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1   Purpose
Council recognises the social, economic and environmental benefits of biodiversity, and is committed  
to providing a sustainable and healthy natural environment. 

The Biodiversity Strategy guides the planning, protection, engagement and restoration of biodiversity for the benefit of  
current and future generations.

2   Definitions
Biodiversity 
The variety of ecosystems, plants, animals and micro- organisms.

Bushland 
Bushland is an indigenous vegetation community providing 
ecological services as a natural asset and is generally one  
of the following types:

 › Remnant indigenous vegetation

 › Indigenous vegetation that has regenerated following 
disturbance

 › Indigenous revegetation re-establishing a vegetation 
community.

Conservation 
Means the protection, management, maintenance, sustainable 
use, restoration and improvement of biodiversity in the natural 
environment.

Council 
Means Casey City Council, being a body corporate constituted 
as a municipal Council under the Local Government Act 1989.

Council officer 
Means the Chief Executive Officer and staff of Council 
appointed by the Chief Executive Officer.

Enhance 
Means improving the quality, value and extent of biodiversity  
in the natural environment.

Flora 
The plant life occurring in a particular region or time, generally  
the naturally occurring or indigenous native plant life.

Fauna 
The animal life of any particular region or time.

Genetic Diversity 
The variety of genetic characteristics in a population.

Habitat 
The locality or natural home in which a plant, an animal  
or a group of closely associated organisms live.

Habitat Corridors 
Vegetation which provides a link between habitat patches.  
It does not need to be continuous.

Hotspot  
Significant areas that support native vegetation and natural 
ecosystems or habitats which are largely intact and where 
native species and communities within these ecosystems are 
well represented. They are also areas with a high diversity of 
locally significant species.  

Indigenous Species 
Indigenous species are those naturally found in a given  
region or ecosystem. Some species may be native to  
Australia but not indigenous to an area.

Indigenous Vegetation 
Indigenous vegetation includes plants that occur naturally  
in an area having evolved there over thousands of years.

Land owners/managers 
Any person or group delegated with the responsibility  
for managing a parcel of land.
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Offset site 
Revegetation that has occurred to compensate for the  
loss of vegetation where development has occurred.

Protect/Protection 
Means managing and maintaining biodiversity, with its array 
of ecosystems and habitats, species, populations, genes and 
ensuring the complex interactions between them are retained 
and persist into the future.

Ramsar wetlands 
The Ramsar convention is an intergovernmental treaty for  
the conservation and sustainable use of wetlands. Ramsar  
sites are wetlands of international importance to the lifecycle  
of plant and animal species.

Remnant vegetation 
Native vegetation that is established or has regenerated  
on a largely natural landform. The species present are  
those normally expected in that vegetation community.

Resilience 
The capacity of ecosystems, habitats, animals and the  
natural environment to adapt to changes and disturbances  
and rebuild itself, yet retain its basic functions and structures.

Restore 
Means renewing and re-establishing degraded, damaged or 
destroyed ecosystems and habitats in the natural environment 
to a state where they can function as naturally as possible.

Species 
A level of biological classification comprising one or more 
populations of individuals capable of interbreeding to produce 
fertile offspring.

Sustainability 
State in which biodiversity will remain diverse and productive 
over time, even though change will occur.

3   Scope
This document provides the strategic direction for the protection, 
conservation and enhancement of biodiversity. The Strategy 
applies to all biodiversity throughout the City of Casey.

 
4  Vision Statement

The City of Casey has a green and sustainable 
natural environment where biodiversity is healthy 
and resilient, actively cared for, valued and used  
by the community.

5   Context
5.1 What is Biodiversity?

Biodiversity is the variety and variability of all  
forms of life on earth – the micro- organisms,  
plant and animal species, the genes they contain  
and the communities they belong to.

Despite having a modified environment, Casey has significant 
biodiversity and high value natural areas which should be 
proactively planned for, managed and protected.

Malcolm Legg
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5.2 Environmental and Biodiversity Context  
in Casey

The City of Casey is located south east of  
Melbourne, covering an area of 409km2 and is  
part of the southeast growth corridor. The City  
of Casey is experiencing rapid population growth,  
with estimates indicating that the population will 
increase to over 500,000 by 2041. 

