 
future - "Creating Australia's Most 
Liveable City", during the period 
2017-2021. 

The Master Plan specifically relates 
to Strategic Objective 2.1:  

The destination for arts, culture, 
sport and leisure that attracts visitors 
and brings communities together. 

 

 

C21 presents an overview of 
Council’s long-term blueprint for 
shaping the City of Casey’s future.  
The following strategic objectives 
and directions support the master 
plan:  

-The role of sport in delivering 
healthy, vibrant and well-connected 
communities. 

-Increase community participation in 
leisure by planning, facilitating and 
delivering a wide range of sport, 
leisure, arts and community facilities. 

 

The Leisure Facilities Development 
Plan Policy (LFDP) facilitates 
planning, development and renewal 
of leisure facilities, services and 
opportunities to address identified 
(current and future) community 
needs. 

Max Pawsey Reserve is considered 
a District Level Facility within this 
Policy. 

 

 

 

The Open Space Strategy provides a 
framework to guide the planning, 
design, development and 
management of open space in the 
City of Casey. 

Four key pillars underpin the 
Strategy and inform this Master Plan, 
which include: 1. A Planned City 2. A 
Green City, 3. A City of Trails, 4. An 
Active City.  Max Pawsey Reserve is 
considered a District Social Family 
Recreation Park within this Strategy.

 

There are a range of other integral strategic documents that support the development of a Master Plan for Max Pawsey Reserve, including: Municipal Public 
Health & Wellbeing Plan, Playground Strategy, Casey Walk and Ride Strategy, NW-FG Structure Plan/Activity Centre Plan, NW-FG Open Space Assessment 
Report. 
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7. Existing Condition Plan & User Groups 

The reserve has the following 

facilities: 

• District Level AFL/Cricket 
(Pavilion + 2  ovals) 

• District Level Tennis (Pavilion + 
6 courts) 

• District Level Lawn Bowls 
(Pavilion + 2  greens) 

• Scouts Hall 

• Cricket Nets (3 nets) 

• Car Parking (3 locations) 

• Local Level Playground 

• Basketball Half Court 

• Paths 

• Drainage line and retarding 
basin 

 

The reserve is used by the 

following groups: 

• Fountain Gate Cricket Club 

• Fountain Gate Junior Football Club 

• Narre Warren Little Athletics Club 

• Fountain Gate Auskick 

• Narre Warren Bowling Club 

• Fountain Gate Tennis Club 

• Narre Warren Scout Group 

 

 

 

 



Max Pawsey Reserve Master Plan 2020   10 | P a g e   

8. Narre Warren Sport Facility Provision 
Councils Leisure Facilities Development Plan Policy 2014 developed ratios for organised sport with the highest participation levels. 

These ratios were then applied to the sports currently offered at Max Pawsey Reserve or proposed (Netball) to identify current and future facility 
shortfalls within Narre Warren. 

These figures are based on the current population of Narre Warren of 28,236 (2018) and forecast population of 31,483 (2041). 

Sport Ratio 
CURRENT 

PROVISION 

FACILITIES 
REQUIRED 

2020 

SHORTFALL 

2020 

FACILITIES 
REQUIRED 

2041 

SHORTFALL 

2041 

Athletics 1:75,000 1 0.4 (.5) - 0.6** 0.4 (.5) - 0.6** 

AFL 1:4,250 5 6.6 (7) 2 7.4 (7) 2 

Cricket 1:3,000 7 9.4 (9) 2 10.5 (11) 4 

Lawn Bowls 1:15,000 2 1.9 (2) 0 2.1 (2) 0 

Netball* 1:5,000 2 5.7 (6) 4 6.3 (6) 4 

Tennis 1:2,300 18 12.3 (12) - 6** 13.7 (14) - 4** 

*Existing Municipal Level Netball Facility located at Olive Road Reserve, Doveton, will cater for the existing and future shortfall. Should a Senior Football/Netball 

Club form in the future, the provision of netball courts will be considered at Max Pawsey Reserve. 

