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5460 MANUKA ROAD, BERWICK (HO49)

1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Purpose
I, Dr Christina Dyson, of Context, 22 Merri Street, Brunswick, have prepared this Statement of
Evidence for the City of Casey (‘Council’) in relation to Clover Cottage & Garden at 54–60
Manuka Road, Berwick.
‘Clover Cottage’, 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick, is included in the Heritage Overlay of the
Casey Planning Scheme, under Clause 43.01, as an individually significant place (HO49).

1.2 Aim of this report
The aim of this report is to offer an independent and expert opinion on:


Council’s recommendation to substantially increase the curtilage for HO49 so that it
adequately captures the elements of the place that are significant.

The report has two additional specific aims:



to clarify the significance of the mid-twentieth century garden designed by noted landscape
consultant John Stevens in the mid-1950s, augmenting existing work with further research
and design analysis.
to clarify the significance of the camellias extant throughout the site, with the assistance of
a camellia specialist.

The report is informed by my experience and expertise in Australia’s horticultural and
landscape design heritage, as well as by an understanding of best practice in cultural heritage
management.

1.3 Instructions
This report has been prepared in accordance with the following instructions from the City of
Casey:
To review the heritage related material as pertaining to HO49, 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick,
namely:





the existing HO boundary and the changes to the HO recommended.
the report titled ‘5460 and 6270 Manuka Road, Berwick  The Minard Villa and Clover
Cottage (and Garden): Historical Cultural Heritage Assessment – Implications for
Development’, prepared for Bosco Jonson Pty Ltd and KLM Spatial by Andrew Long +
Associates (18 July 2016).
the objection to Planning Scheme Amendment C231 (25 September 2017).

To undertake this review in the context of the report titled ‘Review of HO49 & HO50 Manuka
Road, Berwick’, prepared for City of Casey by Context (18 May 2017).
To undertake additional research where required, with the objective of addressing limitations
and recommendations for further research included in earlier reports.
To make recommendations for moving forward.

1.4 Methodology and limitations
This report builds on research and heritage assessments contained in previous studies of
Clover Cottage and Garden by Context, namely:


1993: Heritage of the City of Berwick, prepared by Context Pty Ltd for the (former) City of
Berwick
1
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2004: Heritage Impact Assessment: Clover Cottage & Garden, 5460 Manuka Road,
Berwick, prepared by Context Pty Ltd on behalf of Council in response to a development
proposal (subdivision), July 2004
2017: Review of HO49 and HO50, Manuka Road, Berwick by Context Pty Ltd for City of
Casey, 18 May 2017

Both the 2004 and 2017 Context reports built on the work contained in the preceding reports,
by adding new research.
The 2004 report incorporated significant new evidence gained from:





interview with landscape consultant John Stevens (with Karen Olsen of Context, 30 June
2004);
conversation with John Chipperfield (with Katrina Dernelley of Context, 29 June 2004,
and with Karen Olsen, 21 July 2004);
site inspection (including site photographs);
recent secondary sources — The Oxford Companion to Australian Gardens edited by Richard
Aitken and Michael Looker (2002), entry by Professor Philip Goad on John Stevens. The
report confirmed the involvement of Stevens in the design of the garden.

The 2017 report incorporated new evidence from a ‘limited amount of additional research
undertaken [that was] reliant on desktop and online resources’, all of which were listed as
references. (Context 2017, iv)
All three previous reports acknowledge, in different ways, limitations on research:



1993: The conservation guidelines recommended promotion of ‘further research on the
fabric of buildings to identify sections associated with the original building or other
important stages of development’ (Context 1993, 361)
2004: The 2004 report noted that ‘further research may add or clarify the extent of
significance of Clover Cottage and Garden, especially in terms of:
 the significance of the John Stevens’ design for the Tuckfield garden and how much of
the John Stevens design is extant (e.g. achieved by a comprehensive design analysis
and plant survey, combined with further historical research);
 the significance of Tuckfield and his camellia specimens, and why his garden was
considered “famous”; and
 how many of Tuckfield’s camellias are extant (achievable by botanic survey of
camellias, and further historical research and interviews).’ (Context 2004, 8)
The 2004 report also noted that ‘The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) was unable to
be contacted to confirm registration details.’ (Context 2004, 1)



The 2017 report acknowledged that ‘Very little additional historical research was able to be
undertaken as part of this report due to time and budget constraints.’ The report
recommends ‘further research be undertaken to prepare comprehensive locality histories
to support the place histories for HO49 and HO50, and that detailed research into the
history and development of each place be undertaken in the future.’ (Context 2017, iv)
No photographs were taken of the site in 2017, consistent with the owners’ request
(HERMES records, Hermes No. 62913).

The limitations and recommendations contained in the three previous reports have informed
the methodology for this Statement of Evidence, for which there has been substantial new
research, on:
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the John Stevens’ design for the Tuckfield garden
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Tuckfield’s camellias
Tuckfield’s camellia research activities
the role of the Tuckfield garden in the community and in the activities of the Australian
Camellia Research Society
the evolution of the gardens over time.

New research has utilised primary and secondary sources.
Investigation and assessment of part of the camellia collection was undertaken by camellia
specialist Ms Jenny Happell.
It was not possible to definitively estimate the significance of the camellia collection because of
the time of year the camellias were inspected by Ms Happell. Early November, when Ms
Happell visited, is very late in the flowering season. Only a handful of plants had a couple of
late-season flowers. The maturity of the camellia plants appeared consistent with the age that
the plants would need to be to have been planted during the Tuckfield era, c.1955–73.
Site access

A site inspection was undertaken by Dr Christina Dyson on Thursday, 1 March 2018.
Ms Happell visited the study area on 8 November 2017 and was permitted to inspect the
camellia plants on part of the site only; namely the area southeast of the cottage where there is
a dense collection of camellias and remnants of paths and the former shadehouse. Ms Happell
was not permitted to look at camellias elsewhere on the property.
Other resources (limitations)

No records of relevance to the study area were found in the ‘Collection of landscape design
drawings by John Stevens’ held at the State Library of Victoria (SLV) (LTAD 135). The
librarians at the SLV assisted in the search for drawings and planting plans for the John
Stevens’ garden at the study area. The SLV Collection comprises 12 uncatalogued drawers, of
works dating from 1950. In response to our request to review the contents, the librarians
expressed a preference to conduct the search on our behalf, rather than transporting all twelve
drawers from the SLV’s off-site store to Melbourne. Using key words ‘Manuka Road’,
‘Berwick’, ‘Clover Cottage’, ‘Tuckfield’, their search did not yield any drawings or planting
plans by Stevens for the Tuckfield garden under consideration.
There were no records of relevance to the study area listed in the Grace Fraser papers (SLV
MS 15188). Landscape designer Grace Fraser (1921–2010) worked with Stevens at his St Kilda
Road private practice from 1959–64, around the time Stevens prepared the garden design for
Tuckfield. The Fraser collection was checked because it includes other specifications and
planting plans produced by Stevens’ practice.

1.5 This report
This report has been prepared by myself, Dr Christina Dyson, Senior Heritage Consultant, of
Context.
The report incorporates specialist input from one of Victoria’s leading camellia experts, Jenny
Happell OAM. Ms Happell was recommended to Context for this project by Chris Cole,
Director of Melbourne Gardens, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria.
The additional research and analysis of evidence undertaken in preparation of this report, the
expertise of the camellia specialist, and input from representatives of a wider community of
camellia interest groups, have greatly advanced understanding of the place, its history, and
significance. These people are acknowledged in section 2.3 Acknowledgements, above.
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1.6 The study area: Clover Cottage & Garden, 54–60 Manuka
Road, Berwick

Figure 1.1 The study area, 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick (HO49). (Source: Nearmap,
EPSG3857_Date20171130_Lat-38.033017_Lon145.367642_Mpp0.299, 2017)
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2.0 REFERENCES & ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
2.1 Best practice principles and guidelines
The place assessment and the report was prepared in keeping with the guidance provided in
the VPP Practice Note No. 1 Applying the Heritage Overlay (January 2018), and The Burra Charter:
The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (2013) and its associated
Practice Notes (2013).

2.2 Sources
My report draws on the following sources:
Archival, primary and secondary sources

Aitken, Richard, and Looker, Michael, eds, The Oxford Companion to Australian Gardens, Oxford
University Press, Melbourne, in association with the Australian Garden History Society, 2002
Age, Melbourne, as cited
Andrew Long + Associates, 54–60 and 62–70 Manuka Road, Berwick — The Minard Villa and
Clover Cottage (and Garden): Historical Cultural Heritage Assessment – Implications for
Development, July 2016
Argus, Melbourne, as cited
Australian and New Zealand Camellia Research Society (ANZCRS), Camellia Annual, Ure
Smith, Sydney, December 1957
Australian Camellia Research Society (ACRS) (Victorian Branch), Victorian Newsletter, North
Melbourne, Vic., c.1962–1970 (various, as cited)
Beaumont, Norman E. (Norman Edward), Early days of Berwick, 2nd ed., Berwick and District
Agricultural and Horticultural Society, Berwick, 1959
Calabretta, Mark & Ridge, Cheryl, 2013 'Tuckfield's birds and other cards: types, variants,
chronology, exchange tokens, albums and miscellany' (unpublished article), 111pp
http://members.iinet.net.au/~mcalabre@netspace.net.au/ (Accessed 2/05/2017)
Camellia Lodge Nursery, Camellias and Azaleas: History, culture, catalogue, Camellia Lodge
Nursery, Noble Park, Vic., 1961/1966/1967/1968
Camellias Victoria, Early History of Camellias in Australia and Victoria, 2016 (online
https://www.camelliasvic.org.au/history/, Date accessed 27 Jan 2018
Casey-Cardinia Library, Local History Collection
City of Casey Planning Scheme, Clause 43.01 Heritage Overlay and Heritage Overlay Schedule.
Context, Archive Boxes 179 and 185, Project Ref: 0939
Context, Review of HO49 & HO50: Manuka Road, Berwick, 18 May 2017 (incorporating the
revised Heritage Citation Report for Clover Cottage and Garden, HERMES no. 62913)
Context Pty Ltd, Heritage of the City of Berwick: Identifying & caring for important places,
1993 (prepared for the former City of Berwick)
Context Pty Ltd, Casey Heritage Study, prepared for the City of Casey, 2004
Context Pty Ltd, Heritage Impact Assessment: Clover Cottage & Garden, 54-60 Manuka Road,
Berwick, July 2004 (unpublished report prepared for City of Casey)
DELWP, Applying the Heritage Overlay, Planning Practice Note 1, January 2018
DELWP, Applying the Heritage Overlay, Planning Practice Note 1, 2015
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Gazette, Packenham, as cited
Happell, Jenny, ‘Clover Cottage Camellias’, (unpublished findings of field inspection and
research on the camellias within the shadehouse area of Clover Cottage and Gardens,
Berwick), December 2017
Herald, Melbourne, as cited
HERMES citation for HO124, 4 Central Road, Hampton Park
HERMES citation report for HO49, Clover Cottage and Garden, 54-60 Manuka Road,
Berwick (revised 18 May 2017)
ICOMOS, Xi’an Declaration on the conservation of the setting of heritage structures, sites and areas,
October 2005
Interise Legal, Submission in relation to Casey C231 on behalf of Mr Jinguang Pan, 25
September 2017
International Camellia Register (ICR), online Web Camellia Register
http://camellia.unipv.it/camelliadb2/ date accessed 13 Dec 2017
Jessep, A, and Withers, RM, A brief history of the Australian Camellia Research Society Victorian
Branch (Revised Second Printing), Australian Camellia Research Society Vic Branch, Mount
Waverley, Vic., 2000
May, Leonard, 2017 – Personal Communication, May 2017
Neylon, Annabel, email correspondence to Susan Thompson [Casey], Subject: Planning
Scheme Amendment C231 – Response to Submission (Heritage), 23 October 2017
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (RBGV), ‘Camellia Collection’, online rbg.vic.gov.au, Date
accessed 8 Jan 2018
Smith, Ure 1957, Australian and New Zealand Camellia Research Society: Camellia Annual.
Tuckfields’ Bird Card Album for cards no. 1–96, with notes for birdwatchers, Tuckfield’s Teas,
South Yarra, Vic., 195-?, State Library of Victoria (SLV)
Tuckfields Bird Card Album for cards no. 97–192, including parrots of Australia, Tuckfield’s
Teas, South Yarra, Vic., 195-?, SLV
Tuckfields Bird Card Album for cards no. 193–288, Tuckfields Teas, South Yarra, Vic., 195-?,
SLV
National Trust of Australia (Victoria), NT file B3805
Saniga, Andrew, ‘Tribute: John Stevens Landscape Consultant (1920–2007)’, Australian Garden
History 19(4), 2008, 15
Saniga, Andrew, Making Landscape Architecture in Australia, UNSW Press, Sydney, 2012
Manuscript records, maps and plans

1858, Township of Berwick, M. Callanan, Surveyor, Public Lands Office, Melbourne
1871, Town and suburban lots, Berwick, M. Callanan, Surveyor, Dept of Lands and Survey,
Melbourne, 19 Oct 1871.
1890, Town of Berwick Map B17(5)
Fraser, Grace (1921–2010), Records of Grace Fraser: manuscript, printed, photographs, 1873–
2010 (SLV MS Box 4799)
Stevens, John (19202007), Collection of landscape design drawings by John Stevens (SLV,
LTAD 135)
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Aerial photography

City of Casey
Casey and Cardinia Libraries, Local History Collection
Nearmap, www.nearmap.com.au
Land Victoria, Land Channel, www.land.vic.gov.au
1939 Photo Map, Aerial Survey, Cranbourne B1, B1-859 (Zone 7), land.vic.gov.au

2.3 Acknowledgements
In the preparation of this evidence, the following people also contributed research materials,
knowledge, introductions, explanations, and provided information about the presence of
registered cultivars bred by Tuckfield in other important Australian camellia collections:


Heather Arnold, Casey-Cardina Library, Local History librarian



Kevin Bowden, Camellia Society Adelaide Hills, Stangate Gardens, South Australia
(Garden of Excellence, declared by ICS)



Rosemary Potts, (former member) Garden Council at Eryldene, Gordon, NSW



Stuart Read, Australian Garden History Society



Stephen Utick, Secretary Camellia Ark Australia; Director International Camellia Society
(ICS); Chair, ICS Committee for Historic Camellia Conservation



Helen Wallace, Chair, Garden Council at Eryldene, Gordon, NSW
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3.0 AUTHOR QUALIFICATIONS
3.1 Dr Christina Dyson
Statement of expertise