A challenge of rapid growth and development is ensuring there 
are natural green spaces available to everyone, including people 
in the growth corridor. Despite this, Council is committed to 
ensuring easy access to pockets of green spaces throughout 
the municipality.

The municipality encompasses a richly diverse and complex 
landscape and natural environment of urban, agricultural, 
forested, wetlands and coastal environments from the foothills 
of the Dandenong Ranges to Western Port that requires careful 
and considered planning.

Casey has a fragmented landscape due to past land use 
practices such as agriculture which impact biodiversity 
through habitat loss and the breaking apart of habitats. 
Linking and connecting habitats is of great importance to 
avert the detrimental impacts of land fragmentation. Council is 
committed through this strategy to linking habitats and creating 
habitat corridors to increase connectivity across landscapes.

The City of Casey’s 29 nature reserves are home to an array 
of flora and fauna, with each reserve playing a critical role in 
ensuring the environmental connectivity of the municipality. The 
reserves are home to rare and threatened species including the 
Southern Brown Bandicoot and Growling Grass Frog. Nature 
reserves contribute to the rural feel of Casey, provide varying 
environmental experiences and play an important role in the 
community’s health and wellbeing.

The City of Casey has a range of revegetation and vegetation 
offset sites that compensate for vegetation losses through the 
planning permit process. These sites significantly expand the 
biodiversity values across Casey. These biodiversity assets are 
identified in the following map.

Malcolm Legg
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Casey’s nature reserves are home to a number of flora and 
fauna and provide an array of exciting and varying environment 
experiences. Currently only 7% of native vegetation cover 
remains across Casey.

Casey’s 
Biodiversity Assets
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The traditional landowners have strong connections and 
values with the land, Casey’s biodiversity and natural 
environment. The value and importance of their traditional 
land management practices are well recognised. Casey is 
committed to incorporating traditional land management 
values and practices into our biodiversity planning 
and management approaches to benefit our wider 
environment.

In the 2003 Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy, it was 
determined that less than 7 percent of Casey’s remnant 
vegetation remained, of which two thirds was moderately 
to severely degraded. Now, due to factors including 
population growth and increased development the 
percentage of remnant vegetation remaining is expected 
to have significantly reduced. 

Casey is fortunate to be home to a significant range of 
flora and fauna including, indigenous species and species 
of regional, national and international significance. Table 1 
demonstrates the diversity of indigenous flora and fauna 
throughout the municipality.

In addition, Casey is home to several large waterbodies 
which provide important aquatic habitats. The aquatic 
habitats are home to a range of species, including those 
listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act (EPBC) such as the Dwarf Galaxias and 
Australian Grayling. Water management is a core priority for 
Casey, and the aquatic habitats play an important role in 
ecosystem function, water treatment and stream health.

Casey has an abundance of high value natural areas, 
significant habitats and biodiverse hotspot areas across 
the municipality. These areas are home to a rich variety of 
flora, fauna and habitats and provide opportunities for the 
Casey community to connect with nature. The biodiversity 
significant hotspots include areas of international significance 
(RAMSAR wetlands) and are home to endangered and 
vulnerable species. These biodiversity assets are owned  
and managed by both the State Government and The  
City of Casey as identified in the maps below. 

Fauna/Flora 
Group

Number of 
Species

Number 
of Species 
Threatened

Amphibians 18 2

Birds 266 65

Fish 27 4

Mammals 28 7

Reptiles 20 3

Indigenous Trees 35 4

Other Flora 823 43

Table 1 – Species diversity across Casey
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Biodiversity hotspots like the Tooradin foreshore 
are rich in their birdlife, wetlands and mangroves.

Biodiversity  
Hotspots

Malcolm Legg
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Biodiversity land and assets in Casey are owned and managed 
by both the City of Casey and the State Government.

State and Council  
Biodiversity Land

 Casey boundary

 Urban growth boundary

 Suburbs boundary

 State biodiversity land

 Council biodiversity land
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It is recognised that in Casey a significant amount of 
biodiversity is on private land, particularly the land to the south 
in the Western Port Green Wedge areas of the municipality 
where there is important remnant vegetation and threatened 
indigenous species including the Southern Brown Bandicoot 
and Growling Grass Frog. Due to the significance of biodiversity 
on private land, Council works hard to engage and partner with 
the community to protect and conserve these valuable assets.   