**a negative value indicates an oversupply in facility provision. 
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9. Existing Conditions & Opportunities 
 

Buildings/ 
Structures 

Existing Condition Opportunity 1 Opportunity 2 Opportunity 3 

AFL/Cricket 
Pavilion 

Built in 1987 and does not currently meet the LFDP Policy requirements. The building is 
not female friendly and has no dedicated community space. The building also has CPTED 
issues, with reported incidents of antisocial activity in areas around the pavilion. The 
building is being routinely maintained, no capital works funding currently forecast. 

Explore opportunities for a dual-
purpose major facility 
incorporating sporting pavilion, 
community room, scout hall and 
public toilets with external access 
from the community lawn. 

Explore opportunities to 
extend existing AFL / 
Cricket Pavilion to include 
a community room for 
AFL/Cricket and Scouts (if 
applicable) 

No change 

Tennis 
Pavilion  

Built in 1978 and does not currently meet the LFDP Policy requirements. The building is 
not female friendly with no dedicated change facilities. There is no office for coaches or 
clubs. The building is being routinely maintained, with funding currently in the capital 
works program currently forecast for a pavilion renewal. 

Demolish Tennis Pavilion and 
rebuild to LFDP standard and 
relocate closer to the larger car 
park 

Renew Tennis Pavilion in 
existing location 

No change 

Lawn Bowls 
Pavilion  

Built in 1989 and does not currently meet the LFDP Policy requirements. The building is 
being routinely maintained, with funding currently in the capital works program for pavilion 
renewal and new roof currently forecast. 

Renew Lawn Bowls Pavilion No change  

Scout Hall  Built in 1989 the building has CPTED issues, with reported incidents of forced entry at 
the rear of the pavilion. The building is being maintained by Scouts Victoria and Narre 
Warren Scout Group. 

Explore opportunities for a dual-
purpose major facility 
incorporating sporting pavilion, 
community room, scout hall and 
public toilets with external access 
from the community lawn. 

No change  

Manual 
Scorers 
Shed 

Built in 1987 and does not currently meet the LFDP Policy requirements. The building 
also has CPTED issues, with reported incidents of antisocial activity in areas around the 
building. The building is being routinely maintained and no capital works funding currently 
forecast, however minor capital works may contribute to an electronic scoreboard. 

Demolish manual scorers shed 
and replace with new score 
board, storage, change room and 
toilet facilities. 

Provide electronic scoreboards 
on both ovals at the reserve. 

Retain Scorers Shed and 
include public toilet 
amenities 

No change 

Cricket Nets  Three nets built in ~2006 which meet the LFDP Policy requirements. There are issues 
with their condition including flooding and drainage. The nets are being routinely 
maintained and no capital works funding currently forecast. 

Relocate cricket nets and 
improve drainage. 

Retain nets and upgrade 
drainage 

No change 

Playground  Built in 1999 and is in average condition. The playground is Local Level and meets the 
Australian Standards it was built to. Its usage level is medium. The playground was last 
upgraded in 2009, with vandalism, graffiti and ongoing maintenance the key issues. The 
playground is being routinely maintained, with funding currently in the capital works 
program for a District Level Playground renewal. 

Demolish and provide District 
Level Playground, picnic, BBQ, 
access to public toilet and 
skateable elements. 

No change  

Half 
Basketball 
Court  

Co-located with the car park, making it unusable at times. It was last upgraded in 2017 
with new line marking and a new backboard and hoop. The court is being routinely 
maintained and no capital works funding currently forecast. 

Create dedicated half/full multi-
purpose court. Potential future 
netball court. 

Incorporate basketball 
court within car park 

No change 

Spectator Former stage used for events, however due to the noise levels projected toward the 
residential area, it is no longer used as a stage for events. There is no shade provision 

Provide shade to existing 
structure and provide additional 

No change  
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Terrace at this terrace. The existing terrace is being routinely maintained, with funding currently 
in the capital works program for a new stage/terrace to be constructed. 

terrace opportunities for each 
oval. Main Oval terrace to 
provide dual purpose as a stage 
for events. 

