
 

 

 
 
 

Swimming Pool and Spa Barrier Inspection & 
Compliance 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Do my safety barriers have to be inspected? 
 
Yes, Swimming pool or spa safety barriers will be required to be inspected and 
certified by a registered building surveyor or building inspector as compliant with the 
relevant construction standard and issued with a Certificate of Compliance.  
 
Who can inspect my safety barriers? 
 
Any building surveyor or building inspector who is registered with the Victorian 
Building Authority is able to inspect and certify your safety barriers. You can also 
check if a building practitioner or company is registered using the VBA’s Find a 
Practitioner Directory https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/tools/find-practitioner 
 
Will council inspect my safety barriers?  
 
No, generally Council’s role will be to administer the Regulations and ensure pool 
owners met their statutory obligations. 
Council may have need to inspect your property in the following instances –  

 The inspector has issued a certificate of non-compliance to Council advising 
that a swimming pool or spa is not surrounded by a barrier, or the barrier is of 
poor quality requiring immediate intervention to safeguard the occupants of the 
property and /or the public.  

 The inspector has issued a certificate of non-compliance to Council due to the 
owner has not carrying out identified upgrade works under a written direction 
provided by the Inspector within the given timeframe. 

 The owner has advised the pool/spa has been removed or decommissioned. 
 
What happens once the barriers have been certified? 
 
If the inspector is satisfied that the safety barrier is compliant with the applicable barrier 
standard, they will issue a Certificate of Compliance and provide a copy to the owner. 
The owner must then provide a copy of the Certificate of Compliance to Council by 
the nominated due date. Council will then record the certificate details on the register. 
 
What happens if my barriers don’t comply? 
 
Following an inspection in which the inspector determines a barrier is non-compliant, 
the inspector may: 
 
 



 

1. Where the defects are minor, the inspector will provide a written direction to fix 
the identified non-compliant matters by a given date and will also confirm a re-
inspection date. If the barrier remains non-compliant following the next 
inspection, the inspector must issue a Certificate of non-Compliance, or 
 

2. Where the nature of the non-compliance is considered high risk including is 
not being surrounded by a barrier, or the barrier is of poor quality requiring 
immediate intervention to safeguard the occupants of the property and /or the 
public, the inspector must issue a Certificate of non-Compliance . 

 
What happens if a Certificate of non-Compliance is issued.? 
 
The inspector must lodge a copy of the Certificate of non-Compliance as soon as 
practicable with the relevant Council and the property owner. 
 
The Regulations require the relevant Council to then give notice in writing to the 
property owner of receipt of the Certificate of non-Compliance and advise of 
payment of the required lodgement fee. (currently $385) which must be paid within 
28 days. 
 
Non-payment of this fee may also attract penalties. (currently up to $1652). 
 
What does Council do once it receives a Certificate of non-Compliance 
 
Once Council receives a Certificate of non-Compliance, Council will then be required 
utilise available enforcement powers under the Building Act 1993 and Building 
Regulations 2018 to address the non-compliance.  
 
This may include serving a formal written direction requiring works to be carried out to 
achieve compliance with the applicable barrier standard within a given timeframe. 
Failure to comply with required direction may result in Penalty Notices being issued 
with fines of (currently $330), or possible commencement of legal proceedings which 
may attract penalties (currently up to $82,610) in the case of a natural person, 
(currently up to $413,050) in the case of a corporation. 
 
What happens if I don’t have my barriers inspected? 
 
It is an offence to fail to provide a Certificate of pool and spa barrier Compliance by 
the prescribed time or to fail to comply with an order or direction from Council and may 
result in fines or prosecution attracting penalties of up to (currently $1652). 
 
How much will the inspections and Certificate of Compliance cost? 
 
The Regulations do not set a standard fee for this service. The cost of the inspection 
and issue of the Certificate is at the discretion of the individual inspector and may vary 
depending on your circumstances. It is advisable get several quotes from companies 
for this matter. 
 
 
 
 



 

Are further inspections and Certificates of Compliance required in the future? 
 
Yes, a new certificate compliance is to be obtained and submitted to Council every 4 
years after the date the previous Certificate was lodged with Council. 
 
Council recently inspect my safety barriers. Do I have to have them reinspected 
again?  
 
Yes, whilst Council may have had cause to recently inspect your safety barrier to 
ensure a reasonable level of life safety has been provided, the Regulations require all 
swimming pool or spa safety barriers to be reinspected and provided with a Certificate 
of Compliance. 
 
Can I remove or decommission my pool or spa?  
 
Yes, should you wish to remove or decommission you pool or spa in the future post 
registration you can also find out further information on Council’s website  
https://www.casey.vic.gov.au/safety-laws-pool-spa-owners 
 
Council will then update its register accordingly and provide you written confirmation 
of its removal from the register and confirm it is no longer subject to compliance with 
the Regulations. 
 
What do I need to do if I wish to remove or decommission my pool? 
 
Generally above ground / relocatable pools and spas should be fully dismantled and 
removed from site. As a minimum, they should be punctured at regular intervals to 
prevent it from being capable of containing more than 300mm of water. Further details 
for the removal or decommissioning of inground pools can be obtained by contacting 
Council upon request. 
 
Where else can I find more information about inspection and barrier 
compliance requirements? 

 
A self-assessment checklist for each standard is available from the Victorian Building 
Authorities website  

https://www.vba.vic.gov.au/consumers/swimming-pools/pool-safety-barriers 

 

Copies of the Building Regulations 2018 are available to download from:  
 
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/LTObject_Store/ltobjst1
0.nsf/DDE300B846EED9C7CA257616000A3571/E5660EA56F0C3DCDCA2584C50
0748987/$FILE/18-38sra008%20authorised.pdf 

 