In addition to the flora and fauna in Casey, we have many 
other assets such as the resources the environment provides. 
We have land and soils available for agriculture and grazing. 
However, it is the plants, animals and insects which provide 
Casey with fertile soils, oxygen, clean waterways and an 
overall healthy ecosystem. Council is committed to protecting, 
enhancing and conserving our environment to keep it healthy 
for current and future generations.

5.3 National Policy Context

The Federal Government provides a framework for the protection, 
management and conservation of nationally and internationally 
important flora, fauna and ecological communities as matters  
of national environmental significance.

The protection of biodiversity of national significance is 
legislated under:

 › Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.

5.4 State Policy Context

The Victorian Government plays a central role in managing  
and legislating the protection and enhancement of State  
and locally significant biodiversity throughout Victoria.

The protection and enhancement of biodiversity is planned  
for and legislated under:

 › Planning and Environment Act 1987.

 › The Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988.

 › Biodiversity 2037.

 › Melbourne Strategic Assessment:

 – Biodiversity Conservation Strategy for Melbourne’s  
Growth Corridors;

 – Sub-regional Species Strategy for the Golden Sun Moth;

 – Sub-regional Species Strategy for the Southern  
Brown Bandicoot;

 – Sub-regional Strategy for the Growling Grass Frog.

5.5 Local Policy Context

The City of Casey makes an important contribution to 
biodiversity conservation through statutory protection of the 
environment and biodiversity, managing biodiversity assets  
and supporting community and volunteer groups who take  
an active interest in the environment.

Council Plan 2017 – 2021

Casey’s commitment to the environment is identified in the 
Council Plan 2017 – 2021. The Council Plan identifies ‘A 
Natural Place – A place with a great natural environment’ as a 
key theme of the Plan. The Plan identifies a range of strategies 
and indicators to guide the actions of Council. This includes:

5.3: Develop awareness and encourage involvement of  
the community in the preservation and improvement of  
the natural environment and local heritage sites.

Indicator: Increase community participation in biodiversity, 
sustainability and heritage grant programs.

Indicator: Increase participation in Council run environments.

5.4: Manage waste, water, biodiversity and energy use  
to achieve a clean, efficient and resilience city.

5.5: Ensure the ongoing protection and enhancement of  
natural assets including open space, vegetation, waterways 
and ecological systems.

Indicator: Percentage of canopy cover within Council’s 
managed open space.

5.6: Advocate on behalf of the community to State 
Government, statutory authorities and other sectors to  
ensure Casey’s communities are planned with respect  
to the local habitats, vegetation and landscape values.

Indicator: The number of submissions made by Casey in 
favour of protecting native vegetation and landscape values.
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6   Opportunities and Challenges
The City of Casey faces significant challenges in trying to protect and integrate biodiversity throughout the municipality. 
The table below provides a summary of some of the key challenges and opportunities affecting the City of Casey.

Challenges Opportunities

Casey is experiencing significant population 
growth and development pressures. A 
significant challenge is the competing interest 
for development to occur at the expense of 
biodiversity.

Challenges persist with retaining and integrating 
vegetation and habitats in developing areas 
where more land and resources are required  
for housing, industry and recreation.

An opportunity exists to increase recognition of the value of biodiversity 
in Casey and work with Council departments, government agencies, 
organisations and the community to secure and deliver positive 
biodiversity outcomes.

A further opportunity is to better utilise our most valued biodiversity  
places to provide a point of difference and sense of place in our newly 
developed communities, and ensure that natural green spaces are 
available to the community in the growth corridor.

Conflicting and competing goals/priorities/time 
commitments mean that often biodiversity  
is not considered a priority or is incompatible  
with other goals and aspirations.

Education is a valuable tool to raise awareness and appreciation  
of environmental values and the importance of biodiversity in Casey  
to encourage it to become more of a community priority.

Casey C21 – Creating a Great City – A Vision for the future

Casey C21 is Casey’s long-term vision for the municipality as it 
grows to a projected population above 500,000 residents. It is 
the direction of where the City is going and how it will get there.

Themes of C21 include to protect, conserve and enhance our 
biodiverse environment recognising its fundamental importance 
to achieving a healthy environment and way of life for current 
and future generations.

City of Casey Planning Scheme

The Casey Planning Scheme sets out the key directions  
for land use planning and development of the municipality  
and the statutory mechanisms for achieving its objectives.