Buildings/ 
Structures 

Existing Condition Opportunity 1 Opportunity 2 Opportunity 3 

Public Toilet There are no publicly accessible toilet facilities at this reserve, creating problems for 
casual users of the reserve. 

The existing toilets are located within the buildings and are only accessible when the 
buildings are occupied. 

There are issues with the current proximity of the AFL/Cricket toilets to the main oval, 
which is approximately 100m, causing issues for junior members, the elderly and 
spectators. 

 

Provide additional publically 
accessible toilet and change 
rooms between the two ovals to 
ensure adequate provision for 
sporting groups and spectators. 

Provision of a publicly accessible 
toilet facility within the 
AFL/Cricket/Scout Pavilion would 
provide amenity to the 
playground. 

As option 1 As option 1 

Skate Park Max Pawsey Reserve was identified within Council’s Skate Strategy as a Regional Skate 
Facility, however due to space limitations and site constraints, there is currently no 
provision for skate within the reserve. 

 

Within an expanded play space 
and along Magid Drive, there is 
the opportunity to explore a local 
level skate facility, with skate and 
scooter elements and pump 
track, subject to consultation with 
local residents. 

District and Regional Provision of 
Skate Facilities is available at 
Endeavour Hills Town Centre, 
Ray Bastin Reserve and The 
Shed, which can be accessed by 
public transport. 

As option 1 As option 1 
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Sports Fields Existing Condition Opportunity 

District Level AFL/Cricket 
Ovals x 2 

(1 x turf, 1 x synthetic 
wicket) 

Sprigged with warm season grass in 2009/10 (Secondary Oval) and 2011/12 (Main Oval), however the grass 
has been overrun by kikuyu grass which is not preferred. The drainage and irrigation systems have not been 
renewed since 2005. The irrigation system is connected to the rainwater tank to the rear of the Scout Hall 
which offers minimal supply and is not suitable for the hand hose at the turf wicket. 

Both ovals do not currently meet LFDP standards for size and floodlighting requirements. 

The Secondary oval is much larger due to the athletics track which has not been marked out since prior to 
2008. 

The main oval does not currently provide sufficient entry and exit points for events held at the reserve, creating 
a bottleneck effect and safety issues with large crowds. 

Improved drainage and irrigation, which will be 
aided by a harvesting stormwater to be stored within 
the reserve and treated through a wetland.. 

Improved amenity of ovals to complement the 
reserve’s location in a high-profile area through 
upgrades such as improved oval entry points for 
large crowds to enter and exit the ovals for events 
and white picket oval fencing.  

District Level Tennis 
Courts x 6 

(4 x Euro Clay, 2 x artificial 
grass) 

Average condition with some drainage and surface irregularities. 

Floodlighting to competition standard. 

Fencing was replaced in 2017, however wind is an issue. 

No additional courts are proposed for Max Pawsey 
Reserve. 

Incorporate hot shots and/or rebound wall with 
associated soft landscaping along the residential 
fence line. 

Complete LED court lighting. 

District Lawn Bowl 
Greens x 2 

(1 x synthetic, 1 x turf) 

Two new synthetic greens have been installed in 2017 and 2019, replacing previous one natural turf and one 
synthetic turf green. The Lawn Bowls is fenced and presents as segregated from the other facilities within the 
reserve, which is enhanced by the hedge surrounding the facility. The hedge inhibits passive surveillance 
opportunities. There have been issues with flooding over the years during 1/100 storm events. Floodlighting 
to competition standard. 

Improve CPTED issues by visually opening up the 
space to integrate with the reserve through creating 
view lines around the boundary of the facility. This 
could be achieved through replacing the perimeter 
seating with tinted Perspex, when the roof is 
installed. 