My area of expertise relevant to this Planning Panel is as a senior cultural heritage practitioner
and historian of historic gardens and cultural landscapes, specialising in twentieth century
gardens. I have wide experience in Australia’s horticultural, garden, urban and built heritage. I
have a particular interest in and aptitude for the assessment and management of historic
designed landscapes and complex cultural landscapes.
My expertise in Australia’s garden and horticultural history has been built from my doctoral
research on mid-twentieth century and post-war Australian plant gardens, eight years as coeditor of Australian Garden History (the quarterly journal of the Australian Garden History
Society) from 2008-15, and numerous garden- and cultural landscape-related heritage projects
undertaken at Context (2006-09, 2015-present), in my own consultancy (2013-15), and at
Godden Mackay Logan Heritage Consultants (2001-06).
My expertise is demonstrated in sole-authored publications, including in the international peerreviewed journal Studies in the History of Gardens and Designed Landscapes (Routledge, 36(1), 2016),
in Australian Garden History (19(5), 2008) and in Studies in Australian Garden History (vol. 3, 2012).
I have also presented talks and research papers on aspects of Australian garden history,
including at the Royal Botanic Gardens Cranbourne (2015), the Lyceum Club, Melbourne
(2015), the Second World Congress of Environmental History, Guimarães, Portugal (2014),
the State Library of Victoria (2014), and for an Australian Garden History Society ‘walk and
talk’ event in Royal Park (2014).
I have undertaken new research and re-assessed the significance of many historic gardens and
landscapes of cultural heritage significance at local and State levels, including: Royal Park,
Parkville (City of Melbourne); Champ Street streetscape (former Pentridge Prison), Coburg
(City of Moreland); Camperdown Botanic Gardens, Camperdown (Corangamite Shire);
Maranoa Gardens, Balwyn (City of Boroondara).
I have a good understanding of the heritage of the City of Casey through previous heritage
assessments and reassessments of significance, most recently for Brechin Gardens, Narre
Warren; the trees at Narre Warren Primary School and the Narre Warren Mechanics’ Institute
& Free Library, Narre Warren; and the Hybrid Oak Tree Row, Princes Highway, Narre
Warren.
I have undertaken many assessments and re-assessments of the cultural heritage significance of
historic gardens and landscapes, public and private gardens, streetscapes, trees, precincts, and
buildings in the Melbourne metropolitan area.
Qualifications and experience

Ph.D. (University of Melbourne); Grad. Dip. (Hort.) (Burnley, University of Melbourne); BA (Hons)
(University of Sydney); M.ICOMOS
I am a garden and cultural landscape historian and heritage practitioner with over 15 years’
experience in research and assessment, garden and cultural landscape conservation, heritage
studies, conservation management plans, and heritage advice, in Australia. My experience
encompasses places with local, State, National, Commonwealth and World heritage values.
I have worked at Context in 2006-09 and from 2015 to the present, and am a senior heritage
consultant of that company. At Context I have worked on numerous conservation
management plans, heritage assessments, municipal heritage studies and reviews, including the
Boroondara Municipal-Wide Heritage Gap Study (current), Moonee Valley Heritage Study
(current), Cardinia Shire Heritage Studies Review, and Darebin Heritage Study. I have
9
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undertaken heritage assessments for individual places and precincts for a number of municipal
councils, including for the cities of Boroondara, Moreland, Melbourne, Moonee Valley, Casey, Yarra,
and Knox, and for Cardinia Shire. My roles in these studies have been multi-faceted and has
ranged from project management, community consultation, fieldwork, and place research to
assessment, conservation policy, and provision of statutory recommendations.
Prior to my current role at Context, through my own consultancy I worked on a range of
heritage advisory and designed landscape assessments and conservation plans, including for
Royal Park, Parkville (City of Melbourne), and Maranoa Gardens, Balwyn (with Richard Aitken
and Lee Andrews, for City of Boroondara).
I re-joined Context in March 2016, after completing my doctorate at the University of
Melbourne (Melbourne School of Design) in 2015, supervised by Dr Andrew Saniga (primary
supervisor) and Dr Peter May. My thesis investigated post-WWII Australian plant gardens and
their connections with national identity.
Before joining in Context in 2006, I worked as a heritage consultant in Sydney with Godden
Mackay Logan. In this role, I was involved in heritage impact assessments, conservation
management plans, and high-level strategic heritage projects.
I appeared as an expert witness on cultural heritage for Precinct 3: Royal Park (Western Portal)
of the East West Link, representing the City of Melbourne, in March 2014.
I am a Director of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria) (2015-present), and a member of
the following Trust expert advisory committees: Building and Estates Committee (Chair, 2015present); Heritage Committee (Deputy Chair, 2015-present); Cultural Collections,
Interpretation and Programming Committee (member 2015-present). I am the Chair of the
Committee of Management for Victoria’s Heritage Restoration Fund (VHRF) (2016-present).
I am an Honorary Life Member of the Australian Garden History Society. From 2008-2015 I
co-edited the AGHS’s quarterly journal Australian Garden History with Richard Aitken.
I am a Full International Member of Australia ICOMOS (since August 2005). I am a member
of the Australian ICOMOS International Scientific Committee for Cultural Landscapes and
Cultural Routes.
I have been a guest lecturer and sessional tutor at the Melbourne School of Design, Faculty of
Architecture Building and Planning at the University of Melbourne in history of landscape
design, landscape heritage, and the Urban and Cultural Heritage Master’s program (Melbourne
School of Design), 2009–2014.

3.2 Camellia specialist: Ms Jenny Happell, OAM, LLB (Melb.)
This report incorporates specialist input from leading camellia expert, Ms Jenny Happell OAM.
Ms Happell was recommended to Context for this project by Chris Cole, Director of
Melbourne Gardens, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria (RBGV), noted above (section 1.5).
Ms Jenny Happell has been a Volunteer Guide at the RBGV Melbourne Gardens, for years 35
years (since 1983). Her long-standing involvement at the RBGV Melbourne Gardens also
includes listing and identification of the camellia species and cultivars in their large Camellia
Collection. In 1996, this RBGV Melbourne Gardens Camellia Collection was named the
Australian National Reference Collection by the Australian Camellia Research Society. In 1991,
Ms Happell was engaged in a voluntary capacity to correct the listing and identification of the
camellia collection in the Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne. The Camellia Collection contains
approximately 920 plants at present, species and cultivars. Initially, Ms Happell was assisted by
three other camellia specialists: Thomas Savige OAM (1913–1999), camellia expert, whose long
involvement in national and international camellia organisations culminated in his presidency
of the International Camellia Society (1977–82); Robert Withers OAM, breeder of, and
internationally known authority on camellias; and Erica McMinn, co-owner of Camellia Lodge
Nursery for nearly fifty years (with husband Neville McMinn), and possessed of a remarkable
10
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knowledge of these plants. The McMinns at Camellia Lodge bred several notable camellias.
This work is continuing.
Ms Happell has also developed several ‘Camellia Walks’ in the Melbourne Gardens (RBGV)
This work lead to the publication Camellias in the Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne (1995) by
Jenny Happell.
Before her work in Melbourne, Ms Happell was a Volunteer Guide at the Geelong Botanic
Gardens (in the 1980’s), and she was responsible for training the first Voluntary Guides at
these Gardens in 1985. She is a Life Member of the Geelong Botanic Gardens.
In 19962001, she was a Selector for the Australian Open Garden Scheme. In 1996, she was
employed to identify and list the trees at Metropolitan Golf Club (South Oakleigh) in 1996.
She was engaged in a voluntary capacity to identify and list the trees at the Royal Melbourne
Golf Club in 2008.
Ms Happell has contributed articles to:




Journal of Australian Camellias: Autumn 2015 p.18; Spring-Summer 2016 p.18; Autumn 2016
p.18. The same journal includes an article recognising Ms Happell’s OAM award (Autumn
2017 p.5)
International Journal of Camellias, 2015 p.29
Botanic News (a journal produced by the Friends of the Botanic Gardens), ‘The Camellia
Collection in the Botanic Gardens Victoria’, Winter edition, 2017, p.16.

Ms Jenny Happell OAM is a Member of the International Dendrology Society (since 2001).
She was awarded an OAM for her services to horticulture in 2017.
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4.0 BACKGROUND
4.1 Heritage assessments and studies relating to 5460 Manuka
Road, Berwick, Clover Cottage & Garden
This section discusses previous heritage assessments of Clover Cottage and Gardens. It is
intended to provide a context for the current Planning Scheme Amendment C231.
Section 4.1.5 is a detailed response to the Andrew Long + Associates report (dated July 2016),
prepared to address paragraph 20 of the submission received in response to Planning Scheme
Amendment C231.
4.1.1 National Trust of Australia (Victoria), 1971–77

Clover Cottage and Garden is not Registered by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria).
The National Trust of Australia (Victoria) maintains a file on Clover Cottage and Garden. The
date span of its contents is 1971–77.
The property was first brought to the attention of the National Trust in 1975 (by a Mrs Patricia
Wilkinson, of Yarralumla (ACT)), two years after Tuckfield’s death in 1973. Dated August
1975, Wilkinson’s letter alerting the organisation to the Tuckfield property and garden, arrived
the same year the property was auctioned. (Source: National Trust file B3805)
The Trust concluded that the garden was ‘undoubtedly a fine one’, noting in particular the
camellia collection (throughout the garden and in the shadehouse), the Bur Oak, and the
character of the garden created by large flowing lawns and shrubs beds with mature specimen
trees set in lawns. The house was of no real interest to the Trust. In relation to the garden,
however, the Trust also noted that at that time, in 1977, it was difficult to assess the garden in
view of its recent age. (Memo from Chairman of Council [Rodney Davidson] to Chairman,
Landscape Committee [Dewar Goode] dated 14 Nov 1975; NTA(V) Memorandum, 26 Jan
1977, NT file B3805.)
Established as a garden from c.1955, incorporating existing mature trees, the garden had been
created by the Tuckfields 22 years prior to the Trust’s assessment; a timespan the Trust’s
Chairman (Rodney Davidson) and Landscape Project Officer (Peter Watts) considered
inadequate to form a perspective on its merits or relative values.
As a result, the property was not classified by the Trust at this time. The Trust maintains a file
on the property.
4.1.2 Heritage of the City of Berwick, 1993

Heritage of the City of Berwick: Identifying & caring for important places, also titled the City of
Berwick Heritage Conservation Study, was produced by Context Pty Ltd in 1993 for the (former)
City of Berwick (from heron in, ‘the 1993 Study’). The 1993 Study was developed from the
community perceptions and recommendations regarding cultural and social values contained in
the City of Berwick Conservation Strategy of December 1991.
In the 1993 Study, the garden at Clover Cottage, 54 Manuka Road, Berwick, is recognised as an
important part of the significance of the property, and is described as follows:
‘Clover Cottage, 54 Manuka Road, Berwick: camellia garden established by Tuckfields, contains fine
specimen trees dating from earlier owners. Garden redesigned by John Stephens [sic] in early 1960s. Current
owner has added a number of elements including fine Victorian fountains.’ (Context 1993, page 140141)
In the 1993 Study, the Significance of the place is articulated as follows:
Clover Cottage, built c1900, with new buildings and garden features added in the 1980s has regional
significance as the 8 acre property where Fred Tuckfield, Tiny Tips Tea magnate, created his extensive
landscaped gardens and bird sanctuary between 1955 and 1975. Designed by John Stevens, notable modern
13
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landscape garden designer, these gardens were planted with camellias and other exotic species, and feature
native gardens running down to Cardinia Creek. Tuckfield promoted innovative garden techniques such as a
trickle watering system and the banning of chemical sprays. The property’s extensive landscape gardens
demonstrate different phases of development over the many years, and provide evidence of the interests and
tastes of past and present owners. (Citation for Clover Cottage & Garden, Context 1993, pp.
359361)
Part of the Heritage of the City of Berwick is a series of basemaps, also prepared by Context
Pty Ltd in 1993. In this part of the 1993 Study, Clover Cottage & Garden carries the inventory
number 191, and is shown on Basemap 1312.

Figure 4.1 Detail of Basemap 13-12 (dated May 1993), showing the study area identified as
place No. 191. The circled inventory number indicates a place of State, Regional, or High
local significance. The shaded area indicates ‘contributory plantings’. The area of
significance covers almost the entire western half of the property (Context 1993, Basemaps)

Note: the ranking of Regional significance is intended to indicate a threshold for significance
between the local and State levels. The ranking of regional significance is still used on occasion
as relevant, in statements of significance on the Register of the National Trust of Australia
(Victoria) for example. There are no separate statutory controls for ranking at the regional
level. Instead local planning provisions apply.
4.1.3 City of Casey Planning Scheme

5460 Manuka Road, Berwick ‘Clover Cottage’ is included in the Heritage Overlay of the
Casey Planning Scheme (HO49). According to the Map (Map 9HO), only the dwelling is
included within the HO. There are specific Tree Controls and External Paint Controls.
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Figure 4.2 Casey Planning Scheme Map (9HO) for the subject property, HO49, before
Casey Planning Scheme Amendment C231 of May 2017.

The Statement of Significance for the place was prepared in 2004, as part of the City of Casey
Heritage Study 2004 (prepared by Context Pty Ltd), using the 1993 Heritage of the City of
Berwick study as a key reference document. Updates to the Statement of Significance at this
time seem to have included reformatting into the ‘What is significant?’, ‘How is it significant?’
and ‘Why is it significant?’ format, and inclusion of the Australian Heritage Commission
criteria for assessing significance (accepted criteria at this time). (Casey Heritage Study 2004,
Citation HPD No. 63)
The ‘What is significant?’ section in the Citation clearly indicated both the Cottage and the
landscaped garden created by John Stevens in c.1955:
What is significant?
“Clover Cottage”, comprising the house constructed in c.1900 and the landscaped garden designed by John
Stevens and created between 195575, at 5450 [sic] Manuka Road, Berwick.
4.1.4 Heritage Impact Assessment, Clover Cottage & Garden, 54-60
Manuka Road, Berwick, prepared by Context Pty Ltd, July 2004

A heritage impact assessment was prepared by Context Pty Ltd in 2004 for the City of Casey,
to provide advice to Council about the impact of a proposed subdivision of the property
known as Clover Cottage & Garden.
The subdivision proposal was to divide the property into two lots: one lot (1ha) would
comprise the restaurant and a large part of the front (western) ‘display’ garden; the other lot
(2.1ha) would contain the Cottage, a small part of the front ‘display’ garden, and the remainder
of the property down to Cardinia Creek.
The report concluded that the proposed subdivision should not be approved, on the basis that
it would separate the western (front) gardens from the Cottage and from the eastern (rear)
gardens and glasshouse’. (Context 2004, 7) On these grounds the proposed subdivision was
found to be inappropriate for its detrimental impact on the significance of the place.
This 2004 report included significant new research, already outlined in Section 1.4 above. It
also noted its limitations and future research directions which may in turn add to or further
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clarify the cultural heritage significance of the property. (The limitations and future research
directions that were identified are also noted in Section 1.4 above.)
4.1.5 Andrew Long + Associates, Historical Cultural Heritage
Assessment, July 2016
Introduction

The full title of the Andrew Long report is 5460 and 6270 Manuka Road – The Minard Villa
and Clover Cottage (and Garden): Historical Cultural Heritage Assessment – Implications for
Development, Andrew Long + Associates, July 2016 (from hereon in referred to as ‘the
Andrew Long report’.
The Andrew Long report was prepared in the context of a proposed zoning amendment for a
17.6 ha area of land, that consists of 4252, 5460, 6270 and 7280 Manuka Road, Berwick,
and the proposed redevelopment of 16.1ha of this area (4252, 6270 and 7280 Manuka
Road, Berwick) that is bisected by 5460 Manuka Road, Berwick.
The Andrew Long report presents the combined findings of ‘an historical assessment of
known heritage values…, through an archaeological survey’ (Andrew Long report 2016, p.4).
From a close reading of the Andrew Long report, it is believed that no new historical research
was undertaken.
Discussion

The following discussion is confined to the findings in the Andrew Long report that relate to
5460 Manuka Road – Clover Cottage (and Garden) only. Comments are made with reference
to:



the ‘revised citation’ prepared for 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick, by Context (18 May 2017)
as part of Planning Scheme Amendment C231, and
new research and analysis undertaken as part of this Statement of Evidence.