Specifically, Clause 21.04 ‘Environment’ of the planning 
scheme identifies Casey’s strategies to ‘protect and restore 
Casey’s biological diversity recognising its fundamental 
importance in achieving a healthy environment and way 
of life’ and to ‘progressively improve the health of Casey’s 
environment’.

This is implemented through specific Clauses and Overlays  
in the planning scheme including:

 › 42.01 – Environmental Significance Overlay

 › 42.02 – Vegetation Protection Overlay

 › 52.17 – Native Vegetation
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Managing environmental values is immense  
and prioritising the required funding and 
resources is a significant challenge.

Encourage active volunteers and volunteer programs which provide  
an invaluable service in managing and maintaining biodiversity assets 
while saving the Council significant money annually.

Programs and funding with the State and Federal Government are an 
opportunity for Casey to provide greater support, resources and funding 
opportunities for conserving and protecting the natural environment.

Casey has an extremely diverse community, 
many of whom likely have little if any connection 
to the Casey or wider Australian environment. 
As a result, there is a general lack of awareness, 
appreciation, education and use of Casey’s 
biodiversity and natural environment.

An opportunity exists to better engage with the community to  
improve awareness and appreciation of Casey’s biodiversity.

There is an ongoing opportunity to activate and encourage  
community use of green spaces.

Climate change including extreme weather 
events (bushfire, flooding, drought, rising sea 
levels) is a significant challenge which can 
negatively impact and threaten the protection 
and enhancement of biodiversity through habitat 
contraction, species extinction and changes in 
the distribution of flora and fauna. In addition, 
the effects of climate change are hard to predict 
which is a significant problem. 

An opportunity exists to promote and create a green city to help with 
issues such as urban heat island effects. Further opportunities exist to 
help mitigate the effects of climate change through better conservation 
and revegetation of spaces.

There are also opportunities to actively manage and plan for extreme 
weather event risks particularly in Council’s nature reserves, for  
example periodic burning.

Decision making is a significant challenge, 
where tradeoffs are made as part of the planning 
process and biodiversity is lost. Decision making 
can also be reactive and does not always 
promote good environmental outcomes.

An opportunity exists to review and update planning controls and  
Council policies to support informed decision making that provides  
for better consideration and protection of biodiversity.

A further opportunity exists to educate decision makers to ensure  
that biodiversity is valued, considered and actively protected during  
the decision-making process.

Impacts of unskilled contractors working  
in our nature reserves.

An opportunity exists to only engage and use highly skilled contractors 
(experienced personnel with evidence of licences, training and 
accreditations) to ensure all works are carried out to a high standard  
and our nature reserves are appropriately managed and maintained.

Limited understanding of traditional land 
management practices and values which are  
not well incorporated in biodiversity planning  
and management.

There is an opportunity to work towards building better relationships  
and a greater understanding of indigenous groups, their environmental 
values and land management practices so that these can be integrated 
into future biodiversity planning and management. 
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7   Strategic Foundation
The foundation for the strategy is four key themes:  
plan, protect, engage and connect and restore.

8   Objectives

Plan

Ensure that the development of strategies/policies/
operational procedures across Council consider 
biodiversity needs.

This objective will be achieved through actively advocating for 
and incorporating biodiversity into existing and new Council 
strategies, policies or operational procedures being developed. 

Provide a strong strategic framework to advocate for the 
protection, enhancement and conservation of biodiversity.

This objective will be achieved through advocacy to the State 
Government, early negotiation with developers and the Victorian 
Planning Authority and engagement with the community on 
biodiversity issues important to Casey. 

Enable the Council and community to plan for and deliver a 
green, sustainable and resilient natural environment in Casey.

To achieve this objective Council will explore urban greening 
opportunities, plan for climate change and sustain ecosystems 
and habitats across Casey. 

Protect

Protect biodiversity through appropriate enforcement  
action where required. 

To achieve this objective Council will enforce illegal native 
vegetation clearance and advocate to the State Government 
for a stronger strategic framework for enforcement with greater 
compliance requirements and penalties. 

Manage Council’s nature reserves for their biodiversity values.

This objective will be achieved through Council’s reserve 
management plans, using skilled contractors for reserve works 
and increasing the quality of vegetation within the reserves.