Local Athletics Track 

(grass)  

The informal Athletics Track is not currently used for training or competition. The LFDP ratios demonstrate 
that there is adequate provision of Athletics Facilities to service the Narre Warren area and surrounds, through 
Edwin Flack Reserve in Berwick, which services a population of 75,000. 

Remove Local Level Athletics from the reserve. 

District Level Netball 
Courts x 2 

(Hard surface (options 
asphalt or syn-pave)) 

No current provision Should a Senior Football/Netball Club form in the 
future, the provision of netball courts will be 
considered at Max Pawsey Reserve 

 

 

 

Pathways, 
connectivity 

Existing Condition Opportunities 

Shared Use Paths, Internal 
Paths, Pedestrian 
connections 

Max Pawsey Reserve has a designated path network along the southern 
boundary (Princes Highway), partially along the eastern boundary (Magid 
Drive), along Fountain Drive, within the centre of the reserve, connecting 
Magid Drive to the AFL/Cricket Pavilion and between Fountain Drive and 

Improved pathway connections and seating within the reserve and linkages to existing 
networks. 

A circuit path around the perimeter of the reserve would provide a designated route for 
walking and jogging. An internal network would also provide alternative routes to the 
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Magid Drive, connecting local residents to the Major Activity Centre – 
Westfield Fountain Gate.  

Limited internal pathways or connections to existing path networks. In high 
rainfall events the existing paths are subject to flooding, causing 
connectivity, safety and drainage issues. Perimeter circuit path is 
incomplete.  

Limited seating opportunities within the reserve, causing an amenity issue 
for vulnerable members of the community who require rest points. 

The connection between Bunjil Place, Casey ARC and the MAC is 
impacted by Magid Drive which is currently unsafe for pedestrians to cross 
due to high vehicle speeds. 

shared path and define areas within the reserve and improve connections and 
interactions to existing facilities. 

Connections along Magid Drive to the existing path network along Monash Freeway and 
along Princes Highway. 

All internal paths will need to be built or upgraded to minimum 1 in 10 flood events, 
including the provision of footbridges to allow year-round use. 

Provision of a signalised intersection across Magid Drive to improve the connectivity to 
Bunjil Place, Casey ARC and the MAC. 

 

Car Parking 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

Raven Crescent car park Approximately 180 dedicated unsealed, undefined space, off-street 
spaces. 

Car park width exceeds requirement creating unused space and 
prohibiting essential infrastructure such as a circuit path. 

Underutilised on weekends due to lack of pedestrian connectivity to 
AFL/Cricket, Scouts and Lawn Bowls facilities. 

Aligns to LFDP for Tennis, location not ideal for AFL/Cricket, Lawn Bowls. 

Improve the layout, signage and functionality of the car park, including sealed defined off-
street parking spaces with overall reduced car park width to allow the provision of a circuit 
path around the perimeter of the reserve whilst maintaining the amount of spaces. 

Improved pedestrian connectivity to each facility throughout the Reserve to the car park. 

Fountain Drive car park Approximately 55 sealed off-street spaces. 

Car park does not have bus capable drop-off capacity, does not allow for 
ease of circulation within the space and is shared with a half basketball 
court. 

Reaches capacity during game days, causing overflow to occur namely 
on Fountain Drive, which causes congestion for local residents. 

Does not align to LFDP* – localised under provision for AFL/Cricket by 20 
spaces. 

Improve the layout, signage and functionality of the car park, including sealed off-street 
parking for a minimum of 75 cars, with additional capacity for on-street overflow parking 
for minimum of 35 vehicles. 
 

Ensure bus capable drop off area and improved circulation, entry and exit and removal 
of shared half basketball court. 

Magid Drive car park Approximately 36 sealed and unsealed off-street spaces. 

Recently expanded, however regularly reaches capacity and is used by all 
Reserve users, creating issues for Lawn Bowl patrons. 

Does not align to the LFDP* - localised under provision for Lawn Bowls by 
14 spaces. 

