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When do I need a Septic Tank System? 
 

Within the City of Casey there are a number of unsewered rural, residential and commercial areas.  
 
When considering the purchase of a block of land within the City Of Casey you should contact South 
East Water on phone (13 1694) to find out whether sewer is available. 
 
It is the responsibility of the property owner to find out whether sewer is available, and the City Of Casey 
will not permit the installation of a septic tank system on a property where sewer is available. 
In areas where there is no reticulated sewer, household wastewater must be disposed of via a septic 
tank system.                                                   

 
How does a Septic Tank System Work? 
 
Septic tank systems consist of three distinct components: 
 
 Inlet drains which transfer wastewater from your house to the septic tank. 
 The wastewater is treated by bacterial action within the septic tank, and solids are removed from 

the waste. 
 Disposal system to dispose of liquid waste from the septic tank within your property, usually via sub-

soil absorption or surface/sub surface irrigation. Buildings, vehicles or livestock cannot impede on 
this disposal area. 

 

What type of Septic Tank Systems are available? 
 
Council will only allow the installation of septic tank systems that have been approved for use by the 
Environment Protection Authority. 
 
The three most common septic systems available are:  
 
All-waste Septic Tank and absorption trenches 
 
 All household wastewater discharges to a 3200L septic tank and is then disposed of on your 

property via sub-soil absorption trenches. For a standard house the size of absorption trench 
required is usually 120m in length x 450-600mm wide x 400-450mm deep. This type of system 
requires significant areas of land for absorption, and the absorption area must be kept clear of 
buildings, vehicles and livestock. Pumping of wastewater to the tranches may be required. 

 
Mechanical Treatment Plant and absorption trenches 
 
 Household wastewater is treated to a higher standard than a septic tank in a mechanical treatment 

plant and then disposed of on your property via sub-soil absorption trenches as described above. 
This system reduces the length of absorption trench required (by as much as 50%) however the 
treatment plant requires constant power supply and regular maintenance by an approved 
contractor.  



 

 
Mechanical Treatment Plant and absorption trenches 
 
 Household wastewater is treated to a higher standard than a septic tank in a mechanical treatment 

plant and disposed of on your property via irrigation lines with drippers installed to disperse effluent 
for use by plants.  There are strict controls on the layout and operation of irrigation systems, and a 
copy of the EPA requirements for surface irrigation can be obtained by contacting Council’s 
Environmental Team on (03) 9705 5200.  The irrigation area required will be between 200-400 sq. 
metres depending on soil absorption rates, and this area must be kept clear of buildings, vehicles 
and livestock. Effluent can be dispersed via drippers or sub surface irrigation which has the same 
controls as surface irrigation except that the irrigation lines are laid 100mm beneath the ground. 

 
All new septic tank systems within the City of Casey must retain wastewater within the 
boundaries of the property and cannot discharge treated wastes off-site. 
 
What type of Septic Tank system is best for my property? 
 
When deciding on your septic tank system you must consider the type of disposal system and the 
disposal area required. The disposal area required will be dependent on the characteristics of your 
property.  During the approvals process, Council will make an assessment of the site and disposal area 
required based on local knowledge, however you can also have an assessment conducted by an 
independent soil consultant. 
 
When locating the disposal area you should consider the location of any future buildings, driveways, 
swimming pools etc. Remember that the disposal area must be kept separate from buildings, vehicles 
and livestock. 
 
There are certain factors you must consider when deciding on a septic tank systems: 
 
 Soil type: Sandy Loamy or Loamy soil types are best suited for absorption with clayey and sandy 

soils least suited for absorption. 
 Fall of Land: This will determine whether pumping of effluent from the septic tank to the disposal 

system will be required. On properties where the slope is greater then I metre fall for every 5 
metres of distance absorption trenches are not recommended.  

 Depth to Water Table: If the depth to water table is less than 1.2m then a treatment plant may be 
required to further treat effluent prior to disposal system. 

 Type of Waste Fixtures to be connected: Spa baths with a capacity of 200L or more should not be 
connected to your main septic tank and will require a separate treatment tank. Garbage disposal 
units are not recommended for septic tanks, and if connected will increase the disposal area 
required by around 50%. 

 Size of Allotment: If there is limited disposal area available then a treatment plant may be required 
to reduce the disposal area. 

 
Once you have decided on your septic tank system, you should obtain a least three quotes from 
experienced drainage contractors. They can also advise you on the design and location of your septic 
system. 



 

 

How do I apply to install a Septic Tank System? 
 
After deciding on a septic system you must then apply to Council to obtain a Permit to Install. No works 
may commence on the septic tank system until this permit is obtained. To apply for a permit the property 
owner or their authorised agent (plumber, building contractor etc.) must complete the attached 
application form and return it to Council along with the following 
 
 Application fee 
 Three copies of plan of proposed system 
 Soil percolation test  
 
After receiving your permit application, an Environmental Health Officer from Council then conducts a 
site inspection to assess your proposed septic tank system. If further information or alterations to your 
proposed septic tank system are required we will contact the applicant. 
 
Once the application has been assessed and approved Council will issue a Permit to install for your 
septic tank system. 
 

Who Inspects my Septic Tank System? 
 
An Environmental Health Officer from Council will inspect your septic tank system at specified stages 
during installation. These inspections are to ensure that the system has been installed correctly and 
complies with the Septic Tank Code of Practice.  Council does not inspect sub-floor or internal plumbing 
works but does require a Certificate of Compliance from your plumber to ensure that all works comply 
with the plumbing regulations and the relevant Australian Standards.  
 

When can I use my Septic Tank System? 
 
Before using your septic tank system you must obtain a Permit to Use the system from Council. This will 
be issued once all installation works have been inspected and approved and the Certificate of 
Compliance has been received from your plumber. 
 

How do I maintain my Septic Tank System? 
 
Your septic tank system is a natural biological process and requires on-going maintenance to ensure 
that it functions correctly: 
 
 Disinfectants, detergents and anti-bacterial agents can effect the bacterial action of your septic 

tank and should be kept to a minimum. Dishwashers are not recommended for septic systems. 
 Non-biodegradable solids should not be introduced to your septic tank system, particularly sanitary 

napkins and disposable nappies.  
 As the bacterial action with your specific tank progress, bacterial sludge builds up and must be 

removed to avoid blockages within your septic tank or disposal system. Your septic tank should be 
checked annually to assess the sludge level and pumped out by a septic tank cleaning contractor 
every three years. 



 

 Food scraps should be prevented form entering the system by using a sink strainer, and waste 
cooking oil/fats must not be poured into the septic system. 

 Care must be taken when planting trees and shrubs on disposal areas. Attached is a list of plants 
recommended for planting over disposal areas. 

 Mechanical treatment plants must be serviced regularly by an approved contractor. 
 Effluent pumps and mechanical treatment plants require constant power supply and power should 

not be turned off at any time. 
 Mechanical treatment plants used for surface irrigation require regular sampling and analysis of the 

effluent. 
 If your septic tank is no longer required it must have the contents pumped out, a hole knocked in 

the bottom to prevent it holding water and the empty tank filled with clean soil. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the installation or maintenance of your septic tank system, please 
call the City of Casey Environmental Health Team on (03) 9705 5200. 
 