The Andrew Long report: Section 7.0 restates the significance of the study area, as being ‘of local
and regional significance to Berwick’ and that ‘Clover Cottage and gardens signifies a place of
local historical, aesthetic and scientific (horticultural) significance to the City of Casey’, with
reference to Victorian Heritage Database place details for Clover Cottage & Garden, retrieved
6 July 2016.
The report then asserts that ‘the most intact representation of the former historical nature of
the site’ is provided by the Clover Cottage structure, noting that in spite of renovations and
repairs, ‘the cottage remains authentic to its historic character’.
Comment: It is agreed that in spite of alterations, the cottage forms part of the historic
significance of the site. As stated in the revised citation, the ‘form and materials, and its
location and setting clearly denote [the cottage] as a Victorian farmhouse’ (Context May 2017,
revised citation).
It is not agreed that the cottage it is the sole or most intact representation of the former
historical nature of the site. Other features that pre-date the Tuckfields’ occupation of the site
from 1955 include mature specimen trees, notably the Quercus macrocarpa (Bur Oak) in front
(west) of the cottage, and the boundary plantings of cypress, pine and eucalyptus. Together
these elements are recognised as important physical evidence of ‘the late nineteenth century
development of small self-sufficient farms in the suburban areas immediate to township
settlements such as Berwick’ (Context May 2017, revised citation).
The revised citation appropriately acknowledges the contribution of setting to the significance
of the cottage, consistent with VPPN1 in relation to curtilages and setting, and with the
principles and guidelines contained in the Xi’an Declaration on the conservation of the setting of heritage
structures, sites and areas (ICOMOS, 2005):
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‘Heritage structures, sites or areas of various scales…also derive their significance and distinctive character
from their meaningful relationships with their physical, visual, spiritual and other cultural context and
settings.’ (ICOMOS, 2005)
The Andrew Long report: On page 30, the report states that ‘…the surrounding gardens have
evolved, and to an extent, re-established as part of the most recent ownership of the property.’
Comment: It is agreed that the surrounding gardens have evolved. This is an expected process in
a garden. Historic aerial photographs show a garden that has matured and increased its canopy
cover, with the addition of some features (most notably the Strawberry Terrace restaurant
building, carpark, and other ancillary structures). Otherwise, the gardens as laid out by 1972
(the year before Tuckfield died) appear to have changed little. It is understood that the
Chipperfields added bluestone and concrete kerbed garden beds and edgings, fountains,
terraces, walling and statuary, as well as the front gates and fencing (Context 2004, p. 2). This
does not necessarily mean the remnants of the early cottage garden (c.1900–55) or the layout
of the garden beds and planting as designed by John Stevens (c.1955) were changed or lost. It
is not agreed therefore that the surrounding gardens have been re-established.
The Andrew Long report: that the manicured gardens of 2016 are ‘arguably disparate from those
introduced during Tuckfield’s occupation.’
Comment: No evidence is provided to support this claim. The character of ‘manicured gardens’
is likely the result of maintenance and gardening regimes, as the Andrew Long report also
notes. These are practices that can be changed to produce a different garden character, rather
than equate to a reduction or loss of integrity. No evidence has been found of Tuckfield’s nor
Stevens’ intended character for the gardens at Clover Cottage.
The Andrew Long report: On page 30, the report states that ‘the exotic fruit plantation along the
southeastern boundary of the property exists in place of what was previously the bird
sanctuary.’
Comment: No evidence is provided to support this claim. New research using historic aerial
photographs provides clarification about this part of the site. This photographic source shows
that Tuckfield introduced the ‘fruit plantation’ to the site and that it was well established by
1970. In 1975, a newspaper article on the auction of the property described the garden as
including ‘a small commercial lemon grove and many other fruit trees’ (Herald, 27 Nov 1975)
An illustration in The Gazette, shows the lemon trees were well-established by early 1968
(Gazette, 19 Jan 1968). Between 1970 and the present this plantation seems to expand a little to
the north (possibly with one or two additional rows of planting), but is otherwise a relatively
consistent feature.
With regards to a ‘bird sanctuary’: A precise location for a ‘bird sanctuary’ within the study area
is unclear from the earlier reports and historical records. A bird sanctuary is mentioned in the
1993 heritage study. The 2004 report by Context Pty Ltd quotes newspaper reports of the
garden from 1968, 1971 and 1972: that the garden provided ‘a sanctuary like environment for
about seventy species of birds … [and] an immense bee population’ (Context 2004, 2). The
Context report of 2017 incorrectly attributes this quote about ‘a sanctuary-like environment’ to
John Stevens, as a description of his design intent for the eastern part of the garden; the slope
to Cardinia Creek planted and laid out with native plants’. (Context May 2017, 4).
Newspaper cuttings from the late 1960s and early 1970s discuss Mr Tuckfield’s conservation
interests, related to birds, bees, restoration of the native bushland along the Cardinia Creek
corridor, and note Tuckfield’s views against the use of pesticides and chemicals. In the
Packenham Gazette, Tuckfield is pictured as a birdwatcher (1968) (see Figure 4.3).
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Figure 4.3. Tuckfield ‘birdwatching’ in his garden at Manuka Road, Berwick, as illustrated
in the Packenham Gazette, 19 January 1968, np.

Tuckfield’s interest in birds and the natural environment was longstanding and is demonstrated
by his company’s production of collectable cards featuring birds and bird card albums in the
1950s.
The aforementioned newspaper articles suggest that Tuckfield’s garden as a whole functioned
as a ‘bird sanctuary’, because of its great diversity of planting, as opposed to any particular part
of the site having been designated for that specific purpose.
A plan dated c.1971–75, associated with either a 1971 open day at Clover Cottage or the 1975
auction notice, names the area along the eastern side of the Cardinia Creek as a ‘Flora and
Fauna Sanctuary’. It is possible that the more densely vegetated area of Tuckfield’s property
that slopes down to Cardinia Creek, part of which was planted with Australian native trees, as
well as the rest of the garden, to an extent provided a continuation of this Sanctuary. (NT file
B3805)
The Andrew Long report: the report concludes that Clover Cottage, glasshouse and the camellias
in the location of the shadehouse are ‘the most representative archaeologically significant
features’.
Comment: It is agreed that these features have significance. The significance of the cottage has
been discussed above. The glasshouse and the camellias in this part of the garden (location of
the shadehouse) are key significant elements of the place, associated with Frederick Tuckfield’s
camellia breeding.
The Andrew Long report: On page 30, states that ‘as the fernery [shadehouse] lacks a significant
structural footprint, it need not be incorporated into the overlay’.
Comment: The shadehouse is a key significant element of the place, associated with Frederick
Tuckfield’s camellia breeding. As a shade structure, constructed to protect the camellias
planted in rows within its confines (on three sides fenced by wooden lathes and formerly also
roofed overhead by either the same wooden lathes or shadecloth), the shadehouse is not
expected to have included a structural footprint. Absence of a structural footprint is not
therefore considered adequate justification for exclusion of the shadehouse from the HO.
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Further comment: The report does not address the part of the site that contains the garden
designed for Mr Tuckfield in c.1955 by John Stevens.
In summary, I concur with the conclusion of the Andrew Long report that the preAmendment HO49 boundary for 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick, should be amended.
I do not agree with the revised extent (shown at Map 2 of the Andrew Long report) for the
reason that it would not provide adequate protection for the significance of the place.
4.1.6 Review & heritage advice on recommendations contained in Andrew
Long report, prepared by Context Pty Ltd, December 2016

In December 2016, Context was engaged by the City of Casey to review the report prepared by
Andrew Long + Associates (July 2016) and provide advice on 5460 Manuka Road, Berwick
(HO49 ‘Clover Cottage’). The advice was prepared in the context of the existing heritage
overlay boundary for the property (which was reviewed) and the revised heritage overlay
boundary recommended in the Andrew Long report (and shown in the Andrew Long report as
Map 2).
The scope of work for the Context advice did not include any new research or a site visit.
The Context advice stated its agreement ‘in principle’ with the findings of the Andrew Long
report; that the boundary for HO49 should be extended beyond the footprint of the cottage
‘to include some outbuildings (or remains of) and some landscape elements, including:






the Clover Cottage (c1900)
a brick-based glasshouse (c1955)
an original brick pathway (c1995] [sic] [date reproduced from Long report (pp.26, 34),
should be c.1955]
a fernery (camellia shelter) [i.e. the shadehouse]
camellias and a specimen tree (elm)’ [Bur Oak]

The extended boundary recommended by Context in this letter of advice created a larger HO
area relative to the Andrew Long boundary, ‘with a view to maintaining visual link between the
cottage and significant landscape elements and outbuildings.’ The boundary area shown was
described as ‘the minimum boundary area recommended’.
In defining the extended HO boundaries, neither the Context advice (2016) nor the Andrew
Long report considered the significance of the John Stevens garden. New research to clarify
the extent and significance of the garden designed by John Stevens was not undertaken in
these reports. This limitation on research result in there being little to no evidence to justify
extension of the overlay so that it included the part of the garden  the front (or western)
garden  designed by John Stevens in c.1955.
4.1.7 Planning Scheme Amendment C231 prepared by Context, May 2017

In mid-2017, Context was instructed by the City of Casey to review the Heritage Overlay for
HO49, ‘Clover Cottage’, located at 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick.
(Context was also instructed to review the HO for the neighbouring property HO50 ‘The
Minard’, at 62-70 Manuka Road, Berwick.)
The curtilages of HO49 and HO50 in Manuka Road Berwick have long been identified as
needing review, having the Heritage Overlay applied in a very limited manner to HO49 and
applied in a very liberal manner to HO50.
The 2017 Context report recommended that HO49 should be applied to the existing timber
cottage and a large proportion of the garden at 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick, thus significantly
enlarging the existing Heritage Overlay. It also recommended that a new citation and
Statement of Significance be adopted for the place, consistent with the revised curtilage. It
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further recommended that the entry in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay be changed to
‘Clover Cottage and Gardens’, and that tree controls be applied.
The revised citation in the 2017 Context report built on earlier work, and included a
significantly greater research component. The citation was further updated to meet the
requirements of PPN1 ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay’ (January 2018).
The report was limited in the amount of additional historical research undertaken, and reliant
instead on desktop and online resources. It recommended preparation of a locality history to
support the place history, and detailed research to determine the history and development of
the place.
Comment regarding locality history:
The work undertaken by Context on which the Amendment relies recommended preparation
of a locality history. The revised citation appended to that report includes a Locality History,
taken from the Berwick Township Precinct’ citation (HERMES No. 44242).
This locality history, supported by the additional research undertaken for the May 2017 report
that has been incorporated into the Place History, is considered adequate for assessing the
significance of the early history of the study area.