Improve the layout, signage and functionality of the car park, including sealed off-street 
parking for minimum 25 cars per green, and some on-street parking for overflow. 
 

* The car parking across the three locations provides ample spaces collectively to align with the LFDP, however there are issues with their use, connectivity, form and functionality. 

 



Max Pawsey Reserve Master Plan 2020   15 | P a g e   

Passive Recreation & 
Exercise Spaces   

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

 Currently, Max Pawsey Reserve presents primarily as a sports reserve. 
The opportunity for passive informal recreation is largely restricted to the 
playground at the rear of the Scout Hall. There is limited provision of seats 
or picnic tables supporting the reserve, with no public BBQ, toilets or 
formal perimeter path network throughout the reserve. 

 

Develop an additional passive open space area in the southeast corner of the 
reserve, comprising a wetland and stormwater harvesting system, seating, shelter, 
picnic facilities, meeting spaces and potential BBQ facilities, creating a new passive 
community recreational space for residents, employees and visitors. Demolish and 
upgrade the Playground to a District Level. Install a dedicated multipurpose court, 
with potential for uses such as basketball, netball, tennis hit-up wall and climbing wall. 
There is an opportunity to provide exercise equipment within the reserve, either in one 
node or throughout the reserve. 
 

 

Site hydrology, 
Drainage & Irrigation 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

 Max Pawsey Reserve is located within a functional flood retarding basin 
and plays an important role in managing stormwater for the Troups Creek 
catchment. It is also one of Casey’s highest water using facilities. 

The Melbourne Water Main drain, Troups Creek East Branch runs through 
the centre of the reserve. 

The outfall of the reserve, Troups Creek drain, is under capacity due to 

the presence of sediment build up, which causes frequent flooding to 

occur. 

The existing lawn bowls facility located within the reserve interferes with 

the primary functionality of the Reserve as a retarding basin by reducing 

the flood storage volume capacity. The bowling greens are prone to 

frequent flooding and damage due to the flood storage functionality of the 

reserve. 

Trees and light poles have been placed on the embankment of the 

retarding basin, which is not recommended. The existing trees and light 

poles on the embankment of the Max Pawsey Reserve risks the structural 

integrity of the embankment.  In a large storm event failure of the 

embankment will mean flooding of the Princes Highway which will 

significantly impact the road network and downstream residential and 

business precincts. 

There is also poor irrigation on both ovals, causing increased maintenance 

of playing surfaces and sporting ovals. Drought conditions and water 

restrictions are also having a significant impact on Council’s capacity to 

maintain playing surfaces at the reserve. 

Harvest stormwater to be stored within the reserve and treated through a wetland. The 
wetland would treat the stormwater runoff as well as improve site amenity. In addition to 
the environmental benefits of a wetland, it would also offer benefits through recreation, 
education and amenity for the community. 

Stormwater Harvesting for irrigation of the Max Pawsey Reserve will minimise reliance 
on drinking water and maintenance and ensure greener open space is available for 
community to play and use all year round. The ovals are due for drainage and irrigation 
upgrades, with a project currently nominated in Council’s Capital Works Program. 

The creation of a network of WSUD landscape features would also allow stormwater 

runoff to be retained and treated onsite prior to discharging into the Troups Creek 

Drainage system, including within the car parks. 

Formalise the creek that runs through the reserve, to act as an ephemeral creek with 
secondary benefits such as education, interaction, play and safety. 
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Vegetation & Urban 
Ecology 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

 A feature of Max Pawsey Reserve is the mature native eucalypt trees 
around the perimeter and exotic Oak trees within the reserve, some of 
which were planted as a memorial to the seven firefighters from the Narre 
Warren Fire Brigade that perished at Upper Beaconsfield during the Ash 
Wednesday bushfires in 1983. 

There is currently insufficient provision of natural shade, particularly along 
pedestrian connections and within the playground space. 