PLAN

PROTECT

ENGAGE & CONNECT

RESTORE

SU
ST

AIN
ABLE & RESILIENT NATURAL ENVIRONM

ENT

When we plan for, protect, engage and 
connect, and restore biodiversity we 
ultimately create and provide a sustainable 
and resilient natural environment.
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Advocate for the protection, enhancement and 
conservation of biodiversity across Casey, recognising  
its fundamental importance.

To achieve this objective Council will collaborate with the 
community, developers and other agencies on the value  
and importance of Casey’s biodiversity assets. 

Encourage land owners and managers to adopt  
innovative conservation approaches.

To achieve this objective Council will continue Casey’s grant 
programs, promote best practice biodiversity outcomes  
including holistic land management approaches and raise 
awareness of the value of biodiversity of private land.

Protect remnant vegetation and biodiversity habitats in Casey.

To achieve this objective Council will prepare pest plant 
and animal control management plans, develop a better 
understanding of the extent and quality of indigenous 
vegetation and encourage and increase tree retention and 
canopy cover in Casey, particularly remnant vegetation and 
Casey’s significant trees. 

Ensure Council leads by example through innovative 
management of our assets to preserve and enhance 
Casey’s biodiversity.

To achieve this objective Council will explore and use new 
technologies and diverse land management techniques in the 
management of biodiversity assets including nature reserves, 
wetlands and waterways. 

Engage & Connect

Provide and strengthen opportunities for the community  
to connect with and enjoy nature. 

To achieve this objective Council will promote its natural 
spaces, provide programs and events for the community  
to participate in nature, promote the connection between  
health and wellbeing and nature and support volunteers  
and friends of groups. 

Build Council capacity and knowledge of biodiversity 
values and management techniques to enhance 
biodiversity outcomes.

This objective will be achieved through education initiatives, 
sharing of knowledge and ongoing training for staff on  
Casey’s biodiversity values and environmental legislation, 
policies and controls to better influence decision making. 

Restore

Advance revegetation on public and private land  
across the municipality with indigenous vegetation.

This objective will be achieved through revegetation plans 
which will encourage and promote revegetation on private  
and public land. 

Restore ecosystem health and function.

To achieve this objective Council will improve plant  
and habitat diversity and retain key habitat features  
where possible as Casey continues to grow. 

Enhance and promote habitat connectivity across Casey.

To achieve this objective Council will work with partners  
to enhance and create habitat corridors and connectivity 
between habitats where possible. 
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9   Biodiversity  
Implementation Plan
The implementation of the Biodiversity Strategy will  
be through a biodiversity implementation plan. The 
implementation plan will assist with guiding the protection, 
conservation and enhancement of biodiversity, and  
will be prioritised based on the following timing:

 › Short term (S)

 › Medium term (M)

 › Long term (L)

 › Ongoing (O)

The biodiversity implementation plan will be subject  
to resourcing and future business planning.

10   Administrative Updates
It is recognised that, from time to time, circumstances 
may change leading to the need for minor administrative 
changes to this document. Where an update does not 
materially alter this document, such a change may be 
made administratively. Examples include a change to the 
name of a Council department, a change to the name of 
a Federal or State Government department, and a minor 
update to legislation which does not have a material 
impact. However, any change or update which materially 
alters this document must be by resolution of Council.

11   Review
This Strategy replaces the Biodiversity Enhancement  
Strategy (2003).

The next review of this document is scheduled  
for completion by 30 November 2021.
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Notes
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Contact City of Casey

03 9705 5200

NRS:  133 677 (for the deaf,  
hearing or speech impaired)

TIS: 131 450 (Translating 
and Interpreting Service)

caseycc@casey.vic.gov.au

casey.vic.gov.au

 facebook.com/CityofCasey

 @CityofCasey 

#ActiveCasey 

PO Box 1000 
Narre Warren VIC 3805

Customer Service Centres

Narre Warren 
Bunjil Place 
Patrick Northeast Drive

Cranbourne 
Cranbourne Park  
Shopping Centre

Document Control Council policy documents 
change from time to time and it is 
recommended that you consult the electronic 
reference copy at www.casey.vic.gov.au/
policiesstrategies to ensure that you have 
the current version. Alternatively you may 
contact Customer Service on 9705 5200.