4.2 Discussion and conclusion
There appears to be broad consensus across the heritage reports and advice from 1993 to 2017
that ‘Clover Cottage and Garden’ has historical significance: for the evidence the place
provides of settlement of the local area; for the garden designed by John Stevens (excluding
the Andrew Long report and Context 2016 advice where Stevens was not considered); for its
associations with Mr Frederick S Tuckfield; and for physical remnants of Tuckfield’s camellias
and camellia breeding activities.
There is general agreement from 2004 that the Heritage Overlay polygon and curtilage for
HO49 does not include all the elements of significance.
There are inconsistencies in the extent of the area of heritage significance identified and the
Heritage Overlay polygons recommended in the earlier reports, in particular between the
Andrew Long report (July 2016), the Context advice (December 2016), and the Context report
prepared for the C231 Amendment (May 2017). Analysis of this previous work suggests that
the inconsistencies correlate to the different contexts in which each work was prepared, but
predominantly to limitations on the scope of work or research which then directly contribute
to different understandings of significance.
The process of reviewing and amending understandings of significance, and therefore how
significance is best protected by the appropriate planning tools, is a standard and well accepted
process in best practice heritage management. The process is supported in the explanatory
note to Article 1.2 of The Burra Charter, which states: ‘Understanding of cultural significance
may change as a result of new information.’
New information gathered in the preparation of this statement of evidence is presented in the
following section (Section 5.0). The new research has been undertaken in accordance with
accepted best practice. It has contributed to a new understanding of significance, presented in
Section 6.0. In turn, the new understanding of significance has informed the recommendations
presented in Section 7.0.
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5.0 NEW RESEARCH
5.1 Locality history
Taken directly from the Revised Heritage Citation report included in the C231 Amendment
report, prepared by Context (May 2017).
(As noted above in Section 2.1.6, this locality history, which is supported by the additional
research incorporated into the Place History in 2017, is considered adequate for assessing the
significance of the early history of the study area.)
Most of the city of Berwick, including the Berwick Township, was originally part of Robert
Gardiner's Berwick pastoral run. There are said to have been early wattle and daub huts built
on the eastern side of Most of the Berwick Hill for families drawing water from the Cardinia
Creek (Beaumont, 1959:17). However, a permanent Berwick township was not established
until the 1850s. At that time when large pastoral runs were subdivided and homestead blocks
and other Crown Allotments sold, a Berwick Village Reserve began to appear on official maps.
This reserve was bounded by the main Gippsland Road (later the Princes Highway), the
Cardinia Creek, Inglis Road and Clyde Road (Town and suburban lots, Berwick, 1866).
The earliest Berwick Township plans located the proposed town on the north side of the
Gippsland Road close to the Cardinia Creek. Surveyor Robert Hoddle's plan showed twelve
blocks, stretching from Campbell Street to Cardinia Street, bounded on the north by
Palmerston Street. No town blocks were planned for the present High Street commercial
precinct, nor for any land west of Campbell Street. Hoddle commented that the numbered
blocks had been pegged out and 'will be sufficient for the requirements of the locality for some
time'. The land west of Campbell Street to Lyall Road he considered was an area where the
township might expand in the future. This plan marked with a cross a possible site for a
church and school house as 'required here by Gardiner and others' (Berwick Township, 1852).
This was the site chosen soon afterwards for Bain's Berwick Hotel.
However, early purchasers of town land were more influenced by topography than surveyor's
plans dreamed up in Melbourne. The development of the township turned out to be from west
to east rather than from east to west, with a concentration of occupancy along High Street.
Much of the story can be learned by studying the sequence of township maps drawn up from
the late 1850s until the present time.
An 1858 Public Lands Office map showed the township at this time still bounded on the north
by Palmerston Street. However, new Blocks 13-16 had been already marked out, stretching
along High Street from Lyall Road to Peel Street and backing onto Wilson Street (now known
as Wilson and Scanlan Streets) (Public Lands Office, 1858) By this date most allotments with
High Street frontages had been sold. This included the new Block 16 between Lyall Road and
Wheeler Street, the site of the Berwick High Street commercial precinct. About half this block
had been purchased by Robert Bain, owner of the historic Berwick Hotel.
The 1858 map also showed many allotments sold in Blocks 8 and 9 bounded by Neill,
Palmerston and Havelock (now Scotsgate Way) Streets. Very few allotments had been sold in
the blocks at the eastern end of the township near Cardinia Creek. This became the site of
much later development and was the area where post-war residential housing occurred.
The 1858 map also showed the location of a cemetery allotment of eight acres far north of the
early township near the Village Reserve boundary now Inglis Road.
Several decades later, an 1871 Department of Lands and Survey map of Berwick Town and
Suburban Lots (Town and suburban lots, Berwick, 1871) indicated a further extension of the
township westward and included all the land marked as part of the original Berwick Village
Reserve. The township then comprised 32 blocks bounded by High Street, Cardinia Street,
Brisbane Street and Lyall Road. It now included all the area west of Campbell Street that makes
up the Older Residential Area identified in the 1993 Heritage of the City of Berwick study.
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There were also twenty-six suburban lots bounded on the north by Inglis Road and on the
west by Cranbourne (now Clyde) Road. The cemetery block of eight acres was indicated
bounded on the north by Inglis road and on the west by Buchanan Road.
Early views of the township in 1877, 1887 and 1891 however, indicate that, apart from the
cluster of buildings along High Street and the old residential precinct west of Campbell Street,
Berwick remained an extremely small town during the last century (Beaumont, 1959:16, 24,
32). It remained, relatively small well into the present century, retaining a village-like character.
Later township maps, c1912 and later, indicate another important feature in Berwick's
development, the setting aside of land for public parks and recreation reserves. Ten acres in
Crown Allotment 10, south of the Cemetery site, became a public park. This was formerly
known as the Berwick Recreation Ground and is now the Arch Brown Reserve. Along the
Cardinia Creek public reserves were marked out, including the sites of the Akoonah Park and
the Berwick showgrounds.

5.2 Place history and analysis
The following section builds on the Place History contained in the Revised Heritage Citation
report (C231 Amendment report, Context, May 2017).
The Place History that follows has been augmented by additional research undertaken
subsequent to the exhibition of Planning Scheme Amendment C231.
Some historical details have been clarified or corrected. For ease of comparison, new or
revised text is shown underlined, deleted text is also shown (using strikethrough font).
5.2.1 Place History

The land on which Clover Cottage and its associated garden now stands was purchased as Lot
25 in the Township of Berwick by M. O’Connor in 1871, comprising 21 acres on Cardinia
Creek (Town of Berwick Map B17(5), 1890; Context 1993, 359). The original lot has been
subdivided into two parts, an 8 acre section (the subject site) and the balance (13 acres)
remaining at 42 Manuka Road. The data of subdivision is unknown, but is believed to be in the
period c.1940–1955 as prior to that time, the property was used for a variety of small
agricultural and animal husbandry purposes, requiring larger acreage, as discussed below.
It is believed that the extant timber cottage, set well back from Manuka Road, was constructed
c.1890–1900 c.1891 by the Greaves family who owned the allotment in the latter part of the
nineteenth century (Context 1993, 359; Gazette, 6 Oct 1967, np in NT file B3805). The physical
form of the cottage supports this date, as the original form appears to be a typical double
fronted symmetrical timber house, probably of 4–6 rooms, arranged off a central passageway,
perhaps with a skillion addition at the rear, and a simple convex verandah across the façade.
The residence is well set back on the allotment, but still addresses Manuka Road, rather than
Cardinia Creek to the rear. The cottage has had various alterations and additions to its original
form over the years, but is still readable as a late Victorian residence. The interior of the house
was reportedly altered for the Tuckfields by an architect, to ‘introduce “mod cons” …,
converting 11 rooms into 7.’ (Gazette, 6 Oct 1967, np, quoted in NT file B3805)
There are a number of mature exotic trees in the garden of outstanding size which appear to
date from this late nineteenth century period, being substantially larger than others known to
have been planted in the 1950s, and comparable in size to those known to have been planted
in the late nineteenth century on adjacent properties, such as the former Manuka Park at 62–70
Manuka Road. Further supporting the early planting date are other comparable examples of
exotic plantings located at 42 Manuka Road, which was originally part of the 21 acre lot
developed first in the late nineteenth century. The extent and substantial maturity of the tree
coverage on the subject site and adjacent properties is shown clearly in the 1960 aerial
photograph at Figure 5.1.
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Figure 5.1 Extent and maturity of trees introduced before 1955 and remnant native
vegetation at the properties 42 (bottom), 54–60 (the subject site, middle) and 62–70 (top)
Manuka Road in 1960 (Source: 1960, 0114 Run 033 n102 Vic 1085 Melbourne, Local History
Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)

It is not known whether the Greaves who owned Clover Cottage at this time were connected
to the prominent Greaves family of ‘The Springs’ at nearby Narre Warren South. Further
research into the Greaves family association with Clover Cottage would enhance
understanding of this early period of development.
A review of local and Victorian newspapers in the interwar period show that after the Greaves
family ownership, the property was either owned or leased by a variety of socially prominent
families in both the locality and more generally, in Melbourne society at the time. The first
reference in any newspapers to the name ‘Clover Cottage’ appears in the 1930s in reference to
the residence of Mrs L Stead and her daughter (Argus, 4 Oct 1937, 9). By the following year
(1938), Mr and Mrs Ken and Gwen Moore resided at the property. Mrs Moore, a renowned
horsewoman, heavily involved in the hunt club and thoroughbred breeder established the
property at Manuka Road as a stud and training facility in the late 1930s through to c.1948.
The property was then occupied by Wing Commander LM Bailey and his family, prominent
socialites, from c.1949 through until c.1955, when it was purchased by Frederick S Tuckfield,
the founder and owner of Tuckfield’s Ty-nee Tips Tea. The history of ownership is relevant in
that it gives an understanding of the layered nature of the gardens which survive today. It is
understood that in c.1955 there were mature trees, some shrubs but very little else. A 1960
aerial photograph confirms the presence of mature trees on the site mid-century, as boundary
(windbreak) and specimen plantings in the western part the subject site, open paddocks with
specimen trees in the eastern part, and denser vegetation (presumably some of it remnant) on
the land sloping down to and adjacent to the Cardinia Creek. It also shows a small area of
established gardens around the house. It is presumed that each period of ownership impacted
on the place in the form of some planting, given the use of the property by each owner. No
further records could be located to enable further although detailed research into plantings in
the interwar period have not been undertaken.
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The Tuckfields relocated from there home in Manor Grove, North Caulfield in c.1956, to
According to Tuckfield’s son-in-law, Tuckfield purchased the property in 1955 (Calabretta &
Ridge 2013, 41). A precise date for when Tuckfield, or the Tuckfields, moved from 3 Manor
Grove, North Caulfield — an interwar California bungalow on a standard suburban block —
to the Berwick property could not be confirmed. However, it may have been in or after 1957,
as in this year, as a Victorian member of the Australian and New Zealand Camellia Research
Society, Tuckfield was still listed at his Manor Grove address (ANZCRS 1957). The move may
also have been complicated by the death of Tuckfield’s first wife Hilda Cader in 1958.
Ultimately, the move allowed Fred to concentrate on his passion for breeding, growing and
furthering the development of the Camellia in his semi-retirement from business interests
(Calabretta & Ridge 2013, 41). Tuckfield was fascinated with camellias (tea is manufactured
from a species of camellia, C. sinensis) and is believed to have grown thousands of specimens,
representing hundreds of varieties, in the gardens at Clover Cottage (Context 2004, 3). The
particular land formation of the Manuka Road property would prove to generate relatively high
humidity, simulating those countries in Asia where the genus camellia is found growing wild.
(clipping 6 Nov 1971, NT file B3805)
Tuckfield’s son-in-law, Michael Freer, is quoted below (ibid. Calabretta & Ridge 2013, 41):
His garden and glasshouse at Manor Grove, North Caulfield were overflowing with potted camellias. In
1955 he bought Clover Cottage at Berwick, a 70 year old house on several acres of bare paddock and
turned this into a magnificent landscaped garden which was ranked as one of the best in Australia and was
frequently open to the public. Here camellias were the centrepiece, especially the large flowered Camellia
reticulata, of which he bred new varieties. One of these, Samantha named after a grand-daughter, won
several prizes. At one time, Fred was the president of the Victorian branch of the Australian Camellia
Research Society.
Tuckfield regularly exhibited at Plant Shows and often won gold medals. It was here at a plant
show that he met landscape architect consultant John Stevens (1920–2007) (later OAM), who
was a judge at many of these shows (Context 2004, 3).
Tuckfield engaged landscape architect consultant John Stevens in 1955 to design the gardens at
his property in Berwick, to be competed prior to his relocation to the property in 1956.
Created only three years after Stevens commenced in private practice, with the title ‘John
Stevens Landscape consultant’ in 1952 (Saniga 2012, 77), the garden represents one of Stevens
earliest large scale residential designs, and is interesting as it demonstrates the two great
interests of Tuckfield at the time, his camellia collection and his passion for the environment.

Figure 5.2 By 1960, the garden to the west and south of the cottage has been laid out and
planted, to the Stevens design. (1960, 0114 Run 033 n102 Vic 1085 Melbourne, Local History
Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)

From the 1950s onward, Tuckfield encouraged innovative gardening techniques, which would
now be considered ‘environmentally friendly’. These included use of trickly watering systems,
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mulching, banning of pesticides and insecticides and other chemicals. He made a number of
passionate public appeals against the indiscriminate use of pesticides, which he believed was
rapidly destroying the balance of nature (Context 1993, 359).
According to Stevens, apart from mature trees, there was very little landscaping on the
property prior to his beginning work there in 1955. The exception was a small area of gardens
around the house, which was generally retained, as were the mature trees (Context 2004, 2).
Although not fully researched, it is believed that The shadehouse, or Camellia shelter, the
Glasshouse and red brick paving which survives on site was were constructed in the 1955–
1956 period in the early 1960s (and functioning by 1966), and were central to Tuckfield’s
activities associated with his camellia breeding (ACRS Newsletter Sept 1966, 3) and to engage in
his camellia breeding.

Figure 5.3 By 1970, the shadehouse and adjacent display garden (to the immediate east of
the shadehouse, glasshouse visible at the centre of the study area appear well established.
From documentary sources we know that the shadehouse was functional by 1966.
The garden east of the cottage has been planted out, incorporating finger-like strips of new
planting into the existing tree cover. An orchard plantation along a section of the southern
boundary has also been established. (Berwick Cardinia Creek 1970 Jan 28, Local History
Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)

From the late 1950s to the end of his life, Tuckfield’s work researching and breeding camellias
and his active involvement with the camellia community was prolific.
Stevens was commissioned to design an extensive exotic ‘display’ garden which provided good
areas for showcasing Tuckfield’s immense camellia collection, as well as an area which could be
planted out with native plants (ibid. Context 2004, 2). The design was separated into two
distinct parts, with the timber house, its immediate garden and a series of camellia growing and
breeding structures (such as glasshouse and shadehouse) and display area dividing the two
parts. Comparison of the 1960 and 1970 aerial photographs of the study area show that the
garden to the west of the cottage was created first, by 1960 (this was the extensive ‘exotic’
display garden), whereas the area east of the cottage was created slightly later, but was well
established by 1970.
As well as being the locus of the Tuckfields camellia growing, breeding and experimentation,
the Tuckfield garden was ‘a showplace’ (ACRS Vic Newsletter, Sept 1969, 1-4; 1975 letter to
The Chairman, NTAV, from Mrs Patricia Wilkinson of Yarralumla, ACT in NT file B3805).
The landscaped gardens were regularly opened to the public to raise money for local charities.
Both the gardens and the shadehouse were popular destinations for and frequently visited by
the ACRS. ACRS field trips to Clover Cottage occurred at least annually during the 1960s,
usually in August or September, including:


1965 August, to the garden and shadehouse (ACRS Newsletter July 1965, 1)
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1966 September, ACRS open day to see garden and camellias; ‘The Shadehouse was as
usual a centre of attraction…’ (ACRS Newsletter Aug 1966, 2)
1969: ‘a showplace worthy of inclusion in the foremost Australian gardens’ (ACRS Vic
Newsletter Sept 1969, 1-4)
1969: distinguished guests of the ACRS were taken to Clover Cottage and Camellia Lodge
(nursery of the McMinns), including Mr and Mrs Foss of the California camellia society.
Mr and Mrs Pickering of Mt Stirling in South Australia also visited the Tuckfields’ Clover
Cottage (ACRS Vic Newsletter Sept 1969, 1-4).
1970: ACRS lunch get-together in grounds surrounding Clover Cottage (ACRS Vic
Newsletter Feb 1970, 1-2)
1971: public open weekend in August (NT file B3805)