Some of the vegetation within the reserve also restricts natural 
surveillance which reduces sightlines, passive surveillance opportunities 
and shade. 

Retain all significant Oak Trees planted in memoriam of the Ash Wednesday bushfires. 

There are opportunities to enhance the provision of natural shade especially along 
pathways and within the playground space with improved landscaping to achieve a 
minimum of 30% canopy cover. 

The existing trees will be assessed on an individual basis to ensure surveillance and 
shade opportunities and maximised, whilst maintaining the health of the trees, in 
accordance with the Urban Forest Strategy. 

 

Signage & wayfinding 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

 The reserve also has a stone entry memorial feature on the corner of the 
Princes Highway and Magid Drive that is hidden by vegetation and a 
number of other memorial plaques that need to be retained. 

There is currently no orientation signage and minimal internal signage and 
wayfinding to navigate users around the reserve. 

 

The reserve has a number of plaques and a stone wall memorial dedicated 
to the Ash Wednesday Bushfires and local lives lost. 

 

There is an opportunity to provide orientation signage at main entrances, providing 
wayfinding signage throughout the reserve and road signage identifying the reserve, 
which is aligned with Council’s current Branding Guideline. 

There is also an opportunity to enhance and reinvigorate the stone wall entry feature and 
incorporate similar features throughout the reserve, especially at other key entry points, 
similar to the success of the Hallam Valley Trail wayfinding and signage. 

Retain all plaques and the stone wall memorial dedicated to the Ash Wednesday 
Bushfires which are located at the reserve. 

 

Events 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

 There are currently two events that take place at Max Pawsey Reserve, 
Melbourne Street Eats and Carols by Twilight. Due to the volume of people 
who attend these events, the ovals, internal pathways, signage and car 
parking need to be able to cope. Currently patrons climb fences to enter 
the oval, or walk long distances to find an entry point, creating bottleneck 
issues. 

A temporary stage also needs to be constructed to host the Carols event 
on the main oval, which is costly for Council to do on an annual basis. 

Incorporate a stage into main oval terracing. 

Replace oval fencing with traditional white picket fencing to improve the visual amenity 
of the space, with multiple entry points on to the ovals to allow safe entry and exit by 
patrons of all abilities during events. 
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Public Art 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

 Max Pawsey Reserve does not currently have any public art, which can 
influence the reserve having an identity and sense of place. 

 

There is an opportunity to enliven Max Pawsey Reserve through Council’s Arts 
Acquisition Policy 2018. 

The Policy states that Public Art in the City of Casey is funded through the Percent for 
Art allocation based on 1% of total capital works budget for Council run infrastructure 
projects, both new and renewal works, over $3 million that can be expended within the 
project envelope or at other agreed upon location with Casey. 

Where works at a development site are staged, an overarching strategic approach at the 
commencement of the project will be undertaken to consider the timing and location of 
artwork across the entire development site. 

 

 

Lighting 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

Raven Crescent car park 
There is only a single incandescent overhead light along the fence line of 
the Tennis court. The current light is partly covered by vegetation.  A light 
reading was taken directly under the existing light with a result of 0 Lux. 

Solar powered lighting has been installed either side of the gravel car park 
which has been assessed as inadequate Lux. 

Lighting levels were measured with the following results:  

o Directly under each light pole – 9 Lux  

o 5 metres away from light pole – 0 Lux 

A complete review of existing lighting be conducted to identify all areas of concealment 
through poorly positioned or insufficient lighting and a lighting plan be prepared. 

Lighting design to support the recommended CCTV coverage of the area. 

Lighting to be of appropriate quality, quantity and luminosity level to allow clear 
identification of persons and hazards (at least 20 lux).  

Lighting to align with Australian Lighting Standard AS/NZS 1158 relevant to crime 
reduction.   

All current lighting to be regularly maintained. 

Vegetation to be trimmed to improve natural surveillance and improve lighting efficiency.  

Install lighting along pedestrian access that links Magid Drive and Fountain Drive. 