1973 saw the first International Camellia Conference in Australia. The field trip itinerary
included visits to Healesville Sanctuary, Sebire’s camellias, Clover Cottage, Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Simpson’s, Camellia Lodge, the Royal Botanic Gardens and Cowes (Camellias Victoria 2016).
During one open weekend in August 1962 to raise money for a local charity, 5,000 people
attended and 800 pounds was raised (ACRS Newsletter Aug 1962, 2). Another open weekend in
1965 attracted appreciation by the ACRS for ‘doing much to publicise the Camellia cult to a
wide selection of people.’ (ACRS Newsletter Ag 1965, 1)
Openings to the general public and the regular ACRS visits to Clover Cottage and gardens
undoubtedly contributed to and consolidated the reputation of the gardens as ‘famous’. (1975
Auction Notice NT file B3805; Context 2004, 8)
The area to the rear of the residence, running down the slope to Cardinia Creek was planted
out with native plants, and designed to attract native birds, insects and small animals. Stevens,
when interviewed by Context in 2004 stated that this part of the design [provided] ‘a sanctuary
like environment for about 70 species of birds and an immense bee population’ (Context 2004,
2). Little of this section of the garden remains, other than a small number of now mature
native trees towards the rear of the allotment. Analysis of sequential historical aerial
photographs of the eastern part of the garden by 1970 suggest that, with the exception of the
easement area (cleared of vegetation before 1980), much of the tree planting and open grassed
areas remain. The rectangular garden adjoining the eastern side of the former shadehouse also
appears to have retained its form and layout, although the circular garden bed of c.1968
appears to have been replaced by a fountain after 1994. The two Golden Elms at the rear of
the residential garden area are also likely to he a part of the John Stevens design, and represent
an interface area between the richer texture of the display and residential garden with the
native garden.
The exotic display gardens were believed to extended from the existing small residential garden
around the house and camellia breeding facilities to extend to the boundaries of the lot to the
north and south, and to Manuka Road to the west. This garden was designed incorporating
most of the existing mature trees, adding new sweeping areas of lawn, shrubberies, driveways
and small intimate garden spaces, many of which survive today. The shrubberies were rock
edged, and filled with specimens and collections of camellia, supported by other shrubs,
intermixed with mature trees, which were sometimes retained as specimens trees (such as the
Bur Oak) or incorporated into the garden beds (such as many Poplars, some Oaks, and others).
Stevens designed this landscape relatively early in his career as a ‘landscape architect consultant’
having established one of the first businesses of its kind in Melbourne in 1952 (Saniga 2012,
77). He was later responsible for many award winning or acclaimed institutional and industrial
landscapes, and undertook works to Como House garden, as well as designing parts of the
large garden featuring native species at Russell Grimwade’s ‘Miegunyah’ in Toorak (Context
1993, 360). The State Library of Victoria holds a collection of John Stevens’ work. It would be
useful to undertake further research to determine whether the original design of Frederick
Tuckfield’s display garden survives within this collection.
Contemporary accounts of the gardens provide the following additional details:
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1971: ‘representative trees and shrubs of many lands. The native garden running down to
the Cardinia Creek has a large selection of acacias, eucalypts, banksias and grevilleas, all
chosen to attract bird life. About 70 species of birds are seen here and as the various
plantings become dense, it is apparent many are adopting the area for nesting’ (clipping 6
Nov 1971, np NT file B3805).
By 1971: ‘The gardens now show the beauty of maturity and promise a treat for those who
like sweeping lawns with drifts of daffodils and massed shrubberies. Other interesting areas
are the extensive shadehouse and the native garden bordering the Cardinia Creek’ (clipping
6 Nov 1971, np, NT file B3805).
1975: ‘… The garden he [Tuckfield] built up from a paddock to become a showplace for
camellias, tea bushes (camellia sinensis) rhododendron, azalea, and rose bushes. A row of
huge pine trees frames one side of the garden, and on the other it runs down to Cardinia
Creek and a natural bush reserve. He planted hundreds of nectar producing native shrubs
on the sloping land approaching Cardinia Creek, and by doing so, (and by refusing to use
chemicals in his garden), he was able to count 68 varieties of native birds living around the
creek.’ (Gazette, 20 Dec 1972, NT file B3805)
1975: ‘Species of note, front garden: camellia collection, Quercus – oak, Poplars, Elms,
sweeping lawn, shrubs and perennials; rear of house: native garden, eucalyptus and shrubs,
rose collection, shadehouses holding more of camellia collection, glasshouse for
propagation. One of greatest assets is the maintenance which has obviously be [sic]
maintained at a high standard for some time.’ (Hand annotations to memo from Chairman
of Council [Rodney Davidson] to Chairman, Landscape Committee [Dewar Goode] dated
14 Nov 1975, NT file B3805)

Tuckfield’s camellia research and breeding resulted in the origination of 25 camellia cultivars by
Tuckfield at Clover Cottage (the list of cultivars is included in the section below on Frederick S
Tuckfield). It is likely that at least some of these cultivars survive in the gardens at Clover
Cottage.
From records of blooms and seedlings exhibited by Tuckfield at ACRS meetings, we know
that during the period 1962–69, Tuckfield’s garden also included at least the following
camellias, which may also survive in the gardens at Clover Cottage:













seedlings of C. sinensis of different leaf formation (ACRS Newsletter March 1962, 1)
Fuji-no-mine (a large sasanqua) growing in a flat low bowl (ACRS Newsletter April 1962, 2)
C. sasanqua ‘Hiryu’ in small container, shaped as an espalier (ACRS Newsletter May 1962, 1,
3)
‘Frank Gibson’, ‘Onetia Holland’, ‘Cornish Snow’, ‘Tinsie’, Seedling of Crimson Robe X
Anemonaeflora (ACRS Newsletter June 1962, 1-3)
Kunnung reticulatas and ‘Betty McCaskell’ (ACRS Newsletter Jul 1962, 1)
varieties in bloom in small containers, including ‘Frau Minna Seidel’, ‘The Czar’, ‘EG
Waterhouse’, ‘Ubane’, ‘Duchess de Berry’ (ACRS Newsletter Sept 1962, 1-2)
a special named Rusticana in a Chinese bowl, grown from seeds received from Japan by
Alfred Stewart in 1955 and distributed to various growers (ACRS Newsletter Jun 1963, 1)
Reticulata ‘Willow Wand’ and Japonica ‘Mrs DW Davis’ (ACRS Newsletter Feb 1966, 1)
bonsai version of ‘Showa-no-Sakae’ in a container (ACRS Newsletter May 1968, 1)
hybrid seedling from an Oliefera-Velvetia cross (ACRS Newsletter May 1968, 1)
Bonsai specimens shown of Oleifera and trained sasanqua species (ACRS Newsletter April
1969, 1-4)
‘Granthamiana’ (ACRS Newsletter May 1969, 3)

Tuckfield died in 1973 and his estate auctioned the property in 1975. At this time the property
was described as a three bedroom weatherboard home set in approximately 8 acres of famous
gardens created by the late FS Tuckfield [emphasis added] running back to Cardinia Creek.’ (Context
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2004, 2). The Camellia Society were was interested in purchasing the property but was unable
to raise sufficient funds (ibid. Context 2004, 2).
It has been said that Mrs Tuckfield removed a number of the rare or sentimentally important
specimens of camellia from the gardens prior to departure (ibid. Context 2004, 2). Detail about
the plants that were removed has not been found; so, how many and from where in the garden
plants were removed, is unknown. However, it seems likely that some or all would have been
potted plants. Before the auction in 1975, a piece in the Herald described hundreds of potted
shrubs – including camellias for which Mr Tuckfield was perhaps best known – [as] part of the
property’ (Herald 27 Nov 1975 in NT file B3805). Camellias were grown in containers by
Tuckfield, which would have provided the added advantage of ease of transport for showing at
the ACRS meetings or at competitions. Containers used by Tuckfield included wooden
containers of Pinus insignis (treated), Japanese stoneware pots, and the Chinese flower pot
(ACRS Newsletter Sept 1962, 1-2). Some of the plants removed by Mrs Tuckfield may therefore
have been potted shrubs, more easily moved. If so, this removal of plants may have dispersed a
small part of the garden’s substantial plant collection, including probably some camellias, but
would have impacted little on the structural integrity of the John Stevens garden.
The property was purchased in April 1976 by John and Engelena Chipperfield and Trevor
Burr. In the late 1970s two new extensions were added to the building, and the return
verandah (now on three sides) was added. The stumps were replaced with concrete stumps in
the 1990s (Long + Associates 2016, 14). It appears that many of the existing window and door
openings at the front of the house have been altered at some time during the 1990s, and
replaced with multi-paned ‘French’ doors.
The large modern restaurant building set at the front of the lot, addressing Manuka Road was
constructed in the late 1980s by the three owners. The building is a large domestic styled
structure with dormer windows in a spreading roof. The property operated as a restaurant and
function centre until 2016 when it was purchased by the current owners.
During the period 1976 through 2000, the garden was added to by the Chipperfields and
Trevor Burr, including in particular hard and soft landscaping works, particularly around the
new restaurant building, which was previously an area of lawn. Other major work includes the
construction of entrance gates on Manuka Road, creation of a gravelled car parking area at the
front of the property, the installation of a very large set of gates, fence and denoting the
entrance to the new restaurant building, and delineating the car parking area from the function
centre and gardens. Some new structures have been erected around the residence, including an
aviary, a garage, a modern iron shed. The Part of the ‘native’ gardens have has been largely
removed, replaced with modern exotic plantings or areas of lawn. New animal shelters and
pens have been erected towards the rear of the site.
5.2.2 Frederick S. Tuckfield (1898–1973)

Frederick Stevens Tuckfield (1898–1973), tea merchant and founder and owner of Tuckfield’s
Ty-nee Tips Tea, was a well known, highly regarded, and celebrated breeder and grower of
camellias. Tuckfield was born in 1898 in Sale, Victoria, and died on 19 September 1973 in
Prahran. His first wife Hilda Cader died in 1958, and he re-married in 1962 to Muriel Dennis.
Tuckfield gained early experience in the tea trade working for 14 years as manager for the Tea
and Coffee Department of Rolfe & Co. Ltd. He established his own wholesale business in tea
supplies by 1936 (Argus, 16 June 1936 in Callabretta & Ridge 2013, 43). The business at 382
Flinders Street, Melbourne, sold tea, coffee and nuts (Callabretta & Ridge 2013, 40). Tuckfield
concentrated on selling nuts during the Second World War, returning to tea sales after WWII
(Age, 20 Sept 1973, p. 5).
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Figure 5.4 Fred Tuckfield in his garden, published in the Gazette, 20 Dec 1972 (NT file
B3805)

Tuckfield encouraged innovative gardening techniques such as the use of a trickle watering
system and the banning of pesticides and other chemicals. He made a number of passionate
appeals against the indiscriminate use of pesticides, which he believed was rapidly destroying
the balance of nature (Context 1993, 359). He also advocated for preserving the ecology of the
Creek coincident with the eastern boundary (Cardinia Creek) and its environs (Gazette 20 Dec
1972 in NT file B3805).
Tuckfield appears to have been a canny businessman, using many different marketing strategies
to assist with sales of Tuckfield’s teas. One of these strategies was the production of collectable
cards. The cards were produced in multiple series, including birds, Australian birds,
Australiana, wildflowers, fish, and other animals, with a pictorial front and informative reverse
side. The bird card series (cards and albums) commenced in the 1950s. Indexes were also
produced. There were also collectable tea caddies and teaspoons. (See Callabretta and Ridge,
2013) The natural subjects of the cards reflected Tuckfield’s personal environmental sensibility.
Tuckfield was a prominent and active member of the Australian Camellia Research Society
(ACRS). The Australian and New Zealand Camellia Research Society was established in 1952,
becoming the Australian Camellia Research Society (ACRS) in 1958. ‘The Society’s founding
members were Walter Hazelwod, Dr CR Merrillees, EG Waterhouse, and Alex Jessep, all of
whom researched the history of camellias in Australia and raised many new cultivars.’ (Looker
in Aitken and Looker 2002, 125) Camellias had been introduced to Australia in the 1820s, from
England, having been introduced there from China in 1792. After enjoying popularity through
much the nineteenth century, with many new cultivars raised at William Macarthur’s Camden
Park Nursery in NSW, towards the turn of the century camellias ceased to be fashionable,
resulting in many cultivars being removed from nursery catalogues. The popularity of camellias
was revived from the 1930s (Looker in Aitken and Looker 2002, 125). By 1950 a ‘major
expansion occurred’ in the number of cultivars introduced, ‘with hybridisation between C.
saluenensis, C. japonica, C. reticulata, and C. sasanqua’ and there was an associated revival of
interest in camellias (Camellias Victoria 2016).
Tuckfield and his peers, Jessep, Waterhouse, and others, contributed to and were a key part of
the 1950s expansion and revival of interest in camellias. While Waterhouse was Sydney based,
Alexander Jessep (1892–1991) lived and worked in Melbourne; Jessep as a botanist,
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horticulturalist, educator and botanic gardens director. From 1941, Jessep was Director of
Melbourne Botanic Gardens, and Government Botanist, holding both positions until his
retirement in 1957. Jessep was especially interested in camellias, and soon after his appointment
as Botanic Gardens director, Jessep planned a special area of the gardens for the growing of
camellias’ (Andrews in Aitken and Looker 2002, 337). In 1996, the Camellia Collection at the
RBG Melbourne begun by Jessep was named the Australian National Reference Collection by
the Australian Camellia Research Society (RBGV 2018).
Jessep and Tuckfield were fellow members of the ACRS and worked alongside one another in
a range of office bearer roles. Tuckfield’s different roles in the ACRS included:








1962–63: ACRS Chairman (Happell 2017; ACRS Newsletter Mar 1963, 1)
1964: one of Victorian delegation of four to attend the Council meeting of the ACRS in
Sydney, with Jessep, Savige and Alfred Stewart (ACRS Newsletter Jul 1964, 2)
1967: Vice Chairman (ACRS Newsletter Nov 1968, 2)
1969: Committee member (ACRS Newsletter Feb 1969, 2)
1968: Committee member (ACRS Newsletter Feb 1968, 1)
1969: Judge of Blooms Competition (ACRS Victorian Newsletter Oct 1969, np)
1970: Deputy Chairman, Committee member (with Jessep), and Librarian (ACRS Victorian
Newsletter Feb 1970, 1-2)

Tuckfield gave many talks at ACRS meetings on a range of camellia-related topics, which
demonstrate the breadth and reach of his camellia research and interests in landscape design
with camellias, and his contribution to horticulture in Victoria. Some of the talks Tuckfield
gave were:















1962: ‘Growing Camellias in Containers’ (ACRS Newsletter Sept 1962, 1-2)
1964: contributed to discussions on the effects of artificial light on early maturing of
seedling camellias (with supporting examples from his experiments) (ACRS Newsletter Jun
1964, 1)
1965: Mr Tuckfield contributed discussion of autumn fertilising (ACRS Newsletter Mar
1965, 1-2)
1966: talk and slide show, Tuckfield’s tour of Japan (and possibly elsewhere) while
attending an Eastern Tea Convention (ACRS Newsletter Mar 1966, 1; Apr 1966, 1)
1966: ‘Shading Camellias’ with slides (ACRS Newsletter Sep 1966, 1)
1967: ‘Landscaping with Camellias’ (ACRS Newsletter Mar 1967, 3)
1967: demonstration on approaches to grafting (ACRS Newsletter Jun 1967, 1)
1967: ‘Seed Raising, Hybridising & Hand Pollination’ (ACRS Newsletter Jun 1967, 1)
1968: ‘Starting a Camellia Collection.’, panel discussion with Brushfield, Jessep, Tuckfield
((ACRS Newsletter Mar 1968, 2)
1968: ‘Topical talk’ on pruning (ACRS Newsletter Mar 1968, 2)
1969: Formosan [Taiwanese] landscapes and landscaped gardens, with slides (ACRS
Newsletter Apr 1969, 4)
1969: ‘Gardening with Camellias – Japanese style’ (ACRS Newsletter Apr 1969, 1-4)
1969: ‘Breeding a new cultivar’ (ACRS Newsletter Sep 1969, 1-4)
1970: ‘Landscaping, Container Culture and Dwarf Growing’ (ACRS Victorian Newsletter Feb
1970, 1-2)

Tuckfield also frequently donated prizes (camellias) for ‘best blooms’ competitions held by the
ACRS. Contributing his point of view to a number of ACRS discussions alongside those of
professional nurserymen and women, and botanists like Jessep, Tuckfield’s contributions drew
on his knowledge gained from practical experience and experimentation at his Clover Cottage
garden.
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In 1966, Tuckfield brought a distinguished guest to the ACRS, a Mr Nugawela, Superintendent
of the Kirkoswald Tea-growing Estate in Ceylon, with whom he was having discussions about
tea marketing ((ACRS Newsletter Oct 1966, 3).
Research by Happell (2017) has identified that 26 camellia cultivars originated at the
Tuckfields’ Berwick property; 25 originated by FS Tuckfield, and one originated by his wife
Mrs Muriel Tuckfield (ICR online).
Muriel Tuckfield, Tuckfield’s second wife, took an active and independent interest in camellias.
She was also involved in the ACRS and camellia breeding. Camellia reticulata ‘Joyce Adele
Brooks’ was originated in 1971 by Mrs Muriel Tuckfield (registered in 1979) (Happell 2017;
ICR online). Mrs Tuckfield co-hosted the visits by the ACRS to their garden and shadehouse,
public open weekends to raise money for local charities, and on occasion supplied muchpraised Christmas cakes at end of year ACRS meetings.

Figure 5.5 Muriel and Fred Tuckfield in their garden at Clover Cottage (Gazette, 19 Jan
1968, np in NT file B8305)

The camellia cultivars originated by the Tuckfields are listed in the International Camellia
Register as having been registered with the Australian Camellia Research Society.
The International Camellia Register, with two later supplements, was published in 1993, and is
referred to by Happell as the ‘bible’ of camellias. It was compiled by camellia expert and
aeronautical engineer Thomas Savige OAM (1913–1999), and lists and describes every known
camellia in the world. (Happell 2017) Savige planted and raised camellias in his own suburban
garden in Canterbury, Melbourne, and joined the Australian and New Zealand Camellia
Research Society in 1956. Clough writes that ‘for the rest of his life, Savige was involved in
national and international organisations, culminating in the presidency of the International
Camellia Society (1977–82)’ (Clough in Aitken and Looker 2002, 535-536). The Camellia
Society became the authority for the registration of camellias in 1962. Savige was appointed
registrar in 1980, a position that suited his special interest in nomenclature (Clough in Aitken
and Looker 2002, 535-536). Savige and Tuckfield were fellow members of the ACRS, worked
together as officer bearers in different roles, and competed in shows against one another
(ACRS Newsletter, various).
Register cultivars, originated by Tuckfield at Clover Cottage, Berwick, are:
1. Camellia reticulata ‘Amy Pearson’ 1974
2. Camellia hybrid ‘Bellbird’ 1970
3. Camellia reticulata ‘Caledo’, 1968
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

Camellia japonica ‘Cardinia’ 1962
Camellia reticulata ‘Cezanne’ 1971
Camellia japonica ‘Courtesan’ 1971
Camellia japonica ‘Courtesan Rouge’ 1971
Camellia reticulata ‘El Greco’ 1971
Camellia reticulata ‘Fred.S.Tuckfield’ 1968
Camellia reticulata ‘Gainsborough’ 1971
Camellia hybrid ‘Gay Magnolia’ 1969
Camellia hybrid ‘Harem’ 1971
Camellia reticulata ‘Harkaway’ 1971
Camellia reticulata ‘Janus’ 1968
Camellia reticulata ‘Jill Tuckfield’ 1976
Camellia hybrid ‘Lollypop’ 1971
Camellia hybrid ’Muriel Tuckfield’ 1974
Camellia reticulata ‘Murillo’(Tuckfield) 1968
Camellia reticulata ‘Overture’ 1971
Camellia x williamsii ‘Robin Rise’ 1982 (note the late registration; but this camellia had first
flowered in 1972)
Camellia reticulata ‘Samantha’ 1967
Camellia japonica ‘Sea Pearl’ 1971
Camellia reticulata ‘Star of India’ 1971
Camellia hybrid ’Turkish Delight’ 1968
Camellia japonica ‘Vagabond’ 1971
Camellia reticulata ‘ Joyce Adele Brooks’ (originated by Muriel Tuckfield in 1979)

Tuckfield’s contributions to camellia research and to the ACRS, especially its Victorian Branch
activities, were thus many and varied; representing a happy blend of his tea business, his tearelated travel and connections, and his interests in camellia research and landscape design.
Tuckfield seems to have regarded his own contributions with humility and understatement,
referring to his efforts self-effacingly as an ‘amatuer’ and his camellia research and
experimentation as ‘a hobby’ (ACRS Victorian Newsletter Apr 1969, 1). Tuckfield was, however,
highly esteemed by his peers in the as an experienced and talented camellia breeder. He was
acknowledged as an equal by the camellia fraternity in Victoria.
As recipient of the EG Waterhouse medal in 1969, Tuckfield’s contributions to horticulture
with respect to camellias were formally recognised. Presenting the award, Jessep made mention
of Tuckfield’s ‘… long interest and contributions to horticulture, particularly in landscape
design and camellias. His research work especially with Reticulata seedlings had been an
outstanding contribution.’ (ACRS Victorian Newsletter Apr 1969, 1). In his obituary, Tuckfield
was recognised as ‘one of Australia’s leading authorities on camellias’ (Age 20 Sep 1973, 5).
5.2.3 John Stevens (1920–2007), landscape consultant

(Supersedes Context Pty Ltd 2004, 3; and Context 2017 revised citation, p5)
Noted landscape consultant and landscape designer John Stevens (1920-2007) is credited by
Associate Professor Andrew Saniga as ‘carving a new niche for [the profession of] landscape
architecture’. (Saniga 2012, 77) Stevens studied horticulture at Burnley in 1938 and graduated
with a Bachelor of Agricultural Science degree from the University of Melbourne in 1949. His
early work was with Emily Gibson (1887–1974); Gibson is acknowledged for setting important
precedents for professional work in landscape design. His experience with Gibson on large
scale industrial projects gave Stevens the experience and encouragement to launch his own
career.
In 1952 Stevens was ‘one of the first to open a landscape consulting practice’ (Saniga 2012, 77).
Stevens designed landscapes for a number of prominent architectural firms in Melbourne,
including Bates Smart McCutcheon, Roy Grounds, Robin Boyd, Stephenson & Turner.
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Professor Philip Goad has written how ‘the scope and variety of projects [by Stevens] set new
standards for non-residential garden design in Australia.’ (Goad in Aitken & Looker 2002, 569)
Stevens was landscape architect for the ANU from 1964 to 1977, returning in 1977 to practice
in Melbourne. Stevens was a founding member of the Australian Institute of Landscape
Architects and was also active in heritage conservation. (Context 2004, 3)
Saniga writes that ‘increasingly, Stevens was engaged for commercial and institutional projects’,
and from 1955 this included projects ‘such as ICI House in Melbourne (1955–58), Monash
University (1958–63) [and] the ETA Factory, Braybrook (1958–59)…’ (Saniga 2012, 78).
Stevens was passionate about plants, and used them skilfully in his landscape designs in what
Saniga has described as his ‘unrelenting … pursuit of design through the medium of living
things’ (Saniga 2008, 15).
While Stevens’ commercial and industrial landscapes have been studied (including by Saniga,
2012), less is known about his residential work. The earliest known residential garden by
Stevens is the garden in Eaglemont for Mr F Olmeadow (1951). Another early residential
commission was for the residence of Mr & Mrs Roy Grounds, 24 Hill Street in Toorak (1954)
(SLV LTAD 135). Other early residential commissions contemporaneous with the Tuckfield
garden included garden designs and/or planting plans for Mr & Mrs Kenneth Myer at Davey’s
Bay (1957–59), Mr & Mrs Woodburn at 11 Hughes Street, Montmorency (1959), Dr G
Hallows at Frontage Way, Mornington (1960), Mr & Mrs AH Tolley at Windfield Road, Box
Hill (1962), and Dr & Mrs Sinn, Lisbouy Court, Toorak (1962) (SLV LTAD 135).
Saniga writes how ‘Stevens’ earlier designs often featured a mix of Australian native and exotic
plants, which he was able to combine and contrast in complex and innovative ways.’ (Saniga
2012, 79) The example Saniga cites as exemplifying complexity and innovation is the garden
Stevens designed in 1954 for Roy Grounds in Toorak. The small sample of other early
residential garden designs and planting plans viewed in the SLV collection also demonstrate
Stevens ability to design with rich and diverse combinations of plant material. Some of these
early gardens feature a mix of Australian native and exotic plants, and others feature
predominantly Australian native plants. The planting scheme for the Myer garden shows
mostly Australian native plants, although also incorporating existing Australian native and nonnative trees. The trees, shrubs and other plants selected for garden beds in the Grounds, Sinn,
and Hollows, for example, display a rich diversity of species, making them comparable –
although each in different ways – to the garden Stevens designed for Tuckfield. (SLV LTAD
135)
Other comparable features include boulders in lawn, the incorporation of pre-existing trees
and gardens into his design, and biomorphic shaped gardens beds for displaying plants and
creating areas of sweeping lawn. The sculptural use of boulders in lawn are visible in the
Tuckfield garden in 1968 and 1971. Stevens also used boulders in lawn in his designs for the
Olmeadow garden in Eaglemont (1951).
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Figure 5.6 Photograph of the Tuckfields’ garden published in 1968 and 1971 issues of the
The Gazette, showing the view from the cottage verandah into the front garden and
towards the bur oak. Note the camellias in pots on the verandah and the sculptural
placement of large boulders in the lawn. (6 August 1971, np, in NT file B3208)

All the residential gardens viewed incorporated existing trees in the designs. Garden beds in
the Myer garden (1957–59) and the garden beds and a small ornamental pool in the Hallows
garden reflect the biomorphic garden bed shapes that are clearly visible in the 1960 aerial image
of the Tuckfield garden. Likewise, in Stevens design for the ‘the layout and planting for the
CRA building (1962) ‘reflected biomorphic landscape design characteristic of the work of
South American Roberto Burle Marx.’ (Saniga 2012, 82)
Prominent designs by Stevens include the ICI House in Melbourne (1955–58), the nowdemolished Conzinc Rio-Tinto Australia (CRA) forecourt at 95 Collins Street, Melbourne
(1962), Melbourne’s Monash University (1958–63), and many aspects of the campus at the
Australian National University (1964–77) (Saniga 2008, 15). A number of these projects
included designs for courtyards. Saniga writes that Stevens ‘claimed his most representative
courtyard work was the 1962 commission for the Conzinc Rio-Tinto forecourt. The layout of
the garden beds for the Conzinc Rio-Tinto forecourt, said to reflect the characteristically
biomorphic landscape designs of Roberto Burle Marx, is comparable to, if slightly more
angular than, the garden beds laid out in the western part of the garden Stevens designed for
Tuckfield around five years earlier in 1955.
Comparing Stevens’ designs for both commercial and residential gardens, similar biomorphic
shapes to Stevens’ commercial courtyard landscapes can be observed. In other residential
gardens, in the shape of garden beds and pools: garden beds at the Kenneth Myer garden,
Davey’s Bay (1957), and the Warne-Smith garden, Bambra Road, Caulfield (no date); garden
beds and a small pool at the Winifred Road garden, Box Hill (1962). The large boulders set in
lawn, visible in one or two newspaper photographs of the Tuckfield garden, were observed in
drawings for a garden by Stevens in Eaglemont in 1951.
Stevens’ own garden’s is said to have ‘design derived from a previous structure’ (Saniga 2008,
15). Likewise, the garden he designed for Tuckfield at Clover Cottage (both the western and
eastern gardens) incorporated the mature trees existing on the property, and the western
garden was designed to relate to the pre-existing c.1900 cottage. The residential gardens already
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noted above that were designed by Stevens at around the same time he designed the Tuckfield
garden, also incorporated pre-existing elements, in particular mature trees.
In summary, the display garden designed by Stevens for Tuckfield at his Berwick property
included features that are strongly characteristic of John Stevens’ acclaimed garden designs;
among them, the garden beds in biomorphic shapes, the use of garden beds to define areas of
sweeping lawn, a garden design that respects and incorporates pre-existing features, and the
sculptural use of boulders in lawn.
No drawings or planting plans for the Tuckfield garden at Manuka Road, Berwick, were found
in the Collection of landscape design drawings at the SLV (LTAD 135), as noted above in
Section 1.4. However, their existence should not yet be ruled out, and the SLV collection
should be rechecked once the content has been catalogued.

5.3 Physical description
5.3.1 Introduction

The following section builds on the Physical Description contained in the Revised Heritage
Citation report (C231 Amendment report, Context May 2017). It includes significant new work
on part of the camellia collection; the part southeast of the cottage, in the location of the
former shadehouse only, noting that many camellias are distributed throughout the gardens.
Some details have been clarified or corrected. For ease of comparison, new or revised text is
shown underlined, deleted text is also shown (using strikethrough font).
5.3.2 Physical description (incorporating new evidence, February 2018)

Clover Cottage and Garden is a later Victorian timber double fronted timber residence with a
corrugated galvanised iron steel hipped roof. The residence is surrounded on three sides by a
return verandah, with a concave roof profile, also in corrugated iron, supported by timber
verandah. The verandah has a timber valance, curved brackets, paired posts and a wrought iron
balustrade. The verandah appears to have been replaced in the past to accommodate
extensions, although it may replicate some decorative features and materials of the original.
The house, originally a symmetrically arranged simple residence, typical of the late Victorian
period has been added to substantially in the form of additions to both sides, and the rear. The
windows and window openings on the facade and the north and south elevations, originally
likely to have been double hung timber windows, have been replaced with full length modern
timber French doors. The original door has also been replaced. One original window, a simple
double hung sash window survives on the southern elevation. The additions to the residence
have multipaned windows.
Immediate to the southeast of the residence are the remnants of structures and paving
associated with Frederick Tuckfield’s camellia growing, breeding and developing enterprise
activities. The ruins of a Camellia shelter, the shadehouse (apparently visible and intact in air
photos from c. 1975 1970 to at least 1980; the roof is no longer visible by 1994) [Andrew Long
& Associates, 2016, 8] is represented by a rectangular structure with horizontal timber lath
fencing sides to approximately 1.8m is in fair to poor condition.
Between 1960 and 1970, the large rectangular shadehouse structure with a small rectangular
garden adjacent to its east, appears at the centre of the study area. This structure is the
shadehouse, also referred to as a ‘camellia shelter’ in the Context reports (1993 and 2004) and
‘fernery’ in the Context (2004) and Andrew Long (2016) reports. A formal garden was created
adjacent to the east of the shadehouse, rectangular in plan with a circular garden bed. These
features first appear in the historical aerial photography in 1970. Both the shadehouse and
adjoining rectangular garden were made by 1966 and functioning (ACRS Newsletter Sep 1966,
3).
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Figure 5.7 The vista from the shadehouse looking east across a formal garden with
circular bed towards the Cardinia Creek (Gazette, 19 Jan 1968).
In 2004, the shadehouse had horizontal lath timber fencing to approximately six feet high
(Context 2004, 6), remnants of which remain on three sides, when inspected in November
2017 by Ms Jenny Happell. A timber roof in disrepair was apparently removed in the late
1980s (Context 2004, 6). Some timber upright posts remain within the shadehouse area,
evidence of the former roof-like covering.