Future shared paths to have adequate lighting and vegetation clearance to achieve 
natural surveillance. 

Fountain Drive car park 

Lighting around the perimeter of the AFL/Cricket pavilion was assessed 
as appropriate however lighting at the rear of Scout Hall and the rear of 
the storage/scoring facility is poor. 

 

Magid Drive car park 

The lighting in the vicinity of the central pedestrian access that links Magid 
Drive with Fountain Drive and Bowls Club car park is insufficient. 

This path has 3 incandescent lights. A light reading of 9 Lux was obtained 
when standing directly under each light pole, however most sections of 
the path recorded a reading 0 Lux. 

Pedestrian Links 

The pedestrian access that links Magid and Fountain Drives has no 
lighting. 
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Safety 

 

Existing Condition 

 

Opportunities 

CCTV The reserve has 6 CCTV cameras which cover the main pavilion to 
monitor anti-social behaviour and criminal activity. Storage of CCTV 
footage is kept on site and live monitoring is available to the club 
presidents.  

An upgrade of CCTV throughout Max Pawsey Reserve to maximise coverage be 
considered.  

Upgrade to provide additional cameras around the reserve’s buildings, the Main Pavilion 
car park, the tennis club car park and the overflow car park for Bunjil Place. 

The placement, type and number of cameras should be aligned to the objectives for that 
location.  These objectives as per ‘The National Approach to Closed-Circuit Television, 
March 2012’ are applicable for Max Pawsey Reserve. 

Buildings and Structures 
 
 

Main Football/Cricket Pavilion and Scout Hall with large number of 
concealment opportunities.    
Incidents of antisocial activity in concealed areas around pavilion. 

During any pavilion upgrades/improvements to surrounding buildings, upgrades should 
include CPTED features to minimisation opportunities for concealment. 
 
If budgets allow, remove the large above ground water tank and have the water tank 
installed underground to remove this concealment opportunity. 

Vegetation Some vegetation within reserve restricts natural surveillance which 
reduces sightlines from abutting roadsides. 

The existing trees will be assessed on an individual basis to ensure surveillance and 
shade opportunities and maximised, whilst maintaining the health of the trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXAMPLES

LEGEND
1. Public deck wIth picnic shelters, seating and outdoor meeting spaces

2. New shared path connections

3. Wetlands to clean storm water runo�, provide habitat for bird and aquatic life and 

mitigate water logging issues

4. Ramp access

5. Formalised carpark

6. New tennis pavillion with parking including accessible bays at the entry area

7. New path access from bus stop

8. New paved surrounds and seating for tennis courts

9. New hit up / practice wall / hot shots court

10. Terracce seating for spectator view

11. High �ow drainage weir

12. Relocated cricket practice nets

13. Low �ow creek bypass to wetland

14. High �ow bypass swale

15. Constructed maintenance vehicle crossing

16. Modi�ed spectators terracce seating

17. New amenities to include toilets/change, scorers and store

18. ‘Events’ stage

19. New bridge crossings

20. Reconstructed natural creek

21. Explore opportunities for new district level multi-purpose pavilion 

       (AFL/Cricket/Scouts)

22. New community lawn area

23. Formalised carpark with increased parking numbers 

24. Recreational basketball and netball court

25. Outdoor �tness eqipment

26. Junior pump track for scooters, bikes and skating

27. Path access from the street

28. New playground with picnic shelter, seating, bbq, and multi age play equipment 

29. Explore opportunities for new local level skate park

30. Formalised parking  

31. Bowling club with new roof

32. Recon�gured parking with increased numbers

33. New electronic scoreboard

34. Bridge access and terrace seating for specatorts

35. Gateway art piece on Patrick N/E Drive

36. Future signalised or treshold pedestrian crossing

37. Upgrade of existing footpath

37. Garden bed along boundary fence with low-lying grasses

38. Raised deck terrace with shade and seating for spectators

39. Goal netting

40. Existing Scout Hall

 Magid Drive connection

 Short loop trail 1km

 Long loop trail 1.5km
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MAX PAWSEY RESERVE MASTERPLAN
January 2020

Naturalised creek

Loop trails, signage & lighting

Increased seating  options

Outdoor gym and basketball court

Boardwalks

District level playground

Proposals are indicative only and are subject to detail design,

service  authorities approvals and budget. 