Figure 5.8 View of the ‘interior’ of the
shadehouse, showing timber lath sides
(Happell, November 2017)
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Figure 5.9 Exterior view the shadehouse,
showing timber lath sides (Happell,
November 2017)
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Adjacent to the shadehouse is the relatively intact red brick-based green glasshouse, also used
for propagation of the camellias. The glasshouse is described as a ‘heated glass house’ in a 1975
description of the property (Herald, 27 Nov 1975, n.p., in NT file B3805). The green
glasshouse has many broken panes of glass, but is otherwise in good condition. A series of red
brick paved paths intersect this area, connecting the surviving structures, and those associated
structures that have been demolished. There are also Naturalistic rockery edging, earthen paths
within the shadehouse, and some stepping stones in this area which remain and are part of a
previous design.
Contemporary newspapers reported that much of Tuckfield’s breeding work was carried out in
the glasshouse and shadehouse (Gazette 6 Oct 1968, np, NT file B3805). One article of 1968,
informed readers that ‘incidentally, in the shade-house are to be found the real gems of the
Tuckfield camellia collection. For some of the plants, camellia fanciers all over the world
would be prepared to pay fabulous prices’ (Gazette 6 Oct 1968, np, NT file B3805).

Figure 5.10 Glasshouse, partially obscured
by Cupressus sempervirons, with red brick
base (Happell, November 2017)

Figure 5.11 Paths through the shadehouse
with rock edging, important evidence of the
‘display’ function of this area (Happell,
November 2017)

Two modern free standing iron and weatherboard sheds are also located in this area, and are
later additions, un-related to the period pre-1975.
The garden comprises two main areas, with plus a centralised garden interface area.
represented by the redbrick paving, the glasshouse, the shadehouse, and residential garden
immediate to the rear of the residence, from the planting immediate to the front of the house,
through to the two Golden Elms set in lawn at the rear of the residence.
The centralised garden interface area refers to the redbrick paving, the glasshouse, the
shadehouse, and the residential garden to the immediate rear of the residence. It includes the
planting immediate to the front of the house, and the garden to the rear of the house as far as
the two Golden Elms set in lawn at the rear of the cottage.
The second first area relates refers to the exotic display garden which extends from the
residential garden to the north, south and west through to Manuka Road. This includes mature
exotic trees which predate the John Stevens design and relate to the earlier periods of
ownership, as well as the hard and soft landscaping, and plantings, notably mature trees of
mixed species and mixed foliage colours and textures, associated with John Stevens’ 1955
design. Integrated into the existing fabric is clearly a range of shrubs, particularly camellias
which were added to the garden by Tuckfield in the period c.1955–73, and later plantings and
modifications undertaken by during the Chipperfields and Trevor Burr period 1976–2016.
The first second area is located between Cardinia Creek and the residential garden interface
described above. This is the area where John Stevens’ design the ‘native’ gardens for
Tuckfield. It was implemented by 1970, subsequent to the exotic display garden. There area a
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few specimen trees and clusters of native trees which survive in this area, although the integrity
of the layout and planting design in this area has been mainly partially lost or overlaid with new
gardens or features, such as horse yards, rose gardens, fruit trees, lawns and other items.
Introduction of the easement c.1978–80 resulted in significant loss of trees, a corridor of
which were completely removed. The 1970 aerial photograph shows that the plantation of fruit
trees and roses were introduced during the Tuckfield era; the lemons were part of Tuckfield’s
commercial lemon grove. The same image shows that lawn areas were part of the rear garden
landscaping when it was implemented before 1970. The rows of fruit trees and roses and areas
of lawn to the immediate rear of the shadehouse and its adjacent display garden were
important features dating from the Tuckfield period.

Figure 5.12 By 1978, the trees planted in the ‘native’ garden area were maturing towards
a denser canopy. (Berwick Cardinia Creek 1978 January 1, Local History Collection,
Casey Cardinia Libraries)

Figure 5.13 By 1980, with the introduction of the easement, a strip of vegetation was
lost. (1980, 1125 Run 003 n106 Vic 3530 Cranbourne, City of Casey)

Native trees which a clearly identifiable as remnants of Stevens’ 1955 design include specimens
of Grevillea robusta Silky Oak, Melaleuca sp. Melaleuca, Banksia integrifolia Coastal Banksia, Banksia
marginata Silver Banksia, Casuarina stricta She Oak, Casuarina sp. Casuarina, Lophostemon confertus
Brush Box, Agonis flexuosa Willow Myrtle, and some species of eucalyptus and corymbia. A
particularly fine example of Ulmus glabra ‘Lutea’ Golden Elm is located on the area of lawn
between the residential garden and the native gardens, originally designed to create a transition
through counterpoint with the grey-green native foliage.
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The earliest trees in this area date from the late nineteenth century or early twentieth century,
and are outstanding in terms of their age, size and form. Generally, these trees are in very good
condition for their age. The species which appear to represent this early planting are various
mature specimens of Poplar, Elm and Oak, including a magnificent specimen of Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa located between the rear of modern restaurant building and the front of the
timber residence.
Boundary plantings of Cypress and Pine to the north, south and west appear to be later, and
may date from the subdivision of the original 21-acre lot, in the mid twentieth century. These
plantings are important historically however. The provide evidence of the earlier garden
associated with the cottage. as theyThey also give the gardens an enclosed, private sense of
place, with the additional benefit of creating a protected and sheltered microclimate, which has
allowed the highly ornamental and often delicate specimens within the gardens to flourish.
The numerous serpentine edged garden beds which intersect areas of sweeping lawn, and
create in places intimate garden rooms, walks and spaces, are densely planted with a variety of
shrubs, with Camellia being the predominant visual display plant throughout. The site
inspection confirmed that a large proportion of the design and layout of the garden beds,
walks, driveway (along the northern boundary), spaces and lawns and retained specimen trees
are consistent with Stevens' original design. Similarly, the shrubbery beds, dense with camellias
an interplanted in and around existing and new exotic tree species is also part of this design.
Many new garden beds have been added, including at the base of a number of mature
specimen trees. Many of the beds are rock edged, which is typical of the rural residential
garden design of the mid-twentieth century, and may date to this period. Fewer beds, such as
the large garden bed to the immediate south of the cottage, are in part spade-edged which also
may date from the mid-twentieth century era of the garden. Some areas have been stabilised
with the insertion of cement mortar between the rocks, which is likely to have been a later
addition, possibly associated with the public use of the place. Garden beds closer to the
restaurant itself (c. 1980s) are bluestone with cement mortar, and the plantings and
construction of these beds is sympathetic to the rest of the gardens, but clearly modern. An
elongated pond has been formed in a low part of the front display garden, in part with soft
edges, in other parts edged with volcanic rock. An elongated dark shape visible in the 1960
aerial photograph suggests the pond existed by 1960, and its biomorphic shape is consistent
with John Stevens’ design ethos; thus it is likely to form part of the Stevens’ design. The
concrete paving and bluestone retaining walls surrounding the pond are later additions. The
paths, driveway entrances and other access areas are topped with fine gravel.
An ornate fence with stone piers and transparent palisades with prominent entry gateway
(setback) provide a transparent boundary between the carpark and the display garden.
Mature specimens of exotic trees which appear to date from Stevens' design in the modern
display area include, but are not limited to Cupressus macrocarpa and C. macrocarpa 'Aurea'
Monterey Cypress and Golden Cypress, Cedrus atlantica and C. atlantica forma 'Glauca' Atlas
Cedar and Blue Atlantic Cedar, Ulmus glabra ''Lutea' and U. minor 'varigata' Silver Elm and
Golden Elm, Populus species Poplar, Quercus robur, Q. canariensis and Q. macrocarpa English Oak,
Algerian Oak and Bur Oak, and Pinus radiata Monterey Pine.
Camellia collection

There is a rich and varied collection of both Camellia sasanqua and Camellia reticulata dating from
the c.1955–73 period, as well as other species of camellias and varieties and forms which have
continued to be added during and after Tuckfield’s ownership of the site. It is likely that many
specimens were bred or grown by Tuckfield, either in his North Caulfield home, or at Clover
Cottage, or were brought to the property from his North Caulfield home. Tuckfield developed,
grew and bred camellias, and had registered originated 25 camellia cultivars (listed already in
the history section 5.2.2), many of which is are highly likely to survive in the gardens at Clover
Cottage.
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A survey of the camellias within the area of the former shadehouse was undertaken by Ms
Jenny Happell in November 2017, with the objective of determining which species are present.
The results of this survey follow.
A significant number of camellias was identified by Ms Happell within the shadehouse area;
102 were counted during her inspection on 8 November 2017. The camellias are planted in
rows, with two paths through the middle of the area. The camellias are planted close together,
mostly only a few feet apart, and there are several mature pittosporums growing amongst
them. Presumably because of the close planting and competition for light, most of the
camellias have grown quite tall, and the whole of this area is now in dense shade. The camellias
have ceased to be shrubs; rather they are small trees with trunks, some over 30 feet tall, topped
with leafy canopies.

Figure 5.14 Showing height of camellias,
competing for light (Happell, November
2017)

Figure 5.15 Showing leaf growth at bases
(Happell, November 2017)

These camellias appear to have been neglected for some time. There is a lot of leaf growth at
the bases of many of them, which is probably coming from rootstock. (It has always been a
common practice to graft selected camellias on to a rootstock, and sometimes the rootstock
will send out shoots at the base of the trunk which have to be removed, because they are not
part of the desired plant, and will weaken it and even take over it if not cut off. Whether it is
rootstock or not is more easily determined during the flowering season.
The camellias in this area are mature established plants, and probably range from 40 to 60 years
old. They are mostly cultivars of Camellia reticulata, Camellia japonica, and Camellia sasanqua, with a
smaller number of hybrid camellias. One species was noted – Camellia salicifolia. Camellia sinensis
did not appear to be there (C. sinensis is the camellia plant whose leaves yield tea).
The camellias on the south side of this grouping appeared to be older than the rest. These
camellias were mostly Camellia reticulata.
Discussion of significance of the camellias
Definitive conclusions about the significance of the camellias could not be made. As already
noted in Section 1.4 above, the camellias in the shadehouse area were surveyed by Ms Happell
very late in the flowering season, on 8 November 2017, meaning very few flowers were
available for identification (flowers are a key character for identification). Ms Happell was not
permitted to survey the camellias elsewhere throughout the gardens.
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According to Happell, however, it is highly probable the camellia collection at Clover Cottage
includes many notable plants of historical or botanical interest (Happell, 2017). This
summation was confirmed by president of the International Camellia Society, Dr Stephen
Utick, who believes the Tuckfield collection may include camellia cultivars originated by
Tuckfield, as well as wild species, cloned cultivars and hybrids of reticulatas (C. reticulata
crossed with japonicas, for example) with lovely horticultural characteristics, collected or
grown by Tuckfield (Dr Stephen Utick, pers. comm., via email to Dr Christina Dyson, 12 Jan
2018).
Dr Utick explains the meaning of the following terms:





A clone: in this horticultural context, a clone is ‘a somatic mutation selected by humans and
subsequently cultivated by cutting or grafted onto an understock (like many fruit trees, for
example). You cannot propagate cloned cultivars by seed as you lose the precise required
characteristics, even if seeds are available.’
A cultivar: ‘a selected, named variety, which may be a clone, or hybrid, or a selection within
a species. There are well over 50,000 cultivars of camellias globally.’
A named clone: ‘a cultivar, but a cultivar may not necessarily be a clone (i.e. it may be bred
within a species or be a selected seedling, or be a hybrid between species or with offspring
species)’ (Dr Stephen Utick, pers. comm., via email to Dr Christina Dyson, 12 Jan 2018).