Artist impression
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11. Implementation and Cost Plan 

An implementation plan has been developed to outline proposed project priority order, staging, possible timelines for delivery and funding sources, over a 20-
year period. The stream in which the required budget would be sought is to be determined and could consist of the following avenues:  

· Capital investment (rates, loans, reserves)  

· Grant contribution  

· Minor Capital Works  

· Private partnerships  

 

The priorities are based on the following: 

Short Term 0 – 5 years 

Medium Term 6 – 10 years 

Long Term 11 – 20 years 

 

 

Project Cost Estimate Timing 

AFL/Cricket/Scouts 

Main oval improvement works including white picket fencing $ 300,000 Short 

New dual-purpose building to include toilets/change, scores and store $ 455,000* Short 

Cricket practice nets $ 50,000* Short 

New electronic scoreboard $ 50,000* Short 

Modified spectator terrace seating to include timber over seating $ 20,000 Short 

Explore opportunities for a dual-purpose major facility incorporating sporting pavilion, community room, scout 
hall and public toilets with external access from the community lawn 

$ 4,560,000 Medium 

Tennis 

New tennis pavilion with associated parking including accessible bays at entry area $ 1,261,000* Short 

New tennis hit-up / practice wall $ 75,000 Short 
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Lawn Bowls 

New roof over both greens $ 1,440,000* Short 

Lawn Bowls Pavilion Renewal $ 694,900* Short 

Wetland/WSUD Features 

Public deck with seating and outdoor meeting spaces $ 1,080,000 Short 

Wetlands to clean stormwater runoff, provide habitat for bird and aquatic life and mitigate water logging $ 2,500,000* Short 

Reconstructed natural creek including vegetation and rockwork $ 1,314,000 Long 

Outdoor shelters to public deck $ 54,000 Short 

Bridge access and terrace seating for spectators $ 105,000 Short 

Connectivity 

New shared path connections and paved hardstands around buildings $ 1,100,000 Short 

Misc. including handrails, tactiles, signage etc. $ 100,000 Short 

Terrace seating for spectator viewing $ 50,000 Short 

New bridge crossings $ 450,000 Short 

Pedestrian links project (Magid Drive) $250,000* Short 

Play and Fitness Spaces 

New community lawn area $ 40,000 Short 

Multi-court $ 100,000 Long 

Outdoor gym $ 70,000 Long 

Junior pump track for scooters, bikes and skating $ 150,000 Medium 

New playground with picnic shelter, seating, BBQ and multi age group play equipment $ 300,000 

($187,600*) 

Short 

Explore opportunities for a new local level skate park $ 250,000* Medium 

Carparking 

Formalised car park along Princes Highway $ 424,000* Short 

New formalised carpark with increased numbers along Fountain Drive $ 300,000 Short 

New reconfigured parking with increased numbers and WSUD drainage along Magid Drive $ 160,000 Long 
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Seating 

Bench seating $ 32,000 Short - Medium 

Custom seating $ 25,000 Short - Medium 

Shade 

Vegetation including new tree planting $ 150,000 Short - Medium 

Events 

Stage $ 25,000 Short 

Public Art 

Gateway art piece on Patrick N/E drive $ 100,000 Medium 

Safety 

Pedestrian lighting $ 80,000 Short – Medium 

Lighting Improvement Program $53,080* Short - Medium 

Total Cost 

(Including 10% contingencies) 
$ 19,984,778 

 

*Projects that currently exist within the 10-year Capital Works Program or alternate funding stream (subject to revised costings and approved annual budget). 
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