The Tuckfield collection may include rare camellias that are not represented in other gardens
or collections, in Australia or globally.
Other important camellia collections in Australia have been checked to see if they contain
cultivars originated by Tuckfield:




EG Waterhouse National Camellia Gardens, Sutherland Shire, NSW
o

‘Janus’ was propagated, but lost from Waterhouse collection



‘Caledo’ possibly included in Waterhouse collection (Dr Stephen Utick, pers.
comm., via email to Dr Christina Dyson, 12 Jan 2018)

Eryldene, Gordon, NSW (home of Professor EG Waterhouse)




No Tuckfield cultivars recorded in the collection (Helen Wallace, Chair, Garden
Council at Eryldene, Gordon, NSW, pers. comm., email to Dr Christina Dyson,
15 Jan 2018)

Camellia Collection, Melbourne Garden, Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria, Melbourne,
Victoria (named the Australian National Reference Collection by the ACRS in 1996)
 C. reticulata ‘Amy Pearson’
 C. reticulata ‘Fred S. Tuckfield’
 Camellia hybrid ‘Lollypop’



o

C. reticulata ‘Joyce Adele Brooks’ no longer in RGB Melbourne Gardens collection
 succumbed during drought years

o

Camellia ‘Turkish Delight’ (hybrid) no longer in RGB Melbourne Gardens
collection  succumbed during drought years (Jenny Happell, email
correspondence to Dr Christina Dyson, 28 Jan 2018)

Stangate Gardens, South Australia (Garden of Excellence, declared by ICS), has:
 ‘El Greco’
 ‘Murillo’
 ‘Overture’
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 ‘Samantha’ (Kevin Bowden, Camellia Society Adelaide Hills, pers. comm., email to
Dr Christina Dyson, 15 Jan 2018)


Edgar Sieber collection


Unconfirmed

Conclusion: seven of the twenty-five cultivars originated by Tuckfield are known to be
represented in other Australian camellia collections, with an additional one (‘Caledo’)
unconfirmed. Three other camellia cultivars original by Tuckfield have been lost from these
collections over the past decade or so.
The camellias in the gardens and shadehouse at Clover Cottage may be extremely rare, and if
lost, gone forever. The Tuckfield collection could contain reference material that is not
represented in other important collections of camellias, including other rare camellias (i.e. not
only the Tuckfield cultivars).
All camellias in the gardens at Clover Cottage should be re-surveyed, in winter (i.e. September)
for C. reticulata cultivars and in January–February for C. japonica cultivars.
Integrity
In terms of the integrity of camellias in this part of the study area, it was not possible to assess
without proper identification. However, 102 camellia plants just within the shadehouse area is
a remarkably significant number for a single genus private collection, especially taking into
account that some plants were possibly removed or died.
It is acknowledged that some plants may have been removed or lost. In addition to the
removal of some plants by Mrs Tuckfield (already noted above), John Chipperfield explained
he and his partner had problems watering the large garden. This was reported as especially so
during the dry years of 1981–83, and the drought years from 2000 until 2011. Chipperfield
reported that many plants were lost; it is not clear how many camellias succumbed.
Mr Chipperfield maintains that a large number of the camellias planted in the area of the
shadehouse by the Tuckfields were unregistered seedlings with flowers of few petals,
presumably plants that they had bred, and were not worth keeping. This view, however, does
not seem consistent with records and contemporary reports of visits to the shadehouse by the
ACRS, discussed in section 3.2.1 Place History above.
Naturalistic rockery edging and some stepping stones demonstrate an intentional previous
design for ease of movement through the shadehouse. The shadehouse may have been used as
a nursery and growing-on area for new plants. However, it was also for display of delicate
species, as demonstrated by its internal layout and decorative rockwork and edging. Like the
front display garden, it was also a showplace.
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Figure 5.16 Naturalistic rockery edging and
pathways through the shadehouse camellias
(Happell, November 2017)

Figure 5.17 Another view of naturalistic
rockery edging and pathways through the
shadehouse camellias (Happell, November
2017)

Views to the cottage are framed by the placement of garden beds and specimen trees, and are a
key aspect of the design of the garden. The approach through the garden to the cottage itself
also provides variety and interest as different areas of the garden present themselves in a
deliberate design.
The frontage to Manuka Road has modern stone entrance piers and fencing, and is defined by
a row of Cypress (c.1950-1970). This leads immediately to a large gravel parking area running
parallel with Manuka Road and another curved driveway leading to the cottage. There are a
number of smaller modern built structures and shelters located throughout the garden. These
are constructed of timber and iron. There are three fountains, all of which have a separate
provenance to the site itself, and were installed in the period 1980-2000. Similarly, the large
wrought iron entrance gates and stone piers and fencing at front of the modern restaurant are
believed to date from C. 1850 and were imported by the previous owner from a cemetery in
England in the 1980s. The wrought iron is marked Chas. Marshall Pty. Ltd.
The exotic display garden is in excellent condition (Context, May 2017), and believed to retain
a high degree of integrity. Many new garden beds have been added, but comparison of the
layout of the garden shown on the 1960 aerial photo with evidence on the ground reveals that
a remarkable amount of the c.1955 garden design has been retained (in outline plus mature
trees) with edging fabric added. Many of the curved-edge garden beds attributable to John
Stevens remain. This includes the long garden bed between the driveway and northern
boundary fence (the east end of which is level with the north corner of the restaurant building),
part of the serpentine outline of the garden bed within the front display garden near the ornate
front fence (northern end), noting that the ends of the serpentine edge here have been altered;
the pond; and the garden bed and path layout that fill a large area in the south east corner of
the front display garden. Two boulders define a gateway near the cottage from the front garden
to the northern driveway. They are close to but not precisely in the same location as visible in a
c.1968 photograph shown in Figure 5.6 above. Much of the mature tree canopy in the front
part of the garden is likely to date from mid-century and therefore the c.1955 John Stevens
design. The mature large trees of mixed species and mixed foliage colours and textures,
associated with John Stevens’ 1955 design form a strong part of the front garden’s character.
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6.0 SIGNIFICANCE
6.1 Introduction
The following section amends and updates the Statement of Significance contained in the
Revised Heritage Citation report (C231 Amendment report, Context, May 2017), based on new
information.
Two new criteria have been added to the Statement of Significance, in the ‘How is it
significant?’ and ‘Why is it significant?’ sections:




Criterion C: Scientific, for the ongoing research potential of the garden with respect to the
camellia collection. New evidence from historical research and comparative analysis has
strongly underscored the importance of the camellia collection for ongoing research into
this aspect of Victoria’s horticultural history and as a reference collection.
Criterion F: Technical. The previous Statement of Significance (Context, May 2017)
identified the place as meeting the threshold for Criterion F (technical significance) but did
not include ‘technical’ in the ‘How is it significant?’ section.

6.2 Statement of significance
What is Significant?

Clover Cottage and gardens, at 54-60 Manuka Road, Berwick. The significant elements of the
place are:







The collection of Camellia species and varieties, many of which were bred, grown and or
planted by Frederick Tuckfield c.1955-1973.
The front (or western) display garden, its design and layout, and planting, designed by
landscape consultant John Stevens c.1955, incorporating earlier plantings and the preexisting residential garden immediate to the dwelling.
The specimen tree of Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak in the front garden of the cottage (at the
rear of the modern restaurant building)
The red-brick based glasshouse, remnant paving, timber camellia shelter shadehouse
remains, and adjoining display garden, c.196065 1955-60
the timber residence c.1900 with later additions, to the extent of its location on the lot, the
form of the building and roof.
the boundary plantings of Cypress and Pine

The following structures and elements are not significant: all modern shelters, pergolas,
carports, garages, rotundas, the 1980s restaurant, paving, garden beds and stone walls at the
front of the modern restaurant, front entrance gates, carparking areas, the fountains imported
from France and England c. 1980s (with the exception of the c.1802 hand-carved convict
sandstone fountain imported from Tasmania), c.1850 gates and fence at the front of the
restaurant.
How is it Significant?

Clover Cottage and gardens are of local historical, and aesthetic, technical and scientific
significance to the City of Casey.
Why is it Significant?

Historically, the timber residence c.1900 and the early mature specimens of exotic trees (now
part of the c.1955 front ‘display’ garden, are significant as fabric which represents the late
nineteenth century development of small self-sufficient farms in the suburban areas immediate
to township settlements such as Berwick. Although the timber cottage itself is altered, and the
trees from this period have been incorporated into a later design, the cottage's form and
materials, and its location and setting clearly denote it as a Victorian farmhouse. Its location on
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a large (if reduced from the original 21 acres) lot, and placement, set well back from Manuka
Road, on a rise above Cardinia Creek clearly distinguish it from other similar building types
from the same period in the township of Berwick. (Criterion A)
Of further historical significance is the remaining front ‘display’ garden designed by John
Stevens' garden design, as a rare surviving example of this prominent landscape architect’s
consultant’s early residential work, which survives with a high degree of integrity. There are no
other known examples of a designed residential landscape from the mid twentieth century
within the municipality. Other examples of designed landscapes are generally public, or much
earlier Victorian designs (although few are associated with a proven designer), or have been
substantially altered through subdivision or simplification, such as 'Edrington', 'Hillsley', 'Eyre
Court' and 'Tulliallan'. The only other comparable example from this mid-twentieth century
period is the home gardener designed cactus collection and exotic garden at 4 Central Road,
Hallam Hampton Park (HO124), which is a modest residential garden. (Criterion A, B and G)
The front ‘display’ garden is of aesthetic significance as a design which creates a sense of
overall enclosure, with a series of enclosed spaces within, represented by intimate walks and
spaces, garden rooms and large shrubberies which separate broad swathes of open lawn. The
design, which incorporated existing mature trees, creates a sense of anticipation through its use
of the shrubberies and serpentine lines to create contrasts between light and dark spaces,
provide contrasts in texture and create filtered landscape views. (Criterion E)
The mature exotic garden commissioned by Frederick Tuckfield and designed by John Stevens
is of historical (associative) significance for its direct and strong association with Stevens and
Tuckfield, as evidenced through:
- the integrity of Stevens' surviving garden design (including layout, mature tree planting)
specifically designed as a display garden for Tuckfields's substantial Camellia collection;
- the high percentage large number of Camellia species, varieties and forms which survive
throughout the garden, many of which were collected, bred, grown or developed by Frederick
Tuckfield.
The direct association with both Stevens and Tuckfield is evident both in the physical fabric
set out above, as well as through documentary and oral sources, including verbal recordings of
John Stevens, local and State newspaper articles relating to the community and scientific use of
the place and the Camellia collection, records of the Australian Camellia Research Society, and
records of the plants developed by Tuckfield held by the Camellia Society of Victoria. The now
mature layer of mid-twentieth century planting, in particular the Camellia collection, along with
the remnant Camellia shelter shadehouse and adjacent display garden, the brick-based
glasshouse and paving enriches the historical and associative significance of the place to
Frederick Tuckfield as it clearly demonstrates the passion and interest of Tuckfield in
collection collecting, breeding and creating new Camellia varieties, and furthering the genus.
(Criterion A and H)
The camellia collection itself, in its setting, is of scientific significance as a rare and unusually
large and diverse private collection of the genus in a residential setting. (Criterion F) In
addition, the mature Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa is of scientific (botanical) significance as a
particularly outstanding specimen of its species. (Criterion F)
The garden, the camellias, the shadehouse and glasshouse, are historically significant as the
material, tools and setting for Tuckfield’s nationally recognised efforts in camellia research,
especially with regard to C. reticulata seedlings, and as rare surviving evidence of Tuckfield’s
contributions to an important era in Victorian horticulture with respect to camellias. The
camellia collection is a potential resource for the ongoing study and conservation of rare and
historic camellias. The mature Bur Oak Quercus macrocarpa is of botanical significance as a
particularly outstanding example of its species. (Criteria A, C and F)
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7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS
7.1 HO49 ‘Clover Cottage’: curtilage
The current curtilage of HO49 is limited to the footprint of the c.1900 timber cottage (see
Figure 7.1).

Figure 7.1 HO49 Map prior to C231 Amendment (baseplan source: land.vic.gov.au)

The revised curtilage proposed as part of Planning Scheme Amendment C231 was determined
on the basis of new evidence and a reassessment of the significance of HO49 (see Figure 7.2).
It proposed an enlarged boundary for the curtilage that would protect all the significant
elements within the Heritage Overlay and maintain links between the cottage and garden as a
significant element in their own right.

Figure 7.2 HO49 Map (revised) prepared for the C231 Planning Scheme Amendment
(Context May 2017)

The new evidence and analysis of significance undertaken for this Statement of Evidence has
determined that the enlarged boundary for HO49, that was recommended in Planning Scheme
Amendment C231, more accurately included the elements that are integral to the significance
of the place.
The recommendation for an enlarged HO boundary, recommended in Planning Scheme
Amendment C231 (Context 2017) (reproduced in Figure 7.2), while based on new research,
was limited in scope because of time and budget constraints. These limitations were
acknowledged in the report (see Section 1.4 above).
In light of new evidence in this Statement of Evidence, and in order to comply with the
Practice Note ‘Applying the Heritage Overlay (January 2018), the curtilage for HO49 should
be further amended to more precisely include the significant elements of the heritage place.
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Substantial new evidence revealed through research undertaken for this report has further
clarified and refined understanding of the history and cultural heritage significance of ‘Clover
Cottage and Garden’ and its significant associations.
As a result of this new understanding of the place and its significance, it is recommended that
the Heritage Overlay polygon be further amended so that it accurately includes the significant
elements within the Heritage Overlay.
On this basis, an amended Heritage Overlay has been drawn, shown in Figure 7.3.

Figure 7.3 Recommended Heritage Overlay for HO49, subject to survey and ensuring all
significant elements are included with the boundary, based on new understanding of
significance (Source: Context February 2018).

The Heritage Overlay polygon has been amended as follows, relative to the curtilage
determined for Planning Scheme Amendment C231:





The western boundary is the same as the western boundary proposed in Planning Scheme
Amendment C231.
The northern and southern boundaries closely reflect the boundaries proposed in Planning
Scheme Amendment C231, except that the boundaries have been reduced in length; the
northern boundary by more than the southern boundary. This change reflects that the
significance of the eastern part of the gardens and the citrus plantation could not be
adequately justified at the local level.
Part of the eastern boundary has been pushed out to the east, to include the display garden
immediately adjacent to the east side of the shadehouse.

With regard to the boundary drawn above (Figure 7.3): On the site inspection (1 March 2018)
I observed that the boundary as drawn in Figure 7.3 excludes part or all of the glasshouse. The
red-brick based glasshouse is a significant element and should be included in the HO. As a
consequence of that observation, I recommend the following further change to the extent of
the HO:


The boundary be amended to include the red-brick based glasshouse.

7.2 Schedule to the Heritage Overlay
Consistent with the recommendations contained in the 2017 Context report, the Schedule to
the Heritage Overlay at Clause 43.01s should be amended as follows:
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The place name in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay should be changed to ‘Clover
Cottage and Gardens’ (emphasis added).
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Tree controls should be applied through the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay at Clause
43.01s.
External paint controls should be removed.

7.3 HERMES
A new Citation and Statement of Significance should be adopted for 54-60 Manuka Road,
Berwick, consistent with the revised curtilage as shown in Figure 7.3 of this Statement of
Evidence.
A new Heritage Citation Report that includes new evidence and a revised Statement of
Significance is included at Appendix B.
Once Planning Scheme Amendment C231 is passed, the new Heritage Citation Report should
be added to the HERMES database, to replace the existing Heritage Citation Report
(HERMES no. 62913).

49

STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE DR CHRISTINA DYSON

50

5460 MANUKA ROAD, BERWICK (HO49)

APPENDIX A SEQUENTIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 54-60
MANUKA ROAD, BERWICK (1960 TO PRESENT)
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Figure A-1. Base image is a detail of 1960 aerial photograph (0114 Run 033 n102 Vic 1085 Melbourne). (Source: Local History Collection, Casey
Cardinia Libraries)
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Figure A-2. Base image is a detail from Berwick Cardinia Creek 1970 Jan 28 (Source: Local History Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)

53

STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE DR CHRISTINA DYSON

Figure A-3. Base image is a detail from 1972 aerial photograph (0115 Run 050E n177 Vic 2570 Berwick) (Source: City of Casey)
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Figure A-4. Base image is a detail from Berwick Cardinia Creek 1974 Jan 23 (Source: Local History Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)
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Figure A-5. Base image is a detail from Berwick Cardinia Creek 1978 January 1 (Source: Local History Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)
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Figure A-6. Base image is a detail from Berwick Cardinia Creek 1994 May 4 (Source: Local History Collection, Casey Cardinia Libraries)
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Figure A-7. Base image is aerial imagery from landdata.vic.gov.au (2014)
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Figure A-8.
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APPENDIX B NEW HERITAGE CITATION REPORT
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